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PREFACE. 



T^HIS oBavo volume is a faithful tran^ 
^ fcript of the three volumes of the 
Speeches of Mr. Wilkes^ which I formerly 
printed in duodecimo^ with the addition of 
feveral Speeches^ fince the period of the laft^ 
publication, drawn from the fame fources, 
with equal diligence and attention. The 
two prior volumes, with the Notes, make 
the 176 firft pages of this volume, and the 
third continues to page 296; The reft is 
new raatter>and/oa^.gp^g[ter variety of in- 
terefting^4bje6b.. / ['[,[ " 

I have nofltgl^^aniarny additional l<Iotes ; 
but they wiiy/ >|"^!>c;j^^^^^ found ufeful and 
explanatory, 
|:^doii,Dcc.9,i786. The Editor. 
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ADVJERTISEMENT 



PREFIXED TO THE TWO FIRST VOLUMES, 



I hav^ coUefted the Speeches of Mr. Willies in the pre- 
lent Houfe of Commons from news-papers and oral 
tradition for two reafons. The firft is^ they contabj 
\n my opinion^ many bold truths^ efpecially refpeding 
Americay which are of importance, and in this conve-^ 
nient form they will be found more ufeful. The other 
reaibn is, if that gentleman ihould ever fwerye from 
the great line of public duty, and declared attachment 
to the people, which he has often pledged* himfelf to 
purfue through life, the mojEl general infamy may over- 
take him,' and punilh his apoftacy,r 

The Protefts of the Lords 6n the fame fubjeft with 
fome of xht Speeches I thought would be acceptable td 
the political Vea^^f. V i '- 'r*V, 

Some Ncte^^ixt j^<3ec^/ ?hiefly by way of illuftratiodi 
^r which l-zm^^-^trs^^Uij 
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ADVERTISEMENT^ 



Prefixed to the Third Volume* 

THE Speeches of Mr. Wilkes' in the Houfe of 
Commons are here continued to the end of the laft Sef- 
fion of Parliament. I have coUeftcd them, like the 
former, frpm pp\ys-papcrs and oral tradition. I think 
no apology neccflary either to the public, or to that 
geiitleman; for the freedom which I have ufed in the 
notes with fonie charafters of high rank and dignity, 
Truth ought to be preferred to every motive and con- 
ijderation. 

Adminiftration appear fyftematically to treat the 
Houfe of Commons with contempt. They fuffered the 
Lords in the laft Seffion to have the communication of 
two important papers, Lord Howe's letter to Lord 
George Germaine, dated Sept. 20, 17763, andlikewife 
another letter from Lord Howe and his brpther to the 
feme SecFetary, dated Isfov. 30, 1776; both which 
werQ refufed to the reprefentatives of the people. They 




of which the Houfe of Peers'^rej^'polleffion. The 
motion was received very unfiau^quriibry.byadminift 
tion; but as the fubjedt isVh}gl]^.{A}:effen;Ug to every 
Bnglifliman, they are now firft printed with gr«it carQ 
and fidelity in the Appendix^ 

Loadooi July 14, i^jZ* ThE EdITOR^ 



Hp.uf? 



■«F^"«P 



Votes of Ja^iuary 26, 1775. 

A moti<m wa$ qiade, and the queftioi^ being propofedl, 
^^ That the C^hapUin to this HouTe do preach be- 
^* fore this Houfe, at St. Margs^ret's Weftminfter, 
^^ upon Monday next, thp thirtieth day pf this ip- 
*^ ftant January^ UcJ^ 

JL HE Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes y faid, that he w^ 
for the obierv^a/^e of the day, not in the ufual manner 
by facing and prayer to deprecate the pretended wrath 
jof heaven, but in a very different way frpm what fom^ 
iOther gentlemen had propofed ; that it fhould be cele- 
brated as a fcflival, as a day of triumph, not kept as ^ 
jFaft; that the de^th of the firft Charles, a determined 
enemy of the liberties,4f'h&/ country, who made war 
pn his pe)^|le,*khd murder^ many thouiandsof his in* 
.Docent f\4)ie3:s;^4tl cfi^idus, hypocritical tyrant, who 
iM^as, in the grcat;? MilfAn'jr words, ip/o i^rane neronior^ 
ihould be i;QnSdcred as a Sacrifice to the public juftice 

* Ia ^TM^bor fAd^se MUimt fays, Earn aiiinii magnitudMiein vobis, 6 cives, ii^ocit 
1>us, ut devidtum an;ni3 vefbris et dedititium Y^eaijudie^ incurs j^icare, et con- 
^emnatom pvnire, priml mortalium non dubitarestis. PofthoctacmusVtf« ttt^i^ 
luhilhmule a^ut anguftum» nihil non magaum atqoe (snoelfiun^ et copouns et focqre 
4el»etis. . . ^MiiQreJibqrtatisy juftitiae, honeftatis, patrite donique caritate acceofosy r^da* 
MMM punijffi* Joaimis Miltoni, An|^ pro populo AxisUcano de^ifio. 
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of the nation, as highly approved by heaven, a^id 
ought to be had in folemn remembrance ^s the moft 
glorious deed ever done in this^ or any country, with- 
out which we Ihould at this hour have had no conftitu-* 
tion, degenerated into the moft abjedt flaves on the 
face of the earth, not governed by the Knpwn and equ^l 
laws of a limited monarchy, but fuhje^ to the impen 
rious will of an arbitrary fovereign, 



Votes of Feb. i, 1775. 

A motion was made, and the queftion being put, ^' That 
** leave be given to bring in a bill for ihortening the 
** duration of parliaments, &c." 

The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes y faid, that the queftion 
now before the houfe had been fo frequently and fo 
ably fpoken to by the honourable gentleman *, who 
made the motion, and that it was in general fo per- 
fedly well underftood, that he ihould trouble the 
houfe with few words on that occafion, and that he 
rofe chiefly to return the worthy member thanks for 
this truly patriotic endeavour, and his fprrited perfe^ 
verance in a bufinefs of futfi; Jfi^cfrtir^c* *I:lfp added. 
Frequent Parliaments, "Mr/^^pp^e^i^ 'ar6'^li^ ancient 
conftitutiOTi of England, and.tRfejj^hKoTliie people to 
them arifes from the nature •t3f/al|*?cfcl<:ggited power, 
and the neceffity of a contrbulJ-'^IfaVe'^rerentative in 
the firft feflion of a parliament afts contrary to the 
. duty of the truft repofed in him, is it fit that his con- 
ftituents Ihould be compelled to wait till the end of a 
tedipus period of feven years before they can have zjx 

* Mr* Alderman SMaMlge^ Member for lAtidon. 

opportunity 



( i ) 

apportunity of depriving him of a power, which he fo 
early abufed? I think the cafe now mentioned a&ually 
exifts in the very dawn of this new parliament. Seve- 
ral gentlemen have talted of the laft parliament in the 
terms of reproach and indignation which that profli- 
gate aflembly moft jnftly merited. I fear, fir, the pre- 
fent parliament are treading in the fame fteps, which 
condudted their immediate predeceifors to the utter 
haxred of the nation. " They feem to advance with 
giant ftrides to a like deteftation from this age, and 
from all ppfterity. The people without doors, efpeci- 
fdly in the fiapitaj, make no fcruple to affirm that the 
majority of this houfe,^ haye even thus early, in one 
great inftance, afted contrary to the plain duty, which, 
they owe to their- country, and .to the faqrcd truft xe- 
pofed in them. I allude, fir, to the contempt fhewn 
of the Peihion ^ of fo refpeftable a body as the Mer-- 
^bants of the .city of London tradiqg to North America. 
This the majority have dpne in defiance of all decency, 
and of the great principles of the conftitution. I am 
forry to obferve, that, the alarm is already become gene- 
ral, that frow this early abufe of their truft, the dele- 
gated powers, which the fanle men have fo lately re- 
ceived for the fecurity and prefervation of the rights 
t>i their ccMiftituenl:^, will be employed through a courfe 
of the next feven years for their deftruftion, and that 
,Qf our fellqw-futyedts in America^ unlefs the excellent 

♦ Xhefecoml petition of the Merchants, Traders, and others of the Cifj of LonJonf 
prcfcnted by Mr. Aldennan Hayley, Member for Lo don, tq the Houfe of Comr 
mpns, Jan. 26, 1775, ^^tes, " that by the refolution to which the houfe hath come^ 
" refpedting the reference of tbeir faid petition [the >r^ Petition of Jan. 23, 1775,], 
" they are abfulutely precluded from the benent of fidcb a bt'tring^ in fupport qf thpir 
** faid petition, as can alone ptocure them that rthtf^ which the impo.rtanc9 and prefect 
<' ^fiangitiLe ftat^ of their (rade require.'* 

B z motion 
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flAOtf^n df the hondUrdble g^titlem&ti ftOvild iSctdR. thMt 
i& their career. 

A new argument, fir, in favour of the motion ih yoti* 
Band feems at this time to arife from the nature of mdft 
6f the PtHiions CQmt)laining' of Undue eleftions, which 
have been prdented to us in this firft fcffion of the p^r«^ 
Hament. The general complaint is that of bribery and 
corruption. Short parliaments, fir, if they did not to- 
tally eradicate this moft pernicious pradice, muft ne-« 
ieffarily diminish the evil in no fmall degree. By th* 
frequent return 0f appeals to the people, the publiq 
money in the minifter's hands ^vduld not be found aU 
ways Adequate to the crooked counfels of ari infididust 
iourt, nor to a determined purpofe of regularly coun* 
, f erading the wilhes of a nation, The floodgkte^ b^ 
the treafury, however Widely opened, would pn fuch 
repeated occafions fcarcely aftbrd torrents copious and 
Impetiious enough to carry away all fenfe of duty tQ 
the conftitution, all regard to the laws atid liberties df 
the country. If this hoiife were elefted for a ^Jhbft term 
only,' a commerce of corruption between the miniRcF 
and the repreferitativc could not grow tip tp acqiiifd 
the ttrength and confittency which is given by a pe-^ 

* Tfcfe Hoiife of Comhiottil— was coi^fidered ^ a.cbhtrotil, illllbs immiDdiaMllf 
from tbe people, andffeedify to be refolved ioto the mafs from whence it arofe. 

'Thoug^its on the caufe of the preTeht DifconUrits, STvo cdittoh, pa^e ^t» 

it the pcrlbhs to whom the thift of government is co'mftiitted hold their |)taces fee 
Jhort ttrmi) if they are chofen by the unbiaffed voices of a majority of the ftate, and 
Iviyedt to their inftru'6li0^sj liberty tyili be cnjoye^'inltshi^^ft d^igree. But if 
they afc choftii fok- IMg //r«lib^ apart oAljr of the Ifattj indlf dVtt-iA^thatrerti\ 
they are fubjedl to hb. cpnth)lT^ firom tfcteit tbnAittrtJnts ; the H^eiy idfei of ribttrt^ ^fil 
t>c loil, ind the powet of thufmg reprtfcntativifes becomes hbthirig ^\Jt a powfer, 
Ipdged in zfeWfio chufe at ce'rtaii^ {>efio(^s a \x^j dimafleri for fchemfetvcs ahd for 
top "reft olf the community. 

Pr. Pr)€e'« qbfervations 6n Civil Libfrty, fifth e^ltioa^ p. to. 

riod 
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irioiJ of feven yiars fecutity, and independency on tif 
power by which we were created *. 

I beg the indulgence of the hbufe, iir> for OQly on? 
more Ihort obfervation. This motion ftrijces me a$ ^ 
kind of parliainentary teft, which brings every thin^ 
home to our confciences. It cannot fail of meeting 
in this hpufc the fupport of all the true friends of tb^ 
ancient conftitution of England, of all whx) mean to 
iBuSt hoheftly, for they run no rifque. They are fare 
of the applaufe, and free choice of their conftituients, 
en every freih appeal. The venal and int^refted> ^U 
who think lightly of their ties and obligations to their 
mafters, *nd do not hold themfelves bound tphear aniJ 
tedrefs the injuries of the nation which they reprefent, 
but are regardlefs of the feelings -f of the people, in** 
tent only on the public plunder ; all thefe have their 
terrors, and certainly not ill-grounded, on the firfl: fug* 
geftion of an appeal to their conftituents. From fuch 

men 

* In 1691 King William rcjcdlcd a Bill for triennial parliaments, after it had 
fafied hdth faoufes. But in a following year he thought proper to give hi^ alfeot. 

Dr. price's additional obfervatioos^ page 46. 

f The virtue, fpirit and efGsnce of a Houfe of Commons confifts in its being t^j* 

^9Cpreis image of the fodings of the nation [nor tf/558 zenrlemin met in St, Supben^t 

4Sk^p9U] Tl)9^gh!Cs on the caufe of the rrsfertt plfconteots, p. 6 ;• 

By the King. 
A Proclamation, 
For diffotviAg the prefent Parliament, and declaring the calling of another. 
Whereas we have thought fit, by and with the advice of our Privy Council, to 
ibffoive'tfais prefent Parliament, which now ftands prorogued to Tuefday the fif*. 
. jiaeqih day of November tk&nl t We do, for that end, publifh this our Royal Procli- 
xtiation; jaod do hereby diflblve the faid Parliament accordingly : And the Lords 
^pintuaL and Temporal, and the Knights, Citizens, and BurgelTes, and the Com- 
iBi^ners.fQr Shires and Burghs of the Uoufe of Commons, ai-e difcharged from 
their meeting and attendance on Tuefday the faid &fteenth day of November next. 
^Ckd we •being deiirous and refolved, as fooa as may be, to meet ourpea^ey and tt hov ■ 
-tkdr aJvu* in paMtafumt, ^d9 hereby. *mal5.e known to all oi>r loving fubjciSls, our 
. Bpyal, >Vill and pleafiu^ to call a new Parliament $ and do hereby further declare 
.That, with the advice of our Privy Council, wc have this day given order to our 

B 3 ChanceUor 
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ttitn only, an oppofition to this motion is fo be ei-* 
pefted. The reprcfentative who is confcious of hav-» 
ing merited well of his conftituents, will always re- 
joice at the opportunity of applying for frequent 
proofs of their regard and truft ; will defire, will ear- 
jneftly folicit, this appeal ; while the man who has 
aded contrary to the clear dictates of his duty, and be- 
trayed his truft, will naturally -^dread every fuch occa- 
fion, will tremble even at the diftant view of the fpi- 
rited indignation, with which he would be rejected. 
A guilty mind, fir, frequently braves the filcnt rc» 
proaches of a wounded confcience, but can feldom 
bear up againft that public contempt and infamy, 
which I truft will always purfuc parliamentary prof- 
tkution. 



Votes of Feb. 6, 1775. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
** That an humble Addrefs be pfefented to his Majefty, 
** to return His Majefty our moft humble thanks, for 
, *^ having been gracioufly pleafed to communicate . to 
*' this Houfe, the feveral papers relating to the prefent 
" ftate of the Britijb Colonies in America^ which, by 

Cbancellor of Great Britain, to iffue out writs in due form for calling: a new parlia- 
ment; which writs are to bear tefte on Saturday the firft day of OAober next, and 
to be returnable on Tuefday the twenty -ninth day of November following. 

Given at owr Court at St. James's the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember, one.thoufand feven hundred and feventy-foufy 
in the fourteenth year of oui- Reign. 

God favc the King* 
Journals of the Houfe of Commons^ vol. XXXV. pag« 3. 

"His 
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•^ HU Majefty's commands, have been laid before thk 
^^ Houfe, and from which, after taking them into our 
*' moft ferious confideration, we find, that a part of 
•* His Majefty's fubjeds in the province of the Maffa^- 
^* chufets Bay have proceeded fo far to refill the au- 
*^ thority of the fupreme legiflature, that a rebellion 
•' at this time aftually exifts within the faid province 
*^ —that we beg leave, in the moft folemn manner, to 
*/' affure His Majefty, that it is our fixed refolution, 
*/ at the hazard of our lives and properties, to ftand 
*^ by His Majefty, againft all rebellious attempts, in 
*^ the maintenance of the juft rights of His Majefty 
^^ and the Two Hpufes of Parliament/' 
. And a motion was made; and the queftion put, 
•* That the faid refolution be re- committed ;*' 

The Lord Mayor, A&-. Wilkes^ faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

The bufinefs before the Houfe, in Its full extent,, 
refpedking the Britijh Colonies in America^ is of as great 
importance as was ever debated in parliament. It com^ 
prebends almoft every queftion relative to the common 
rights of mankind, almoft every queftion of policy an<l 
Ico-iflation. I do not mean to enter into fo vaft, fo well*' 
trodden a field, I will confine myfelf to the immediate 
bufinefs of this day. The Addrefs now reported from 
the committee of the whole Houfe appears, to be un- 
founded, rafli, and fanguinary. It draws the fwordun- 
juftly againft America ; but before admlniftration arc 
fuffered to plunge the nation into the horrors of a civil 
.war, before they are permitted to force Engliflimen 
to fheath their fwords in the bowels of their fellow- 

B 4 fubjedls. 



( 8 ) 

fubjcfts, I hope this Houfc will feriouily weigli thi 
original grouiki and caufe of this vinhappy difpiite^ 
and in time reflefl: vfhtthcr juftice * is on our fide, and 
gives a fandtidn to the intended hoftile proceedings. 
The affumed right of laxaskn withmt the confsnt of 
the fubjeft is plainly the primiary caufe of the prefenc 
quarrel. Have we theti, fir, any right to tax the 
Americans ? T^bat is the great important queftioh. 
The fundamental laws of human nature, and the princi- 
ples of the Englilh conftitution, afe equally repugnant 
to the claim. The very idea oi proper iy excludes the 
right of another^s taking any thing from me without 
my confent, otherwife I cannot call it my own. No 
. tenure can be fo precarious as the will of another. 
What pnaperty have I in what another perfon cari 
feize at his pleafure ? If any part of my property is 
fubjeft to the difcretionary powers of others, the 
ivhole may be fo likewife. If we can tax the Ameri- 
cans without their confent, they have no property, 
nothing they ean call their own with certainty, for we 
might by violence take the whole as well as the part* 
The words liberty and property ^ {o dear to an Engliih-t 
man, fo pleafing in our ears, would become a cruel 
mockery, an infolt to an Amterican. The laws of fo* 
eiety are profeffedly calculated to fecur<i the property 

^ Tiie enquiry, whether the war with the Colonies is zjufi war, will be bcft de-^ 
termined by ftating the power over thern, Whifch it is the end of the vrsc to msun- 
taia: And this cannot be better 'done^ tlian in the words of an Aft of IVUaiiienl» 
n;iade on purpofe to define it. That Adt, [^pojftd in 1766] it is well known, de- 
clares, That " this kingdom has power, and of right, ought to have power, to make 
*< laws -and ftatutes to bind the colonies, dnd people of America, in aU tafis tohdt* 
^f>v«r/'v Dreadful power indeed! I 'defy any one to exprefs ilaveiy in ilrenger 
language, it is the fame with declaring, '< that we have a right to do with them 
** w tatwe picafc." Or. Price's Obfcri^atite OA C«il Liberty^ p. 34^ 
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of each individual, of every fubjcft of the ftatc. Thb 
point i% no Icfs clearly determined by the great prin- 
ciples of that happy conftitution under ivhich we live. 
All fubfidies to the crown have always been confidered, 
and exprefsly declared, to be grants from the Com- 
mons of the realm, free gifts from the people. Their 
full coniient is ftated in the grant ^4 Much has been 
faid of the Palatinate of Chefter, and the Principality 
of Wales, and the period of their taxation ; but, fir, 
there is a more remarkable cafe in point, which alone 
would determine this queftion. If gentlemen will 
iearch the Records in the Tower, and the Chapel of 
the Rolls, they will find that the town of Calais in 
France, when it belonged to the imperial crown of 
this realm, was not taxed till it fent a reprefentative 
to parliament. A Thomas Fowler adtually fat and voted 
in this Houfe as a burgefs of the town of Calais* 
From that period, and not till then, was Calais taxed. 
The IFrit out of Chancery, and the Return in the 
reign of Edward VL arc ftill extant. I faithfully gave 
them to the publick from attefted copies -f. 

It 

♦ The pretsMe tif the AA piilfeA in die ywMr 1775, «h. 42. intitlecl,- « An Aft 
* for granting to His Majefty a certain fnm of money out of the Sinking Fnnd^ and 
''far applying t:ertain monies therein mentioned for the fervioe of the year 1775 ; 
^ and for Ivuiiier appropriaKing the fuppUes gfianted in this feffion of parliament/' 
is in tiie foUowing trords> ** B'ltf your Moffftft mojt dutifmt andloyalfuhfiast fBe C#i»- 
** mmi ofOrtat Britain^ in FarRameni mffimUed, towarit ftfing $hi ntctffary fappHuf 
" whicb wr h»vt cbtmrfidly or an ted tt ywr Majefy In tbhftj^m t/pMrllamtni, idw 
'^^rtjohedngivt and orant to your Majefiy the [urn berem after mtntioned, &c, &c,*' 

f Recoroamentum Parliamento de Anno Regni Regis Edwardi Sexti primo. 
MwardsB SoKtos Dei gratia Aagiise Fraociar & Hibeniia: Rey^ fidei defenfor k in- 
Ura cfictflfis . An gtica n r He HitM^mijie (Uprenjuin caput, dileais & fideiibusfubjeaii 
depiitato & confiUo villae fiiae Califix falutem. Quia de avifamei)(o & ai&nfu con- 
fdin 111, pro qnibufilam ardnis & urgentanis negotiis, nos ftatura;& defenfiQnem r«gni 
90^ AagVix,ic «cclefi3e Anglican* concementibus, quoddam pjirli^raentpmnof' 
trum apud.civitatem noftram VVeftmonafterienfem quarto die Novembris proccden- 

tls 
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It wiU, I forefee, fir, be objefted. Is America their 

to enjoy the proteftion of Great Britain^ and to con- 
eft tericri orUInavimtis, & ibidem cum prelatis magnaiibiis & preliberis didli regni 
n^ftri colloquhim tenere & traaatum, \'Dbis mandamus, firmittr injuqgentes, quod 
inuoeaiate pod rsjcepiionem hujiis brevfe noftri nomioari & elegi facietis wmim ho- 
norabilem & difcretum inhabkantem intra vUIam noftrani predidlam ad affcndcndiun 
Btirgenftm prt) parliamento noftro predidlo pit> villa prtdidla & Marchlis ejufdem^' 
prooBgocitf.in codcm parliamento agcndisjuxta formam cujufd^m a6his in pariia- 
inento Uomini Henrici nuper regis Angli« o^vi, nupcr patris noftri pcrcariflimi^ 
apudLondinum predidlodie Novcmbris anno regni fui vicefimo primo ct cxindc per 
divorTas prorogationes nfque WeftmonaAenum quarto die Februstrii anno regni ful 
vicefimo feptimo adjomato & tunc edito & pofteavis, eumque ad didtos diem & lo- 
cum venire ^cietis. Ita quod idem Burgenfut plenam & fuflicientem poteflatem pro 
fe k. commnmtate viUx & Marchiarum prediAanim habeat ad faciendum & confen- 
tiendum iis qus tunc ibidem deeo confilio dt^ regni noftriy fiivente Deo» contigerint 
ordtnari fubter negociis antedidlis. Ita quod per defectum poCeftatis hujuTmodi fcrip« 
turae, Improvldam eledlionem BurgenTis predidli didla negocia infra hon remaneant 
quovis modo ; & cum eleclionem & nominationem illam fie faceretis, illas nobis in 
Cancellartam noftram diilin^e & apte fub figillis veftris ad didlos diem & locum 
•debite certificetis, indilate remittentes nobis hoc breve una cum retornamento no- 
minis ejufdem Burgenfis di<Slobrevi confuto. Telle meipfo apud Weftmonafterium 
fecundo die AuguAi anno regni noftri primo. 

This is a true copy of the original record remaining in the Chapel of the Rolls^ 
having been examined. Hen. Rook e. Clerk of the Rolls. 

Excellcntiffimo & metuendiffimo domino noflro Edwardo Sexto Dei gratia An- 
glix Francise U Hibemix Regi fidei defQufori Sc interea fupremo capiti Anglicanse 
Jc Hibernicae ecclefiaB. -Nos veflri humiles Major Burgenfes & liberi homines 
coinmunitatis Villae teftrae Califiac benignilfmio modo quo poterimus gratiae veitrie 
certifkamuSy quod virtute honorabilis brevis veflri de fummonicoe parliame. ti nuper 
nobis diredli & deliberati cui iftud retomamentum nimirum eft annexum, per af« 
fenfum ic confenfum totius Comitatis villas veftrae Califiae predi^ & Marchiarum 
ejufdem, vaiam hominem de melioribuS & difcretioribus villae veftrae Califias pre« 
dL«5las clegl fecimur., videlicet Thomam Fowler didtae villae veftrae generofum, ad 
alTendendum Burgenfem ad parliamentum veftrum predidlum ad diem & locum in 
predi^o brevi veftro ipecificatum, qui quidem Burgenfis plenam & fuflicientem 
poteftatem pro fo Sc tota comitate villae veftrae Califiae predi^be & Marchianun 
ejufdem habet ad faciendum & confentiendum iifque tunc Sc ibidem de communi 
cenfilio veftroi Deo favente, contigerint ordinari, prout breve villam predidlam ia 
fe exigit & requirit. In quorum premifforum teftimonium nos predidli viri hu- 
miles'Major Bui^enfes 5c liberi lw>mines communltatis villae veftrae Califue pre- 
Ai6\x Sc Marchianmi ejufdem Sigillum Majorataixis Officii Villae veftrae Caltfias 
predidlae prefentibus fecimus apponi. Datum vicefimo die Odlobris anno regni 
gratiae veftrae primo. 

Thi*-is a true Copy of the origuial record remaining in the Chapel of the Rolls, 
having been examined. He*. Rook k, Clerk Of tbc RoUs^ 
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tf ibUtc nothing to the fupport of that parent ftitcy 
which has fo long afforded it fafety and fecurity, which 
has carefully and tenderly nurfed it to this hour of its 
prefent ftrength and greatnefs ? The Americans them- 
felves have given the fyiUcft anfwer to this objedion, in 
a manner not to be controverted, by their conduft 
through a long feries of years, sftid by the moft ex- 
plicit declarations. Equally in words and adi'ons, of 
the moft unequivocal nature, they have demonftrated 
their love, their ardour, their ftrong filial piety to- 
wards the mother country. They have always ap- 
peared ready, not only to contribute towards the ex- 
pences of their own government, but likewife to the 
wants and neceffities of this ftate, although perhaps 
they may not be over-fond of all the proud, expenfive 
.trappings of royalty. In the two laft wars with France 
they far exceeded the cold line of prudence. With 
the moft liberal hearts they chearfuUy gave you nearly 
their all, and they fought gallantly and vidtorioufly 
by your fide, with equal valour againft our and their 
enemy, the common enemy of the liberties of Europe 
and America, the ambitious, faithlefs French, whom 
jBOw we fear and flatter. Our Journals, fir, will bear 
witnefs to the grateful fepfe we had of the important 
fervices of our brethren in America, by the great fums 
we Ihall find voted to be * repaid them for what they 

* In the examination of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, of Philadelphia, before a Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons in 1766, printed in the << Parliamentary Debates,^ 
vol. II. p. 1 10. 

Quell. Were yon not reimburfed by Parliament ? 

Anfw. We were only reimburfed what^ in your opinion, we had adv^ced b^ 

yond our proportion, or beyond what might reafonably be expe^le^ from , us ; 

and it. was a very fmaU part of what we fpent. Pennfylvania, in particular, dif- 

burfed about ^.500,0001 and the reimburfements, in the whole, did not exceed 

■ ^.60,000. ..... . i 

expended 
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eicpended in the fpirited wariHcc expeditions, Which* 
they carried through with equal courage and conduct* 
The fifge aod capture of Loulfbourg, the various fuc* 
cdf^fU operatioA3 againft the geifteral foe, without the 
lead knowledge, tmxch left participation, on our part, 
are the fulicft proofs of the warm affection of their 
hearts to this country, and of their readinefs to bear 
more than their fliare of the public expence and bur^ 
then. But, fir, the wbok was the gift of freemen, our 
fcilow-fqbjefts, who feel that they are, and know 
they have a ri^ tp be, as free as ourfelves* Wha€ 
is tbieir language even now, at a moment when yo^ 
sre plannii^ their deftnuStion, when you are branding 
them with the odious appellation of rebels f In the 
late * PetUum of the Congnfs to the King, they de«» 
clare, they «nr rtady and willing^ as they evir k^v^ bien^ 
ivf^$ confiitutknally r€(fHr£dy to dtmonfirate thtir loyaHy 
tpbh M(^ejiy, by fjic^rHng their tn^ftretmeus tffarts in 
p'^ntiftg fitpfUfs oni raijing forest. This is the unani'- 
fhoi^s refoi^tion <rf a Cavgrtfs^ compofed of Depiitic^ 

f roga tfie feveral colonies of New Hampfliire, Mafia*- 

\. 

♦ From this deftru£livc fyftem of Colony Adminidratlony adepftd^fna the ew 
<I|j8m qf th§ UfifatoTy have fiatto^irect Chofe dillrefles, dangers^ fears, atM^jeatouftss, 
that overwhelfn ^s^ Majefly !s Cakwies wkb afi|i^M» * vn^ »'« ^^ o^r a>«a ilib- 
tie ai>4 inveterate enemie;^ to trace the unhappy difference^ between Great Briti^in 
wd «lief« CoIq^Lss, frosi an mtAVt ftr'tt^^ tnr from other canTes than we have af- 

We prefent this PetUion only to obtain redrefs of grievances and relief from 
§f9n ;v)d yealoM^f oceoTioMd by ii^ fyiUm «f ^hm^ wid i£piM«P9 f4$fted 

Jinsf tb* cli^ f/ tbf ^fi wr, .&.p. &C. 

Petition of the Congrefs to the King, O&s^ f^Sy if.74» 
Place us in the fame fituatloa Uv»t W9 Wfn^ at ^ckj^^4i^.iqfi ^niar, ^ our 

The .Congrefs to the Peqple pf QreaJt ]^>taijoi, 0§lif^^:^ ,i7^4h 

They were ^lanmpjd hy a "^^ fyfi^^ offia'^tn and re^iihtmh 9<*«pt5<i fpr tN 

9dm.iiiiAr$ttioa of th9 Cploiu^s, tlxat ^lled their ipifids with the n^o(t painful fcajrs 

and jeaioufies. . Petition of the Congrefs to the King, July 3, .177^5. 

chufet'a 



dittfet's Bay, Rhode liland, and Ptotidews^ Plidt*^. 
lions, Connedicut, New-Y^tk, New Jetfey, PemifyW 
vania, the counties of N^wcaftle, Ken?, and Sviff^x on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and tlie Two Carolini8# 
I have heard, iir, of a plan of accommodation, 
which, I helicre, would recpncile ail differences^ Buc 
alas I fir. It doe$ not come from any fervant of the 
^rown. It corilcs fron^ the * noble Lord, to whom 

thU 

♦ ihe fearrl pf Chatham, In the honfe of Lords, dn the 30th 6f 'tA^y 1777, fiafl 
Cower, Lord Pt^fident of ttxe Cotmcil], wit^ that mtld^ ^^irtntng air ofmocMly 
and mbduiHs, which chara^terife tlie Bttlfotii fchool^ dtclarad^ that " h4 muft 
f affirm, no public notice whatever by any man or body of men, by any Aflem-r 
*^Wytir Cbngrefs, by any printed American neWfpdi{)cr or fiamphlet, had been 
" iBken of Lord Chatham's (liah of reconciliatiob between Qte^ Br^uia acid htr 
•f Colonies j that it funk immediately inte abfolucp oblivion, for not even a hiat wa^ 
** thrown out oh the other f^e thfc Water, complaining ttiat the propufitioii wa4 rfe-j 
^ jeaod» dr ac^crArli^illg, chat if the bill ba4 p^ilftd into a law, it would hMo 
i* produced a reconciliation, or that it contained even the outlines o| a fit accom-? 
** inodation, or any thing to proceed upon," and therefore he was plainly right In 
** giving his vote a^imna the n^e t^\*% propoTiti^nt and thfe b^that accoCnpohii^ 
9 it, two years agq." The w<!|rds were taken with great eia6Uiefs. The Diiko 
ttf Grafton heard th^m, and aafwered many parts of Lord Gower's fpeech ; but, 
whether frote Igndfance, 4r fhhlice t6 tofd ^h^th^m> X do not d«tertnin?y his 
Grace was filent on the plan of reconciliation. To eftablifh the v^rorrVy of Earl 
power, I ftiall produce aii cxtra^ of only one public i6t, the Addrefs of tlio 
Oenerai Aflembly of Yirgihi^^ prelSntfed on the 14th of June 1775, to his EXC9I* 
cellency the Right Hon. John Earl of Dtinmore, Covemor of Virginia, Sec. &c» 
and printed in all the American newfpapers. It is reprinted in Aln^otf s "Araerw 
^ Rfcmembnmcfcr, vol. 1. p. ^ 13. 

** "f here was, indeed, a plan of accommodation oftered in parllamei^t ; which^ 
^* though not entirely dqual to the terms we had a right to aik, yet differed hut in 
^ftw f6i'nts from what the CenlSral Congrefs had held out. Had partiamenf been 
** difpofed fincerely, as we are, to bring about a reconciliation, reafonable men had 
^ hoped, that, by meet^g ns o;i this ground, fomething palght have been done. 
I *« Lord tiatbgrn^s ^i7/, on the one part, and the terms of the Congrefs on the other, 
^< would have formed a bafis ifor negotiation ; which a Ipirit (^accommodation on 
V both ifidesy might, pejhiaps, (lave reconciled. It came recommended, too, irooD^ 
•'oncwhofe faccefsful experience in the art of government Ihould haive eflfured 
*^ to it fome attention fi*om thofe td whom it waS' tendered. He had fhewn to the 
^ world, that Great Britain^ >vith her colonies, united firmly under a ' juft an^ 
^f honeJH govecnineDt, jbrmed 'a jiower which might bid defiance to the moj^b 
^ potent enemies* With the vhsu^ «f auoiaers^^ hoWever^ a total change of 
; ^ meafoirei 
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thb cotintry has the moft effcntial obligations; to whom 
it is lb highly indebted for its late Iplendor and glory. 
The plan is, to affembk another Qmgrefs in the fpring ; 
the parliament of Great-Britain and the deputies of 
the feveral colonibs to meet together, jointly empow- 
ered to regulate the various quotas to be paid by each 
province to the general treafury of the whole empiro, 
I would in addition to that plan prppofe, that a regu^ 
lation, fimilar to what aftually takes place with refpeft 
to Scotland, be adopted las to America, The prppor- 
tion of each colony might be fettled according to the 
land-rax in England, at one, two, or more fliillings 
in the pound. I am not deep politician enough to 
know what the proportion Ihould be of each Province, 
which will yary greatly in half a century, but I fpeak 
of each quota being at all times to be regulated accord- 
ing to the land-tax oi this country. The very extenr 
• five and flourifhing colonies of the Mailachufet's Bay^i 
Virginia, and South Carolina, for inftance, ihould 
contribute more, the fmallcr and poorer colonics of 

<* tncafufcs took place ; the component parts of the empire have, from that mo- 
*5 mcnt| been falling afunder \ and a fotal annihilation of its weight, in the political 
« fca^e of the world, fcems jiiftly to be apprehended.*' 

O ! happy ¥ri%y Council of England^ where fnctnty an^ traib prefide ! 

«< When E^rl Gower was appointed PnjUent §f tbt Council^ the King, with 
<•. his ufual fittccrity^ alTui^d him, th^ he had pot hf d one happy moment, fincc 
** the Duke o^ Bedford left him." Junius, vol. I. p. 172. 

** Is there any one niode of thinking or ^idling w^ith refpedl to Anurica, whic]^ 
f« the Duke ^JGycftw has ;jot fiiccelTively adopted and abandoned ?*' lb. p. 89. 

" In Amer'tcoy we trace you [the Diike of Grafton] from the firft oppofition to 
«« the Stamp- Aft, on principles of convenience, to Mr. Pitt's furreiider of the 
" right ; then forward to Lord Rockingham's furrender of the faft ; then back 
** again to Lord Rockingham's declaration of the right; then forward to taxation 
** with Mr. Townlhend ; and, in the laft inftance, from the gentle Conway's im- 
« determined difcretion, to blood and compiilfiou with the duke of Bedford," 
Fa^c 83. 

« Was not Ltrd Chstb^m the firft, w^ho raifed the Dukt 0/ ^raft^n to the rank 
** and poft of a Minifter^ and the firft whom he abandoacd ? Did he not join with 
« Lord Rockingham, and betray him ? P. 88« 

New 
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"New' Hamplfeire and New Jerfey Icfs ; but, fir, I in- 
fift, not a ftiilling can be taken without their confent *". 
After this day's debate, Ihould the Addrefs now moved 
for be carried in this Hbufe, I greatly fear that not 
only this wife plan of the noble Lord, but every 
idea of a reconciliation between this country and her 
colonies, will be utterly imprafticable. 

The Americans, fir, have of late been treated, both 
within doors and without, in a manner, which marks 
no fmall degree of injuftice, and even a wantonnefs of 
cruelty. We have been repeatedly told to-day, that 
they complain df the Navigation Afl, and infift on the 
repeal of it. We have authentic evidence to the con- 
trary, Jn the refolutions of the Congrefsy they defire 
only to be put on the footing they were at the clofe of 
iHe late war, <^ as ta fbc Jyftem of ftafutes and regula- 
^^ iims\'^ nor arjiQng the various adts, of which they 
foUcit the r-epeal, have they once mentioned either 
the H^ayiggiioff 0|? Declarafory A^, It has likewife 
teex^ afferted, th^t they are froward and angry enough 
Xowijb to'tl^rew Pff the fupremacy -pf th^ ^. mother 
country. Many e:jfpref^ refolutions, both of tlie Ge- 
. neral Congfefs, and th? different Prov incial Aflemblics, 
are the fulleft evidence qf the ienfe, which the Ameri- 
,pans entertain of theif obedience and duty to Great 
]|3ritain. They Jire tqo i^umerqus p be quoted. Their 

* Doncques pour continuer mon propos, y a-t-il Roy ne Seigneur fur terre, qui 
ak pouvoir, oiiti« foa domame, de mectre un denier fur ces fubjets : fans oflroy 
«t coofentement de ccux qui le doivent payer, finon par tyrannic ou violence ? 

Memoircs de Philippe de C«nincs, folio. Paris, de rimprimerie Royale, 
i649,i«igc2fS. 
+ I nerer faw a froward child mended by whipping, and I would not have the 
•'mfltbtr country become zjiepmotbtr. Our trade with Ameiica brings in, com* 
muptibtts aoius^ tw* millions a year. 

Lord Chefterficld's Lcticx of Dec. ^5, 1765, 

fuU 
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fuU claim^ ts ft*ated by themielvef ^ is & explicit axtfl 
clear^ that I beg leave to read it to the Houfe from 
their P^fiiioH to the King *. It dcdarcs, ff^e ajk hut 
fir peoft^ liberty^ andf^ifetj. Surely,, fir, no requeft was 
tever mor<s modeil aqd reafonable, no claim better 
fouitded. It expre&ly meatioos ; IVe wjh not a dim^ 
nution of the prerogative ^ nor do wefilicit a grant of ^my 
0iw right in our favour* Tour royal authority over us^ 
And our conneSlion mtb Great Britain^ tvefhaJI always 
faKtfulfy arid zeaioujly endeavour iofupport pud maintain^ 

What a Gontraft, fir, does this nudte with the pro*- 
<:ef dings <tf adminiftration at home] TJiey are fe^ 
duloufly endeavoucing to tear afonder thofe powi^rfa]. 
ties, which have long and h^^ppUy knit and bound vis 
together. 

The Addrefi^ fir,.^ meptbm thd p^rtlculjir provinctj 
t£, tiie Mafiachufet's Bay as in a ftate of aftual tebelliori^ 
The iother provincf^ are held put to our indignation a6 
piding and ^biUingp Many arguments have be^^ em« 
idoyed by fome learnisd gentlemen ai^ongvus, to involve 
them in all the eqrif«quences dF an opcn| decided re- 
bellion^ and to obtain the fulleft Ofders for our officers 
ifiA troops toaA againft them as againft rebels. Whether 
fheir pitfent fl»te is thatof n?*rf/ioir ^f, or of a fit and juft 
yefiftance to unlawful aftsof ppwcr, to our attempts to 
I'Ob them of their property and Jtberttes, as thty imat 
gipe, I fliall not declare. This I knpYTji a fuccefcful 
reGilance is a revolution, not 2^rebelUoM^, JRe^^lliou ia^ 

^ In the firftCongrefsy figned O^ber 26, 17^ 

f The oath of allegiance binds no private man to more ibsn tb» 1^ ^e6lS| an4 
has no in^uence upon the whole btody of every iiatiop ; mmy primes i^« hfov» *• 
theh- fubjeSs miy by tbi hjurUs^ UfeSt mnd mffcbitfi h§¥gbt up9ti thtm :— HI.CBELi.iQ«f 
t— of idelf is neithei* good nor evil, more than »q «tt)cr wpTt Imt is j«ifl;i| ^ m^ 
\v&^ accordipgto the zsxxi^ ^ xivaiwr 9f it« Alj^ernon Sydo^i p. 416^ 

4?e4 
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«eed kpptdH on the t«k of ^ iftyihg chdhy, M UA^« 
ilMi^^ fldmei ©n ihe breaft-jsHat* of tte Viaroriotrt WaN 
♦ter. Wh6 cto tell, fir, whether in conftqueacfe of 
«ii» ddf si^iblttit aM ttAd Addrejs to ttii Majtftf, thfc 
^Ifbaflrd ihay not b^fe tht6Wn a^ay l^ them as v^eil ai 
ty us ; and ftiotild fufcodfi attend them, xfrhfether in k 
-lew yeirs the indtptftdent Aliiericans may not celebrate 
<hft glofious *ra of the revolution of i77S> as ive d6 
that af 1 688 ? The gjenero«s efforts of our forefathers 
for freedom heairen crowned with fucfceift, ot theit 
lidble bl6o« had dyed on^ Scaffolds, Hkt that of Svottijh 
tiAt6ti and itbeli; tod the period <tf othr hiftory, 
*Whieh doiis us the Inoft honout^ would have beeh 
4eeifaed a Rebellion agaiiift the lawful aluthofity of the 
^rincfey hot a rfefiftaAce *uth6tized by all the laws of 
God arid rhan, hot th6 eipulfion of a tyrant. 

The poKcy, fir, of this meafure I can no rtiore com- 
prehend, than I can acknowledge the juftice of it. Is 
yWf force adequate to the attempt^ I am fittisfied it is 
Hot* What are your armies ? and hoW Are they to be 
kept up and recruited ? Do you recoUedt that the finglc 
provimre of Maffachufet's Bay has at this moment 
30jOoo men well trained arid difciplined? Do you hot 
know that they can bring near 90,000 men into the 
field? They wiU do rt, when eveiry thing dear to them 
is at ftake, when they have their liberties to defend 
dgainft cruel oppreflbrs and tirvaders. You will n^t be 
kbk to conquer and keep even that fingle province. The 
noble Lord * Mrith the blue ribband propofes only 
10,000 of our troops to be there^ including the four re- 
giments nt>w going from Ireland ; and he acknowledges, 
with great truths that the army cannot enforce the late 

, * Lord>JoRTif. 

C aft 
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aflt of parliaiiicnt. Why th^n is it fciit ? Bofton indeal 

you may lay in ^fhcs, or it may be made a-ftrong gar- 

rifon; but the pravince wiU be loft to ypy. Boftoa 

.will be like Gibr^tar- Ypvk will .hold in the province • 

of Maflachuflet's • Bay,^ ^„y^H; ^^ ^ ^P^^^r ^ ^g^ 

.town, while the whok. xrouotry remain? in fhe power" 

.and pofleflion of the enerjvy. Your fleets and armies 

may >kpep a fie\\' ,<9wns on the coaft, . for fome time at 

leaft, Bofton, N,ew-rYorkj, St.Augiiftine:; but the vaft 

continent c£ Aa^rica will be irrecgveraUy Ipft. A fey 

.fprtreffes" on the coaft, and fomc fea ports, onjy, will 

remain in ,ycair poileffion;. All the back (ettjemerjtjs 

,will be indepeu^lent pryou, and will tjhrivejn the'TapId 

prpgreffioa of yovir violence^ and unjuft exad;ions o» 

•the towns* A new and amazing landed /nUr^Ji^mW he 

created. The ajicient ftory of the Plvlofopher Cdanm 

and the Indian Md^-yi^Vi be yeriified. ^ Where you^ti!ead> 

it will be kept dowii^ ^ut it will rife thp more in all 

other parts, A^l^ere your fleets^and armies are ftaii^fled, 

the .pofleflioa will be fecured, while tliey.conriwoe j *but 

.all the jeft 'yvill be loft- In the great fcale of empire, 

-you wUl d^line, J fear, *from the decifton qf tlii^ day-; 

and tlie. Americans will rife to * independence ^XQ-\iOYitVj 

, to all .'the greatnefs of the.moft. renowned 'ftr^tes^ for 

they build on the-fblid .bafis of -f ff^ueral puHici^ii^ 

I tremble, fir,, at the alpioft certain confequepces of 
..fuch ztt Jddrefs, founded . in cruelty and . injuftice, 
.^eqpa^ly contrary , to. t^ie,.fpundr^iaxims of tru< policy, 

' '^>The* Dteclaratfon'of Judrfertitency, by the 'Re'prefcntatives of the United States 
of Americra. in. liougrets affemhted,«5y38 nikdo on the 4th of July, 1776, tbtxB: a 
ygai wind a half after tl.ij Ahl> ej\ of the Houfe of Commons, 

f in Congnefs at rhihulelphia, April 16, 1776, Rdfolved, That 09 Jlaves be 

* imported into any of the Uniud Colt^nles 

and 



and'ti^e^uuefrm^ j^ile pf, natural* right. -.iTK^ Ajtnc- 
ridans Wni' certainly' 'defend tHeif " property <arid'' tlieif 
liberties with the fpirit of freemen, with the fpifit our 
anceftors did, and I.hope we Ihould, exert on a like oc- 
cafion. They will (ooner declare thenifelves indepen- 
dent ^ and rifque every confequence of fucTi a cbnteft, 
than fubmit to the galling yoke, which adminiftration is 
preparing far them.. . .An Jddrejs of.thi* fanguixiaty na- ., 
ture panno^ fail of dViving thetn.to dejfps^ir* , They will , 
fee that you are preparing not only to. draw the fword, 3 
but to .bprn the fcabbard. . In the.moftharlh^manner.; 
you i^re declaring- thoipyfW-T. Every idea of a reconci- ^ 
liation will;Vanifh. .Tliey will purCue.the.moft vigo-^ 
rous meafures in their own^deftJnce. . The wjiole conti- \ 
nent or North America will oe difmembered from Great 
Britain, and the' wide arch of t'he raifed emptor e faiL, .But. . 
I hope- theguft vengeance of the people will.oyeftake . 
the .authors of. thefe. pernicious counfels, and -the .lofs 
of the,;firff province of the.' e^^ be fpeedfly followed. , 
by the lols of. the heads of thofe miiiifters who.advifed 

. : -... :• . 1 



thefe wicked and fatal meafures. 






— . . 'j ' ' ■» ■*, . 

"^^^ '\';-\,;^0t|LS of Feb:'22, 177^. \-\'^ ' ^^^^A 

A»mot^>v(ras made/and the queftion piit, ^^^Kat^tHe-*- 
'^^i.kdbimiqnidf tMs {HotafejJ of thrash- diy^f - Fe- ^• 
?** bfuary iqt(^\th:d{i:j6t^nff^iik€SyJ^itife^'<^ .» 

\^^in ikifrjfficn of FarliA'mem expelkd'thhfl9n*ft^ wasj:' ■ 
'*.* andiSyiMcapdble':ifr.hmg ekaidmMefiibei^ t^ fewi^ : 
A**'itft^ir frefent ParHamerity be expunged from th« 

C a ' - ** Journal^ 



^ JbUTO^s of ^his Houfe, ajf btlng fuWcr^Vc of t)>ft 
*' ng^its of the whole lyxly of debtors of this kLMr»-. 

The Lord Mayor, Mn Wilkes, feid> 

Mi;. %uQakcr, 

The motton, which t ftall have the Honour of fub^^ 
ndtttdg to the Houfe, afiefts, in. n^jr opioiofi, the Verjr 
vittb of this coaftttutipn, the great primary fources oi^ 
the power of the people, whom we reprefenr, vid by 
whofe authority only, delegated to us tot a. time, we are 
a part of the le^^ative lx>dy of thi$ kingdoo^. The. 
prbceedii^; of the haft parliament^ in the bu^nef^ of 
the Middteiex eI^ioos» g^ve a jufl: alarm to aimpft 
eirery ele&or in the nation. Xhe fatal piiecedent then, 
attempted to be, eftabliihed was coniidered as a dire^Jb 
attack on the inalj^niable right3 of the people* Many^^ 
of the qiQ^ re(pedl^ble bodies in this kingdom e^f^refl^d 
their abhorrence of thofe arbitrary meafures. They 
proceeded^ fo far as to petition the crowp for t];e djfjip- 
lotion of that Parliament, as having been guilty of a 
flagrant abufe of their truft.^ Above 60,000 of our 
feilow-fttbjeifts, freeholders of the realm, carried their 
complaints to the foot of the throne? a number furely 
deierviog the higheft regard from every Minifter, 
whole whole att;eptipn ,\v^s,nojt ^nffOUCpdrhy the 6000 
borough eie&ors, who return a majority for him to 
t^f l^fe* T^Q. p^oplc^ fir^ WQre: i« a, fficmem,. 
whi<^'fei%j»t:y5d{t,fiibfidcdf TJHy.n»dfcilV:«»fe«heir 
ovm; lt«r^iMg^A^.BUthe,f>itw^r5.o 
^&H^ .th<( cojQtftitucio^ wlucfat was woimd^d^ through 
My^U aqd the. envenoms^ &a(tSvofa,3f«eI^^a^ 

Oiftraiioti 



liiftltciim {H^lMei At mi Uvii aod libertks 06 )efs than 
^ ft IkKeA inditid^K The pUn was dnried on for 
<ome yww wjith a ^irit of malcvofence and nuicotrr, 
which would tove <Jifgraced the very worft, but With a 
ptrkvttthot Which *rovdd hiiyfc done honour to thfe bcft, 
^^fb« I do not tn^ait^ iiry t6 go through an itkfome 
«tttiil of the various jf*rfecutlbnS ind injuries which 
that perfon fufiered^ I hope with a becoming forti« 
f ude. I have forgiven them* AU the great powers of 
the ftate w^tre at one (sme combined to pour (heir ac* 
eumtilatcid f fengeaiicfc oh me. The two Hoafes of JPar* 
liamrat choie me as the moft acceptably vi3im> which 
could be facri^ced at th"? flirine of their court idolatry ; 
^d even * imperial ycvt pointed his thunder-rbolts, 
red wiib nncpmmpn wi'Mthy %x ttiy devoted head* I was 
fcorchdd^ but not cdnfuthed. The broad ihicld of the 
law prote&ed me, A generous public^ and my nobfo 
friendsj the freehold^ft of Mid4kfe^si the ever fteady 
friends of liberty and their country , poured balm into 
my wounds* They are healed fo that faircely a fear 
retnams. But^ fir, I feel, I deeply feel the wounds 
given to the coiiftitution4 Thay ite ft31 Ucedingj an4 
this Houfe only can heal them, as well as itftor^ the 
conititutipn to its former ftate of purity, health, and 
, vigour. May I be permitted to point out the mode 
of curp, and the falutary methods, which I think yoii 
iaMfgM ra apply ? Before I proceed to the remedy, I 
Ihall beg the ^dulgence of the Houfe to ftatf the cafe 
wkH preot^oi^ 2(nd acct:iracyt \ hope they will forgive 

^ hi JtldiiB'^ letter C6 the Kblg o^ Diet. 19^ 1769, it Is £d^, << thedeftru^tion of 
^^^vB^ [Iffr.l^el] \jea& beau libW, fbr many y«tf$» iifkfih objedt o^ycnir go* 
^rmtbism^ (nUffbiiaff^kfjfi (f'MfHi, vfhomCUiadcpHmUedt^kiMt^ru hut 
^SjffriOinr vfm mofi^ v^bm hi ^gU ft hditt frttfftd th iisfuhji^l.] 

Junius, vicft II. p. j8. 

C 3 a dry. 
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z dry, but. candid andfliprt/ narrative prthQ.pnncipul^ 
.fa£ks, becaufe I mean to argup frpn^itbem,-, I.witt give 
. them as brief as poffible, aod vyith ^1, tbe impartiality 

of a bye-ftander. , ^ 

Mr. Wilkes was firft eledbed. fof thecoynty-vf Mid- 
dlefex, on the 28th of. March. 1768* ; Hejvas* ex- • 
pelled the 3d of February 17.69^ aftd thafqcDad.timp 

; .. chofer^, 

* In that resolution of the "Hoiife of 'Commoiis, ths frji article in the J4\^gre^ate 
Tundoi Mr. Wilkes's crimes, which were the* pretended, caiifes of his txpdljkn and 
incapacity^ is the being author of the Prefatory Remarks on Lord WeymCuth's exc- 
"crable epifUc, relative to ih.^ ftiU unexfiated maffacre in "St. George's Fields on the 
icth of May. 1768,' which the prcfent Comptroller of his Majeily's Houfehoid, 
Sir V/iUiam Meredith, thought a very goo<\ roafou for Mr. WiJJces's tla^ior, • la ' 
his pamphlet of " The" Queftion ftated," Sir William fays, " \Yas I a freq^ioK^er 
.*< of Middlefex, fofer'am 1 from thint^ing,' thai to make,the•feve^eft'animadver- 
f^ fipns on Juib a letter is a ^rouiul of ima/achy, the m<ye a mai\ arraigns ^Whae I' 
*" take to be) fuch unconflitutional pofitions, tk^ Jitier be h jo h§ ewfujitd liiiib-hbc . 
'' tight i of the people,** p. 29. No profec'ution whatever on the cliarge of tHat infilenr, 
'pandAlou^, {tpd ff.di(h'js' lihel^ as' the Prefato^ Ktmarki were voted tO bi by hdtb 
HouJ.sff parliament, of which Mr. WilkT^s avowed hi^mfclf the ajuthocilws b^n 
carried on againft him In any court of law. IlhaU only tranfcribe thetai|ious lib|l^ 
and fonoe pal&ges rdkivfe'to itj ^vitholtl any obfervations., '.•-•••-<»-• * 
. The Pr,fa(ory Remarhvfwe^ • , .''••...''' I 

*'*..-[':- • . ■ Dec. Jo, .I7J^8.. 

I fend you fbe fiUtwin^ fiuibeflffe flute faftr, tVe date of iohkb^ prior ly more tian 
tbree ivuks to- tbs fatal \qH) of Mty;^ fhc^ui bo:ib hng the bcrrlel majfdcrt'in Sk, Gtor^i's 
'Fields had been planned and deter mt red upon, bif^r^ it tbas carnied i^t^JXfc^tiop_^ oad 
h^v; loag a bei^hfrytii can be brooded ii/sr by fom infernal Jptrlls wltlouf one moment* s 
rem'-rjf, .' ' ' ;. . *. *• ** • » ■ •'..''*'"•.''.''*'■ 

lExtra^ frOW Mr. Wilkfcs's Avldref* to thflt-Gou^ity-af ^iddlefjx,- dated from ' tlie; 
; . .; Kill's Sonchl?iifoin, Dec. ; 7*, 1763. ■ :* <-. :r^ > 

I hold myfelf accpuntable^to you fw.r every :;itiQ.n of my life, whick r©f|/ei6lsttye , ■ 
public, rdefiretoftand, or Hill, by your free and uiibia1Xfc(l ja-J^ejiient. '^ ;ivi»h to. 
be dirq^tcd by your counfel andiniViiii^lion in ill matters of imj^ortance. — '-I'ft^e • 
th^ eaili^ opportunity, gentleman, of-ftatiug to you the folffrjvirg; pai^iculars. 
Icaufed'to be* printed and publilhed, in the St. James's Chi'onicle of December the 
loth, a letter of the J^cretaiy of State [Lord Weymouth], wr^ttexi from.St. j^naes's 
pn the 17th of April to Mr. Juflice Ponton, yvith fome Prefatory Rtmaris, I avow 
' the publication of botH.*" t will go further, and declare, t|pia^ Jfirft, feveral n¥>«tlis 
ago, 6-anfmitted to the jprefs the letter of the Secptaiy at War [Lord Barringtonj, 
(lated i^ay the i ith, retuniing thanks ;» tbe King's pame to Uic officers and ibldiers 



chofcn, without oppofiticrti/ the *i6th day of the fame 
pidhth. "^ On the 4ay fQllowing the eleftiori was yagated,* 

\ '\ . ■ ' '.'•• ' y'" afid 

. - ♦ ♦.•-... J . » . t 

ofth&ttiiri i^gikient 6f Guards, CJr the rank ahiJ fo\il ^wrArl committed iiv thei« 
fiekls oa.tbe io(h of'that months My hand treml^ed, while I copied what X 
blufhed tpread; and I gave it to the public in the only way my .prefent fitiiatioii 
could afimk, with the hoper of promoting a parliamentsiry cnqitiryinto th^t'blook)/ 
tranfai^ti^y* whiph: Jc(rii$ this (ec99d'publ^ioa will novv accompliih^ -and "beicaulii 
I think thi^ free nation has a right to be fully informed of^he contUi<^ of adoiinif- 
tfatioti in fo hnpDrtant a concerfl as the lofs of the lives 'of many fubje<5ls. Adtpi- 
niAratioa eomplans of me for h^vmi^ pubiifited the letter of jthe sJbretkry of State. 
I epmplaiji .tq tjje nation that fu(^ a letter h^ been written. This js: ^lot a letter on 

^ ^y perfonaFbufmefs or pleafure. I* would have Ycomed to have piibliilied Any fucKl 
This letter was from a Secretary of State to the Qhairman of the (garter Seffions 
at Lambeth, and is written m tharidteirS of blood. It aflfe(5h deeply the confli- 
tutioa of. this xxKintry/and every man in our ifland. I vvillat prefent* leave it-to- 
the heneft iodisoatioa of every EngUlhman. • I ihaU now only add^, that if I liavo 
(U}t given 40 the fu|»lic a vaoQ, aftlcurate and faithful copy, 1 aik pardon of the Sew 
cretary of State.' If I have, them I w'ill fi^, that for the innocent blood ofojor* 
jxjaatrymod ipiit in c<Mjjfeq»cnce pf ^hat ktter, &^p. writer of it ought ^o afk forgiy^- 
fiefe of Ood and his ' couiitiy, and paf^ thex-em^der'of his life; iQpemtence'^id 

'tears, . •. . ■•,■.•.. . • . ... , 

; ^ . Extradl from the Journals df Feb. 3, 1769, \«)f. X'Xxtl. pa5e*i75. 

Evidence was given to the Ho«fe, by two of their members' in their placijs^' that* 
tlj« letter printed in the faid newfpaper is an exaO <o y of the original letter ad're!!e^ 
{o, and, received by,- DajiierjBontwv E^qwe, Chairnjan of 4^5 Quarter .5eiUons at 
Lamjwth.' . ^ . . - - ^ ' , . , - ' < 

The Speech of Mr. WiikeSjiwhen a Prifhner> at^he Bar of ti^e Houfe of Comnnons, 

''*-.'•; s^^. <., Feb. 3, 1709^ , > - , . . .; • 

l^nSp^aHer,' ''. * . - ./ ' < '" . \.,nj-., 

I acknowledge that I tranff|ptitted to the prefs'the Lett of the Secretly, of Stately ' 
U)rd Weyrnoutih* and that I wrote and published the f>rf»tft^ ^'*3fi* ^^^ >t i and, '■' 
fir,' whWWv^y 'a Secretary .of S^ate fhall 'dare to write fo bloody a fcroU, I will 
through life difi-e-to WritJ fuch P/r/a/»ry Remarh, as well as toixiak£ my appeal to 
the nation on the occaflbii. ^-^flc pafdiqji, fio^that I njade ufe of too mild and 
gent^ ekprellions; when I .^ipent^aed* fo wicked;, ip inhun]an, fo cowardly a maf- 
iacre, as that in St. .Geor^e^s Fields on^ the loth qf May.' I pledge; my felf to 
t^. Iloufei thaj whenever a day.i^all be appointed to go [nto this imix)rtant inquiry, 
I.y/rU bring, evidence here to prove'* the 'truth of every word I have ^ffeited. I 
hope the I^ouife, firi twiUfend for -Mr, Ponton, aiid examine hiijrf, ; whether he did 
pr did not receive that letter from the Secretary of State. . If he ^ifwcjsln the af- 
j^smatiye^. I am .fiire, from the virtue of this Houfe, that *they- will frnmediately 
ofdej: aq ^mjpeachrilent agairift'the Secretaiy to be" carried up to the fiarof the- 
iHoufe* of Peers. ' , ' . ' 

-_ C 4 Extras 
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|p4 he 1^ dcolia|rc4 by % majority of tthe }ioa(tmc(fz 
pakk of being el^ed into that P^irlitunent. Notwith- 
ijta^nding this refolution of the Houfe^ he was a third 
time, on the 1 6th of March, elefted without opppfition i 
fori fuppofethd ridiciiloy(«a»e«ipCQf at ^f- Pingkyv 
ivho had not a fingle fireeholdfcr to |)ropofe, of ¥ot?c foic 
liioi, caiv hanlLjr be called ^ op^uuMu ^a( ^ec^- 
tion however was declared vok) the Mxt d^lfu On tk^ 
li^ of April Mr. Wilk« waj % fonnli tiajm «l«^e4t 
by a n^rity of 1 143 votfti ^igaii^ i/b^. LuttDeU, mka 
^^d oxxiy tpS^ The faijn^ day* ih^s Hoyfif -j- vo^cd^ 

fontoiH E6{ulre» Chaimun of th^ qutMNtfv SoAoni at UinbeO^ md cblii Si^ 
James's* t^ie zTth of; April i76S» ooitfa^A in a temiik nw^upaft ialiiislBi^ 
<( X^ St. Jusw'ii Chroniclei or ik)m lk'ki(h E v t mng Po^ kom TNrfc f^ fa w pia . ' 
«'berthQ9th, toSatunlay, Docenfiier tKd toiliy »7<9i fHnMllf iiiAiy^l|^dHnH» 
<< at thiB BdUnnU Piiotins-OAcei K». io8» Ht* Str ifl t/ ' ol ti4ifclfr\fc»fiiMM. 
JotasWtlkMy E^iire^ a Mcmtor of this Hoqfe, has now at the Bar of this itafii 
confeflfid. bimfeU to%9 tiif ^tbor ap^ piibUOMso i| aQ.i|lM«nt, (csMsjqMSi and Cd^ 
6tiau^v Iibpl» tooding to iiriliamc afid i]b«r up t)>e minds of his Majefty^s (tibje^ls t» 
^it;,PO|^ ^ t9 A Cat4. Cv^bvar Aon o|F, all ^ood order ai&d tof^ novemmcRt. 

ixtraairom the Journals, of 7^. 3, r^^^* rdi XXXIt. pag'^ tf$. 
A motion lieias made, and th| queftkm baing put, that John Wilkes, ^qaate, % 
Kembar of this^HiiuCa» whoMt»U» BacoC thil9pv6i c8iifff|IH14f9^« t^ ]b» 
the author and piibl}<ber of whatt^MS.Hqiif^lHI rsiblvedtobe aa iurdont^ fca^ 
dalous, andiedkious libel, lee. ^c Sec U-^stptSed *bi$ httfi. 

•T«le« ft* th0 Yeas J |j;^\|;^* <^^^^^ 

S6 It was refblv^ in the afSirmaeltr<»« 

*• This uisl^rtunite pe^fpn ha^ been perfaaded;by the QiiKe of Of^fM^ttt ft*-^ 
fr)r Mi<Mlef(x^ Khf grace being deterrninedte> feat him in Che HCMfe of CommMI, U| 
he had bu( afinsk vote, l^ happetiiBd unli^clkily thai he codd M prevaif-.tiixxi. afqr 
OQc fit;eeh<4d«r to |^it him in nomination. Jiinius, r6t^t p* 6^ 

+ Sir Fletcher Nbctpn, lArhen it iiws'ijftjpdfed to plmiih the Sheriiis, dedovd ^ 
^e Hoafeof CQAmoqs, t^ tbi^)r» in recxu^hing. Mr. WiikeSi ^dont no more tha^ 
;^c!r (hit):. J[1Jpia% ^1. !• p. 70»* 
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flpijf^ frooi fbe ^|r«ii^|4$rii qf M^^dlelex by 9 w(>rthy 
Bvoii^t f , who tt Tm 9*ii|y 4A IwilKHV fd tiifs H«^ 

l|oufo of> the 8tU pf M«y f«fo|T<i, *^ lU^ Httnnr 
** Lawcf XAittrell, i:i({uir4», 19 dnly c)^^ * Kn^^ 
f* 9i%h$ §l)ir« t9 f<;^e iti thia {uefoit ^arUiun^ for 
f f ^hc county of Mi44l«fex.'* 

Tb«r^, fi;, »:« the great putUqcs, tb<; k9<i^ng &fti^ 
I yrili not tFpvibk the "CJn^ to xta^ all di« r^^Iutiofu^ 
to which I hav^ alluded. They s|re ftdh^ I 9q» per-* 
^aded, Iq ihfi t^rnotic^ of |^eBt|«meo. I oniy cril 
lort^t; Qif F^h. I7j 1769^ rcfpcfUiIg ia^t^Uy. M t^ 
^i:^iil cooi^ocoo^ of €ifulfi^ 

(Th* C^rl: c^ th|) R«A>lvtioa,} 

Now, Si^ I thnk k fayir t« ila|« to t;h« Hovfe tht 
iRhok cjf «^ I mteqd 10 ino^e in confequenc* of the 
^ ftilted; Md fhff idolutioa jyft n»i. TV firft 
j||o|k{^ I UKeild u» " thtcthe FLe&hitioo of chU Houfit 
** pf ih« t7th of Fe^jruv]!, 1769, TiM 7»*# liWiifj^ 

f fettt^tlnik HuiJSt, mat, <W «r, int»f0l>k^lm% tkMi 

ff 9iw^fi»mdsftj0Mm!^»QfthitH^ 
f^ w4vo o^the x*l^ of the vthole body of ekia»ni of 
ftf t^ l^iofdoia.'' ThU i hoH of w^eQty to r«AB4re tb» 
4lfiii;iii^iqi^i«bieh that Ssiofoiutloo t«»r^vtp^l^ tb^ roo^ 
|M (hfOx ^'^ fuce9e(il» if jttlltee «wt % reYW«w)s Kiif 

the 



Wt ccmlJlttitlcJii prevail jri this Parliament, proceed to 
tije otlief MoHoh^ ''^,Tbat all tliq yeciai:at1ons., ord^rs^ 
V and refolOtions of thjs'fibpfe, tefp^ing'the ele£fiori 
^<\6(](M"^\^^^ for the County 6^ Middle- 

^^" lex* as i voiii ele^ion/the.due and legal election of 
^^\ Henry L;awWt>uttrell, Efquire, Into thfe lafl Parlia; 
^.^^ent; for the^ County' of Middfeftx, and theincapa- 
** city of Jbhn"^ Wiltesi £fq\ilre, to be ekdted a* Meni- 
** ber to ferye in the faid Parliament, tie e^iffiunged **. 
*' from the Journals of this ' Houfe, as "being fubverj 
** five of th^ rights of 'th6 whole bbdy 6f ele6i:ors"of •**-'^' • 
^*tiii5kitg^om:'^:';'i ' [ •'; '^V'. ^.- : ; " -^ 
' ' *, The wdrdsfof the Itefolutiori of the 1 7th of February 
1769; which" I mean more particuterfy'to Combat, '^arel 
** was and is, incapable,^ and the explaftation of i^liSm the 
fame day in the order for a new writ, " in the room of , ^ V 
<* John Wilkes, Eftjuire, Who is adjud'^d incapably 
" of being eledted a Member to ferve in this prefent 
•^' ?ParHan1ent^" * It! the fir ft forniaticm^ofi this govern- 
ment; in theorigiffiil fettlennen^ of ^ou# cohfthmbn, 
the pieople exprfefllyWervetitcr thfeftif^^ea a vety c^oni . 
^ijdefaible part cf thd legiflativ^ pbWof/ i^hich thej^^bri; \ ; 
^ted to Ihare jointly Withr^ iCing aiid-Hdufe^of Lordi 
•F>om thcgrfe^^ popvdation of our Jiland Ihh ri^Kf 
Vdui'd B6t'% \:lafnted -aViU- 'exer^H'^' j^fonally; 4i^4 
thertf&rcj the 'many **were \c6mpfella4 to ^^^egat^^ ft^at 
^^c^^f i to a/i^^ ' vJHo tha5s» v^fere- • cHpfdri ttfeeir ^ d^polS^I 
*ndttgciit6:ohiy,' their Mprefelit^-^^s; i^fdlbws, fr6rii 
tiie'^very idea of a choide', tKat'filcK'^oi^ milfl:' b^ 
if fee>*ftd uncqnttouled, adtbittingclf iJo' %e(W}ftfoifty btit 
TAkJ^m of tU lana,^t6'\vtkk't^*ln^*iind A^ tM 
are equally .fubjed^j ^n4 what, muft aniG^ fr<^ the na- 
tyre of the tfui[{,*' ,A Peer of ParUaimnt, for inftance,, 

cannot 



^pannAt lie' eleAed. a M^itiber 'of the • Houfe ^Goiri- . 
"mofls^'beclufe^lie already forrtis'a part of another 

l)raric)i:of the' fame legiftatiVe boiiy. • A lunatic has a 
• nattirai : incapacity. Other ' ihftancts' might^ tc men- 
■': tionedy \^ tHefe-^two are fufficienie. ' The freeddm of 
trfcaiob ia'theii* the cdiTiman right of -the people 6f 
•JBngland; their fair afld juft- Ihare of power; artd I hold 
. it to be the moft ^orloas inheritance of every ftjlyek 
^ of thisreakn, the npbleft, and, I truft,* the mdft folfd 
! part'of that beautifuh fabric, the Englifli conftitution. 
I }rkxt I:might.leai!,^fir, on th^ moft refpeaable autKi- 

fides which can 'be cited, the fupreme judicature of 
'^phis kingdomi and* the venerable judges of former ages 
,i^s well^as rfour own times. Imrt them accidentally this 

morning:intbe courfi of my reeding, a^ an old friend-^. of 
^ Wilkes and JUherty^ now alas ! loft to . every fenfe di 
. duty 'to his coyntrj^, frequently tells another gr^at af- 
-fertibly; , that he^^^Wi/tf^i/^/// «^^^i. in this manner ^11 h?s 
;tirefome quotations. The Hbufe of Peers, fir/in the 

- * The I>iike«f Grafton. Junius in a letter to his Grace of May 30, 1769, fays, 
y.youcqp3jilj|^e<ir-^fiyQjir/ii/w^, ^r. WiUcgs, who had fuffercllfo rtiuch for rtie 
** party, had been abandoned to his fate - as for Mr. WiJkes, it is, perhr ps, the greateft 
*' misfortune. of his life, tliat you Ifeould have fo many compeafations to-make in the 
*' clofet for your former /^/>n^'> with hin>, Your g^^ipus mafter underilao*^ 
^'your chara<5ter,. and ..makes you » perfecutQr,,bccaufe you. have -beeaa/r/«»4f' 
.Vol. I. p; 79. , ,\\ '!..„•, . . ■'. • r 

Now, my Lord, let m.e aflc you, Has it never occurred to your Grace, while yon 
T^rere withdrawing' this' defperate wretqh.[/Wfl<- ^irli] from that juftice which tl^ 
laws had awarded^ and which the whole people of Engla^id demai;ided ag^nil him, 
tliat there is another man, who. is the feivoifrife aj bis country , whofe pardon wouid ■ 
have been accepted with gratitude, whofe pardon wonld have healed all our div%- 
fions? Have you quite forgotten that this man wii^ once your Grace's^/«<i^qr is • 
i to murderers qiily that you will extend the mercy of the crown > Vol. I. p, 59. ^ 
'■' Was Ke [the Duke* of Grafton] not the ^om friend of Mr. Wilkes, whom henbw 
purfuesto deftrudtion ? Vol. I. p. 89. 

The Ihike of Grafton took the office of Secretary of State, with an' engagement to 

' fupport the Mar<jHisi of Rockingham's adminiftratioh. He refigned however in a 

little time, under pretence that he could not a^ without Lord Chatham, nor i>ear n 

^e tXf, knikts abaudofud* - . Juiiiiv', vol. I. p. 5. note. 

cafe 
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f9ft^ Aibt^aaa Whfte \m 1794* 4bparmfaedt ^ « 
/' oiafi has 9 riglit |a liU fr^hoU by thtP commpii 
^^law; 9a4 {^he kw btvtfig annei^od 1^ right of 
^^ voting tp his freehold, H is of the MMrt t>f ht$ 
^^ fieehohl, and gauft 4ep<kBd upw it/' On Ukf iime 
oecaficH) Ifj^wife fhey deotared^ ^ ii it fbfkt^ t^ftyt 
^* ^ c^piS^ rigjht n^ ehi^Dg b f9uad|64 ii^cai die 
>^ biw gad cuftom of pt|rlkrcHnR(v It is Mtar^tfiirigjk, 
^fari ^tkf fmfiituttm rf thi Ungdm, Ms m9^h m a 
^^fgr^ment is, tod from Whence the pcribiij^ fkA«d 
f* IP fesre ip paf liapnent do ^riv^ t^ir a^dtpr^^ and 
*' can have no other but thu whicli fr givco to th^iii 
^ by thc^th^ havf the orighqlrig^ tocim^liiei(iu'* 
The gr^teft law autl^qrkies^ hoih ancmit and iiipderfty 
^Igrae 10 the opinion, that every Ast^jedt <^i^ ita|tn» 
HOC dHqualified by law, is e^igiUe <)^ common right, 
JLoni Cphe,Lopd Chi^f Jy|^^:e |iole^aiKliff,Btaclt- 
IUhms S af^ tluK oi4y atth^D^ias ^^ 
gard nott ^r> tlie i|avUi^> ^^*b ^^oBaxm pnefM^tiKl 
liy lawyers ^n either houftr ifi Parlia^meoi;, aa ta the 
>^^s.of the ful^, xif^ txMf tlMs I 4c> l» <;o^what 

"^Cliabrl&MslAHieiySctftdtori^ ttie T>6e^ rwxiSUi»^fM h^, 

1«Aap!acetopx«f6rve,tSw^!K£orgotth^ Ijf^luivc^ 

iiHrri>i» g> w tfi ift <« »toi ^«ltiflui #tbp |lrkld|l^K^as wieif an writings, for 

tfi9 defence of truth» oflaw» oSn^Soa, the Dtoaor's ^gk nuQ( be iaA^ tiM^^ 
M\«6o6in(r^[|riftM»cc>4>eae»xs^ ellair, or ^ ^ a ^qotiV^ sf if;;; 

mfiit9i ttttA m7d»K od fcrnpte of coniti||iiig th^ Do^r himrelH Jimiusj^vol., 1 gw 9^ 
' llfh 6i«Qvil|e ^iKited a paflagci fi>omihe 0oaor's excellent C9M«MiMkf^w(ucti 
4Nw<Ur OQiBfiradi^d Che ^K^triot giamQbvul b^ t|ie t>0^r io QW Houfe oTCom* 

|b^ fiiKw«it#»rf«i ;rfwr a lOflf cmrmwaSot^ of difqiiaflficatibiis,' it is adfed, « ]^^ 
^ fti|>i<^^'^'^*^'^^*^^^°QS and difijuatifieatlQn5iy evtry f^il^edl oTttie naola^ is.«^gU. 

^mentarie$9iithe^UwsQf£i)$|aM* Bi^ WIHiaiy ^js^lOkm^ Ifty Vmww 
]%ofi^Qr«CUw^and SoUQtiic-Gta^ 
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llu^ifi ipen &IW tbiif reward. Bu&tlie vond tQni|)aM0 
of 9 proftitute adi^ociaie or judge is beft aniWeicd bf 
the wii^ fiod fober pen ottbcttmc maoy wiieii ia a for^ 
ipercool m^m4Uiit> unhoted bf party faigcf ot fa^oiv. 
after th« fulkft ddiberatioa, he gpve tathe nadon, toi 
the preient age^, and to pofterUy, a £ik and impanial 
detail of their undpubt^ rights^ and whea be boidlr 
dovm in dear aiid e^cefs tttaxi. the pbun law of tfa» 
laiid> LoM Colce ikySj '^ He Which: is eligiUe of mm^ 
*' znon rights carnvK be dii^d^ by the laid ordinaao^ 
** m Ft^rliameati^ Ufljelk it had been by ad of J fadm » 
•^ ment.'' Lord Chitjf J^ftice Holt declam» " th# 
^^ efedioa of knights belongs to the- freeboldtrs o£ 
*^ counties; and it ia an original ^g}at, veftod ia aiA 
*^ inieparablef from the freehold^ and caa no movfr b# 
*^ fevered, from their freehold, thaa^tiieb freehold k^ 
<^ ielf can b6 taken away." Mr. ^uftice HUokftom^ m 
the firit book of his Com$Meniaries an the laws afEtt* 
j^isftd^ has the following words^ ** fubjeft to thefe re* . 
<^ 4lia;ions. aqa. diiquallficacioiis^ iwry fubje^ ol Ai ^ 
*-<*f«dm is digible of cowwim right J^ This coiiiMi. 
r/j;|4^ of the. fUbje^ iir» was violated by the^ nKgomyb^^ 
o^thti? laft'hotrfeof G6mmoit$; smd ! affirm^^ thatthey^ 
and itt partdcular^ if I am. rightly informed, the '^ ni>^ 
bder Loid with the blve rH^band^ commieceid by that 

the Hotife p£ CommaoGr," Tba( tbo woithy magiftr«te' [tiui Loctk Iftfatfi iUk^ 
<«^^$£(tf0^va$mift^ am afcribing td the noble I^r^ with the Uufrrilteidtilttkaii* 
«' cUvptirnia UtwM hifriaithQr> the b«6 Lord Strange i«iHititiA(toiufi^of:charai9WC> 
-fioiW 






ift R;^^?^.j/S»-^^/»^ imgrtaaarfal ^'irHis hou^ bi?l^. 
withmit the i Aterifer^ce'^of^tSe other parts of tfie legtf^'^ 
kti^, took *upc)h^* tlieni't'd make the law; Thejr Ad- 
judged mktncdpdle^efWiri^ elefted 'a ifieiiitier to ferve*^ 
w ifhBit Parliament, althbu^ I was qualified by the* 
W 'of the lao^/ and: thfe 'hoble Lord, declared in this| 
haufey *''!f anf 6chef.c:lrididate had billy fix Votes^ he[ > 
^> would Teat hito forrMiddfefei.'' ''\r rei^eat 
iMs violtece; was • a^ ' ^iftA ' infringement of * Magna 
GhkAiiy hi^hfre)^^^ charter o/ our li-^ 

b»ti*s. The • Woltis/ to whrcfi I ;altti3b, dxi0\t klway s , 
t6'»be written irt;letter§ of gqldr /' N6 freeman^ fliall^ 
•^be'diffeized of His'firechold, qV liberties^ or free cuT- ^ 
^•'tbms^ unTefs "by-the lawfiil judgmeht'of.his peers^'or , 
'bythtUv^ of the'ldnd:"'; By the\cphdu6E\6f that^ 
ifefljbifty; ind bftlig-noble Lofd; they'iffumdd to tliern- ^ 
ftlves the pbwei? of hiakirtg tlie tiw, and at the fame^ 
mbment invaded* die rights pf'xlit Ptoplt; the Kixi^,;^ 

^ the Lords'. * 'T^Ui t^a laft tameif ac4uiefced in th^ 

*.. •' ,. . • .'-^ '•.. :. '\vA.. .. ..' • .: '' V •• , ..■ : ^-••' 

Geher^Fi^zroy, M^mb^ ft^r J^etfofd, ^nd Vicerp^iamljer^in to. thiB <^een^likfe-: . 
iJviTef iflferted, *' That fKe-magiftrat^ was alfo iilflftaken in attributing his /x/>V^«^ t(/' 
« ^9o|l9 I|ord,Wititthebivnril^laftd^f6t;it.Wakaj\tft;aiw meiiwtof 

« the noble Duke/hjs brother, ' wti^ wfS .thei; ^ifiiAer/* ;Th^ 'Lord M^yor, ,*^'^»"* 
Wtlkdy fej^ired, that what one bix)ther had, perhaps with jnore truth than difcretioiy 
coHftBlwithd otlier, might to be'thfe iiiSf<B(Sl'of<irv Impeachnjcnt from all tWe Com- 
mons ^f;England ags^inft tihe yukoof Graftpn, oai^he jveiy evidence of the Mpblb9ir> 
wSofpoke iaft; and,he expatiated on the infolence, ^ he termed it, of a Peer*s;in|tei;- 
ferteg lnthecle<ftioft« and privileges of tlie dofiimoiA, ^d 6f declaring 'wkajhoutdjit ^ 
in that Houjc* l^uch' barefaced ufuitpittionsjxi' the rigHts of the people v^^r^ jis faid^: 
the" old genuine Stuart maxims, which he hoped had taken their flight at the acceflioa 
of ?Ke' Brunfwick line. He concluded, that the Houfe ought to be alarmed at thif 
jopen avowal, that the expulfion of one of their members' was ^favsuyue meafure of 
air arbitrary 'Minifler, the MerafHer o^iuicther IlOtiffej and' pVedeStffmincd in another 
place*; that he could not fuppref J his ibdJgnatian, that any niandould entertain 'the 
id«8 of deriving -'a kind of imputed /rfwi/y merit frt>m a viblatiqn of the laws of his 
caSSktTf perpetrated by.a brother } and that the approbation and voluntary confeffion 
of a crime committed by ancther, but almoft incapable of proof, argued a degree of ' 
fo^y moi^ juftly the obje^ of pity, but a total want of principle, with excited 
honor. 

, a exercifc 



cxt^fcifc of a poweib wt.Vix ha.d ^)ee»,)ft a;Kceat^q|(ta^ 
fatal to thpir .^redeceilors,, W^ pjajt'^afi ead.^tojtlifirff 
very exiweac^;. Ijut , tfee pwple, . f^ , . ^r^ in particulairi 
the fpirited freeholders of this coun^jjf.whqfe rtu^p^ 
paflion is the love of liberty, h^ve not yet forgiven the 
attack on iheir ri^ts, . So ^^^tf^sms a precedent ^ of 
ufurped power, which m^y in future rimes be cited and 
adapted ill pr^a^cfe by,^jdefpfil:ij: .in\£ttftcr. df Ac >, 
cifewn, ought ; to Jb^j ipscpungfcd/ f doiizK.tlie: Jowiials JbP 
this.Houfd^r :, :_. ; , ;.; • .:;. ; ---;,[ Vj - . ' ''• ' , •• 
I have, hearii.and .readlrnftch d^pnc^denfs to juftify^ 
tlbfcd 'pfoge^ifigs of .the h^ Hovtfe of Commons. J own,* 
fir, I value. v^ry litde^thr ;dQt^ri>ie<.of *r. pr^sceibotsv' 
There is fcarcely any ne<^. vilbiri^Utderithe fiiiu . *A* 
precedent can never juftify any ^ftjon in itfelf wick^, 
a^rbbberV for inftanca bij thet heaths bif* Mouriflowor 
Bsiglhof, 'or whifcti there, arc ^innuinerable precedent** 
The bafeft'aftipri§ 'rpay be ju'{lifie.d,by precedents ^fawfl' 
. frorfi'bdd *fimes 'and'bad men.* The'.fole 'queftion* is^- 
Whether' this' power ^ is ndt a direct ufiirpatioa oa the. 
fights of the people? If /i^^/ispr9ve^il,care hot how long^ 
,the ufufpaUon'haS't^bntmued, howortenbeein pradiifedJ 
It is hightirAe t6 ptit ah end to (t, '^*It was the; cafe o^ 
GenerdlWdlrants/ Qne'precedenV Iiowever, tKe'moft* 
>nAftcd upqi>,. J^n^uft take:nQ>:ice..'qfv .b^Cjaufe it is ^id... 
fully to come up to the point,' but; iii myojiiAidn,- in • 
'almoft eveffy part. !t .'ptoves t;he contrary of what iilias.. 
.been -brought ;to fwpperc. Jmean thle remarkable cafo« 
of Mr^/Walpole rn 171 1, a 'period^ % which the rankfeff 
3Vy priQcipi^s -were countenajaced. more than in^anjfv 
other 6f our hifto'ry {>rior to i'y6oi" The cafe, fir, Mi- 

.^ r .«?''». ' •• ' iT 

w "f^Oac, prws^t <lre»ic^ another.i-Thty- fa6a.ateumttlate »nd conftittRd Livw 
WbatyeftwcUf wasAia,to-(iir««loar!ne»* •. ^i . .. . .• 4 

Junlus; Dedication to the Engfiili nasjon, p. 3* 

becij 
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wilBtk here ws$ ih «flfikitted iccunlty', ^idh he htnt 
pdliSfed^ thilc I ihall defli^ h iiiBcy l^ 
ftodl the JoiOfttib: 

^ Kjtfol^i distc Robert #dipdie, Efi|nit^i Miil| 
<^ iMMOydttt feiQoii df PitibaiieKir, c6fnt!iitted a prifotf<!» 
** to the Towct of Loddon, dhd eipelled this Hotrfej 
^'fit M high bfiOth iffin^ kt tbt ei&uut$M cf hh ^e; 

<^ Mill h ineapable bi bekig ele&ed k Meitibbr to kv*4 
^f in tte prefent PirliMiciit/' 

Now, fir, i niuft cffelkt've, ttat iivea /^fe/i / lloufb bf 
Commons, it an sra jfb hbftile tO the liberties not onl)F 
bf England but bf Europe, did not ventilre to idjudgb 
ifr. Walpote iik^apable of being tlcfted a member tb 
IbfVe ih that Parliament mfy becaufe he was expelled f 
^Ut in the ik)dy of the Refdlutioh Itfelf they added ano* 
tftief featoh, which would be tirifiing, if the former Was 
iulficlent and adequate to the pointy the high bre$tb qf 
frujiin the' execution of his ojicey dtd hoioriads iotruftion^ 

It Ai w«ll WG3th remat'king that the eoitipiler df i ^irtaih qualtoj gdle<l 7^# «•>> 
rftiiiUJt Mm fir thi ikuny tf Middliftk iMifid&idf bU th€ liHpuiMce to it£lte (hk 
^ ttte»Ji cae filievHfi^ «HtK| (Vi^ pige i t) *" ReMvfd, ttiit Rdbett ^^l%^4, 
•* Ef<^ havuc 1>0^ ^^ fcfficxi of pi^itiidMiciifc expelled the Roufe, vras «»! is inca* 
^^kl^ of .6e»c eiis^ffed a member to ieirvt in ttie prefent parliament." lliere can* 
tiilliallhMig^fArtfltfBpifibdroflliteir^ nor a ib^g* pr^ 

lliiBpfivepfDordiAhewff^tcAVUMMlhitthe'Vt)^ iirovid oveifiitm 

IttS whote argument. Junius^ voL L pt i45» 

After eoA^iAkift Mi% ilf^olfWiflg kiMft ^oadftM frohrtbe joumlsi-add Ittv-' 
14 expUui^ the purpoliiy which that fliiif)^^ 

1 when 
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^hen Secretary at War. As truftees for the nation, 
they afiigned a public caufe, which muft intereft every 
member of the community. In the cafe of Mr^ 
Wilkes, the laft Houfe of Commons declared, ^* that 
*^ John Wilkes, Efquire, having been, in this Seflion 
*^ of Parliament, expelled this Houfe, was and is in- 
*^ capable of being ele&ed a Member to ferve in this 
*^ prefent Parliament/' The having been expelled^ 
Whether juftly or unjuftly, is the only reafon, which 
they gave to the world • I Ihall not yet, fir, difmils 
the cafe of Mr. Walpole. It will prove another pro- 
pofition maintained by me : it will Ihew the injuftfce 
of the late Houfe of Commons in featirig Mr. Luttrell, 
as Reprefentative for the County of Middlefex. The 
fadt was, that the Houfe in Queen Anne's time, having 
expelled Mr. Walpole, ordered immediately the iflu- 
ing of a new Writ. At the fubfequent eleftion Mx^. 
Walpole was again returned. A Mf. Taylor, who 
had a minority of votes, petitioned ; but the eleftion 
was vacated* Had the doftrine propagated by the 
late majority, and by the noble Lord with the blue 
ribband, been juft and founded, Mr. Taylor ought to 
have been the fitting member, the Houfe Ihould have 
refolved that he ought to have been returned, and that 
the grofleft injuftice had actually beeA committed 
againft him. But even that Parliament, whofe me- 
mory the nation execrates, flopped flxoft in their career 
of iniquity, and did not proceed to fuch enormous 
wickednefs. It was referved for the prefent «ra, when 
Ihame has loft its bluih. Mr. Luttrell was for fome 
years permitted to fit here as reprefenting the County 
of Middlefex, although a great majority of the free- 
holders abhorred and reprobated the idea oi his repre* 

D fenting 
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fenting Aem., on every public occafion declared it, aui 
m their Petition to this Houfegave the record of it under 
their hands to all pofterity. 

Sir, when the ftrong, unanfwerable reafons, on which 
any doftrine is founded, bear me ont, I care little about 
precedents. I recoiled however another inftance in 
more aufpicious times, when a gjorious monarch de- 
fended the conftitution, which he had reflored. It di- 
ireftly meets the objeftioiv (o mu^h relied upon; **that 
^* expulJiDn necefiarily implies incapacity.** It is the laft, 
wjiich I fliall defire the Clerk to read. I wifli him to 
turn to the Journals of Feb. 20, 1698* 

[The Qerk rcad,3 

'* Rcfblved, that Richard Woollafton, Efquire, being 
** a Member of this Houfe of Commons, and having 
•* fince been concerned, and afted, as a receiver of the 
** duties upon houfes, as alfo upon Krths, marriages, 
** ^nd burials, contrary to the A6t, made in the fifth 
^' and fixth years of his Majeft/s reign, for granting 
/^ feveral diaties upon fait, beer, ale, and other liquors, 
^' be txpelled this Hou/er 

Now, Gr^ 1 defy all the fubtlety of the moft expert 
court lawyer among us, all the fophiftry of the bar, to 
reconcile Mr. Woolafton's cafe with the favourite court 
tenet, *^ that expulfion necefiarily implies ineapadtyy 
The fa£t is afcertained, and indeed admitted, that a 
new writ did iflue for the borough of Whitchurch in 
Hampshire, and that Mr. Woollafton was re-eleftcd,, 
and fat in the fame Parliament. Incapacity therefore 
• in the fame Parliament does not necefiarily follow ex^ 
fulfion. 

7 I am 
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t am tea^y to^^dmit, that> where a cle^lr isgai incapa^ 
city exifts, all votes given to a perfon incapacitated are 
thrown away, if th^y are knowingly given to him. 
But, fir, I beg leave to aflert, that this Was not the cafe 
in the Middlefex bufinefs. Mr. Wilkes was qualified 
by the law of the land 5 and the freeholders, who per- 
fectly underftood the clear point of law, as well a$ 
their own rights, exprcffly declared in the Petition pre- 
fented on the a9th of Apl-il 1769 to the Houfe^ <* Your 
*^ Petitioners beg le^ve to reprefent to this honourable 
" Houfe, that the faid Henry Lawes Luttrell had not 
'^ the majority of legal votes at the faid election, tioir 
** did the majority of the freeholders, when they voted 
" for John Wilkes, Efquire, mean thereby to throw 
*^ away their vot^s, or to wave their right of reprefen- 
*^ tation; nor would they, by any means, have ehofen 
" to be reprefented by the faid Henry Lawes Luttrell, 
" Efquire. Your Petitioners therefore apprehend he 
*' cannot fit as the reprefentative of the faid County in 
** Parliament^ without a manifeft infringement of the 
'^ rights and privileges of the freeholders thereof/* 

This Houfe, fir, is created by the people, as the 
other is by the King» What right can th^ majority 
have to fay to any county, city, or borough, you ihall 
not have a particular perfon to be your reprefentative, 
4&nly becaufe he is obnoxious to us, when he is quali^ 
fied by law ? Every county, city, or borough, has an 
equal fight with all other counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs, to its own choiec, to its own diftinA deputy 
in the great council of the nation* Each is free and 
independei^t, invefted with precifely the fame powers. 
I do not mean, fir, now tp eater into the argument, 
whether it may not be fit to give tljis Houfe the power 

D 1 of 
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of expulfion in the firft inftance, for very flagrant attd 
infamous crimes, either committed, or of which, the 
member may ))e convidted, fubfequent to his elcftion^ 
The fending the member back to his conftituents on 
fuch ground might be confidered as an appeal to the 
people. If however his conftituents Ihould differ in 
opinion from, the majority of this Houfe, if they fhou^ld 
think him fit to be re-elefted^ he ought to be admit- 
ted, becaufe he claims his . feat under the fame autho- 
rity by which every member holds the privilege of fit-^* 
ting and voting here, a delegation from the people, 
their free choice. The firft appeal to the conftituents* 
might in many cafes appear juft and reafonable. The 
appeal certainly lies to them, for they are the fountain 
of this p9^yer. We exercife their right. By their re- 
prefentation only we are a Houfe of Parliament. They 
have the right of chufing for themfelves, not a Majo- 
rity here for them. 

"Sir, I will venture to affert, that the law of the land, 
by which all courts of judicature are equally bound, is 
overturned by the power lately exercifed by a Majority 
of a Hojafe of Commons. The right of eleftion by 
law is vefted in the freehold. It is not placed in you,' 
))ut in other hand?, in t:hofe of tlie freeholders, . or the. 
conftituents. Your predeceflbrs not only robbed a 
particular county of its nobleft' privileges, but they 
changed the conftitution of a Houfe of Commons. 
The freeholders of this county and the nation abhorred 
the proceeding, and pourpd their execrations on the 
treacherous authors. From us not only they, but the 
law and conftitution, now expedt a full reparation of 
the injury, by refcinding the Refolution. 

. . This 
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- This ufurpation, if acquiefced under, would be at- 
tended with the moft alarming eonfequenees. If yoa 
c^n rejeQ: thofe difagreeable to a majority, and expel 
whom you pleafe, the Houfe of Commons will bey^/^- 
created and JHf-exiJiing. You may expel till you ap- 
prove, and thus in efieft you nominate. The original 
idea of this Houfe being the reprefentative of the com- 
mons of the realm will be loft. The eonfequenees of 
fuch a principle are dangerous in the extreme. A 
more forcible engine of defpotifm cannot be put into 
the hands of a Minifter. I wifti gentlemen would at- 
tend to the plain eonfequenees of fuch proceedings, 
and confider how they may l>e brought home to thera- 
ielves. A member hated, or dreaded, by the minifter, 
is accufed of a crimen for inftance, ofteingthe author 
of what he thinks a libel. I feledt this cafe, as being 
the crime the leaft likely to be committed by any 
one gentleman of the prefent majority of this Houfe. 
No proof whatever is given on oath before you, be- 
caufe you cannot adminifter an oath, except in the 
cafes provided for by adt of Parliament. You deter- 
mine the/tf5 however, and thus the Minifter begins 
with invading the rights of Juries. Before any trial, 
he gets the paper voted a libel, and the member he 
wiflies expelled is voted to be the author, which is a 
faSt this Houfe is not competent to try and determine. 
Expulfion means always, as it is pretended, incapacity. 
The member is accordingly adjudged incapable. He 
cannot in confequcnce be re-eleifted, and thus is to- 
tally excluded from Parliament. By fuch manoeuvres 
-a minifter may garble a Houfe of Commons till not a 
lingle enemy of his own, or friend of his country, is 
ieft hire, and the reprefentation of the people in ^ 
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i;reat ^^ree ftnnihiltted. Corruption had fiot lent 
<lefpotifm winigs to fly fo high in the reign of Charleft 
I, or the minifter of that day would have been con-* 
tented with expelling Hampden^ and the four othet " 
heroes^ becaufe they had immediately been adjudged 
incapable^ and the««by incapacitated from thwarting in 
parliament the arbitrary meafures of a wicked court. 
My expulfron was an eafy viftory over liberty and the 
conftitution. It went with wonderful expeditioa 
through all the forms of this Houfe, for it was known 
to be a meafure previoufly adopted in the cabinet^ 
whofe members have through the * prefent re'iga fre- 
quently dared to deliberate on the invafion of the 
deareft rights of their country. 

Upon all thefe confiderations, fir, in order to quiet 
the minds of the people, to reftore our violated con^ 
flituticMi to its original purity, to vindicate the in^ 
jured rights of this county in particular, and of all the 
eledors of this kingdom, and that not the kaft trace 
of the violence and injuftice of the laft parliament in 
this important caufe may difgrace our records, I hum-i 
bly move, " that the refolution of this Houfe of the 
^^ 1 7th of February 1 769, that John Wilkes^ Efquire^ 

* One of the firft a£te of thfe prcfent reign was to difmifs Mr. Leggie, becaufe 
he .had feme years before I'efiifed to yield his intereil in Hampftiire to ' Scotchmai> 
\Sir Zmeon Sfuart"}, recommended by Lord Bute. This was the reafon publickJy 
aifigned by his Lordfhip. Junius, vol. II. p. 35, 

The tranfadtion, to which Junius alludes, is related at large in a 410 pamphlet 
compiled &'om original papers, intituled, S^mt A:e%ttm of tbt Charaaer 9/ the Ute 
M frht HouourahU Henry BVfon I ^e, 

Mr. Lcgge received a verbal meffage from Lord Bute by Mr. Martin [Samuel 
Martin Eff.'} Dec. iz, 1759, the }>urport of which was, as It ftandfi upon Mr. 
Legge's paper, " that he ihould bid adieu to the County of Southapipton at the 
*< general eledlion, and aliift, as far as lay in his power, the Prince of Waled [now 
<* George the Third's] ^ominaticn oftvf* mtmhers" p. 16. 

Before the talons were grown, fuch things were remarkedi that every man of 
retiedtion dreaded the moment of maturity. 

^^ having 
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^ bavii^ h$en^ in fbh/f^n (f Par/iamtnt^ f^JUd tbit 
^* HQufe^ WASj and js, mapMe ofbting ile{iej if Mm- 
^^ her io JenH in the pr^fint Parlumem, be expungf 4 
^^ from the JournaU of this Houfe^ 9$ being fub- 
<* vcrfive of the rights of the whole body of j^le^korg 
^^ of thi$ kii^dooi.** 



Votes of March 29, 1775. 

Ordered^ That the order iftf the day for the (ccond 
reading of the Bill to incapacitate Williatn Abraham, 
James Anderfon, junior, &c. &c. from voting at elec- 
tions for Members to ferve in Parliament, and for the 
preventing bribery and corruption in the eledtion of 
Members to ferve in Parliameflt, for the Borough of 
HmJon, in the county of Wilts, be now read. 

Sir Cecil Wray, Member for Eaft R^etford, gave no- 
Itice in a very fpirited manner, that he would move the 
Committee to infert likewife in the Bill the names of 
the Bribers, the Candidates themfelves. The Lord 
Mayor^ Mr. fVitkes^ obferved, that the punifhment 
ought to extend farther as to all the parties, and men- 
tioned a great deftfdt in the Statute Law againft Bribery 
and Corruption ; that at prefent a perfon convifted of 
bribery and corruption was indeed incapacitated from 
voting for a Member of Parliament, but not from 
becoming himfelf a part of the legiilative body, and 
actually fitting in that Houfe. He added, that there 
vra* at that time a * gentleman in a high and lu- 

♦ The perfon aUudcd to is fuppofed to be Bambcr Gafcoyne, Efq. Member for 
Troro iri Cornwall, now a Lord of Trade* who was profeetited to ixjovidirion for 
t^rti^ejry at a fqpner election for Maiden in £(rex, 

P 4 crative 



( 40 ) 
crative bfficc under the Crown, beftowed upon him 
lince he , was perfonally convidted of bribery and cor- 
ruption, who was admitted and acknowledged to be a 
Member of the Houfe of Commons in this very Par- 
liament. He appealed to the Minifter himfelf, who 
was prefent, for the truth of the affertion ; but no an- 
fwer was given. He further remarked, that the mode 
propofed by fome gentlemen, of profecuting the' 
eleftors of Hindon in a court of law, inftead of punifh- • 
ing them by the prefent Bill, would let half the guilty 
efcape, even fuppofing a lawyer could be found public- 
fpirited enough to undertake fo many and expenfive 
caufes, under the known cireumftance of the poverty 
of the parties, and their inability to pay the penalties ; 
for, as the law now ftands, any perfon guilty of bri- 
bery and, corruption, who inforn^s againft another 
equally guilty, faves himfelf, and acquires a perfonal 
indemnity ; that this would certainly be the cafe of 
the venal wretches at Hindon, and confequently 94 of 
them might efcape the punifliment which all the 188 
fo highly merited ; whereas the mode of a Bill in Par- 
liBment dealt out equal .and exemplary pujfiilhment to 
^11 the guilty. 



Votes of Oftober 26, 1775. 

Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to 
His Majefty, to return His Majefty the thanks of this 
Houfe, fpr His moft gracious Spi^ech from thQ 
Throne, 

Tq 



( 41 ) 

To affure His Majefty, that wc have long lamented 
the condition of our unhappy fellow fubjefts in Ame^ 
rica^ feduced from their allegiance by the grofleft mif- 
reprefentations, and the moft wicked and infidious pre- 
tences, &c. to declare, that His Majefty's faithful 
Commons took a fincere part in His Majefty's paternal 
defire, rather to reclaim, than to fubdue the moft re- 
fraftory of His Colonies, &c. the rebellious war now le- 
vied is become more general, &c. that we thankfully 
acknowledge the gracious confidefations, which in- 
duced his Majefty to fend a part of His Eledoral troops 
to the garrifpns of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, &c. 
that we are bound in duty to return His Majefty our 
particular thanks for pointing out to us, from the 
Throne, the conftitutional refource of our well- mo- 
delled and well-regulated national MtlUia^ &c. and to 
affure His Majefty, that we hear with the higheft fa- 
tisfadtion the affedtionate declaration of the father of 
bis FeopUj &c. &c. &c. 

The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes^ faid, 

, Mr. Speaker, 

I entirely agree with the honourable gentleman *, 
who feconded the Motion for an Addrefs to his Ma*- 
jefty^ that every man ought now to fpeak out ; and in a . 
moment fo important as the prefent to the whole em- 
pire, I think it ill becomes the dignity and duty of 
Parliament to lofe itfelf in fuch a fulfome adulatory 
Addrefs to the throne as that now propofed. We 
pught rather, fir, to approach our Sovereign with 
found and wholefomc advice, and even with remon- 

* Governor Ly ttclton. Member for Bewdlcy, now Lord Weftcote, a Lord of the 
Treafiuy. 

ftrances 
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ilrances againft the coDdud: of his mmifters^ who have 
precipitated the nation into 2Xi unjujly ruinous, feicnious,' 
and murderous war. I call the war with our brethren 
in America an unjuft, felonious war, becaufe the primary 
caufe and confefled origin of it i$, to attempt to tak^ 
their money frotn them without their confent, con^ 
trary to the common rights of all mankind, and thofe 
great fundamental principles of the Englifh conftitu- 
tion, for which Hampden bled. I aflert, fir, that it 
is in confequence a murderous wzr^ becaufe it is an ef* 
fort to deprive men of their lives for ftanding up ia 
the juft caufe of the defence of their property, and 
Cheir clear rights^ It becomes no lefs a murderous war, 
with refped): to many of our fcllow-fubjedh of this 
iiland ; for every man, either of the navy or army, 
who has been fent by government to America, and 
fallen a vi<^im in this unnatural and unjuft cc»iteft, 
has, in my opinicm, been murdered by adminiftration, 
and his blood lies at their door. Such a war, I feary 
(ir, will draw down the vengeance pf heaven upon this 
devoted kingdom. . • 

I think this war, fir, fatal and ruinous to our coun-r 
try. It abfolutely annihilates the only great fource of 
pur wealth, which we enjoyed unrivalled by other na^ 
iions *, and deprives us of the fruits pf the laborious 

induftry 

f The Spoc6h of the LORB MAYCMl, Mr. mfht^ from tUe JiiMii& ^ Gxnkh 
Jwll, to Uk COMMON HALL, Aprii 5, 1775. 

GtHtlemen ofihe Ltturf^ 
It wpiiM ill become me qjh this inopoitant day to tak^ up much of your time, 
1 vciy readily complied with the rcquefl of feveral refpe<5labre Citizens to call tliis 
Common Hall, #om every feeling of iu^^e and humaiuiy tpour peiiecofeed bcet&ltii 
in 44merica, and the feta^ ^onfcquences I forefee of the violent proceedings no\y « 
canrytn^ «o, -vi'hiciijaiuaft €p deefviy 20a& die froiJperiQr, mK tiiiix o^'t^ tio^ ^^'^^ 
commercial city in the world, but like wife the whok iiiu^tlom. 1 will only, gen-t 

tlemeu. 
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Ittduftry df ncttr three millions of fubjefts,^ which cen* 
tered here. That commerce has already taken its 
jflight, and our American merchants are now deploring 
f he confeqtwnces of a wretched policy, which has been 
purfued to their deftruftion. It is, lir, no lefs ruinous 
with regard to the enormous expence of the fleets and 
firmies ncceffary for this neferious undertaking, and 
pf confequence the enormous fupplies to be raifed •^ 
fo that we are wafting our prefent wealth, while we 
are deftroying the fources of all we might have ia 
future. An humane mind mull contemplate with 



tiemfln, beg letvc to rea«l to y<9n, from fmr 9Wii i«bor!s on this ff/bjfdEt, tbi ^ 

0f a pecition from this Metropolis to both Houfes of Parliament, kNi; befon tliB 
fft e f o it imhappy conteft b«*?fcen the Mother Country and her American C§lomtM 
begs^ fo k«g a{^ as the year 1739. 

'< Tlie Citizens of London are too dee{4]r ioterfefted ia whatever «flb6b 4l» 
f trade df this nation not to expi*efs the utmoft anxiety for the welfare of that ooif 
f* icnirce of mir iiches. The petitiooers appr^iid, that the trade ftvm thefe fftt 
.<< Mi^efty's kingdontt to His America Cdknutp is ^ tke wnmef impttmmcf, misku^ 
^' the only profitable trade tbt'i «ation mno enjoy t unrivatied hy eihrrs,'* 

H, O0ntlenien,the trade toonr American Vnbnfn neai' forty years ago was, acconi* 
ihg to the declared oi>kiioa of this M«tropaUs» of fwch tin|K>rtaiioe, the xnatins cii» 
tries for feveral late years made in the books of the Cu£lon>-hoiife, which are al- 
jnoil daily before ^4»r eyes, will beft demonftrate to ^iiat an immenfe ms^ltude 
it is fmce g<Fown, and that fuch an obje6b calls fer o«r moft earneft, unwoned 
Attention and regard. Whatever your determinations may be, you may be aflurad 
df the hearty concurrence of your Chief Magiflrate. 

"> In the Speech from the Throne or the fame day His M^^efty dedsre^^ 
^ amoi^g the many unavoidable ill coaie(}uenoes of this ReMhny none afifis me 
** more fenfibiy than the extraordinary burthen which it muft create to my faithful 
f* M>je^." This pafTage is a clear dcmonftration, that the Speech from tte 
Throne mnftbe confidered as the Speech of the Minifler, notofthe Sovere^. 
^he Minifler, who controls the finances of a (late, would naturally dwell on tho 
great expence of a rebellious war j but a good and humane King, who loved hi| 
peo|fle, would be marefenfib!y 'afkSed by the idea of the cruel effiifion of the bloody 
^md the lofs of the lives, of many thoufands of his fubjedb. 

En 1744, Menin eft attaque par les Franyois. On dit \ Louis XV qu'ei^ 
brufquant tme attaque qui coAtera quelques hommes, on fera quatre jours plutdt 
^ans la ville. ** £b bien," dit le Roi, ^ prenons-Ia quatre jours plus tardi 
f« j*ain|e mieux pewlre quatre jours dwant une place, qu'uii fcid de roes A^jets." 

Jounialdc Louis XV. 

agony 
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agony the dreadful calamities and convulfions^ whscH 
are the confequence of every civil war, and efpeciallf 
a civil war of this magnitude and extent. 

I fpeak, fir, as a firm friend to England and Ame- 
rica, but ftill rnore to univerfal liberty, and the rights 
of all mankind. I truft no part of the fubjefts of thi$ 
vaft empire will ever fubmit to be ilaves. I am fur^ 
the Americans are too high-fpirited to brook the idea, 
your whole power, and that of your allies, if. you had 
any, even of all the German troops,, of all the ruffians 
from the Norths whom you can hire, cannot efFed 
fo wicked a purpbfe. The condudt of the prefent ad- 
miniftration has already wrefted the fceptre of America 
out of the hands of our Sovereign, and he has now 
fcarcely even a poftmafter left in that whole northern 
<56ntinent. More than half the empire is already loft, 
;ai?d almoft all the reft in confufion and anarchy. The 
miniftry have brought our Sovereign into a more dif- 
graceful fituation than any crowned head now living. 
He alone has already loft, by their fatal counfels, 
more territory than the three great united powers of 
Ruffia, Austria, and Pruffia, have together by a wicked 
confederacy robbed Poland of, and by equal adts of 
violence andinjuftice from adminiftration. 

England W3is never engaged in a conteft of fuch im-r 
portance tp pur Qipft valuable concerns g,nd pofleffions. 
We are fighting for the fubjedtion, the unconditional 
fubmiffion, of a country infinitely more extended than 
our own, of which every 4ay increafes the wealth, the 
natural ftrengch, the population. Should we not fuc- 
x:eed, it will be ^ loft never enough to be deplored, a 
bofom friendftiip foured to hate and refentment. We 
ihall be confidered as their inpft implacable enemies. 
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an eternal* fepatatioR will follow, and the gfandeUr o# 
the Britifli pmpire pafs away. Succefs, Jinal fuccefs^ 
feems to me not equivocal, not uncertain, but impof 
fible. However we may difier among ourfelves, they 
are perfedly united. On this fide the Atlantic party-' 
rage unhappily divides us, but one foul animates the 
vaft northern -continent of America^ the general con^ 
grefsy and each provincial aflbmbly. An appeal has 
been made to the fwoid ; and at the clofe of the laft 
campaign what have we conquered ? Bunker's Hill 
only, and with the lofs of 1200 men. Are we to pay 
as dearly for the reft of America? The idea of the 
conqueft of that immenfe continent is as romantic as 
unjuft. 

The honourable gentleman *, who moved the Ad-; ' 
drefs, fays, " the' Americans have been treated with 
*^ lenity.'' Will fads juftify the aCertion ? Was your 
Bqfton port Bjll B, meafure of lenity ? WeiS your ^Jhety 
Bill a meafure of lenity ? Was your Biliyir taking away 
the charter ^of the Maffachufefs Bayz meafure of lenity> 
or even jufticp ? lomit your many other grofs provo- 
cations and infults^ by which the brave Americans 
have been driven into their prefent ftate. He affertJ 
that they avow a difpofition to be independent. On 
the contrary, fir, all the declarations, both of the late 
and the prefent congrefs \, uniformly tend to this one 
objeft, of being /)«y on the fame footing the Americans 
were in the year 1763 J. This has been their only de«- 
1^* mand, 

♦ John Dyke Acland, Efq. Member for Callington, in Cornwall, 
f The firft Congrefs was held Sept. 5, 1774, at Philadelphia, The fecpn^' 
May loi 1775. 

J Queft. What was the temper of America towards Great Britain hefirt tht 
jfear 1763 ? 
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iteftiidl, from which they have never varied. Thctf 
daily frayits and petithns are for iiieriy^ fnc0^ and 
fafety. \ ufe the words of the Cmgfefs the laft year. 
They juftly cxpeft to be put on an equal footing with 
the other fubjcds of the empire, and are willing to 
ccxnc into any fair agreement with you in commercial 
concerns. If you confine all our trade to yourfelves, 
fey they ; if you make a monopoly of our commerce ; 
if you Ihut all the other ports of the world againft us, 
do not tax us likcwife. If you tax us, then give us a 
free trade, fuch as you enjoy yourfelves. Let us have 
equal advantages of commerce, all other ports open to 
us ; then we can, and will, chearfiiUy, voluntarily pay 
taxes. You will have a free-will offering given with 
plcafurc, not grudgingly. 

It muft give, fir, every man who loves this country, 
the deepeft concern at the naming in the Addrefs 
fcreign troops, Hanoverians and Heffiaas, who are now 
call^ to interfere in our donieftic quarrels, not to dwell 
this day on the illegality of the meafure, the danger 
and difgracc attending foreign mercenaries. The militia^ 
indeed, are we are told to be now employed, and that 
Boble inftitution is at prcfent complimented by minii^ 
ters, but we know they hate the very name of a militia^ 
tnd that meafure ia adopted only becaufe the embody-* 

the Crown, and paid, in all (heir courts; obedience to AAs o^ Parliament. Nu* 
ner9us as ch9 people are in iIm ftvcral old fircriflc«s, thejr ooil ymi iwchbig in 
forts* citadels, garrifons, or armies^ to keep them m fubjc<tiofi« They were go« 
verhed by this country at the expence only of a little pen^ inki and paper. They 
were led by a^ thread. They bad O0( only* Itiftk, but 9» ^fMm^ fcr G«at 
Britain, for its jaws, it« guflctfns, d^ iQanoeiv, aa4 eveo « to^pmCs for ^ts Mu«ns| 
that greatly increafed the commerce.. Natives o£ Britain were always treated m^HH 
p^cular i-egard ; to be jan Old-England^tnflnf was^ pf jtfeli^ 9. ch9r;»6tQr "4 ^Jvn^ 
refpeAy and gave a kind of rank among us. Dr. Franklin's Examinati^; p* 1 1 1* 
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ing of thofe forces enables adminiAration to butchif 
raore of our fellow-ftibjefts in America. 
• Sir, I difapprovc not only t^ie evil fpirit of the whole 
Andrefsy bat likewife the wretched adulation of alniofl 
every part of it. My wifli and hope therefore is, that 
it Will be rejed:ed by the Houfe ; and that another du* 
tifol, yet decent, and manly, Addrefs will be prefented 
to the King, praying his Majefty to Iheathe the fword^ 
preveni the farther efiufion of the blood of our fellow- 
fubjedrs, adopt fome mode of negociation with the,ge« 
neral ccmgrefs, in compliance with their repeated />^//- 
tions^ and thereby reilore peace and harmony to this dif- 
trade^ empire. 



Votes of Novemder 27, 1775. 

A Motion was made, and the Quefticwi being propo(ed 
** That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Ma^ 

. ^^ j^fty^ humbly requefting, that his Majefty wo\ild 
** be gracioufly pleafed to impart to this Hoiife, who 

. f' were the original authors and advifers to his Ma- 
*^ jefty of the following meafures, before they were 
*^ propofed in Parliament — for taxing America, 
^* without the confent of its Aflemblies, for the pur- 
*' pofe of a Revenue, &c. &c." 

Mr. fF/Zferi laid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

The Addrefi to his Majefty, which * the honourable 
gentleman has moved this day, is fo eflcntially different 

* Mr. Aldernian Oliver, Member for Loadoo. 

from 
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from all other late adidreffes to the throfie, thit 1 oWfl 
it meets with my hearty concurrence. I think it, fir, , 
of the utmoft confequence to know the original author^ 
and advifers of tl^is unjuft, pernicious, and calamitous, 
war, which has already deluged with blood a part of. 
America, and fpread horror and deVaftation through 
that whole northern continent. When fo many pro- 
vinces of the empire are already loft, and the reft ac- 
tually engaged in a cruel, civil war, we ought not to 
fit down in a criminal fupinenefs* It becomes our duty,- 
as the grand inqueft of the, nation, to find out and pu- 
nish the delinquents, by whofe fatal counfels fuch evils 
have been brought upon this convulfed and almoft 
ruined ftate. We owe it to the people at large; and 
feveral of us have it in exprefs charge from our con- 
ftituents. 

We are, I fear, fir, on the eve of an eternal, political 
reparation from the weftern world, unlefs a very fpeedy 
reconciliation ihould take place. - If the prefent mo- 
tion happily meets with fuccefs, I am fure it will do 
more towards a fincete^ lafting, and hearty union with 
America, than all the captious and fallacious propofals 
of adminiftration. The Americans will then believe 
we indeed defire a reconciliation with them, and tl^ey 
will at length begin to have confidence in our counfels, 
when they fee the vengeance of Parliament fall on the 
authors of our common calamities.. The principles of 
violence and injuftice, which have hitherto prevailed, 
they will fee, if the Houfe is really in earneft to treat, 
yield to equity and moderation ; a negociation on fair, 
^qual, and juft terms, may enfue, and a general tran- 
quillity be re-eftabliihed in an empire, which is now 
Shaken to its very foundation. 

I really 
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1 feally ttink, fir^ this is almoft the only method 
How kft of extricating ourfelves with honour and dig- 
nity from ouF prefent alarming difficulties. You have 
voted fleets and armies, and your forces figure greatly 
in the papers of the Secretary at War, and in the ex* 
penfive eftimates on your table* But the minifter 
knows very well they are not equal to the mad project 
of fubjug^ting the vaft continent of America, nor do I 
believe the whole ftrength of this kingdom adequate to 
fuch an attempt. After a very bloody campaign you 
have conquered only one bill of lefs than a mile*scir* 
cumference, for you were fufFered to land as friends in 
the only fea-port town of any confequence which you 
pofiTefs* Would the noble * lord, whom his Majefty 
has lately raifed to one of the higheft civil offices , if 
he were fent on a military fervice, would he venture, 
even at the head of the whole Briiijh ^avalry^ to ad- 
vance ten miles into the country? He would not, I am 
perfuaded, be fo rafli; nor do I think his fpirit quite 

^ Lard Georgi Sackvillf Germaine^ one of His Majeffy's Principal Secretaries of 
State Ifir Amrka2» 

Froit) the London Gazette of April 169 176a. 

Tl>i& Court [a Genir»l Court- Mart iaf]y upon the confideration of the whole matter 
before them, is of opinion^ That Lord George Saekville is guilty of having di/oheyed the 
prderi of Prince Ferdinand of Bnmfwick, whom he was by his CommilTion and In-» 
ftru^ons- diredled to obey, as Commander in Chief, according to the rules of war; 
and it is the further opinion of this Court, that the faid LW George SackvilU h, 
and he is hereby adjudged, unfit to ferve Hh Afa^rfy in any Militazy dapacity 
Hobatever, 

Froni the London Gazette of Nov. 11, 1775. 

His Majefty liaving pleafed to appoint the Right Honourable Lord George Saek^ 
vUU Geimaine to be one of His Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State, his Lord- 
ihip was thi:i day, by His Majelty's command, fworn one of His Majefty's Prin^ 
€ipal Secretaries of State accordingly. 

E daring 
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daring enough to make the attempt. And is any mi* 
nifter weak enough to flattter himfelf with the conqueft 
of all North America ? The Americans will difputc 
every inch of territory with you, every narrow pafs, 
every ftrong defile, every Thermopylae every Bunker's 
Hill. A train of moft unfortunate events will probably 
enfue, and the power of recruitingi perhaps fubfifting, 
your weakened forces, at fuch a diftance, be loft. After 
an unavailing ftruggle of a very few years, when the 
ruined merchant and manufadturer befiege your doors, 
you will perhaps think of naming ambaffadors to the 
general congrefs, inftead of the wild and expenfive jobb 
and farce now ^ in contemplation, of thirty commiffi- 
oners, with a falary of four thoufand pounds each, ta 
cry Peace, when there is no Peace. 

Yet, fir, I think Peace abfolutely neceflfary between 
Great Britain and America, and therefore I approve 
the prefent motion, as holding out the olive branch. 
The Americans, are rapidly increafing in population, 
and in the knowledge of all the ufeful arts of life. 
Alas ! fir, they are not ignorant even in the fafliionable 
art of murdering our own fpecles. The late worthy 
governor of Pennfylvania * declared at the bar of the 
other Houfe, that that province now grew more corn . 
than was fufficient for the fupply of its inhabitants; 
that they exported confiderably every year; that they 
perfectly underftood the art of making gunpowder, and 
had efFedted it ; that they had eftabliihed (everal works 
to procure faltpetre; that they had the materials and 
means in great plenty of cafting iron cannon; that the 
art of cafting both brafs and iron cannon, as well as of 
fabricating fmall arms, had been carried to great per% 

* Richard Penn, Efq; was examined b^forethc Hgwfe of Loi'Us, Nov. |o, 1775. 
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itSdon; and that they were expert in Ihip-building btf- 
jrond the Europeans. He declared likewife, tbaf fingle 
province had aftually enrolled 20,000 men in arms, 
embodied, but not in pay^ and had 4000 minute meh 
ready on the firft hoticd of any danger. The authentic 
accounts of the preparations for the forming, trainings 
and difciplining troops in the Maffachufets Bay arid ih 
Virginia are equally forniidable, nor are they inconfi- 
derable in the othfer united provincesi Every idea of 
force therefore on our fide muft appear infatuation. 

All wife legiflators, fir, have cdculated the ftrdngtli 
of a nation from the number of its inhabitants, the la- 
borious, ftrong, and aftive. The population in moft 
parts of America is doubled in the courfe of nineteen 
or twenty years ; while that of this illand is known ra- 
ther to have decreafed firice the year 1692. The emi- 
grations of late from the three kingdoms have been 
amazing and alarming. Our own people have fled irl 
multitudes from a government, ' under which they 
ftarved. It appears from the niceft calculations, that 
many more of our fellow-fubjedks have voluntarily left 
this kingdom for America — never to return---than I 
believe adminiftration has hitherto fent in their pay 
both of fleets and armies-^riever to return-— in any 
confideyable proportion I mean of the force fent. The 
Americans, fir, are a pious and religious people. With 
much ardour and fuccefs they follow the firft great 
command of Heaven, Be fruitful, and multiply. While 
they are fervent in thefe devout exercifes, while the 
men continue enterprifing and healthy, the women 
l^ind and prolific, all your attempts to fubdue them by 
force will be ridiculous and unavailing, will be regarded 
by them with fcorn and abhorrence. They are daily 
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ftrengthening ; and if you lofc the prefent moment of 
reconciliation, to which this motion tends^ you lofe all. 
America may now be reclainied or regained, but caiuiot 
be fubdued. 

Gentlemen, fir, do not feem to have coafidered the 
aftoniihing difadvantages, under which we engage in 
this conteft againft the combined powers of America, 
not only from the diftance and natural ftrcngth of the 
countty, but the peculiar and fortunate circumftances 
of a young, rifing empire. The Congrefs^ fir, have not 
the monftrous load of a debt of above one hundred and 
forty millions, like our Parliament, to ftruggle with, 
the very interefl: of which would fwallow up all their 
taxes! nor a numerous and hungry band of ufelefs 
placemen and penfioners to provide for; nor has luxury 
yet enervated their minds or bodies. Every ihilling 
which they raife will go to the man who fights the 
tattles of his country. They fet out like a young heir 
with a noble landed eftate, unincumbered with enor- 
mous family debts ; while, we appear the poor, old, 
feeble, exhaufted, and ruined parent, but exhaufied 
and ruined by our own wickednefs, prodigality, and 
profligacy. 

Sir, t daily hear the Americans, who glow, with a 
divine zeal for liberty in all its branches, mifrepre- 
fented in this Hpufe, and the oftenfible minifter is dili- 
gent in propagating the moft unjuft calumnies againft 
them. The noble lord with the blue riliband told us, 
the liberty oftheprefs was loft throughout America The 
noble lord deceives us in this, as in many other things* 
Prom experience we know that his intelligence caii 
iiever be relied upon. The liberty of the prefs, the 
bulwark of all our liberties, is loft only in Bofton, for 
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his lordftip^s minifterial troops govern there only. The 
prefa is free at Water-Town, but feven miles diftanc 
from Bafton, at Philadelphia, Newport, Williamf- 
btirgh, and in the reft of North America, I will give 
the Houfe the demonftfation. General Gage's fbolilh 
and contemptible proclamation againft Samuel Adams 
and John Hancock, two worthy gentlemen, and, I dare 
to add, true patriots, even that proclamation, declar • 
ing theoi rebels and traitors, while the generals Walh- 
ington, Putnam and Lee, with all the naval comman- 
ders in arms, were utinoticed by him, appears reprinted 
in all the American papers. His letters likewifc to 
Governor Turnbufl and others, in which he moft heroi- 
cally apologized for his inert conduft, as necejfaryfor 
ibt prouSlhn of tkt army -^t he proteSion of an army!-^ 
and of an army, which we were taught to believfe would 
look all oppofitiott into fiibjeftion, awe the faftious, and 
give fecurity to the well srffefted-^— rhefe letters too were 
all faithftjUy copied. I believe all the curious, futile 
oi^ders he has iffued, all his unmeaning declarations and 
proclamations, will be found as exact in the Pennfyl- 
Vania, Water-Town, and other American news-papers, 
as in the Gazette, publilhed by his authority at Bof- 
ton, which in other refpedts is as partial and falfe a,v 
that of the American Secretary publiflied by authority 
in this capital. 

The * "honourable geaikman, fir, who fpoke hft, 
fays, the '* prefent addrefs is trifling, for we already 
** know the author and advifer of all the late meafures 
^* againft America; that the noble lord with the blue 
^^ ribband will avow them, and has done it." I wilh to 
•hear fuch a declaration. Will the noble lord avow 

♦ Anthony Storer, Efq; Member for Carlille. 
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himfelf the advifer of only one of the late flagitioujf 
meafures, that of eftablilhing Popery and defpotic 
power in Canada ? The father of tl^at monftrous birth 
I thought had prudently hitljertochofeq to remain con- 
cealed. He likewife tjpUs us, f ' the motion npvsr before 
** us is coupled with nothing* and leads to nothing/' I 
will tpll hii^ what it ought to lead fo, what it ought tq 
be coupled witL \ mean aji impeafhmentj fir, ^hich, I 
truft will follow,, as the next motion of the honourable 
gentleman, whp fpoke firft in this debate? Whoever 
^iid adyife the mpafures lately pprfijed, which have loft 
jialf pur qmpire, I confider a$ a criminal of fo deep ^ 
dye, that his head wpuld be a jufl: facrifice to the ho- 
nour of England and the peace of America* The word 
impeachment^ I hope, will always f):rike terror to the ear 
and heart of a wicked apd ^bitrary minifter, and that 
the nobleft and nioft important prerogative of this free 
people^ fecured to us by pur great deliverer, king Wily 
Jiam III, in the ^^ ^ft for the further limitation of the 
f^ crown, and better fecuring the rights and liberties of 
" the fubje^,'- will fhortly haye its full effed, " that 
f^ no pardon under th^ great feal of England he pleadr 
f * able to an impeachment by the Commons in P^rli^? 
ff mefit/' 



Votes of March 21, 1776, 

A Motion was made, and the Queftipn was put ^f That 
ff leave be given to bring in a Bill, for a juft an4 
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** cqnal Reprefeatation of the People of England in 
'* Parliament/' 

Mr* fFilkes faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

Ail wife governments, and well-regulated Rates, have 
been particularly careful to mark and correft the va- 
rious abufes, which a confiderable length, of time al- 
moft neceflkrily creates. Among thefe, one of the moft 
Ariking and important in our country is, the -prefent 
unfair and inadequate ftate of rhe reprefentation of the 
people-of England in Parliament. It is now become 
fo partial and unequal from the lapfe of time, that I 
believe almoft every gentleman in the Houfe will agree 
with me in theneceffity of' its being takeih into ottr 
inoft ferious confideration, and of our endeavouring to 
find a remedy fof this great and growing evil. 

I wilh, fir, my flendcr abilities were equal to a tho- 
rough invpftigation of thb momentous bufinefs. Very 
diligent and weiUmeant endeavours have not been want- 
ing to trace it from the firft origin. The moft natural 
and perfedt idea of a free government is, in my mind, 
that of the people themfelves aflembling to determine 
by what laws they chufe to be governed, and to efta- 
blilh the regulations they think neceflary for the pro- 
teftion of their property and liberty againft all vio- 
lence and fraud. Every member of fuch a community 
would fubmit with alacrity to the obfervance of what 
had been enacted by himfelf, and affift with fpirit in 
giving efficacy and vigour to laws and ordinances, 
which derived all their authority frpm his pwn appro- 
l^atioa ^4 cpncurrence. In fmall inconfiderable ftates, 

E 4 this 



( 56 ) 

this mode of legiflation has been happily followed, 
both by ancient and modern times. The extent and 
populoufnefs of a great empire feems fcarcely to ad- 
mit it without confufion or tumult; and therefore our 
anceflorSj more wife in this than the ancient Romans, 
adopted the reprcfentation of the many by zfew^ as an- 
swering more fully the true ends of government. 
Rome was enflaved from inattention to this very cit- 
cumflance^ and by one other fatal ad):, which ought to 
be a ftrong warnirtg to the people, ?ven againft their 
own reprcfentatives, the leaving power too long in the 
hands of the fame perfons, by which the armies of the 
republic became the armies of Sylla, Pompey and Cav- 
iar. When all the burghers of Itdly obtained the free- 
s dom of Rome, and voted in public affemblies, their 
multitudes rendered the dlftin^ion of the citizen of 
J^ome and the alien impoflible. Their aifemblies and 
deliberations became diforderly and tumultuous. Un- 
principled and. ambitious men found out the fecret of 
turning them to the ruin of the Roman liberty and 
common- wealth. Among us this evil is avoided by 
reprejeniation^ and yet the jyftice of the principle is pr«- 
ferved. Every Engliihman is fuppofed to be prefent 
in Parliament, either in perfon, or by a deputy chofen 
by himfelf, and therefore the refolution of Parliament 
is taken to be the refolution of every individual, and 
to give tp the public the conftnt and approbation. of 
every free agent of the community. 

According to the firft formation of this excellent 
conftitution, fo long and fo juftly our greatefl boaft and 
beft inheritance, we find that the people thus tpok care 
yio laws fliould be enafted, no taxes levied, but by their 
foyifenty expreffed by their reprefent^tives in the great 
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codncil of the iiation. The mode of rcprefentation ift 
ancient times being tolerably ade<juate and proporti- 
onate^ the fenfc of the people was known by that of Par- 
liament, their flwre of power in the legiilature being 
preferved^ and founded in equal juftice. At prefent it 
is become infuSoient^ partial, and unjuft. 

From fo pleaiing a view as that of the equal power, 
which our ancJeftors had, with great wifdom and care, 
modelled for the commons of this realm, the prcfent 
fcene gives us not very venerable ruin? of that majeftic 
and beautiful fabric, the Englifh conftitution. As the 
whok feems in diforder tod confufion, all the former 
union afid* harmony of the parts are bft or deftroyed. 
It appears, fir, from the writs remaining in the King's 
remembrancer's office in the exchequer, that no leis 
chan zi towns fent members to the Parliament in the 
23d, 2 jth, and 26th, of Edward I. which have long 
ceafed to be reprefehted* The names of fome of them 
lire fcarcely known to us, fuch as thofe of Canebrig 
«Uid Hamburg in Northumberland, Perfliore and Brem 
in Worcefterlhire, Jarvall and TykhuU in Yorkfliire. 
What a happy fiite, fir, has attended the boroughs of 
<Tattoa and Old Sarum, of which, although ipfie perOre 
ruina, the names are familiar to us, the clerk regu- 
larly calls them over, and four refpe^able gentlemen 
ircprefent their departed greatncfs, as the knights at a 
coronation wprefent Aquitaine and Normandy? The 
4ittle town of Banbury, fetiu vilU, grand renom, as 
Rabelais fays of Cfainon, has, I believe, only 17 dec* 
<ors, yet gives us in its reprefentative *, what is of the 
utmoft importance to the majority here, a firft Lord of 
the treafury, and a Chancellor of the exchequer. Its 

* LordNorth is Member for Banbuiy. 
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influence and weight on a divifion^ I have often jfeeii 
overpower the united force of the members for London^ 
Briftol, and feveral of the raoft populous counties. Eaft- 
(jrrinftead too, I think, has only about 30 eledtors, yet 
gives a feat among us to that * brave ^ heroic lord zt 
the head of a great chil department,, now very military^ 
who has fully determined -f- to conquer America — but no^ 
in Germany. It is not, fir, my purpofe to weary the 
patience of the Houfe by the researches of an antiqua* 
ry into the ancient ftate of our reprefentation, and its 
variations at different periods. I ihall only remark 
fliortly on what paffed in the reign of Henry VI. and 
fome of his fucpeffors. In that reign. Sir John For- 
tefcue, his chancellor, obferved that the Houfe of Com- 
mons cpnfifled of more than 300 chofen men ; various 
alterations were made by fucceeding Kings till James II.. 
No change has happened fince that period, Great 
abufes, it muft be owned, contrary to the primary ideas 
of the Englilh conftitytion, were committed by our for- 
mer princes, in giving the right of reprefentation to 
feveral paltry boroughs, becaufe the places were poor, 
jand dependent on th«B, or pn a favourite overgrown 
peer. The land-marks of the conftitution have ofteiji 
been removed^ The marked partiality for Cornwall, 
which fingle county ftill fends, within one, as many 
members as the whole kipgdom of Scotland, is ftrik- 
ing. It arofe from yielding to the crown in tin and 
lands a larger hereditary revenue than gny other En* 
glifli county, as well as from the duchy being in the 
crown, anid giving an amazing command and influence^ 

** Lord George Germaiiue is Member for Eaft Grinftead. 
f This feems to aUiide to the celebrated Expreffion of Mr. Pitt ii> the Houfe'of 
Commons^ $bat he bad ctmqutrtd ^erica in Ctrmany^ 
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^y fucU abufes of our princes tjie conftitution waf 
wounded in its moft viial part. Henry VJII. reftored 
two members, Edward VI. twenty. Queen \f^ry four. 
Queen Elizabeth twelve, James !• fixteen, Charles L 
cigljteen, in all feventy-twp. The jalt/sra,tiQns by crea- 
tion in the foipe period y/erp more considerable, fop 
Henry VIIL created thirty-thr.ee, Edwar4 VJ- twenty.- 
.eight. Queen Mary feventeen, Queen Elizabeth forty- 
jeight, James I. eleven; in all 173* Charles J. made 
fio new creation of this kind. Charles 11. added two 
for the county, and two for the city, of Durham, an4 
two for Newark on Trent. This Houfe is at this hour 
jcompofed pf the fame reprefentation it was at his de- 
mife, notwfthftanding the many ?n(i important changes 
which have fince happened. It beconxes us therefore 
to enquire, whether the fenfe of Parlianjenc can be now, 
on folid grounds, frpm the prefent reprefentation, faid 
to be the fenfe of the nation, as in tl^e time of our fore- 
fathers. I am fatisfied, fir, the fentiments of the peo- 
ple cannot be juftly known at this time from the jefo- 
lutions of ^ Parliamept, compofed as the prefent is, even 
though no undue influence was praftifed after the re- 
jturn of the members to the Houfe, even fuppofing 
for ^ moment the influence of all the baneful arts of 
corruption tp be fufpended, which, for a moment, I be- 
lieve, they have not beep, under the prefent profligate 
admipifl:ration. Let us examine, fir, with exadtnefs 
• and candour, if the * reprefentation is fair and per- 

^ The reprefentation jnuft be' complete. No ftate, a pttrtoi which only is repre- 
sented in the legiflatiire that governs it, is /<y governed. Had Scotland no repre- 
ientatives in the Parliament of Britaifi, it would not be free ; nor would it be 
proper ]to cgM Britain free, though England^ its other part, were adequately 
^rprcfented. The like is tnie, in general, of every country fubjedl to a legiflatiire 
in which /ow of its parts, or feme claffes of men in it, are reprefented, and others 
i^ot* Dp Price's Additional Obfervations on CivU Liberty, page 6. 
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fcfik ; let us confidcr of what the efficient parts of this 
Houfe are compofed,^and what proportion they bear, 
on the large fcale, to the body of the people of En* 
glaiid, who are fuppofed to be reprefcnted. 

The fouthern part of this iiland, to which I<iow 
confine my ideas, confifts of about five millions of 
people, according to the mdft received calculation. 
I wiU ftate by what numbers the majority of this Houfe 
is eledted, and I fuppofe the largeft number prefent of 
any recorded in our journals, which Was in the famous 
year 1741. In that year the three largeft divifions ap* 
pear on our journals; The firft is that of the 21ft of 
January, when tht numbers were 253 to 250 ; the 
fecond on the 28th of the fame month, 236 to 235 ; 
the third on the 9th of March, 244 to 243. In thefc 
divifions the members for Scotland are included ; but 
I will ftate my calculations only for England, becaufe 
it gives the argument more force. The divifion there- 
fore, I adopt, is that of January zt* The number of 
members prefent on that day were 503. Let me, 
however, fuppofe the number of 254 to be the ma- 
jority of members, who will ever be able to attend in 
their places. , I ftate it high, from the accidents of 
ficknefs, fervice in foreign parts, travelling and ne* 
ceffary avocations. From the majority of eleftors 
only in the botoughs, which return members to this 
Houfe, it has been <iemonftrated, that this number of 
254 is elected by no more than 5723 perfons, generally 
the inhabitants of Cornilh, and other very infignificant 
boroughs, perhaps by not the moft refpeftable part of 
the community. Is our Sovereign then to learn the 
fenfe of his whole people from thefe few perfons ? 
Are thefc the men to give laws to this Vaft empire, and 
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to tax this weajthy nation? I do not mention all the 
tedious calculations, becaufe gentlemen may find 
them at length in the works of the incomparable Dr. 
Priee, in Poftlethwaite, and in Burgh's Political dif- 
quifitidns. Figures afford the cleareft demonftration, 
incapable of cavil or fophiftry. Since Burgh's calcu- 
lations only one alteration has happened. I allude to 
the borough of Shoreham in Suffex. By the ad: of 
1 77 1, all the freeholders of forty Ihillings per annum 
in the neigbouring rape or hundred of Bramber are 
admitted to vote for that borough; but many of the 
old eledioFS were disfranchifed. It appears likewife, 
that 56 of our members are clewed by only 364 per* 
finis. Lord chaAcellor Talbot fuppofed that the ma- 
jority of this Houfe was elefted by 56000 perfi>nS| and 
he exclaimed againft the injuftice of that idea. More 
accurate calculations than his Lordihip's, and the un- 
erring rules of political arithmetic, have ihewn the in- 
juftice xo be vaftly beyond what his Lordihip even 
fofpeded. 

When we confider, fir, that the moft important 
powers of this Houfe, the levying taxes on, and enaft- 
ing laws for, five millions of perfons, is thus ufurped 
and unconftitutionally exercifed by the fmall number 
I have mentioned, it becomes our duty to reftore to 
the people their clear rights, their original Ihare in 
the legiflaturc. The ancient reprefentation of this^ 
kingdom, we find, was founded by our anceftors injuf- 
tice, wifdom, and equality. The prefent ftate of iG 
would hp continijed by us in folly, obftinacy, and in- 
juftice. . V . 

This evil has been complained, of by fome of the 
wifeft patriots our country has. produced. I fliallheg 
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leave to give that clofe reafoner Mi. Lbcke's ideis lin? 
his own words. He fays, in the treaty on civil go-' 
vernment, " Things not always changing equally,* 
** and private intereft often keeping up cuftbms and 
** privileges, when the reafons of them are ceafed, it 
*' often comes to pafs, that in governments, where 
" part of the legiflative conlifts of reprefentativey 
** chofen by the people, that in tradt of time this re • 
** prefentation becomes very unequal and difpropor- 
*' tidnate to the reafons it was at firft eftablilhed upon, 
*^ To what grofs abfurdities the following of a cuftom, 
** when reafon has left it, may lead, we may be fatis- 
** fied, when we fee the bare name of a town, of which 
** there remains not fo much as the ruins, where 
** fcarce fo much houfmg as a iheep-cote, or more in- 
** habitants than a Ihepherd, is to be found, fends a^ 
" many reprefentatives to the grand aflembly of law- 
** makers, as a whole county, numerous in people, 
*' and powerful in riches. This flrdiigers ftand amazed 
** at, and eve'ry one muft confefs needs a remedy." 
After fo great an authority as that of Mr. Locke, I 
fliall not be treated on this occafion as a mere vifionary ; 
and the propriety of the motion I Ihall have the ho- 
nour of fubmitting to the houfe, will fcarcely be dif- 
puted. Even the members for fuch places as Old 
Sarum, and Gatton, who, I may venture to fay at pre- 
feat Jlant nominis umbrae, will, I am perfuaded, have 
too much candour to complain of the right of their 
few conftituents, if indeed they have conftituents, if 
they are not felf-created, felf-elefted, felf-exiftenc, of 
this pretended right being transferred to the county, , 
while the rich and populous manufadturing towns of 
Birmingham, Manchefter, Leeds, Sheffield^ and others, 
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may have at leaft an equitable Ihare In the fonnatioil 
of thofe laws by which they are governed. My idea, 
fir, in this cafe, as to the wretched and depopulated 
towns and boroughs in general, I freely own, is am* 
putatlon. I fay with Horace, Inutiles ramos amfutanSf 
felkiores inferit. 

This is not, fir, the firft attempt of the kind to cor- 
red| although in an inconfiderable degree, this grow- 
ing evil. Proceedings of a fimilar nature were had 
among us above a century paft. The clerk will read 
from our journals what pafled on the 26th of March, 
1668, on a bill to enable the county palatine of Dur- 
ham to fend two knights for the county, and two ci- 
tizens for the city of Durham. [Thi clerk reads.'] In 
a book of authority, Anchitell Grey's Debates, wc 
have a more particular account of what pafled in the 
houfe on that occafion; He fays that, *' Sir Thomas 
*^ Meres moved, that the Ihires may have an increafe 
** of knights, and that fome of the fmall boroughs, 
" where there are but few eleftors, may be taken 
^^ away, and a bill for that purpofe." We find afters- 
wards, *' on a divifion, the bill was rcjefted, 65 to 
^o.^ This divifion, howeyer, alludes only to the 
bill then before the houfe, refpefting the' county and 
city of Durham. I defire to add the few remarkable 
words of Sir Thomas Strickland in this debate, becaufe 
\ have not feen themr quoted on the late important 
American queftions. " The county palatine of Durham 
^as never taxed in Parliament by ancient privilege before 
King Jameses time f andfo needed no reprefentatives ; but 
now being taxed, it is but reafonable they Jbould have J* 
Such fentiments, fir, were promulgated in this houfe 
i^ven (p Ipng ago as the reign of Charles II« • 
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1 dm siwarc, fir, that the power, dejun^^ of'the 
legiflature to disfranchtfc a number of boroughs, upon 

the 

^ JiViiuSy in a letter to Mr. Wilkes^ dated Sept. 7, 1771, aod printed aft the enJ ^ 
of his fecond volume, fays, << As to cuttiiig away the rotten boroughs, I am as oiuoli 
" offended as any man at feeing them under the direct influrnoe oi the erown, or 
^ at the difpeial of private pecfons. Yet, I own, I hav» both donbts afid appre-^ 
'' henfions> in regard to the remedy you propofe. I Hull be charged perhaps 
<< with an imu^l want of intrepidity, when I honeftly oonMs to yo«^ that I am 
^< ftjutled at thiB idea •£ £» estenftve an amp utatifl«i.-<-Ia the fiift place, I (^leftiea 
'< the poweri dij»rtf of the legiflature to disfranchife a number of boroughs, upon 
<' the general ground of improving- the conilitution. There cannot be a doctrine 
** more &tal td the liberty aod property we are confiei¥tiiig ku:% tfuo tbat^ wbic^ 
** cixibmid^ the idea oC z,fupr9m and •tbi*rmri^ legiilature4 I need. no( point out ta 
<< you the faUl purpofes to which it ha? been^ and may be applied. If we ar« 
'* flncere in the politic^ creed we profbfs, there are many things, which we ought 
<< to afiirm cawt he dpii^ by King> l^o^ds^ ^irui CoroniQQS« Among tinafv I 
^ reckon the disfranchifmg of boroughs with a general view of improvement* i 
'< confider it as equivalent to robbing t^ parties concerned of their freehold, of 
<< their birth-righL I iay that, although tbi& birth-right may be fiyfeitfd, or thtt 
<< exercife of it fufpeaded in particular cafes, it capnoc be taben awagr> by a seneral 
** law, for any real or pretended purpofc of improving the conilitution. Suppofmip 
« the attempt made, I am perfuaded you cannot meaa eifeher King, <m* Lordsy 
** flioUd take an aAive part in it. A bill, which only touches the reprefentation 
** of the people, muit originate in the Houie oC Commons. In the formatien and 

. ** mode of pafling it, the exclufive right of the Commons miift be aOerted as fcru-^ 
*' puloofly as in the cafe of a money-bill. Now, fir, I Ihould be glad 10 know 
** by what kind of reasoning it can be proved, that there is ^ power veiled in the 
" reprefentative to deftcgy his immediate conilituent ; from whence he could 
« poffibly derive it. A courtier, I knov^, would be ready to maintain the aifimt- 
<< ative. The do^rine fiiits him exadVly, becaufe it^ives him an unlimited, open^- 
^ tioB to the influence of the crown. But we, Mr. Wilkes, ought to hold a dif- 
*< ferent language. It is no atifwer to me to fay, that the bill, when it paffes the 
'<- Houfe of Commons, is the aft of the majority,, and not the reprefentatives of. 
'^ the paitifiular bgcoughji coocexned. I£the majority can disfranchife ten borough^ 

_«*why not twenty, 'why not the whole kingdom? Why (hould not they make 
**^ rtieip own feats in parliament for life ? — When the feptennial aa paffed, the W 
'' gilUtfure did wh^, apparently and palpably, they had. no right to do ; but they 
« did more than people in general were aware of: they, in eflM, disfranchifed 
« the whole kingdom for fbur years. 

*} For vgument»s £ak9» I will now fiippofe> thst the expediency of the me** 
« fUfe, an4 the power, of p^li^ient, are unqueftionable. Still you find an infur*' 
<< ixiountable difficulty in the execution. When all your inflruments of amputation 
<« are prepared, when the unhappy pati^ijt lies, bound at jroui;; feet, without the 
«« jKjffibility of refiibmce, by what infallible rule will you dirca the operation ? — 

«Whea 
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tli^ genefal grounds of improving th6 conftitution, ha« 
been doubted; and gentlemen will afk,x whether a 
power is lodged in the reprefentative to deftroy his im- 
mediate conftituent ? Such a queftion is bell anfweted 
by another. How originated the right, and upon 
what grbund was it at firfl: granted ? Old Sarum and 
Gatton,. for inftance, were populous towns, and there^ 
fore the right of reprefentation was firft given them. 
They are now defolate, and of confequence ought not 
to retain a privilege, which they acquired only by 
their extent and populoufnefs. We ought in every 
thing, as far as we can, to make the theory and prac- 
tice of the conftitution coincide* The fupreme le- 
giflative body of a ftate muft furely have this power 
inherent in ilfelf. It was de fa£lo lately exercifed to its 
full extent by parliament in tlie cafe of Shoreham with 
univerfal approbation, for near a hundred corrupt 
voters were disfranchifed, and about twice that num* ' 
' ber of freeholders admitted from the county of Suffex* 

** When yon pro^re to eufc away the mtten parts, can you tell iis what parts ilri, 
" perfedlly/oitjii f — Are therfe any certain limits in feft, or theory, to inform yod 
" at what point you muft ftop, at what point the mortification ends'? To a maa 
" fo cajjable of obfcrvatioA and reflection as you arc, it is linneceffjtfy to fay all 
« that might be faid oh the fubj^a. Befides tiiat I approve highly of lord Chit» 
" ham's idea of infujing a portion of ntVf health intp the conftitution to gmaih it to ^«i> 
** its infrtnitus (a brilliant expreltion, and full of intrinfic wifdom), other teafon* 
^ cdncUr ih perfuadtng me to adopt it. I have ho obje^oh, 3tc.** 

The man who fairly and compleatly anfwers this argument, fliall hiivtJ thjf 
thanks and my applaufe. My heart is already with him.-— 1 am ready to he con- 
verted. — I admire his morality, and would gladly fubfcribe to the articles of hi|| 
faith.— Grateful, as I am, to the coon beikp, whofe bounty has imparted tome 
this reafehing intelle<ft, whatever it is, I hold myfelf proportionably indebted to 
him, from whofe enlight^d underiianding another ray of knowledge communicate! 
to mine. 6nt neither Ihouid 1 think the moft exalted faculties of the human mind,, 
agift wbrthy of the divinity j nor any affiftahee in the improvement of them, % 
fubjea of gi-atitude to my fellow-creature, if I were not fatisfied, that really to 
^ofcqn thtf itftderftanding cQrre*«*ll and eniargea the heart. JUNHJS." 

F ;t 
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It will be pbjefted, I jForefec, .that a time of perft?^ 
6alm and peace throughout this vaft empire is the 
fnoft proper to propofe internal regulations of this im- 
portance; and that, while inteftine difcord rages irt 
the whole northern continent of America, our atten- 
tion ought to be fixed upon that mofl alarming objedt, 
arid allour efforts emploj'^ed to extinguifh the devour- 
ing flame of a pi vil war.' In my opinion, fir, the Ame- 
rican war is in this truly critical asra one of the ftrongeft 
arguments for the regulation of our reprefentation, 
which I now fubmit to the houfc! - During the reft o£^ 
our lives, likcwife, I may venture to prophefy, Ame- 
rica will be the leading feature of this age. In our 
Me difpiites with the Americans, we have always taken 
it fbrgramed, that the people of England juftified all 
the iniquitous, cruel, arbitrary, and mad proceedings 
df adminiftration, becaufe they had the approbation 
of the majority of this houfe. The abfurdity of fuch 
an argument is apparent, for the majority of this 
houfe we know Tpeak only the fenfe of 5723 perfons, 
^veix fuppofing, . according to the laudable conftitu- 
tional cuftom of our anceftors, that the conftituent 
had been confulted oh. this, great national point, as he 
OlLight to have been *. We have fcen in what manner 
the acquiefcence of a majority here is obtained. ' The 
fieople in the fouthern part of this ifland amount to 
lip wards of five millions. The fenfe, therefore, of 

- * Many in all ages, and fometimes the whole IxxW of the Commons, have re- 
fkifed to give their opinion in fome cr.fes, till they had confulted with thofe that 
lent them'; the houfes have bceii often adjourned to give ihem time to do it ; and 
if this M'ere done more frequently, or that the towns^ cities, and counties, had dn 
feme occafions given inflru^icnt to their' deputies, matters would probably Have 
gone' beitcf in parliament than they have often done. 

'* - Algernon Sydney, 4ta edition of 1763, page 42^ 
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five millions cannot be afccrtained by the opinion oJF 
not 6000, even fuppofing it had been collefted. The 
Americans with great reafon infift, that the prefent 
war is carried on contrary to the fcnfe of the nation, 
by a minifterial junto, and an arbitrary faftion, equally 
hoftile to thp rights of Englilhmen, and the claims of 
Americans. The various addrefles to the throne from 
moft numerous bodies, praying that the fword may 
be returned to the fcabbard, and all hoftilities ceafe, 
confirm this affeftion. The capital of our country has 
repeatedly declared,, by various public afts, its ab- 
horrence of the prefent unnatural civil war, begun on 
principles fubverfive of our conftitution. Our hif- 
tory furnilhes- frequent inftances of the fenfe of Parlia- 
inent running diredtly counter to the fenfe of the na- 
tion. It was notorioufly of late the cafe in the bufinefs 
of the Middlefex elefition. I believe the fadt to be 
equally certain in the grand American difpute, at leaft 
as to the aftual hoftilities now carrying on againft 
our brethren and fellow-fubjedts. The propofition 
before us will bring the cafe to an iffue ; and from a 
fair and equal reprefentation of the people, America 
may at length diftinguilh the real fentiments of free- 
men and Englilhmen. 

I do not mean, fir, at this time, to go into a tedious 
detail of all the various propofals, which h,ave been 
made for redreffing this irregularity in the reprefenta- 
tion of the people. I will not intrude on the indul- 
gence of the Houfe, which I have always found favour- 
able and encouraging. When the bill is brought in, 
and fent to a committee, it will be the proper time to 
examine all the minutiae of this great plan, and to de- 
termine on the propriety of what ought now to be done, 

¥ z and 
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•^ndtocQnC^cr what fprmerly.wasacStvially accompUfhed* 
The journals (>f.C,ron?w,cir^ Parlianj^ents prove that 9, 
more equ^ repre^fent^itipa v^as Tettled, aftd .cj^r.ried by 
h^im .i^to e^ecycio;!. T|;iaf wonderful, cpmprohenfiye 
mifld embraced tljie whp\e of this p^pwerful empiije, 
Irelapd was pi\t 911 a par ^'ith Scotland. Each kirig- 
4f>i}\ fent thiirty members to a rarli^tmeixt, if^.hich qq^* 
fiftcd Jikjeyviie of four jhui^dred fropi pfl^gl^^nd and 
W^le;?. It wa? tp be tr.iemjifL Our cojionies we^e 
then a fpecjc on tfce face of .the globe; nQw tjiey Qoy.c.r 
l^a)lf the ne;^y wqrW. I will ax this t^nie, fir, ofijiy tjbrow 
put general id^a^, that eyery free agent in this l^iftgcjo.m 
%?pld, tn niy wifl>, bp reprefented in Parlianjenti tfcat 
tfee ^iftjrppQji?, wfeicii .c.OAtain$ i^ itf^lf .a ximh pm pf 
th^ RCppJi.?, W4 th? cpui^ties of J^iddljcfex, ypfjc, a^d 
Others, yvhich fo greatly gtbound wijth inhabitant jjj 
i^oi^Jd receive an incre^fc in their rep>:efenta,tiop; that 
the niean, ^d infigaiftcjpt boroughs, Ip emphatically 
&y\cd the rotten pqrl of pfir conjlittition^ fl?f>uld be lop-r 
pcd off, and the cledprs iiji them thrqwn into the 
cpuntics; ,and the ricl^, pppulo^js, tr*}ding towns, Bir- 
piingharn^ Mancbef^ef, Sheffield, Lqecjs, and others, 
be pcroiittcd to fend deputje? to the great council of 
the nation. 

The disfranphifmg of the fucan, venal, an^d deppn- 
dent boroughs would be laying the axe to the root of 
corruption) apd tjreafury influence, ar well as arifiocratir 
cal tyranny* Wq ought equally to guard againflt tko/e, 
who fell iheff^flveSf or wbofe Lords fell them. Burgage 
tenures, apd private property in a Ihare of the legifl^r 
turc, ar^ inonftrous abfurdities in a free ftate, as well a$ 
an infult on common fenfe. I wiih, fir, an Englifh 
FarHapient-.to fpeak the free^ unblalTed fenfe of th<^ 
I body 
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body of the tngliih people, and of every man among 
US', of each individlial, whb'niay jiifUy tie fiippofed to 
be comprehended in a fair majority. The meaneft me- 
chanic, tlie poofeft peafaht and day-labourer, has im- 
portant rights refpedting his perfonal liberty^ that of 
His wife and children, his property, however infonfi- 
derable, his wages, his earnings, the very price and va- 
lued of each dayV hard labour, which are in many 
trades' aiid nianufaftures regulated by the power of 
Parliament. Every law relative to niarriage, to the 
protection of a wife, fitter, or daughter, againft violence 
and' brutal liift, to every corit'rad or agreement with a' 
rapacious or unjiift mafter, is of importance to the ma- 
nufafturer, the cottager, the fervant, as well as to the 
rich fiibjects of the flate. Some fhare therefore in the; 
power of making thole laws, which deeply intereft 
them, and "to which they are expeded to pay obedience, 
Ihould be referved even to this inferior, but moft ufe- 
ful, fet of* men in the community. We ought always 
to remember this important truth, acknowledged by 
every free ftate, that all government i$ • inilituted for' 
the good of the mafs of the people to be governed; that 
they arc the original fountain of power, and even of re- 
venue, and in all events the laft refource. 

The various inftances of partial injuftice throughout 
fhis kingdom will likewife become the proper fubjeds 
of enqiriry in thecoutfe of the bill before the commitee. 
Of this nature are the many Freeholds in the city of 
London, y/hich are not reprefented in this Houfe. 
Thefe freeholds being within the particular jurifdiftion 
or the city, are excluded from giving a vote in the 
county of Middiqfe^f, and by aft of Parliament oiily 
Xivcryhicn can vote for the Reprefentativesof theCity 
' F 3 of 
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of London. Thefe, and other particulars, I leave^ J 
mention them now, only to Ihew the neceffity of a ne\y 
regulation of the reprefentation of this kingdom. 

My enquiries, fir, are confined to the fouthcrn part 
of the ifland. Scotland I leave to the dare of its pwli 
car^ul^and prudent fons. I l^ope they will fpare a feW 
monients' from the management of the arduous affairs 
of England and America, which are now folely en- 
trufted to their wifdom, and at prefent fo much ei^- 
grofs their time, to attend to the ftate of reprefentatioiv 
among their own people, if they have not all * emi- 
grated to this warmer and more fruitful climate. T^ 
am almoft afraid the forty-five Scotifh gentlemei\ 
among us reprefent themfelves. Perhaps in my plaq, 
for the improvement of the reprefentation of the inha- 
bitants of England, almoft all the natives of Scotland 
may at this time be included, I fliall only remark, 
that the proportion of reprefentation between the two 
countries cannot be changed. In the twenty-fecond 
article of the treaty of Union, forty five is to be the 
proportion of the reprefentative body in the Parliament 
of Great- Britain for the northern part of this Ifland. 
To increafe the members for England and Wales be- 
yond the number, of which the Engliih Parliament 
confifted at the 'period of that treaty in 1706, would be 
a breach of public faith, and a violation of a folemn 

« Without any abftraft rcafoning upon caufes and cflfe£b, we (hall foon be con- 
vinced by txpethnce, that the Scots, tran/pianted from their own country, are always a^ 
diftindl and feparate body from the people who receive them. In other fettlements, 
they only love themfelves j —in England^ they cordially love themfelves, and as cor- 
dially hate their neighboun. ' Junius j Prefecc, p. 26. 
■ The iveafel Scots are hungry, and want feeding. Epiflle to Dr. Shebbeare. 
The ea^U England being in prey, 
To her ungiurded neft the wca el Scot 
Comes fi^eaking, and fo fudk^ her princely eggs,. JShakfpeare. 

treaty 
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treaty between two independent ftates. My propoC- 
tion has for its bafis the prefervation of that compaQ:, 
the proportional ihare of each kingdom in the legifla- 
cive body remaining exadtly according to its prefent 
^aWifliment, 

The monftrous injufticc and glaring partiality of the 
pi^l^nt reprefentatioH of t^e commons of England hasc^ 
been fpUy ftated, and is, I believe, almoft univerfally 
acknowledged, as well as the neceffity of our recurring 
to the great leading principle of our free conftitution, 
which declares this Ho^ife of Parliament to be only a 
delegated power from the people at large. Policy, no 
l^fs than j^ftice,. calls our attention to this momentous 
ppiot. Reafon, not cuftom, ought to be our guide in 
a buiinefs of this confequence, where the rights of a 
free people are materially interefted. Without a true 
reprefentation of the. Commons, our conftitution is ef- 
fentially defedtive, and our Parliament a delufiye name, 
a mere phantom. All other remedies to recover the 
priftine purity of the form of government eftabllfhed 
by our andeftors would be inefFeftual, even the Ihort- • 
ening the period of Parliaments, even a place and pen- * 
fion bill, both which I highly approve, and think ab- 
folutely neceffary. I therefore flatter myfelf, fir, that 
I fliall have the concurrence of the -Houfe with the ' 
motion, which I have now the honour bf making, 
" That leave be given to bring in a bill fur a juft and 
'^ equal reprefeptation of the people of EngUnd in 
f* Parliament/' 
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Votes of April 30, 1776, 

A Mbtioa was made, and* the Queftion being put, 
** That the Refolution of this Hbufe of the 1 7th o^ 
" februaf y 1 769, that John Wilkes, Efqidre, having 
^^'been inthis Seffien ofPariiament'exptlled'thisHoufey 
^^ was, and is, incapable of bting eletled a Member to 
*^ fcrve in this prefent Parliament, he expunged from. 
*^ the- Journals of this Houfe, as being fnbverfive or 
** the rights of the whole body of eledors of this 
*^ kingdom.*' 

Mr. TBikes faid, , 
Mr. Speaker;^ 

Tbf veneration, with whicl^.I api 4^ply.imprefled- 
fo^the conftitiitioi\.of my country, the love and aifeo- 
tion^of a.native to the nobk privileges, the 1^W3 andi 
liberties, of England, as well as duty and gratitude to . 
the much-injured freeholder^, of Middlefex^ ate thci; 
powerful. n^otives of n\y agaiq troubUog the Houfe: 
with a queftion fo frequeotly. agitated . withirx thefe-. 
\yalU, fo fully, difcufled even the laft fcflion, althougli 
not hitherto followed with the fucccis, which I hope 
on the prefent occafiom » 

The profligacy, venality, and open attempts againfl: 
liberty by the laft Houfe of Commons, have made their 
memory odious to the people^ The annals of our 

country 



oimtfry'aiis^clti^caGed wicll* thei^ various vioIatiDny pf 
tteri^tsiofrtilieftlbjediL Lfliall now. confine myfHf ttr 
^.fifigb cafe,, but! io wa»^ol9tiir bkckeft nature, of 'the" 
do^noft? dye^ and^ brancHed' out intd-many enormities^ 
vfbiGh ftiUbder^and* ampler atonement; I* allude to the* 
iniquitoufii and rf^«^^^ refolirtions refpe^bing-tHe^elfec* 
tianstfontheioauntyiof>Middtere9C', and- the featihg'Kfr^ 
tuttrdil. in the I^ufe, although he- bad^ conffeBfedly 
cyjly a minority of the fufiVages of the freeholdfers; im 
^hpm the conftitutionihasiplftced'the^right of elc^lon. 
Wbik tHefe-refolutions^ fir,. laMaaittamang^ourreebrdS) 
Lconfidca: a.prceedent:.eftabilflt|d', uiidfcr- tlte^ fanfi^^idtt-of' 
this: Mfeufe,, toiiEij: not* only aj wholes county, b«tthei 
entire cpllefltive bodyof edeftt)rs'of this'^kingdcrm^ <rf? 
tbeir birthright,, and nioft'valoabte- inheritahee, ibiar^ 
a^greced^itt, .which may tebnaiight h^me^ to >cvery btf* * 
rcwghi city„aiid>cajantyv taevery»frefthoideri ej^rery^olec^- 
tor in, the iijaad^ 

The faiSts wer^faiiy-ftatedito the Ho^rffcin thc?^ia. 
bateon.this-fubjfjft-tholafti year; andrltanvp^rfoad^- 
they live in the-niemory off ecveryi gentlewianj rihall^' 
dpfirethft Clerk ;ta. read only, one refolutiow. Iristba* 
of' February ij^.ijfy^i "That John Wilfces^ Bfqj 
" having: been, . in.this?^ feflianr offPdrliamemi e^cpeHed- 
" this Houfe, wasy.sami'is, iwapable of being ekdtedia^ 

* The. Sppech* of the Speak^Vr 3ir Flotcher Nortoii, when hetrep]^]maoMi the 
Rdtiirning Officer^f Shoreb^m, Hu'gb'JRo6grtsy on his knees. 

• In vain have our anceflors been anxioiifly careful to fecnre the freedom of-el«<«-' 
tions^ by all the. meaas hmnaa i^dooi'aiid.forafigb^twildliiggefti mivaki harltthey 
particularly giwrded againft the, partiality of the Returning .Officer, and obliged him, . 
by «?eiy tie, toa Mthftil difckarge of that truft, which the ConftitutiOnhath rep6fdd ^ 
in hishaQdV7/W» ar^ity^hfouw^^DA^iwotirngk^^ ftpd namtkntO'tbUHo«fu nrutt**^ 

VE&£l«EV£R^BOSEK.SY THE LECA^c ELECTOR** . 

Jdomals^ Feb* ^4, 1771, vol. 33, p. i6i^ 

*^ member 
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•^member to fervc ia this prefcnt Parliament/' Thit: 
declaration, in my opinion, transfers ftom the people 
to this Houfe the right of ele&ion, and by an un- 
bounded, uncontrouled exercife of the negative power, 
the Houfe in effeft afTume the poftt'rve right of making 
lyhom they pleafe die reprefentatives of the people in 
Ifarliament-^ I atri very ready to admit that there arc 
various natural and legal incapacities ; and when the 
party is fubjeQ: to any one of them, he is not eligible, - 
Aliens, minors, bifhops, are incapable of being elefted 
into a Houfe of Commons. Befides thefe, there are 
Other incapacities ariiing from the peculiar circum-r 
iUiices of the cafe, and fome created by particular 
ftatutesv Where however there is no natural or legal 
difaljility, the capacity of being elefted is the inherent 
right of every freeman of the realm. He cannot be • 
divefted of it without an equal injury to the party, and 
to the conftituent, in whom the power is conftitu- 
tionaUy lodged of determining whom he thinks the 
jnoft fit and proper perfon to aft for him in the great 
council of the nation. The declaration of the Houfe 
therefore, that any man, duly qualified by law, Ihall 
not he allowed to fit in Parliament as a reprefentative • 
of the Commons of the realm, was affuming to thena- ' 
f^lves th? making a new law, to which only the three 
eftates are adequate. It was disfranchifing a whole 
couiify, arid cbnfequently in efteft the united king- : 
dom. , ' 

The public attention has been fo long fixed on this 
iraportant bufinefs, that it would be the weakeft and . 
vaineft prefumption in me to attempt any new argu- 
ments in fupport of a right acknowledged by every 
liian, who \i not in a deteftable league for the fubver- 
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^pn of all our Fights, liberties, and franchifes. I fliall 
yiotenterona dull repetition of the debates, which 
for the laft feven years have come on every fefEon, nor 
repeat a multitude of cafes and precedents ; but, while 
I have a feat in this Houfe, I pledge myfelf to my 
country, that I will be firm and unwearied in my en- 
deavours, till every fy liable on our Journals, which 
marks the injuftice done to the freeholders of Middle* 
{ex, and to every eledtor in the ifland, be fully erafed 
pr oblitetatedr . 

Since the debate, however, on this queflion in the 
laftfeflion, almoft within a fortnight after, a cafe re- 
fpedting the eleftion at Abingdon was determined here 
in a manner diametrically oppofite to one part of thir 
pretended law of Parliament, which has been iblemniy 
laid down by all the advocates of the miniftry in the 
affair of Mr. Luttrell. They argued, that all the 
votes given to Mr. Wilkes were thrown away, bc- 
caufe they were given, as they afferted, to a peribn 
labouring under a legal incapacity, and confequently 
Mr. Luttrell, with only 296 freeholders, was entitled 
to his feat in preference to the other candidate with 
1 143. The majority of the eleftors of Middlefcx,- 
fir, fully ^uifwered this argument in that remarkable 
petition prefented by the worthy * baronet near me, on 
the* 29th of April, 1769, in which they afferted, 
*' that Mr. Luttrell had not a majority of legal votes ; 
** nor did they, when they voted for Mr. Wilkes, 
** mean thereby to throw away their votes, or to wave 
f* their right of reprefentation, nor would they, by 

* Sir George Saviley 

Than whom a better fenator ne'er held 
The helm of Rome, when gowns not arms repeU'd 
Xlie fierce Epirot^ and the A^ican bold, Mt l t on. 

!* any 
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V attj^ means, have chofeti to be ifej>refcrited B;^ 
" Mn EiKtrell." Notwithftahdibg this^ petitibtti the 
Hmife on the 8th' of May foUowiiig' declkt-ed* Mr. 
Luttrel' duly eleftfed. Now let us e^^amlne tit ftiU 
Husre rdcent cdfe oft the^ Abingdon dcftiori, the de- 
tcnninttion of^ the feleflf' comniitt*, With all the jim- 
fteedings^ of the prrfeht I^arliamerit' ih riiar bufinefs; 
I will ftate them briefly, and^ Ihall afterwards defire 
fius clerk to read'firont the Journals the more'irtlportailt 
paffages. Mr. Bay ley's petition was prefented^ to this 
Kbuie on the 6th of December^, 1774.' It w^s c6n- 
fined to one fingle ob}^idn> the legal difebility of the 
ethdr* candidate, no accufation of bribery or €X)rrup- 
tacHi, riots, unfair pra6tl{cs, or illegal votfesi being ex*- 
Ubited* It ftated, '*♦ that at- the plaice of eleftionj atld 
•^ b^ore the taking cf thepoll^ the riiayor of the^ftid 
** borough and the other dedbors wterfe publidjr tbld^ 
** that as tlie othet carididate> Mr; -John Mayor, W^S 
** th«i high Iherifr of that county, - he* ^as' in'tfap'ibfe' 
**'cif ' being chofen- a -member to reprednt the faid'bb- 
^ rewgh iifr this- preftnt Parlramerit, ariS that all Votes 
^ glvenfe^r the^fttdT:figh •fKcrifF'Wotrld be ^hr6S)Ch away ; 
** notwithftaAdirtg'wliich^ the may Ot"* cf the fai$b6- 
^* ro*igh did Mpfifelf vote, and alfd recei<^eid^tli^' vofes 
'*'of'd}varsor4TAf'peffonsf(bT'the fii^ 'high flferiff ; and* 
"that the faid high fhfetifF^i'ath rfetUrhedVimielf'as 
^f dtrly elefted for th^ faid borough; in' nfaftifertpfe- 

V jtfdiG^ of the^ petitioner; who, beiitg th'e ortly can- 
"•didafi capable' of btiiig'ekfted, ough^^to have been 
'* returned;" Thefsidfcs; as ftkedlii^the petitibn, were 
admitted, as well as the numbers at the clofe*of*the 
poll, for Mr. Mayor 14.6; fbt'Mt: BkfUfotilfriS. 
The great queftion' Was, whether^" if Mr. -Mayor was 

not 
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not eligibtej the votes fox liini were thrown away ; and' 
Mr- Bayiey, w4io had iiot the majority of eledtors, 
ftioidd i>e declared dttly eleft^d ? The fded eom- 
mktee, po the 6th of March, 1775, reported, that 
neicher Mr. May^r, «or Mn Bayjey, was* duly elefted, 
tM that the -deftioii.was void. The Hoiife immedi- 
ately difefted a new writ to iffue for Abkigdon. The^ 
minifterial advocates, who mfifted oh Mr. Witkcs's^ 
legal iuc^acky, can Icarcely find a cafe more exaAly^ 
parallel It is equalied only by the well known pre*- 
ciiedent oi Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Taylor, in 171 1. 
Yet the burgefles of Lynn were not irifuked, by hav-' 
ing a gentleman declared their reprefentarive, whom* 
they never elected. The Abingdon cafe was of the 
moll public notoriety. The returning officer, aiid alt 
the eleftors of Abingdon, were publickly informed of 
Mr. Mayor's legal incapacity. Mr. Bayley polled near 
half the voters of that borough. His oppofition how- 
ever being not to a friend of liberty and the people, 
but havipg made the attack on a' fubaltern in the' mi- 
nijierial forces^ he had little chance of being an adopted 
child pf the Houfe, or of a committee feleded from 
the prefent ipajority. 

The arbitrary refojution on our Journals, and the. 
appointment of Mr- Luttrell, I confider'as an abfolute 
lurrender of the conftitution to the minifter. The 
laws of the land are of no avail, when this Houfe alone 
can make a new law, adapted to the caprice, violence, 
or injufticp of every emergency, and Avhen reprefenta-^ 
tion in Parliament no longer depends upon the choice 
of the eledors. The people of England may in vain^ 
affemble with the fond hope of efFeftually exercifing 
1{hdr nobleft franchife, if the objeft of t]jeir choice is' 

really 
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TcaQy what he ought to be, an independent friend of li-- • 
berty,fuperior to menace or corruption. The minifter has 
found out a way to baffle them in all their proceedings. 
He may, on any pretence, however frivolous, procure 
an eitpulfion ; and expulfion, we know, means incafacl* 
Utioni fo that during a long period of feven years^ 
the favourite objedk of a country's choice may be kept, 
out, and the nominee of a minifter be declared to re- 
prefent a populous county. Can there be a more fo- 
jbmn mockery of the rights of a free people ? . 

While fuch arbitrary refolutions as thofe refpefting 
the Middlefex eledtions remain dn oyr Journals, I 
think the minifter holds high the rod of vengeance 
over the head of every member of this Houfe. He 
fiands here with an uplifted zxmy fublimi flagelloy to 
punlih the refraftory, and almoft every adion of the 
majority feems to betray their being either fwayed by 
the daftardly paffion of fear, or corrupted by the mean 
principle of reward. We are governed by Solon's 
plan, pr^mio et fcsnay as Cicero has fummed it up in 
three words. Is a member obnoxious or unruly ? Ac- 
cufe him of a libel, or any other crime; then vote 
away your own privileges to get at him ; and, before 
the caufe can come to a trial by a jury of his country- 
men on oathy examine two or three partial and well- 
inftrudted witnefles under nofucb fandion^ and you may 
^proceed immediately to expulfion. You then vote 
hioi incapable of being re-eleded. The creature of 
the minifter is received in his place, and declared a re- 
prefentative of the people. A Houfe of Commons 
may in this manner be fo garbled, as not to contain tL 
fingle, fair, and honeft reprefentative, eleded according 
to the law of the land. 

Tlie* 
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, .The motion of expunging from our record? the ic* 
foiiitions of which I complain, is, I know, confidered 
by fome gentlemen as a violent meafure. The cafe, I 
think, requires the moft fpirited mode of redrefs, I 
wiflr as full atonement to the people as poffible. The 
laft Parliament gave us an inftance of expu^^^ing from 
otir Journals what never ought to have been moved in 
this Houfe, the. thanks to a ftupid * tory parfon, of 

the 

* Jonntals of Feb. 25, 1772, Vol. 33, p. 509. 

Thelloufc Was ipoved, That the jBntry in the Votes of the Hoafc, of the 31ft daj 
©f January laft, ** that the thanks of this Houfe be given to the Reverend Do^loc 
*\ NoweUf for the Sermon preached by him yefterday before this Houfe, at St. Mar- 
" garet's Weftminftcr, and that he be defired to print the iame, &c &c." might bo 
read. 

Refolved, That the.faid Entry be txpungtd from the Votes of this Houfe. 
. The fry ftime of the wretched Dr. Howell has lately fuffcred a total eclipfc by a 
l^dantic fchoolmafter of Weftminfter, . promoted to the Archbiihoprick of York in 
pec. 1 776, a Doeior WtUlam Markham, He preached a fermon, all-powerhHtv/Mthe 
the foul injlumbers, at Bow Church in the City, Feb. 2 1, 1777, before the Incorporated 
Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign parts. In what a meek and win- 
j ning fpirit oi.cbrifiianity, of gentlenefs, patience, and forbearance, does this Minifter o£ 
the gofpel of peace ftate the nature, auvl bewail the wickeduels, of the deluded ^tfrnVs 
among us } By what tender bonds of love and charity does this High Priefi endeavour 
to bring over the noblemen and gentlemen in the appefitien to the court paths of ho- 
nour, peace, and perhaps preferment ? This Caiapbas of York obferves, " nothing 
« is too mean for the ufes of parties, as they are now conftituted. Parties once had a 
<' principle belonging to them, abfurd perhaps, and indefenfible, but ftill ourying a 
**' notion of duty, by which honeft minds pnight eafily be caught. But they are now 
•* combinatiotit of individuals, -who, inftead of being the fons and fervants of the com- 
•* munity, mskke a Uaguefor advancia9[ their private interefts. It is their bufineis to 
"I hold high the notion of. political honour. I believe and trull it is not injurious to 
« {3Cf,th3tfuch a bond is no better than that, by which the lawejl and wickede/l combining 
" iions are held together ; and that it denotes the lafiftage of political depravity,** 

And is really the union in a great (lational caufe of fuch men as have c6mix>fed 
the prefent oppofition, andfet theii' names to the fpirited Protejli of the very laft fef- 
lion, the Portlands, Richmonds, Devonihires, Manchefters, Rockiiighams, Abing- 
dons,' Chathams, Shelbiimes, Effinghams, I^itzwilliams, Torringtons, &c. &c. and of 
the SavUes, Cavendiihes, Townlhenids, Johnftones, Glynns, Wrays, Burkes, Barres, 
&c. &C. is fuch a combinatim of individuals in the two Hottfes of Pai'l lament to be 
confidered as a bond no better than that,' by which the loweft and wicked fji eombinatlom 
mrs held together f Are they really no better than tki ivwejl itnd wickedeft combinations 6f 

p'rateni 
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Ae ttnk Oxford breed, for a Irbel 6n Vhe Hcvolu- 
tioh, atnd the prefent eftablifltmettt, in a fcrmoil 

prearhed 

piraaa%.and handifti i Are they ceaUy 00 ^</f«r than gangs of robbery and highiwSQr- 

JACD? ' 

JSe/KVXy 4nagna iacerdds. 

Virga. -flSn. 6. 1. 544. 
.Surety ioftead of this coacfe comi^liment ive might expeA a little favotir frocil 
. Iiis iarwee, when he afitrres us, ^ the -ajtoftles fhcirtfehrcs, whb all rbeir advaifie^ifi 
•*w€fe not eafily freed from the entanglement o{ popuiar ernr.** If the irfpired 
J^lcs did indeed err, we umnjpired private chrijitant might expedl fome indul- 
geoccy rather than inquifitorial feverity, on accouit of oar p<if>tUar trrars. We migh^ 
charitably expejft not to be confulere^l as in a dcfpcrate cafe, in the laji Jiage of 
pHtictl depravity, 1 hope "vpc are not fo far loft. / belkve and trufi h ft rfjurhtis f 
J<ty this. 

This political fermon tells tis, ** ^bat is ajffamed upim thefrfft-rfi ofcttfi^ h the ^h- 
• rhus ratvre 0/ 1. 1 B 1 R T y 1 It r<aii»e$ and fecures itl tte fe'ji \ tmi 1y xhof^j tuh^ i/tt 
** in the enjoyment ffit^ ought to be maintained at aU baxardi.** Have not the Attit* 
ricans on this jBft grotmd taken tip arms? ** Bi/i it remains to befatkd." Wje it 
not iettled by the RevdMen f « ff^Urein ines it ibrtfifl f* St. Paul, in the Epiftie 
to the Romans^ has anfweref! this qiieftion of the Archbifhop of York. HA 
maSces Ithrrty, ^orious hherty, confift in being dfclivered from the bmda^ ofeotrttp^ 
thry Qiprayery which Is often made by the people of England for the High Ccttrt tif 
Parliament. The ApofHe feys, ** becaufe the creattire itfelf alfo ftiall be deliverer! 
** hota tht bondage rJcorrapt'wH \)tito the gUfhut Ifbettj^ df the childXxsn of God." 
*' chap. viii. ver. 21. The Archbifliop goes on, " 1 ha^e fometimes thought it a m'f- 
**fortifnef that a thing fi vatuahk and i^pcrt ant Jhouid hive hd ioord iff *ur langnagt 
** to eatprefi if, except one vobich goes to every thing thai is tuildand /aivteft,** tXd^i th^ 
frtpiiflcation of the Word liberty really go to every thing that is wild andbwlefs ? HaS 
this liariied Vrehie, who is fodeep in Latin, Greek, Hebrew, the Coptic, Perfian^ 
Arraenian, Chaldaici Arabic, Syriac, Phoenician, Palmyrene, Chinefe, Gentoo^ 
&c. &c. and abovd all-in the Erfcg who is himfelf a perfeft Pofyghtr, has h^ neVer 
heard of the Englith words Ueentiaujnefi and licence to cxprcfe every thing that is v)ild 
and lawlefiy as diitinguifhcd from Ibctty. Penfioner Johnfon's Di^Uonaiy wauld 
have told hicrt that licehtioufnefi is " boiindlefs ttherty, a contempt of jiift i*eftraint/^ 
^e might there have found the a\ithority of ^w//, who fays, <« this coftom hat 
** b^i always looked upon, by the wifeft men, as an effe^ of licentioufnefsygoiA not 
" of liberty." He. would in the fame Di^ionary have found that " licen,/* *' is ex- 
*^ orbitaot ttherty, contempt of legal and necelfary reftraint."' MUton tuierftood tho^ 
difference between fiberty and liernce, aS Swift did between tiierty atid licentioufnefsp 
although the ArChbifhop of York feems to jutderftand neither. Hi$ Grace's idea of 
liberty comprehends every thhig that is wihl and UwUfs. The monflef is of his 
own creation, and then he comes in a i-age, lik/e the Saturu of the Heathen my- 
thology, to deftroy his aw-n offspring. The EngHJh Homer, MUten, fays, " Licence 
'* tiiey meai\, whe» they cry liter ty.** Ko tWo words ever conveyed mor^ diftiiiA 
^ . . ideas 
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ftezthtA oA the iftniverfary of the irtente^ death 
of the tyrant, Charles L If fo trifling a bufinefs 
as a foolilh fermoii, neither heard not read by a 
fcore perfon^^ called for fo fpirited ameafur^, can it be 
deemed improper or violent, when the rights of all 
the tleftots of the kingdom have been openly invaded, 
and cheufurpation juftiiled by gentlenvcn in the higheft 
offices under the crown ? The circumftance is truly 
alarming, and deoiands the utmoft exertions of att 
koneft 2eal and gsnerous ardour for the public weal* 

Iown> that I am not fo nice and icnipuloud about pre«* 
ferving eVery line of the Immenfity of the learned lumber 
in our Journals* They are become the mere regifters 
of royal edi£is, of turnpike roads, cnclofures, and mat« 
ters of private bufinefs^ There are many whole pages 
difgraeeful to the nation among our trivial, fond re^ 
cords. My heart bleeds, when I read all the unjuft 
and inhuman refolutidns againft our fellow*fubje6ts in 

idfia^. Hie duUifeii Ichobl-bdy in the loweft form at Jf^^infier knows the di^ 
feivoce. The Engliih Mnxuagf » not rejttioached with poverty, but by thoU who 
are ignorant of iL 

What a melanohely confideratiOil U it t6t the rifin£; generation^ that an illiberal 
Pnelt> one of 

The low-bom, cell-Wed, felfilh, fcrvile band, 
id^diou^ now proinoted to be a general oliicer in xhofahie army of the tninlil^rlal 
tnercenaries of the C6ttrrl> Militant in the Houfe of Lotd5> that fuch a man fliould 
have been preceptor to the children of England, to the Prince of Wales, and Biihop 
ef Oinabrugh ? Was a mere hookworm^ who does not yet know the meaning of the 
rtiok important wcrdm the language of this free countty) who is equally ignorant 
of the thing, and is found IhimMing at the very threfliold'Sf iik^r^y nt^as foch a per^ 
fon fit for fuch a charge 9 The chi/d thai it unborn may rut the fatal miilakc. Is 
the next age likewife td deplore the mifchievttus errors of the bad education ol 
cheir prince > 

I was really forced to remind his Grace of the ^reat Apoftle PauL May I 
loftiy whifper in his ear a few words of St. Pct^r, becaufe they are a good receipt 
Co cure tnagijieriat pride and petulai^e il At free, andnat ujing yur liberty for 
m fifkt pf WAtXCloU5>lK59»-ibc/iottr all metif love the bratberhood. 

The Firft tpiftlc General of Peter, ch. ii. v. i6, 17. 

G America^ 
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America, the fleets and armies voted for the Vain at-' 
tertipt of fubduing the unconquerable ffirit of liberty 
among the defeeildants of Engliflimen. When I re-^ 
iledt on the fubfeqiient proceedings, the barbarous 
and favage manner in which you have carried on the* 
war, by attempting to ftarve thoufands of induftrious 
fifliermeni and labouring poor, with their families, ad 
well as the burning open, and dkifencelefs towns and' 
villages ; I wiih, for the national humanity and honoUry 
whiiih formerly ftood fo high, that thfefe black paged 
of our Journals, and every trace of the cruelties and 
horrors which followed, were obliterated from the re- 
cords of this Houfe, of this kingdom, of the human 

face. 

lii juftice to the ufurped and violated rights of this 
county, in ^ full fenfe of duty to all my brother eleftorsf 
at large, and to prevent the moft fatal and pernicious 
precedent being ever ufed by a wicked and ill-defigniilg 
minifter to the defiruftion of the facred ri^t of eleftion, . 
of national freedom j and independency, I movd, ** that 
*' the refolution of the Houfe of the 1 7 th of February, 
" 1769, ihat John fVilkes Efq. having been in this fef- 
^^fion ofParliameht expelled this Houfe ^ was and is, in- 
«' capable of being ekaed a Member to ferve in this pre- 
^^ fent Parliament^ be expunged from the journals of 
<^ this Houfe, as being fubverfive of the rights of thd 
** whole body of the eleftors of this kingdom*" 
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Votes of Odober 31, 1776. 

Refolved, " That an humble addrefs be prefented 
" to His Majefty, to return His Majefty the thaiiks 
" of this Houfe, for His moft gracious Speech from 
" the Throne : 

To affure His Majefty, " that while we lament 
" the continuance of the troubles which have fo long 
" diftrafted His Colonies in North America ^ and of the 
" calamities and oppreffions which our unhappy fel- 
"low-fubjefts are ftill fufFering under the arbitrary 
" tyranny of their leaders, we cannot forbear to ex- 
" prefs our deteftation and abhorrence of the audacious 
" and defperate fpirit of ambition, which has at laft 
" carried thofe Leaders fo far, as openly to renounce 
" all allegiance to the Crown, and all political connec- 
" tion with this country ; and in direft terms to pre- 
" fume to fet up their rebellious confederacies for Inde^ 
*' pendent Siaiesy'' &c, &c. 

Mr. Wilkes faid, ^ , 

Mn Speaker, 

The honourable gentleman *, who fpoke laft> en- 
deavours to miflead the Houfe. It is certain that no 
preffin'g has- at this time been carried on in the city of 
Lon<^on, or its . liberties. No prefs-gangs have dared 
to mike their appearance in that jurifdidtion. Thofe 

♦ Oeoi'ge Wombwttll, Efq. Member ior Huntingdon. 

G z lawleft 
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lawlefs bands of cruel banditti very prudently chofe 
other fcenes of horror and bloodftied, of lefs danger to 
themfelves. The city, has^ hitherto remained in per- 
fcdt fafety and tranquillity, in a mod happy (late of 
fecurity, by the vigilance, intrepidity, and noble love 
of liberty, which are confpicuous in its prefent worthy 
chief magiftrate *. 

The conduft of Adminiftration, Sir, in the late if- 
fuing of preft-warrants, before they had tried the ope- 
ration of the high bounty, is totally unjuftifiable. 
The Speech, now in your, hand. Sir, is. lb very pacific, 
that the large bounty of five pounds fpr every able, 
and fifty Ihillings for every ordinary, fea^aii, pro-p 
mifed in laft Saturday's Gazette, might fafely, for a 
fliort time at Icaft, have been trufted to, the eroer- 
gency not being thought by adminiftration very cri- 
tical. From the minifter's own ftate of public affairs 
in the Speech, there was no danger in the experiment* 
Much cruelty and bloodlhed had been avoided, many 
valuable lives preferved. 

The affair of Long Ifland has been miffeprpfeatedj 
and greatly magnified* The fuperiorjty of numbers' 
was very confiderable. General Howe laqdead 22,ocx> 
men. The provincials had only 6,000 effeftive men 
on that ifland. They were ordered to retreat, and 
4,000 did accordingly, without being attacked, em- 
bark for the ifland of New- York. There was a real 
mijldke of orders as to the other 2,000, but tney adted 
as brave men always will aft under a mijiah of orders i 
th^y fought. They faw the enemy, left their. entrench* 
ments, and attacked with fpirit. From the fuperi- 
ority of numbers, and their flanks being neglected aod 

* Mr« Sawbrliigei Member for London, Uwa Lor4 Maror* ' 
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unguarded, they were totally defeated. They did not, 
however, remain inaSivey like ctnvards, on an im- 
portant day of battle. No fuch imputation can be 
fixed on them. Nothing decifivc can fojlow from the 
late fuccefsful affair againft the Ai^^^ic^^ns on Long 
Ifland, no more than froni the defeat of the Britifli 
troops at Sullivan's illandt New York will probably 
fall into your hands, but yqur fituation will ii\ that 
cafe be fcarcely mende4 fince the laft year, for you 
then poffeffcd the capital of North America, Bofton^ 
Is that great ^uid important town advantageouily ex- 
changed for New York ? I forgot that w^ ftill like- 
wife poffefs the filhing hamlet of Halifax, — But, Sir, 
we ought to take a much larger and more compre- 
henfiVe view of this interefting fcene, which is now 
fully difclofed. 

The important difpute of Great Britain with her 
colonies has for a conliderable time fixed the attention, 
not only of this nation, but of almoft all Europe. 
The moft eflential interefts of this country, and, in- 
deed, of the greater part of the powers on the con- 
tinent, are deeply interefted in the event. The facri* 
fice of fb much blood and treafure is to every ilate an 
objed of high importance, but to us, whofe empire 
feems mouldering away, of the neareft concern. X 
much fear we are now brought by inextricable diffi- 
culties to the very verge of deftruftion. 

Since our laft meeting, Sir, the fcene, with refpeft 
to America, has totally changed. Inftead of negoti- 
ations with various provincial aflemblies, inftead of 
deliberating on the moft effedtual mode of enforcing 
the parchment declaration of our ionftitutm^I fupe^ 
G 3 riorUjf 



fioriiyover i/ur Cohnus *, of our rtgki to bind th$m in 
all cafes whaifoeveVy we muft confidcr if we have power 
to bind them in any cafe^ for we have now a war to 

* The late adminiftration came into employment under the mediation of the 
Duke of CumberUnd, July ii, 1765, and was removed, upon a plan fettled by the. 
Earl of Chatham, on July 30, 1766, having lafted one year and 25 days. 
In that fpace of time 
The diAraSlions of the Briti(h Empire were compofed by 
** The Repeal 9f the American Stamp-Adt," 
But the conjiitutionalfupgriorify of Great Britain was preferved by 
<* The A61 for fecuring the dependance of the Colonies/' &c &c. 
jiport Acct'Unt •/ a latejhort Adminifiraiietu 
[publilhed in Auguft 1766.] 
• The A<Sl, commonly called the Dtctarattry Aff, is fo miKh the fubje^ of political 
difpute, that I ftiall give it entire from the Statutes at large. 
Anno Sexto GeorgtilH. A. D. 1766. 
An A61 for the better fecuring the Dependency of His Majefty's Dominions in 
America upon the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. 

VVhereas feveral of the Houfes of Reprefentatives in His Majefty*s Colonies «mJ 
Plantations in America, have of late, againft Law, claimed to thcmfelves, or to the 
General AlTemblies of the fame, the fole and exclufive right of impofmg Duties and 
.Taxes upon His Majeft)''s fubje<5ls in the faid Colonies and Plantations; andhave^in 
puiiliance of fuch claim, paifed certain votes, refolutions, and orders, derogatory to 
the legiflative authority of Parliament, and inconfiflent with the dependency of the 
faid Colonies and Plantations upon the Crown of Great Britain : May it tlicrcfore 
j>leafe your roofl .Qxcellcnt Majefty, that it may be declared ; and be it declared by 
the King's moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by* 
the authority of the fame, that the faid Colonies and Plantations in America have 
been, are, and of right ought to be, fubordinate unto, and dependent upon, the im- 
perial Crown and Parliament of Great Britain ; and that the King's Majefty, by and 
with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of 
Great Britain, in parliament atTembled^ i>cUly hathy and cf right ought to buvi^ full 
ftnver and authority to make Laics and Statutes of fufficient force and %.a!idity to hind the 
• d^ifnUs and Ptofie of America^ jubjeAs of iht Crown of Great Britain^ in all cafes what 
J'^ver^ 

IL, And be.it further declared and en^fted by the authority aforefaid* That all Re- 
folutions, Votes, Orders, and Proceedings, in any of the faid Colonies or Plantations, 
whereby tli^ power and authority of the parliament of Great Britain, to make La;iv5 
jind Statiites as afofefaid, is denied or drawn into queftion, a^e, ^d are hereby de^ 
Clared to be, utterly null and void to all intents and purpofes whatfoever. 

The Dicla' ttory AJ, and the RepcaUfthe Amtxlcau Stamp^yf^l, received the Royal 
Affent oij the fame day, MffHh 18, 1766, in t|;e Adwiiftfation of the Marcjui^ of 
Jlockingham, 
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;.earry onkgiinfttfae Free andindependeiu fta*es of Ame- 
rica; a wicked war, which has been occafioned folely 

. by a fpirit of violence, injuftice, and obftinacy in our 
minifters, unparalleled in hiftory. In the beginning 
of September, in the laft year *, a very humbte and 
dutiful P^//V/(?» was fent from the congreis to his Ma- 

gefty, in which his Majefty was fupplicated " to di- 
'^ red feme mode, by which the united applications of 
*^ his faithful colonifts to the throne, in purfuance 
^^ of their common councils, may be improved into 

* The ftrong dcfiri of peace and reconciliation in the inhabitants of Maflachufct's 
Bay, which has been always confidered as the moft violent as well as powerful of all 
the American colonies, even immediately after the murdtn by the King's troops at 
Lexington and Concord, on the 1 9th of April, 1775,' is confpicuous in their " Addrefs 
** to the inhabitants of Great Britain.** 

In Provincial Congrefs, Watertown, April 26, 1775. 
Friends, and Fellow Subjeas, 

. Hoflilities are at length commenced in this colony by the troops under command 
of General Gage, &c. &c 

Thefe, brethren, are marks of mhifterial vengeance againft this colony, for re- 
fiifing, with her fifter colonies, afubmiflion to flaveryj but they A^** Mt ya de- 
tached mfrom our reyai fovireign ; we pr^fefs to he bis Icyal mnd dutiful [uhjeBs j add 
fo hardly dealt with as we have been, are ftill ready with our lives and fortunes 
to defend his perfon, family, crown, and dignity ; neverthelefs, to the" peifecution 
and tyranny of his cruel miniftry we will not tamely fubmit j appealing to Heaven 
Ux the juftice of our caufe, toe determine to die or be free. 

We cannot think that the honour, wifdoni, and valour of Britohs, will fufier 
them to be longer inactive fpedtators of meafures in which they theh^ielves are fo 
deeply i^tereHed ; meafures purfued in oppofition to the folemn Proteflt of many 
noble Lords, and expreffed fenfe of confpicuous Commons^ whofe khowledgc^ an4 
virtue have long chara6lerized them as fome of tlie greateil men in the nation} 
meafures executing contrary to the intereft, petitions and refolves of ihany large re^ 
fpe<Stable counties, cities, and boroughs in Great Britain ; meafures highly incom- 
|»attble with juftice, but ilill puifued with a fp^cious pretence of eafuig the nation 
of its burthens; mm/m km which, if fuccefsful;, muit end in the niin and fishery of 
Britain, as well as the pei-fecuted American colonies. - 

We fmcerely hppe that the great Sovereign of the Univerfe, w\\o hath fo often 
appeared for the Engliih nation, will fupport you ii) every ratioiial and manly ex- 
ertion with thefi^ colonies for faving it from r\un, and that, in a conftitutiotal eonnecn 
tem with our mother ewntry^ we^aUfogn be altngetber a free and haffy people. 

Signed by Order, JOS. WARREN, ..Pi-efident* 

G 4 " a happy 
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*^ a happy rnd permanent teoonciliation.'* Th^re^ wa« 
not avfQTdinthepetiiionvfhicYi did not breathe fubmiffion 
and loyalty, and yet the official anfwer of Lord Dart-, 
mouth, fecrctary at that time for the Americw depart- 
ment, after a long deliberation, was to the laft de^ 
gree irritating. It was, thaf no anjwer would be given i 
that is, we will not treat, we fcorn to negotiate with 
you, we exaO: unconditional fubmijfion. This anfwerJ^ 
Sir, in my opinion, might juftly be called indignity 
end infulty and in a much higher degree than what 
the Speech fays the Americans have offered to England, 
after. all the provocations on our part. It drove t ho 
Americans to defpair, and, with the violation of our 
perfidious promifes in Lord Hillfborough's famous of« 
ficial circular letter *, laid the real foundation of their 
Declaration of Independency. 

Much 

* The Circnhr Letter of ^e Ead of Hi!liboK)ugh> Secretary of State for tho^ 
Cfdonies, to all the Govenvu-s on the Continent and IQands. 

WlutehaU, May r3, 1769. 

Xnctofed I fend you the gracious Speech made by the King to his Parliament at 
th« dofe of the Se3ion on Tuefday laft. 

What His Majefty is pleafed to fay iu relation to the meafures which have been^ 
purfued in North America will not efcape your notice, as the fatisfaftion His Ma- 
jefty expreffes in the approbation his Parliament has* given to thorn, and the af-- 
iurances of their firm fnpport in the profecution of them, together with bis roy^ 
opinion of the great advantages that wlU probably accrue from the concurrence of 
every branch of the legiflature in the refblution of maintatning a due executton oC 
the lawS| cannot foil to produce the moft falutaiy elfe£b; 

Fix»n henee it will be underftood, that the whole legiflature eoncur inth» 
cqiinion adopted by his Majefty's fervantSj that no meafure ought to be taken whidi 
can any way derogate from the legiflative authority of Creat Britain over the Co- 
lonies J but I take upon me to affure you, notwithftanding infmuattons to the con* 
trary from men With famous and feditious views, that His M^efty's prefent ad- 
miniftration have at no time entertained a defign to propofe to Parliament to \xf 
any further taxes upon America frr the ^ittfofe tf raijing a ftvMue^ and that it is aC 
prefent their intention to propofe in the next Seffipn of Parliament to take off th« 
duty upon glafs, paper, and colours, upon confideration of fucb duties having been 
laid contrary to the true principles of commevce. 

Theft 
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Much has heen faid. Sir, of the prophecy of the 
xniaifters, that the Americans would in the end de- 
clare themfelvelJ independent. I give the minifters no 
credit for fuch a prophecy. They went on the fureft 
grounds. They might very fafely promulgate fuch 
a picdiftion, when they knew that the unjuft and fan- 
euinary meafures, which they intended to purfue, muft 
bring about the event. They drove the Americans 
into their prefcnt flate of independency. The Jefuits in 
France rifqued nothing when they prophefied in 1610 
the death of the beft prince that ever reigned in Eu- 
rope to be within that year. Their's was xhtfure word 
of prophecy. They employed Ravaillac to afiaflinace 
their fovereign. 

An honourable gentleman * near me. Sir, attacks 
the American Declaration of Independenoy in a very pe- 
culiar manner. He pronounces it a wretched compo- 
fition, very ill written, drawn up only with the view 
to captivate the people. That^ fir, is the very rcafon 
why I approve it moil as a compofition, as well as a 
wife, political meafure^ for the people are to decide 
this great controverfy. If, they are captivated by it, 
the en4 is attained. The polilhed periods, the har- 
monious, happy expreilions, the grace, eafe, and ele- 
gance of a beautiful diftion, which we chiefly admire, 
very little captivate the people of America. Manly, 
nervous fenfe they reliih, even in the moft awkward 

Thefe have always been, and ftill arc, the fcntimente of his Miyefty's prcfent 
CeryantSy and the principles by which their condu^ with refpe£t to America has 
Iwen governed ; and His Majefty relies upon your prudence and fidelity for fuch 
an explanation of His meafures, as may tend to remove the prejudices which have 
been excited by the miiineprefentations of thofe who are enemies to the peace and 
profperity of Great Britain and her Colomes, and to re«eftabli(h that mutual con- 
tdcDoe and affection upoft which the glory and fafety of the Britifti empire depend. 

# Govenior Johnftone, Member for Appleby. 

and 
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and uncouth drefl of language. Whatever coihpdfition 
produces the effed:, which is intended, in the moft for- 
cible manner, is, in my opinion, the beft, and the moft 
to be approved. That mode fliould always be purfued. 
. It has the moft merit, as well as fuccefs, on the 
great theatre of the world, no lefs than on the ftage, 
whether you mean to infpire pity^ terror ^ or any other 
paifion. 

1 The honourable * gentleman, Sir, who feconded the 
. addrefs, fays, the American Declaration of Independency 
was nofurprize to him — nor I believe. Sir, to any man 
of common reflection, after our hoftilities and cruelties, 
after the frantic and extravagant career, which admi- 
niftration purfued, with a full chorus of approbation 
from the majority of this Houfe. 

The fpecch in your hand, Sir, which an -f- honourable 
gentleman near me has well czihdafpeech of hypocrify^ 
mentions the " aflurances of amity, which his Majefty 
** continues to receive from the feveral courts of Eu- 
*^ rope." At the beginning of the laft fefSon, the mi- 
niftergave us in the King's. fpeech more explicit aflTup- 
ances. It was faid, '^ I am happy to add, as well from 
*^ the affurances I have received, as from the generd 
** appearance of affairs in Europe, I fee no probability 
*^ that the meafures, which you may adopt, will be in- 
.** terrupted by difputes from any foreign power.*' We 
have no fuch aflurances held out to us this year, that 
our ipeafureswill not be interrupted by difputes with any 
foreign power; but we have ftill aflurances of amity^ 
which are daily contradifted by the immenfe prepara*^ 
tions of the neighbourijng foreign powers, of Franco 

♦ GeprsB Finch iHattan, Ef<|5 Member for Ro<;h«ftcr. 

t Governor Jolmftonc. • ' *• 

. , and 
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and Spain, aad indeed of the whole hourfe of Bourbon^ 
The accounts from Naples contain little but the vafl: 
preparations making by the king of the Two Sicilies^ 
Aro we indeed fiinple and credulous enough to truft,tp 
general vague expreffions of politenefs, againft the clear 
evidence of fads? Our miniftry know very well that 
an American privateer being lately flopped at Bilboa 
in Bifcay, an expref^was immediately difpatchcd to Ma^ 
drid, which returned with the.fulleft diredtions for the 
releafe of the privateer, and permiffion to furnifti him 
with provifions, ftores, ammunition, in fliort, with 
whatever he wanted. This fadt will not be denied. Is 
Spain then one of the foreign powers, which again 
foothes us with thefe honied affurances of amity ? Has 
fate ordained, that we are neither to poffefs capacity 
enough to profit by the example of others, nor even by 
our own experience? In the very firft year of the pre- 
fent reign, in September 1761, the Gazette told uSj^ 
that " the Catholic king had, at no time, bpen more 
" intent upon cultivating a good correfpondence wit^i 
*^ England, than in the.prefent conjunfture/' This 
declaration was received ferioufly here, held out as part 
of the court creed among us, and laughed at by all the 
reft of fiiurope. In the beginning of the following 
January, without any one new faft having occurred of 
any moment, war was declared by England againft 
Spain. Will the plaufible, fmooth-tongued French 
likcwife be able to lull us into a fatal fecurity againft 
the evidence of all hiftory ? Can we expeft to be treated 
by them in any other manner than the Spaniard* were 
at the time of the famous revolt of Portugal? The 
French fent whole regiments, completely officered, in* 
tp the ftrvice of the houfe of Braganza. They paid 

them 
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thein uader-band ithe fame* a$ tiiek national trooips^ yet: 
aU the while deciared their abhorrence of rebellions and 
43if rebels, iflliing proclamation after prodamation, and 
feodling their defetters under the moft fevere penal- 
ties. Sir, there ifs not a power in Europe, unfubfidized 
by Great'Britain, which does not wilh fuccefs to the 
Americans. We are confidered, almofl every where 
on the contisient, ixk the odiow light of * tyrants and 
^pprcflbrs. 

The fpeech, Sir, (tates, that '* if treafon b^ buffered 
•* to take r<?aty tamh mifchief muft grow from it to the 
** fiifcty of my ioyal colonies.'^ Alas I Sir, what we 
<aU treafon and uketlidH^ and they juft refiftance and a 
glorious revaktmy has taken rooty a very deep not in- 
deed, aad has fpread over almoft all the American co- 
lomes4 In this very fpeech, we are told of their nam- 
iersy their wealth, their ftrengtb hy fea and land^ The 
lojal colonies are three, thtfree provinces thirt^n. la 
laying on the embargo, the exception to the rule is ri- 
diculous enough. It is as thirteen to three. The Ga- 
zette fays, " any of my colonies in North America, ex^ 

* A French geRtleman^ whofe univerfa! genins is no left admired at Peteriburg 
than at Varisy after mentioning iomt Jpetrbes in the Engliih Houfe c^ Commons on 
American Affairs^ wnU« to his friend at London. 

J'en ai aufli fait un> et le voici. " MelTieurS) je ne vous paderai point de la juf- 
** tice oo de rinjndice de voti-e conduite. Je fens bien que ce mot n'eft que da 
«* biiitt, quand il s^agit de Tincer^ gemiral. Jc potirr6is vous parler de vos moyens 
« de reiUfir ; et vous demander fi vons fites affez forts pour jduer le role d'oppriBf- 
^ fe%irs. Cela toucheroit un pen de pins pres a la queilion ; cependant je n^en ferai 
** ricn. Mais je m'cnteftdrai ^ vous fupplier de jetter les yeux fur les nations qui 
<* vons haSffcnt. litfeiTogez les ; voyez ce qo'elles penfent de voils, et dites moi juf- 
^ ques a quand vous avez refolu de ^aire nre vos enemis." 

11 ftaroit ici un papier qu'on dit ^Cre d'un bomme important de votre natioit. U 
paroit par ce papier que le prqjet fecreC de la mere pathe, eft de'£ure forger 1% 
moitie des colons^ et de reduire le refte ^ la condition des negtts. 

Nothing furely could be more lamentable to thofe who remember the iiouriihtng 
days of this kingdom^ than to fee the infanejoy of feveraliu3h^>]^people> amidft thtt 
lad fpe^tade which our affiurs andcondu^ exhibit to thfum ^ Europe* 

Burkfi's Let(ar to the Shen£& of Briftol. 

I ^^ cei* 
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^^ cept the, colonies of Ncw-Harapihire, M^flachufetV 
" ]^, RhodB-Iflandv Conacdticut^ New- York, New- 
" j€rfcy,Penn£ylvaaia, the three lower countries onDela- 
^ ware> MauyJand, Vu-ginia,.North-Garoliiia^ South-Ca* 
'^ rolina, and- Georgia*" Of what other colonies was his 
Afeje% in.poi[feflion^/^i/^^^!ra» tothetbrone? I think the 
permiffion extendi only to the three provinces^ which, 
we haye not yet loft, to the Romaoi Catholic provinces 
of Canada, and: Florida, and tO: Nova. Scotia* 

We have now been carrying on for two years a fa- 
vage and piratical, as well as an^unjuft^ war; Every 
demand of government has been, complied with, and 
yet the great force employed both by fea and land has: 
not hitherto recovered a fingle province of all the con- 
federated colonies. On the contrary, the evil grows 
more defperate *. The lafti year only twelve colonies' 
humbly petitioned the throne. This year, by the ac* 
ceffion of Georgia, we have feen^a foederal union of 
thirteen free and powerful provinces afTerting their i»- 
dependency as high and mighty ftdtesy ^and fetting our 
power at defiance. This was done with circumftances 
of fpirit and courage in thefe revolted colonies, to 
which poftferity will do juftice^ for it was direfitly after 
the fafe landing of your whole force. In return you 
plundered their coafts, and fet fire to their open towns 

' * The w^r Arch^iihpt^ of Yoiic t^ us, << chat wa muft rdf ca the wr/2/M» of 
« our governors^ in confidence that necbssity will at laft provide thoTe remedies, 
** which f*9*/tgikt 4id not." [T^if fum fWU ^ nao sfplicaiim •/ the daarine ej vi'i 

CSSflTY.] /. 

Sermon preached in the Citf before the Society for the Prop^ation 
of 4ie.Oofpel m foreisn p»tts» 
Amenca is not (id)due4 Not one unattaiqked viUase^ which was originally adverfe 
tfanraghout thai vafl centinepty has y«( fi|bmitted firom love or terror. You have the 
l^imind you encamp on { and you have no more. The cantonrotots of your troops 
and your dominioiis are exai^y of the fimt extents You fpread devsjhiioa, but you 
do flol enlarge tfalkiphere of «itbority. 

Letterfrom Edmund Burke, Efqi to the Sheriffi of Briitol, dated Apnl |« 
X777. Briftoled*p.a5« 

and 
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and defencelefs villages with a barbarity" which dif-^ 
graces the Englilh name. In the midft of all the cru- 
elties, terrors, and devaJiaHons, which follow your arms, 
fcr before them is as the garden ofEden^ and behind them 
as the defilate wildemefs^ the fpirit of the Americans is 
ftill unfubdued. I hope, and firmly believe^ you never 
will conquer the free fpirit of the defcendants of Eng- 
liihmen, thus exerted In. an honeft caufe. They ho- 
nour and value the bleflings of liberty, and are deter- 
mined to //w and die freemen "-^^ notwithftanding the 
vain efforts of every arbitrary power 'in Europe. It is 
a foolilh attempt to think of conquering and holding 
the immenfe territory of North America, when the 
whole country is united againft us. The minifter ar- 
gues in a trifling manner in the Speech on the dedjive 
good confequences from events only in' the province of 
New York. They do not prove that we fhall fubdue 
Virginia, or either of the Carolinas. Succefs in two 
or three battles or fieges cannot conclude for the 
final fuccefs of a war, fo extenfive already, fo greatly 
complicated. 

As to the -f unanimity at home prophecied of in the 
Speechy the very idea is abfurd, becaufe impoffible, 
while the prefent fyftem of injuftice and oppreffion is 
purfued. The American war has been declared by fe- 
veral gentlemen in this Houfe to be unjuft, and uncon- 

*" * If there be one faft in the world perfsfBy cleasji it is this, « That the difpofitioft 
V of the pet^le di America is wholly advcrfe t» [A«w] any other than a free govern- 
^ ment." Page 55. 

+ They are continually boafting of uftamrnkj, or cjdling for it. But before this 
vnanimly can be matter either of wilh Or tvngtatulaum^ w# onght to be pretty fiire, 
that we are engaged in a rational purfuit. Phrenzy does not become a fligfater dif' 
(emper on account of the number of thofe Who may be infected, with it. Delufion 
and weiJuieis produce not one mifdiief the teif becaufe they are mnroerfrl 

Letter 6x?m£d(9iU9dBurl(e,Sfqi 01 ttwSbncifiioCBriftoL P. 38. 

ilitutional 
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IHtutioaal in its firft principle, and, if perfifted in, nc-' 
ceflarily to bring on our ruin. Wje have neither force ^ 
to conquer, nor llrengtli to maintain fuch extenfive con- 
quefts, if we could at prefent fucceed, if we could conti-. 
nue, by every bafe compliance and facrifice of national 
honour, to perfuade our ancient open enemy y and preftnt- 
falflb '^friendy France, to wear the political maik of amity,., 
and preferve a precarious peace. France fecretly exults, 
when flie fees our brave countrymen turning their vidto- . 
rious fwords into their own bowels. 

Our fituation, fir, is become truly critical. The con- 
ftitution of this country is at home fapped by bribery 
and corruption. On the other fide the Atlantic it is af- 
ifailed by violence and force of arms. The too fatal, 
fuccefs in this devoted nation is very evident ; but in, 
the new world, I truft, as a friend to mankind, that all 
the dffpotic meafures of a tyrannical adminiftration 
will prove inefFeftual. It cannot be too often held out 
to minifterial folly and obftinacy, that it is impoffiblc 
for this ifland to conquer ajid. hold America. They are 
determined and united. Your fleets may indeed every 
year carry horror through all their coafts. Your ar- 
mies may poffefs fome fea-port towns, but the nume-^ 
rbus, and greatly increafing, people of the provinces ' 
will retire intQ the interior parts, of which you have, 
already had fome experience. Peaceful towns and vil- 
lages will cover their fruitful plains, and liberty fix^her 
bleft abode among them, the unmolefted, happy inha- 

- •♦ The great Duke of Marlborough, in a letter to Queen Anne, fays, « It is not 
<« n^ opinion only, -but the opimon of all manlund, that thtfriind/hfp of France 
^rab& needs, fae .dejftni6^v« to your Majefty: there being in that court m root 
^•f etmty XirrtcontiUsble .«• yaur Majtfifi governwuMt, and the nligivn of theft king^ 

• ^a AocoQSJt of the Condua o£ the Dowager DiicheCis of Marlboroogh, Page 26g; 

6 * bitants 
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Ibitants iJejoiGing that they are ptocul a jove^ procul a 

1 hcaf tily agree. Sir, with the * noble Lord in the 
amendment propofed; but I go fafther, and my 
opinion is, that if we expeO: to f^vc the empirei to 
preferve evenfor alhorr period Canada or the Weft- 
Indian iflands> or to recover any part of the immenfe- 
territory we have lately loft, we muft recall our ifeetff 
and armies, immediately repeal all the afibs injtirious' 
to the Americans paffcd fince 1763, and reftore theif 
charters. We may then, if thefwilt jbrgive^ andean 
ttuji i/x, treat with them on juft, fair, a!nd equal terms^ 
without the idea of compullion* In this^ way only can* 
2t foundation be laid for the reftoration of peace, inter-*, 
nal tranquillity, and unity to this eommlfed \ and' dif-' 
membered empire. 

Vote* 

* Lord John- Careodifli, Member for. Ifiwk* 

f Sir William Draper fay^ « That this coUntty \i emwilfed in ev«ry j^ bf- 
" anonyprous^ wicked and inoensi'aiy writfcrs,'* Locke is of opinion, th«<^/>r^*« i$^ 
<<*tbe ipreat caufe o^crwU tomwMion** and ftifely rank^ fold zOkd^fifv^tm have beea 
frequent for many years throughout this emfiire. The Knight of the Bath beins 
himfelf 'a finej a very ftne^riter; attributes, in my opinion, too mti&h to the influx 
enee of -fine writtngi perhaps «ven of his cfwa:v«iy line writing, for the bod/ of ihk 
piopli are more ufefolly employed Chan in the penifid of polite, elegant authors* 
Tbepecfit do not read very much, nor- reafon clofely on every occafion, bnttbef 
;dways/*«/juftly. dir W111iam> baviag iheathed the bloody fword, and bid 

FareweUther neighing, fteed, and tfaie Ihrill trump, 

The fpirit^ftining.dnimy.the eac*pie»:tn|^ fskp 

The royal banner, and all quality, 

Phde> pamp^ and eircumftancc'of -glenovs wmt^ Sl|^pean»« 

tondifres tb»^|MM/i/peny/tsUs4)oeaiisx>f iidc, vAuBSStAhMM in tumingta a de« 
Ucate ear Imoth and melodiaui periods; He never virastUeMifcifM^, UUC* 
falfi modefy.Aoa^nol make? him notv conced the obligatloa he confolrs^ on ttaukmA 
by his writings, nor content him(elf.wiai awmywuut litentfy dfifA7m£t. Lodw mUjf 
penfitfef regardlefs of claiHcal praife, intent only on ferving maoidndf pafledhis life te 
deep refeardies coiicernmg the << Human Uuderftanding^" and ** Civil Goiwn* 
« meat." He does tiot quite agree with Sir WUiianu He tells usj ** {»opfe ftv 
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VoTEsof February I ;^, 1777* 

Tfie Bill to empower Ktis Majefty to fe6ure and de- 
iiin peribns charged with^ or fufpefted of, the Crime 
of High Treafon, committed in Nprtb Jmerica^ or on 
the High Seas| or of the Crime of Piracy^ was read the 
third time; and an ingroidfed Claufe was added, by the 
Houfe, to the Bill| by Wfty of Ryder* 

Mn mass faid, 

Mr. Speaker^ 

1 cannot continue fildnt \frhile the fate of fo impor- 
tant a Bill as the prefent is depending before this 
Houfe. Adminiftration at firft brought in this Bill in 
H form^ which gave a very general and jufl: alarm to 
the city, tb the nation* If it had paffed in that form, 
in my opinion the whole kingdom would have been 
put under an inierdid of law. The perfonal liberty of 
every man in this ifland had been precarious and infc- 

•' not fo caiaiy got out of their old fotros, as fomc af e apt to fiiggeft. They are 
" hanilf to be prevailed with to amend the acknowledged faults in the frame they 
•' have been accuftomed to. Great miftakes in the ruling parts, many wi*ong and 
« inconvenient laws, and all tte flips of hiiiiian firailty, will be borne by tbipupk 
«* without-mutiny or murmUr. But, if a long train of alnfe% prevarications, and ar- 
" tifices, all tending the iame way, itbke the d^fign vifible to tbipetple, and they 
** cannot batfeeJ, what they lie under^ and fee whither they are going ; it is not to 
*^ be wondered that they ihould then rouTe themfelves, and tndiuvour tvput the ntU 
** inH fucb bi3»d9f wi>Ub mMyfiturf t§ tbtm the tnds^f^r wb'ub government wot aijirfi 
«( ere0ul,'* toc^eof Civil Oovenunfoc^ book If. ch. 19. 

H cure. 
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Cure, depending folely oh the will of the miniller. 
The fpirit of the Bill in its original ftatewas oppreffion 
and tyranny through every part of the empire. In this 
ftate the Bill has continued //// this day. By the patriotic 
zeal of an honourable gentleman of the law *, a claufe 
. has juft been offered and adopted by way of Ryder ^ as it 
is called in this ftage of the Bill, which gives peace of 
mind, and fecurity in fome degree, to every fubjeft 
refident in this kingdom, for perfons under this de- 
fcrlption are at length declared not to be the objefts 
of this Bill -f*. I fpeak of the claufe. Sir, even as 

prc- 

* John DuoniAg, Efq. Member for Calne. 

f In Mr. Burke's Letter to the Sheriffs of Briftol, it is faid, " fhe main opera- 
** tive regulation of the a^ is to fufpeml the common law, and the llatute, Habeas 
** Corpui (the fole fecurities either for liberty or juftice), with re2;ard to all thof<^ 
" who have been out of the realm, or on the high feas, within a given time* 
** The reft of the people> as I underftand, are to continue as they ftood before. 

** I confefsy gentlemen, that this appeal's to me, as bad in the principle, and far 
** worfe in its confequences, than an univerfal fufpenfion of the Habeas drfius a^ ; 
** and the limiting qualification, inftead of taktHfr out tbejlirtf, does, in my humble- 
*' opinion, jbarpen and mvtnom it to a greater degree. Libeity, if I underftand it 
♦< at allj is a general prirtciple, and the clear right of all the fubjedls within thtf. 
'^ realm, tt ot none. Partial freedom feetxis to me a mof^ invidious mode olt 
" flavery." P. 15. 

^ When Mr, Dunning moved the claufe of limitation, he faid that he meant to taJU 
thefiing out of the Bill as to all the people of Great Britain, whom he juftly repre** 
fented as exceedingly alarmed at the fufpenfion of the CommoA Law, and Che /fat- 
htat Corpus f at the temporary lofs of thofe bulwarks of theconftitutiony which Mr. 
Burke admits to be the Jo/e fecuritw either for liberty crjufiice. The city of lx>nddn 
had petitioned the Houfe' of Commons on tl\e 14th of Febriiaiy, and declared^ 
that if the Bill (hould pafs into a law, it ivfu/d create th& greateji umafineftin tbt 
minds of many of His Majcjiy^s good fuljedis, and tend to excite the mo/i alarming dif-^ 
turhanceiy &c. &c, therefore earnefly beseeching the Houfe, that the /aid Bill tnay net 
pafs into a Law ^^ or at Uaft to take Jucb care as in their ivifdom may feent meet, to fre^ 
wnt it from being extended, in its operation or conflru^iion, to any of his Mttjefy*sfub' 
jeeis rejidentjn the/e kingdoms. The great wifll aud effort of thofe gentlemen in op- 
pofition, who attended their duty in Parliament, was to have thit)Wii out the ftill, 
and thereby fi-ecd rw»j?fubje6t of the empire from the terrors of the arbitrary power 
propofed to be vefted in the prefent adminiftration; When thai was found impradU- 
cehle iifter repeated uials ia every ftage of the BiU, ihey exerted thcrafelves, and 
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pretended ta be amended by an honourable gentleman 

Qn 

happily fUcceedect in delivering tnoft of tiie inhabitanfe of Gteat Btitaiii, Hh Ma* 
jefy*i fuhje^s refitUnt tn ibefe, kingdoms^ frpm the fengs of a crael xniniftry; To ttrnn • 
the nation is indebted for the prefcnt peace and fecurity of its capital, of this great 
feat of empire, of this whole ifland. Ai*e they now, inftead of being thanked, 
to be harftily told by thofe, whb did not attend their duty in Parlwnient, that 
they have done mifchief, that fo fhr from taking out tbejihg, they hxvejbarf>ened 
and tnvenomtd it to a greater degree^ that they ought to hav^ fuffef ed fo wicked ail 
Aft to have been univerfa/, 'jmd^to have extended to Great Britain a§ well as 
America ^ Are they noW to be rej[)roached by thofe, who would not join in the 
minlfterial attack, that the Aft is far noorfe in its coH/tquences, when by their ge- 
herous ftruggles, and glorious viftory, it can have ho eon/e^uence whatever to the 
mqft important part of the empire > Were they to have facrificid th^ (t,te Jccurttiet 
tuber far liberty or juftice for themlclves, foi* the whole ifland, to ifpecuiathn, that 
partial Jrudbtn wat a mojl invidious wtode cfjlaveiy f Mr. Burke judges hetller fiar his 
friends, the two Sheriffs of 6riftol. He tells them in this letter, ** I nevci: ven- 
** tured to put yo\ir Jolld intertfii updn fpecuUtive graundsj^ p. 4!^. I hav6 toot 
heard of any anfwer to this letter firom either of the ^heriffe of Briftol, " that 
<* bonbfi weil-ordered, virtuous city^ a people who preferve more of the original 
^ Engliih fimplicity, and purity tf manners, than perhaps any other,'* p. 69, in the 
. words of their Member's political Creed, As to the two Briftol Sbenffs iijeas of their 
pKd intereflsy I take it for granted that they cxaftly coincide "With thofe of the 
Sheriffs cf London, the Aldenneri Pluiiibe and Thomas. They well knoiv their 
oWh filid inierefs, and certainly pfoceed npon fpecmUUive grounds eCTentially dif- 
fereht, both iii nature and extent^ from thofe of Mr. Suike. Theli* fpecu^ 
lations do noc extend heyoncf £xchange-Alley. Mr. Bturke's ailgel genius 
takes in 

The heniifphei^ of earth in cleareft laen. M i L i* o^. 

t will anfwer for moft City Sheriffs, whether of London dr BrtpeJ^ at laaft for 
the prefent London Sberiffs, that they attend to their own fylld Interefis ; and " have 
** never troubled their utiderftandmgs with [peculations concerning the unity of om- 
** pire, and the identity or diftinftioh of legHlative powers," p. 54. Thtw/pocu- 
larlens however are neither partial, hor narrow. They /peculate oh every thing, 
on the Omniitm with wonderful intelligence and iagacity. If they do not beau* 
tifoliy moralise oh this frail and feveinlh being, they calculate with amazing 
exaftncfs the great uncertainty of human life, and the moil minute degrees of the 
probability of its continuance in every object of theix* /peculations. Nor are their 
/pecif lations confined to ahy faftioh, or influenced by the blind leal of party, Whigs 
and Tories, cdurtiers and patriots, are indifferent to them, as to life annuities, and 
reverfionary paymentt» They even wlfh to uiiite the tory sind whig, the courtier 
and patriot — in 2i joint fecurliyi 

Bat to return to the argument' of the partial fufpcnfioti of the Rabetts Corpus, Is a 
man voluntarily to fubmit to the conflagration, of his own dwelling-houfe, bec^ufe 
iumt diibnt biuildiogs of his are in daugei^ of being burnt ? Is a phyiiclan tQ giv« 

Ha • ^ *iip 
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611 the tftafury bench *. His words, however, Sir, 

^/ offbe realm, are too loofe and ambiguous, by no 

fneans defcriptive enough of the perfons, who are de- 

' chred by adminiftration not to be the objeft* of the 

tip every idea of pi^eferving the head or the heart/ from a befi^thac iuch exiremi^ 
ties as the hands or the feet are lA an alarming ibte i Is he to endeavour no curep 
becaufe he cannot fave all his patients ? if we cannot beftow fhe godlike gift of^ 
mnHferfali we cnaght furely to give ^ni^U freedom. When tlie minority founii it 
impofiible t» redetmfrtmjavfry the whole empire^ they faved the tnoft vahiable part. 
They nobly ftniggled, and fucceeded for us on this fide the Atlantic. I will truA 
the fons of America to their own virtue and prowels, by wlych I ha\'e no doubi; 
of their being JSnaify fazal^ 

What made offiavery^ howevery farMJreeism. t^n fum to mnj many I freely own that 
I do not guefs; How partial fretdom to fome can be ib* m'ift invidious mode offlan/eiy 
to others^ is beyond my compreheitfiort. Yet I can conceive partial freed jn in fom^ 
may make the UXs of liberty more regretted, more fhai^ly felt by others. Among 
^ the different fpecies oijlavry^ under wliich the infulted race of man has fuf-- 
fered, partial freidtm ha^not hitheito' been claffed/ nor did they ever before accord 
in fqch friendly, han^onious unlfon as they are now ^und by Che Slieriilii of 
9riftol. 

Mr. Biirke fays^ ^ I have not d^6ated ag^iift this Bill ift its pj^ogrefs throc^li 
^ the Houfe ; becauTe it would have been vain to c^pofe, and Impoj/ihle to cor- 
** rea A*' Page x8r The Bill^ and the Minifter, were both well eorreditd by Mr; 
Dunning, ** I cannot conicientiouily fupport what is againd my opirdon, nor pnv> 
^ dently contend wkb what I kna^ vi irreJf/Hhle» Preferving my principles xiO' 
^fhaken^'I referve my affivifjf fir rational endeavours" Page 19^ Was t!*ie Court 
faiG&osk xnore determined to^ carry ths jfytertcsn High Treafort^ ihetnthe Gvil Lifl^ 
M'MT Was the ^rft knoaon by Mr. Burke to be more irrejlftihk than the la ft T YeC 
his -efforfis agaiuft the laft Bill were great and hradaMe, akhot^g^ B«ot fucce(%ful^ 
He <fid, accordhiqg to the tvords of the Freacher, Ecc^fiifiiS, cK vi. v. 10. nobl^ 
conttfid vfhb bhn that wat migbtier tbast It^^-'-the Lord North. It was a ratknal en* 
deaotour. Why was not the faxfie rational endgawur exerted againft the American 
High Tronjon Bill f Mr. Dunning^s rational endeavour fueceeded, and be need not 
blujb fir bis political company, p« 70. The prefervalion of fome property in ^er 
CiifH Lift Bill was furely not a confideration of equal hnportance with the prefer* 
vation of perfon4 liberty in the AmetUam Bigb Treajoa BUL TItere can be but 
one rule of condu^l on theie occafions^ Watch every opporutnity of being uleful, 
at no moment defert the public caitfe^ and of thofe evils, which you cannot pre« 
vent, drive to kflen the magnitude, and correct the maligpky ; * ooC that I thinib 
*'' it tit for any' one to rely too^moch onhh orK'n tnAerftandingi. or to be Med with 
«< a prefusspeion^ not hecpmiJig a cbrifiian nwi^ in his own perfocial ftabili^ antl 
** reftitiide." Page 69; 

* Charks Wi^lfun Corawall, £fqi. Memhtr for WiRchelfca^ a Lord of tl» 
•rftafury. 

■ Bill. 
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BilL The Bill is profeffed to relate only to treafoni 
committed in North America by pcrfons adkually re- 
fident In that quarter of the globe. Gentlemen, how- 
ever, on a tour of bufinefs to Ireland, or of pleafurc 
to France or Flanders, or even on a fifliing party oa 
our own coafis beyond low-water mark, are acknow- 
ledged to ht out of tbi realm, and may be brought 
within the aft, even as it now ftands. An opening i% 
ftill left for public, or private, revenge and oppreffion 
to operate. The expreflion, therefore, ought rather 
to have been out of Europe y than out of the realm, if the 
former words, moved by my honourable friend, in fame 
or one of His Majeflfs colonies before^mentioned, or on the 
High Seas, were rdjefted. But why. Sir, arc words 
fo clear and explicit to be changed, unlefs for fomc 
dark purpofe, which dares not be avowed ? 

This new claufe. Sir, |ias happpily narrowed the 
objedt of the Bill, but in no degree narrowed the 
proofs, or the nature of the evidence neceflary. I 
Ihall therefore give the Bill my hearty negative, for I 
will nevcT confent to encreafc the enormous power of 
the crown at the expence of the freedom of the fub- 
jeft. I will not arm minifters with an untonfticutional 
J)ower, dangerous to the people. In the preamble to 
the Bill it is faid, ** Many pcrfons have been feized 
** and taken, who are exprefsly charged, or Jlrongly 
*^ fufpefted of llich Treafons and Felonies, and many 
•' more fuch perfons may be hereafter fo feized and 
•^ taken.'* In the firft enafting claufe of the Bill, 
and throughout, the viordjrongly is omitted, and the 
ilighteft fufpicion may warrant the commitment. The 
words are, " All and every perfon or pcrfons, who 
♦^ have been, or ihall hereafter be feSzed or taken in 

H 3 " the 



^^the aft of High Treafon, committed in any of Hit 
** Majefty's colonies or plantations in America, or oa . 
" the high feas, or in the aft of Piracyy or who arc, 
*^ or fhall be charged with, or fufpeBed ofy the crimo 
*^ of High Treafon, committed in apy of the fald co-r 
** lonles, or on the high feas." It is therefore ap^ 
parent, that a mere pretended fufpiciotiy or foolifh cre- 
-dulity, or determined villainy, in a wretched, ig^ 
norant, mercenary tool of a minifterial magiftrate, 
may ftill render tlie objefts of this Bill, whp'are the 
inhabitants pf jibove half the empire, liable to im- 
prifonment. .This imprifonment likewife i^ to be 
without bail or mainprize, for //W cruelty was ftill dc^ 
termlned to be exercifed by the committee^ notwithr 
landing the humane motion of my worthy colleague ** 
to leave out thpfe obnoxious words. There is not a 
fyllable iri th? Bill of the degree of probability^ attend- 
ing i\i^fujptchn. The Bill, greatly amended as it has 
\)tth^ 4o^s not even now require an oatb^ npr that the 
part}e« IhouW be heard in their own Juftification, nor 
confronted with thewitnefles, nor does it mention that 
two witnefles ihall be deemed neceiTary for the colour^ 
able ground of a commitmeni: for fo high a crime as 
Treafon \x\. Amierica, as the law i§ in other cafes with: 
in the kingdom. Is it poffible^ Sir, to give more de- 
fpotic powers to ^ balhaw of .the Turkiih empire ? 
What fecurity is left for. the devoted objefts of this 
Bill againft the jnalice of a prejudiced individual, $ 
wicked 'n^agiftrate, who, if. he is profecuted after- 
wards for fo flagrant an abufe pf power,, will certainly 
be indemnified, probably rewarded by a moft arbitrary 
adminiftration ? Aft ions may indeed be brougl^t againj^ 

* Mr. Serjant Glynp, ^fcmber f<^r Middlefex. 

the 
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the oflEeoder; bijt we kn6w all damages recovered, 
however great, are paid by the people y not by the party. 
Even ia the cafe of Petit Treaforiy by an exprefs aft 
of Edward the Sixth, no perfon can be convifted, but 
on the oath of two Jiifficient and lawful witneffes, or 
confe(fion„ willingly, without violence ; fo careful, Sir, 
were our wife anceftors of protecting the liberty of 
the mearieft fubjeft. 

This cafe. Sir, demands our ftrifteft attention and 
vigilance from what we daily experience of the conduft 
of thofe underling officers of every minifter,^ who 
traffick and deal out juftice, under the colour of legal 
magiftracy. There is now, fir, adtually in Newgate 
an American merchant, named Ebenezer Smith Plat, 
who ftandi committed fo lately as the 23d of laft Ja- 
nuary, charged with High Treafon at' Savannah in the co^ 
lony of Georgia in North America.^ He is committed by 
the welUknown Juftice Addington, and, as I am in- 
formed, was not allowed to fee any of the witneffes 
againft him, nor even to hear their affidavits read. 
He had before been tried on the fame charge at King- 
fton in Jamaica,, and acquitted. I never faw him> 
but I have read an attefted copy * of the warrant of 
bis comn^itiT^cn^;, He is charged generally wit;h High 

* To the Keeper qf His Majefty's Qaol of Newgate, or his Deputy, 
^jddlefex. 7 Thefe are in His Majefly's name to stuthorize ami require you to 
(0 wit, S receive inta your cuftody ttie bocly of ^baitxer Smith Piat herewith 
fent you^ charged before me upon the oaths of Richard Scriven and 
JSamuel Burnet with High Treafin tu Savannah in tbt Coiofiy tf Georgia 
in North America ; and you are to keep him fafe untill he ihall be deli- 
vered by due courfe of law ; and for fo doing, this ihall be your War- 
irant. " . • » 

piven under ray hand and feat this 23d day of January 1777. 

W. Addimcton. L. S. 

H 4 ^reafon^ 



.( 104 .) 

^rt€fin^ which I takt to be an illegal coiAmitmeqt^ 
I do not pretend, Sir, to a deep knowledge of thd 
law. I have only the attentive reading of .^ piiTatd 
^ntlemant I build n^y l^aji faith <m fome known 
^nd approved authorities, a l^h^k^tme^ a Bvarm^ and 
ft very few others. Thofe authors agree, that every 
warrant of commitment oyght to fet forth the caufe 
fpecially^ th^t is to fay, not for treafon or felony in 
general, but for treafon in compa0ing the death of 
the king, qr levying war againft His Majefty in the 
realm, or counterfeiting the king's coin, or felony iov 
ilealing the goods of fuch a one to fuch a value, an4 
the like, A court may then judge, whether the of- 
fence is fuch, for which a prifoner ought tp be ad<9 
mitted to bai]. If then a juftice living in the capittli^ 
under the immediate eye $^nd direftipn of minifters, i^ 
guilty of fuch an illegal comtpitment ; what h xtot t<t 
l)e dreaded from the bafe engines, and flavilh tools, 
pf power in the more remote counties ? Is it poffible^^ 
Sir, for too great caution to be ufed by enforcing in 
the body of a Bill, which is to fufpend the Ibbe&t 
Q>rpus a^t;, the (leceffity oim Wtk *9 pf two witndfh 

.to 

* The sdmfe of po^'cr in the illegal treatment, w^iich Mr Wilkes experienced ii^ 
Jiis own perfon in April 1763, gave additional energy to his rcafoning, and pointe^ 
^viery argument. There was no accufaition 011 9atb againil bim> either before tha 
firft warrant of jq[>prehenfiony orthf commitment to t)M Tower, H* ««i «•* mdmk*; 
ltd to fee any w^ of his sinfers', or vninffiu His Speech In the Hewft dF Cdomdbft 
ftn the lirft <lay of the f«]b%}ueitt SeSTion, Nov. 15, 1763, i^fies f^ Mormity oCthe 
proceeding againft him fo f^y, that I ihall g^ve il e&|u«. 

« Mr. Speaker^ 

« I think it my duty to lay before the Honfo a few M&% which hsveo^cqrred fin«» 

9ur laft meeting, bccanfe, in my humble o[^^ioo> which I flial^ always fubmit to th^ 

Honfe, the rights of all the Commons of England, and the priviyges of Pariiamcnt^ 

. \m% ia n^ perfon been highly violate4, X Ihal^ at Drefent content myfelf wit^ 
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to idttit t:harge> and of their being cevfrmtd with tim 
frifmer? 

The cafe of PUHy Sir, gives us an inflance of another 
violation of the law, an evafio» of the Habeas Qfffus aft, 
that holy ftatute, which minifters hold in abhorrence, 
and are now allowed in England to evade with tinpu-» 

tau^ ftating tlie fia$t and leave the mode of proceeding to tl» vUdom of te 
Houfe. 

** On the 30th of April in the morning I was made a prifoner in my own houfe bf 
Ibme <tf the King's mefieogers. I demanded by what authority they foroed their 
way into ray roomi and was fhewn a warrant ilfued, vtUbcut •mtb^ by Lord Halite, 
Secretary of State, in which no perfon was named in particular, but generally the 
* authors, printers, and piMifiiers, of a feditious and tnsfMoBk paper, entitied tiis 
|Arf& Sfiiwyf M. 45>'^ The mefiengers ipiifted {oi mj going before Lord Halifax % 
which I abfolutely refiifed, becaufe I knew the waiTant was illegal. I applied faj 
my friends to the Court of Common Pleas for a Ha^ms Cor^uSf which was granted, 
Inft as Che proper office waB not then open, it coiiU not immediately ifliw. I was^ 
t^rwards carried by vicdence befnne the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, whom I ui* 
formed of the ordei-s given by the Court of Common Pleas for a Haheas Cotpms | aodl 
when I was ordered into another apaitmeot, ) eidarged on this fobjeA a cmfidat^ 
able time to Mr. \yebb, the Solicitor of the Treaftsry. / ««« emfroHt^i^wtk no ^ak^ 
atfiy Mr did I fee any accuj*r, I was carried to the Tower by virtue of another war- 
rant, iffued likewife vfhhout oath, which declared me ** the author and pTJbliflier of 
^ A moil in&moQs and feditkni libd, eiAitled the N^b tritoUf No* 45/* .The wonl 
uoAfonabU was dropped. I was however w^ith great ftri^efs detained a chfi pr;« 
foner, and no perfon fuflisred to come near me for almofl three days, although my 
dotmfel and fevei^l friends demanded admittariee, in order to conceit the means ef 
x^eooveriog my liberry. My houfe was phindared, my bureaus brdce t^ien, by order 
of two of your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb, and all my papers carried away. 
/Vfter fix days imprifonmcnt, I was difchargedby the unanimous judgement of tlii^ 
Codft of Commod Pleas, tlwt tbofrivUefi ^Oit Houfi funded to my tajk.' Notwidt- 
Aandihg this foreran d^cifion of one of the King's f«perior cosrts of juftice, a few 
days after I was ferved with a Subpoena upon an Information exhibited againft jne in 
thfc K'mg*s Bench. 1 loft no ibneinconfultmgthe heft books as w^las the greateftlivirig 
authorities ; and from the trueft judgment I could form, I thought the ferving m« 
^fik\i a Smbpoenm was another violation of the pri^fikge of Parliament, whidd I wil) 
nbitber^tefert nor betray, and tkierefoFe I have not yet entered ao appearadce. 

**I now fbBid in th)^ judgment of tti^ Hocife, f^ibminiing with the vinflAdeforfehet. 
the tvliole cafe te tlieir jvRioe and wifdom, and beg leavie to add, that if, after tfali 
BtiportMt bnfioeft has in its foil «xtetit been matut^ weighod, you fhaU be ofapi* 
IBCin Urn, i mm cfttiitM «q povikge, I flialHhen be net ettly ready, bat eognly deflti 
fqiiiS tp waveths^ ppvil^, and to^put niffUjfvifm • Jmyiimf oo u ti UjtKML r 

'* 7 »^^7» 
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Bitjc; in America, I fear^ to fufpcnd for very nfcara 
twelvemonth. The hiftory of it is this. Plat was 
firft confined to the Antelope for three months,, then 
removed to the Boreas for four weeks, then carried on 
board the Pallas, and in her brought in irons to En- 
gland. On her arrival at Portfmouth he was removed 
on board the Centaur for three weeks, then to the fear- 
fleur. On the 4th of January laft, an Habeas Corpus 
was obtained, diredted to the captain of the Barfleur; 
but before it could be ferved, an exprefs was fent from 
the treafury by their folicitor, and Plat was removed 
again to the Centaur before the Habeas Corpus could ar- 
rive at Portfmouth. The return to that Habeas C$rfus 
was thus eluded; but on his friends declaring that they 
were determined to fue out another, Plal was at laft 
fent to the capital, and, in the illegal mode which 
I have ftated, committed to Newgate *. I fpeak. 
Sir, in the hearing of many gentlemen, who ought to 
contradidt me, if I ha^ve advanced a fingle circumftanc^ 
not founded in truth. Can minifters, Sir, who are ca- 
pable of thys trampling on our moft faered laws, be 
too narrowly watched, too deeply fufpedted, toQ^ 
llrongly guarded againft ? Po we not owe it to the peo- 
ple, to demand every fecvirity from xk^ fanftion of an' 
oath, the number of witneffes, the confronting of them 
^ith the prifoner, the hearing him in his own juftifi- 
cation, and other circumftances, of which PPt the leaft, 

* .Mr. P/tf/ was returned to the Judges ?t the Old Bailey, July a, 1777, as on^ of the 
•* Middlefex Prifoners upon orders," in the cuflody of the Keeper of Newg^e^ 
^ Now 22. E6ent9ier Smith Platy committed Jan. 23, 1777^ by W, Addiogton^ Efq; 
^ charj^ed, on oath of Richard Scriven and Samuel Bumet^ with High Treaf<g^ a^ 
'•^ Savannah in the Colony of Georgia in North America ; ordered to remain op his 
f< commitment. Was jon the 1 2th day of May takoii by flaktat dtr^m in(Q. His M^r 
^^eity's Court of Kiofi's B<»u:b| and r6xn«u34e4»'' 
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tBace Is to be found in this criminal, arbitrary Bill ? ly 
the perfohal liberty of the fubjeft to reft on the mi^e 
fretendtdfufpclon of a man, who afts probably under 
the orders of a profefled minifterial agent, ever ready 
to make his court to power by the facrifice of public 
virtue and innocence, whofe incapacity perhaps can 
only be equalled by his meannefs and fordid luft of 
gain ? * ' 

I regret. Sir, the indecent rage, the extravagant mad- 
nefs, with which every meafure, and in particular the 
Bill in queftion, has been carried on againft the Ame- 
ricans. It precludes every peflibility of a reconcilia- 
tion, fo ardently to be wilhed. All the meafures re- 
fpefting America, and this Bill in particular, as it was 
at firft brought in, bear the ftrongeft marks of a regular 
fyftem of defpotifm among our rulers.' They originate 
from the latent, dark all-controuling power of the * man, 
V)}}0 wants wifdom, und holds principles incompatibli with 
freedq'n^. Jl-ec i;s advert. Sir, for a momfeht to the dif«* 

^ MTf-Pitt made ufe of this expreiUoninthe Houfe of Commons, fpe^ing of the 
iSarl 9f Bute. Juifiui fays, ** Lord Bute was not of a temper to rtSnqul/h power^ 
'' though he rttiteifnm employment. Stipulations wer& certainly made between your 
'< Grace [the Dvdie of B^foFjil] and him^' ar>d certainly violated. A^r two years 
** fubmiflion, you thought you h^ colle<aed a ftrength ■ fufficient to controiil his in- 
" fiuence, and that it was your turn to be a tyrant, becaufe you had been a ilave. 
*.* When yqa tond yourfjplf miftaken in your opinion of your gracious mafter^s firm- 
*^ neis, difappois^ment got the better of all your humble difcrfetion, and carried you to 
** an excefs of outrage to his perjon, as diftant from true fpirit, as from all decency and 
«refpea." 

In a nolCy Junius adds, <f tj)(? Rfii^iftiy having endeavoured to exclude the Dowager 
** out of the Regency Bill, the Earx. of Bute determined to dismiss' them. 
H Upoa this the DukeoE Bedford demanded an audii^nce qf the— •—- <-i», repro^chc^ 
^ him in pl^ terms, with his duplicity, bafenefs> falihood, treachery, and hypocrify 
f* --repeatejUy gave hu||L the lie, and left hifn jn ponvulTions.** 

Junius, vol. I. p. 171. 

When the King came«out df the clrfet, His Majefty appeared in veiy great agita- 
tion, and laid tQonogf^fnnraitfs^ ^ THK f£bLOY:i6M d^t i%f$rytbif^ hupikM 
ffatr ... 

ference 
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ferenoe of two ciies in point, x\xt Jufpicion only of high 
treafon in America, and the aftual charge of it here. 
A nian only fu/peltedoi high treafon in America, for 
inftance, the giving aid or afliftance to the Cpngrefs^ 
br to any of the Kong's enemies, may on coming over 
to England be committed to prifon, and by this Bill 
continue there without bail or mainprize, or being v able 
to bring on his trial for near a year, till January 1,^778, 
to which time this bill is to continue in force. Jn 
this i:ingdom, a miafufpeSledj or even aftually charged 
vifith High Treafon, in confpiring the death of the 
Kingf or levying war in the realm, may have an Habeas 
drpusy and be bailed by the Court of King's Bench. 
The fu/picion ther^fof-e of American treafon ieeras a 
deeper crime in the judgment of our prefent minifters, 
|han an ovett-aA.of Engliih, or more probably Scolijh^ 
treaipn, or rebellion againft his Majefty's peribn, title^ 
crOwn^ or dignity* It muft be thought, Sir, a deeper 
^rtine, bccaufe it is morfc grievoqily puqiihed. Do we 
imagine the Americans will not retaliate, or do we 
Vainly hope to intimidate them? Their caufe is gpod, 
mkI i^ter all the idle tales of our latQ vifiooary fuc- 
cefles, the juftice of it muft in the end ptevail. They 
Are now nobly ftruggling under the iharpeft fufferings,. 
i)Ut I tlruft they haVe fteady zeal and unwearied pcrfc-. 
verance. In^all events, the firft moment of a foreigi\ 
war neceffarily obliges us to withdraw our fleets ^nd ar^*. 
jnies^ Every part of North America muft then be free 
«nd independent* This Bill can only irritate, and wil^ 
not intimidate. It will probably be slnfwcred by a 
fpirited refolution of the Cpngrefs— ^^Would to God, 
Sir, the Bcitiih Parliaq^ent equ^dled that Coagrels of 
H«foe|^ that more than RomaA Senate^ in wtfdom^ it| 
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fortitude, in love of their country, «o uncorruptednefif^ 
in public virtue ! 

The fecond eoading claufe of the Bill, Sir, impowas 
^^ his Majefty, by warrant under his iign manual, to 
*^ appoint one or more places of confinement, wtbim 
" the realm, for the cuftody of fuch prifoners; and all 
" and every magiftrate or magiftrates, having compe^' 
" tent authority in that behalf, are hereby authorifed 
** to commit fuch petfons as aforefaid to fuch j^ace or 
" places of confinement, fo to be appointed inftead d 
" the common gaol/' This claufe may operate in a 
manner more to, be dreaded than any banifhment, w 
confinement out of tie realm* . A power, which may bci 
thus grofsly abufed, ought not to be trufted without re-^ 
ftriftion to any man. A perfon only fufpeded, or pre- 
tended to be fo, may be doomed to a damp and noxious 
dungeon, in the midft of putrid marlhes, or on the mod: 
fwampy coaft. He may be ftifled in a vault, to wbofe 
foul mouth no healtbfome air breathes in. I, Sir, perhaps 
may at lajl be fufpe^edj and poffibly it will not be a 
flight fufpieion. I have formerly experienced an illegal, 
chfe ♦, and rigorous Imprifonment in the Tower; but 
by this Bill I may be fent to the gloomy waftes and de- 
ferts of the Norths to the barbarous Highlands of Scot-' 
land, or among the favages in the dreary I/le of Bute, 
from whofe bourn I am fure I ihould never return, even 
as a traveller, much lefs as a prifonen Is this claufe 
ingenioufly meant, Sir, as a new j^iode of re^peoplin^ 
that ancient abandoned kingdom > 

Much ha5 been faid. Sir, both in the Committee and 
in the Houfe, about a Dilator, and bis extenfivc 

*' The hair o£ Eb^bnd ftp|Nunfei ia4)nfoo]Beiit m os/MimK oot m pm^ m ^ mkagw'' 

liifet up «4^ inpfifoQinent, whereas I wis kqx with themoft extreme rigoyr* ^ 

Algernon Sydney's Apology ixtthe dsy of his death. Page 173. 
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powers. Many periods of the Roman Hiftory have 
been retailed out to us minutely enoughy and they huve 
fumilhed matiy parallels, Comparifons between that 
virtuous republic, and this corrupt monarchy, aire ge- 
nerally, in my opinion, more brilliant than folid, more 
beautiful than juft. A Right * Honouf able Gentleman 
under the gallery has juft obferved that our glorious 
Deliverer, William III, was a Dilator here after the 
fufpenfton of the Habeas Corpus Adi in his reign* Should 
the prefent Bill for ths fufpenfton of that aft pafs into a 
law, I Ihall regard the noble Lord with the blue rib- 
band as the modern Didaior of this great empire, as 
poflefled of the.moft ample and defpotic powers. The 
firfl important aft of public bufinefs in the Roman 
Didator was to name his coadjutor in office, the Ma* 
gifier Equilum, or General of Horfe. If public gratitude 
has any weight with the DiSator here, I am fure for 
fuch an office he will immediately fix his eyes on the 
noble Lord -f- at his right hand, who, to his immortal 
honour, with great and invincible courage, advanced 
and charged the enemies of our country af the head of 
the Britijh borfe. In one particular refpefting the D/V- 
iator of ancient , times, I defire to fet right a very high 
Law-Officer X among us. All the Roman magiftrates 
were not, as he fays, fuperfeded by that creation. The 
tribunes of the People^ but they alone, preferved their 
.authority, even under a Di&ator^ 
^ It has been faid. Sir, by another gentleman, who is 
likewife in a great Law-Officq §, that in this Houfe a 

[ *: Right Hon. Henry Seymore Conway, Member for Midhurft« 

/f« Lord George Germaine, in 1759 Lord George Sackville- 
' X Attorney-General, Edward Thiirlow, Efq; Member for Tamwortfi. 

§ Solicitor-Genei-al, Alexander Wedderburae» Efq; Member for Okchampton'. 
' ,Atfir Mr\lFiddertiirKe, tberits'Jvmethlng ab^uf (nmj tobicb even treaebty'eantut 
snjh Junius, Tol. z.p. |8f^ 
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difcontented party have ridiculoufly given into a tme of 
Prophecy y which has never been accomplilhed, and that 
particularly about a year ago it was the cafe of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who fpoke lately under 
the gallery. It is not, I believe, very parliamentary to. 
quote words fpoken in a former debate. But if thar: 
member's memory goes to a prophecy of one year, which 
has not been fulfilled, he will permit mine a fair excur- 
fion to another Prophecy of his- own, fix years ago, 
which has been exaftly verified. His Prophecy in this 
Houfe was, that if the violent meafures agaioft the 
Americans were perfiAed in, the colonies, which formed 
fo great a ftrength to this kingdom in the reign of 
George II, would be dijfevered from the Britifli empire 
in the reign of George III. No Prophecy^'^iVy ever re- 
ceived a more perfeft accomplilhment. This gentle- 
man wonderfully poffefles x,h& fecond fight of his nativQ 
country. How deeply criminal he and others have 
b|pn in the bringing his Prophecy to pafs, I hope this 
Houfe will one day enquire. 

A very extraordinary obfervation of the fame gentle- 
man in the prefent debate, amidfl a variety of heteroge- 
neous matter," it is impoflible for me not to mention. 
He has laughed at univerfal benevolence^ and endea- 
voured to denionftrate the impoffibility of itsexiftence. 
But, Sir, he has only given us the narrow, contrafbed, 
felfijh ideas of his own heart,' and his own * country. 
His fentiments and his feelings are confined to a very 
finall infignificant circle indeed. They are merely Clan- 
ntfl) zti^ Scotijh. His remarks I faw excited a general 

* Wemuftbeconvwfant with th« ScoU in private life, and obfcrvc their principles 
of adfiag to usy and to each other; -^the cbaraS^iitic prudence, MEOifi^p niifonaHty^ 
the indefatigable fmilCy the perfeverin^ afliduity> the eveiiaftiQg prof^on of a dif- 
CTdet aud modefaie/efentmcnt Junius. Prefece, p. a^. 
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indignation in this Houfe* An Engltihman has ideaf. 
infinitely more liberal and enlarged. His heart ex- 
pands itfeU; and takes in the general good and prof^ 
perity of mankind. It feels not the rancour, and di(^: 
dains the injuftice, of fuch a cruel, perfecuting Bill, as 
the objefk of this day's debate. It forms the warmeft. 
wiihes for the liberty and happinefs of every individual 
of this late flourifhing empire. Univerfal bemvoUnce^ 
and a generous fpirit of humanity, have beeii no lefo 
the charafteriftics of the inhabitants of the Southern 
parts of this ifland, than that geod-naiUrcj for whicl^ 
fereigners have not even a name. I will only add, Sir, 
that I think the moft beautiful fentence of all antiquity 
1$ that which was received with fuch applaufe by thef 
generous and free Roman people, and art Engliih fenatc? 
will furely adopt againft every mcafure of oppreffion 
luid cruelty, homo fumy butnant nihil a me aliinumfuto^ 



Votes of April i6, 1777. 

The Houfe was moved, *^ That the order made upou 
** Wednefday laft, for referring the feveral Accounta 
^* [reJpeSing the Gvil Lifi] which were then pre^ 
•* fented to the Houfe, by the Lord North, by Hfe 
** Majcfty's, Command, to the Committee of the 
^* whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to cooiider 
*^ further of the Supply granted to his Majsfty,*' 
xni^t be read. 

And the (aid Order being read accordingly; 

A 0iotion was made and the Quefiion being 

put, *^ That the faid order be difchar^ed;'' 

It pafled in the Negative* ' 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wilkes faid, 

Mr* Speaker, 

THERE is not a Gentleman in this Houfe, or in 
the kingdom^ more anxious than I am, that the fplendotc 
and dignity of the Crown of England fhould be main- 
tained in its trueft luftre, although for above a courfc 
of fifteen years I have received from the Crown only a 
fucceffion of injuries, and never in any fpoment of- my 
life the flighted favour. I had the honour, Sir, of a 
feat in this Houfe, when the affair of the Civil Lift was 
firft agitated in Parliament in the beginning of his pre- 
fent Majefty's reign, when every good fubjeft hoped to 
have more than the idea of a Patriot King. I then acqui- 
efced in the propofed grant. The acceptance of an an- 
nuity of 800,000 1. and the giving up to the public the 
ancient, hereditary revenues of the crown, originated 
from the Throne. It was propofed to this Houfe in 
the ufual mode by Mr. Legge, then chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Parliament adopted the propofition, and 
it was accepted with gratitude by the King. Theminifters 
of that time declared to this Houfe the King's entire 
fatisfadion^ and that his Majefty ftiould be happy to be 
delivered from the difagreeable neceflity of ever apply- 
ing to Parliament, like his predeceflbrs, to make good 
the deficiencies of the Civil Lift. It was admitted that 
the allowance was competent y ample, moft fully adequate 
to the wants, and even to the fplendour of the Crown. 
Parliament granted all the Sovereign alked, and made 
vthe grant in the very mode propofed by the minifter. 
The Civil Lift Adt expreflly declares in the preamble, 
• that 8oo,oool. fer annum, *^ was a certain and compe^ 
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*^ tent revenue for defraying the expences of his Majef- 
^^ ty's Civil Governnienc, and fupporting the. dignity 
'^ of the crown of Great Britain." The nation thought 
themfelves affured of not paying more than 8oo,oool. 
per annum to the Civil Lift, and gave that fum chear- 
fully for the trappings of royalty. In the Speech at the 
dofe of that feffion our gracious young Monarch told 
• us from the Throne, that he could not ^fufficiently tkank 
uSy and that be thought him/elf much obl-ged to us for what 
more immediately concermd himfilf. By this bargain, Sir, 
with the public it was generally underftood, and in- 
deed Emitted at that time, that his Majefty would be 
a gainer of near 7,000!. per annum. The noble Lord 
with the blue ribband has unfairly drawn his calcula- 
tions from only the hft eight years of the late King's 
reign. He ought to have taken the whole of that 
feign together. In fome years the Civil Lift was very 
deficient; in others it greatly exceeded the fum of 
8oo,oool. As this is peculiarly, a day of dry calcula- 
tion, 1 will obferve that, from the accounts delivered 
into Parliament, it appeared, that in the 33 years of 
George the Second's reign, from Midfummer 1727 to 
Midfummer 1760, the Civil Lift produced only 
i6, 1 82,9811. whereas 8oo,oool, for 33 years, amounts 

^^ Thefijmie dull, threadbare, vulgar expreffion, " I caxmot fugukntly thank my 
*^ faithful Comnions/* is repeated in the King's Speech at the end of th^ laft feflion, 
June 6, 1777. " I catimn/ufficiently thank my faithfal Commons for the zeal and 
" public fpirit with which you have gi^anted the large and extraordinary fufpiies^ &c« 
'« &c." Will there nevef be a fugkiemy of mmey from his faithfal Cohunons to the . 
<King, •r of thankt from the King to his faithfal Commons ? or are they both to pro- 
ceed pari paffit till the poor- people of this country find their un faithfal reprefentaCives, 
have given av?ay the very power of giving? The fafficiency of 1760 did ncAfufice to 
1 769. Tht fujpciency of 1 769 did not fuffict to 1777. How long will the fafficitncy 
oii'/y7f»ffi<ef Wiien will be the next demand, and of confequence the next grant 
of money from his faithfal Commons, and of confequence the next " X cannot /wJEf/* 
**' entfy tbank my/ahhfaJ Commons r " , 
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to 26j4oo>ooo1. f6 that there is a deficiency of 21^,019!. 
The gain therefore on a net revenue of 8oo,oool. is on 
an average above 6,576!. a year. The fum of 8oo,oool. 
was at that time thought abundantly fufficient to fup- 
port the (plendor of the crown, and the Majefty of this 
great peoplci Hi3 Majefty has received befides 
172,69514 the arrear? of the late King's Civil Lift, 
ioo,oool. on account of Samerfet-houfe, and an addi- 
tional grant of 513,511!. in the year 1 769, to difchargd 
all incumbrances* The death of the Princefs Dowager 
of Wales was a favingof 6o,oool. a year, and of the Duke 
of York 1 2^oool. a year. Yet, Sir, we are now told of 
another debt of 618,3401. and called upon to pay that 
likewife, notwithftanding the former bargain with the 
fttbUc. The very propofal implies another violation of 
public faiths Sir, I will venture to fay, if we are in* 
deed juft truftees for the people, if we confcientioufly 
refleft, that their wealth is intrufted to our care, that 
we are the guardians of the public purfe, we ought to 
flop this growing evUy and reprobate the idea of fufter- 
ing their ^npney to be thus fquandered, as well as the 
country drained by a variety of taxes. I muft add. Sir, 
taxes impofed to fupply a profufion, which arifes from 
a violation of a folemn compadl with the nation, and 
renders the limitation of the expences of the crown by 
Parliament the moft vague and abfurd of all propofi- 
tions. The power of cpntroul of the expences of the 
crown is the being and life of Parliament. What traces 
do we now find of the exiftence of this power ? Are 
the accounts on our table proofs of our boafted 
ceconomy? ;and is meannefs thus neaiiy allied to prodi- 
gality^ 

I 2, There 
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There is at prefent. Sir, a peculiar cruelty in thus 
endeavouring to fleece the people, when We iire in-. 
volved in a moft expenfive, as well as unnatural and 
ruinous, Civil War, and burthened with an enormous 
load of national debt, the intereft of which even we 
are fcarcely able to (land under. Is there no feelitig 
for the fufferings of this impoverilhed country ? Ate 
the people really nothing in the fcale of government? The 
principal of the national debt is ftated to us at Mid- 
fiimmer 1775 to amount to- the aftonifliing fum bf 
135,943,0511. and the intereft to 4,440,8211. Is 
this the time, Sir, that a minifter can with an unem- 
barrafled countenance come to Parliament to lay ad- 
ditional loads on an exhaufted nation, and to afk more 
of the people's money ? When the greateft fources of 
our conimerce and wealth are deftroyed by the folly 
and wickednefs of adminiftration, when we have al- 
ready fpent in this unjuft war above nineteen millions, 
when above half our empire is loft, and thofe Ame- 
rican friends, who have aflifted us fo frequently and 
ib powerfully, are forced by our injuftice to become 
determined enemies, and for their own fafety to en- 
deavour our humiliation, are we at fuch a moment as 
this to talk of the great nefs of the crown, a crown 
Jhorn of half its beams ? Are we to hear of the happy 
ftate of the nation, when we have loft more than we 
have retained of this divided empire, when new taxes 
and additional burdens on the people, are the moft 
important objefts of government ? Is the Civil Lifi to 
increafe in proportion to the lofs of all thofe refources 
of trade and riches, by which it is fed and nourilhed ? 
Is the nature of the Civil Lift in the body politic 
analogous to what Lord Bacgn fays of the Spleen^ that 
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It increafes in proportion to the wafte/ decay^ and 
rapid confumption of the other parts of the human 
body? 

Sir, we ought to look back to what former Princes 
and Parliaments have done. I will take the confidera- 
tion only from the glorious aera of the Revolution, 
and it fliall be dated fairly and fully. The Civil Lift 
was not granted to King William for life till the year 
1^98, when 700,0001. a year was fettled on him. The 
diftra&ions of his government, and of all Europe at 
that period, are well known^ His moft generous 
views for the public were thwarted at home during 
the greateft part of ^his reign by the TiriVj *, as the 
friends 6f liberty are now harraffed by tl>em in Ame-r 
rica, according to the late orders of General Wafh- 
ington to the Continental army, and his fpirited letters 
to the Congrefs. Queen Anne had the fame revenue 
fettled upon her. She did not ^fk the additional fum 
of ioo,ooQl*t9 her Ciyil Lift, but fhe gave unafked 
out of it yearly iqo,poo1. towards carrying on the 

* His ExceUencjr Gccierai W^ftungton ftji^y fi)rt>ids all the officers and Toldierf 
cf the Contiuental^Armyy of the ^Jilitia, and all rec^iiting parties, plundering any 
perfon whatfoever, whether Tories or others. The effcffs offu b perfons will be ap^ 
fiitd to public ufet in a regular manner ; and it 4s eKpe£t^ that bumamty and tendemefs 
fwouOnand children wUl diftinguifli brave ^me^icans, contending for Hierty, from in* 
famous mercenary r^vagers, whether Britilh or Heflians. 
. Trenton, y<i«. i, 1777. G. Wasiiinc jow. 

Pid any Monarch m Europe begin this year with ftich a glorious a^ of humanity, 
and r9g;sf d to ^e pi^blic, a|5 Di&ator Waihingtoii in America ? 

" Greenwich, March 16, 1777. 
*' The bearer hereof, Nehemiah Lifcome, being an infamous Tory and profi/i 
** enemy to the United Statu of Americay and confequently haVing no Tight to a refidence 
<* or dwelling on this Continent, is hereby ordered to rerfiove himf(df immediately to 
f Laag Iflaad, &c, See, &c. , 

" By order of Major Gen. Wnofiery 

f Jna. O^ini Ogdeiff Aid-de-Camp." 

1 3 war^ 
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wtr, a war againft F ranee y befides ioo,oo6h at leaft 
towards the bwildkig of Rknheim-houfe, and abo^ 
1 00,000 1. for the fupport of the poor Palatines, Wb 
have a refolutiou of this Houfe, Sir, on a report from 
a Committee, which ftates this very firily^ It is on 
tiie Journals of May 15, ^7^5$ ^nd in the foUowtJtg 
words : " Refolved, that the fum of 7oo,.o0ol* per ai^ 
** num was fettled upon his late M^^fty King William 
** during his life, for the fupport of his Majefty's 
'* houfebold, and other his neceffary occafions ; an4» 
^* at the time of his Majefty's demife, after the deduc- 
'* tion of 3,7001. a week, that was applied to the 
*^ publie ufes, was the produce of the Civil Lift re- 
** venues, that were continued and fettled on her late 
^^ Majofty Queen Anne, during her life/* The de* 
dudtion for public fervices of 3,7001. a week, or 
192,4001. a year, from that part of the Civil Lift re* 
venue called the ** Hereditary and Temporary Excifer** 
was firft made in the laft year of King William, Not- 
withftanding this deduction, the Civil Lift Funds pro-r 
duced in that very year 709,4201, In the firft of 
Queen Anne the fame Funds with the faR>e dediidiona 
were fettled on her for life, and declared to be for 
raifing 700,000 L for the fupport of her houfehold^ 
and the digiiiiy of her government. In the 9th of her 
reign the old Poft-office aft was repealed, and a ne\y 
General Poft-ofiiQe with higher rat^s was eftabliflied, 
in confideration of which another dcduftion was n^add 
from the Civil Lift revenue of 700 1. a week, or 
36,4001. a year. Both thefe deduftions bav^ ever,, 
fince been continued^ 

George I. had the fame revenue fettled upon him as 
Queen Awie \ b«t if 300^009 Unpaid hina by the Royal 
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Exchange and London AflSarance Companies, and a 
million granted in 1726, towards paying his debts, 
fLTc included, his income will appear to have been 
nearly 800,000 1. pet annum. In the firft fpeech to his 
Parliament he took notice, *' That it was hb happi- 
** nefi to fee a Ptincc of Wales, who may, in due 
^' time, fucceed to the throne, and fee hin^ bleffed 
^* with marr;^ children." Yet the eftabliihment of the 
Civil Lift at the* beginning of that reign was only 
fettled at 700,0001. a year. Jt was not till after th^ 
great expences confequent on the rebellion of 
the Earl of Mar, and the other perjured Stofs, who, 
although they had taken the oaths to his government, 
traiteroufly waged open and impious war againft a 
mild and juft Sovereign, that the Parliament paid the 
King's debts. In the reign of George L the Prince 
of Wales had an eftabliihment of 1 00,000 1. per annum^ 
George IL had a very numerous family, and 
8oOj|OOol. was at firft fettled upon him, with whatever 
forplus might arife from the duties- and allowances 
compofing the Civil Lift revenues. In 1736, that 
part of the hereditary and temporary excife, which 
confift^d of duties on Spirituous Liquors, was takea 
from the Civil Lift, in confideration of which 70,000 h 
wa* transferred to it from the aggregate fund. The 
iflconae of George IL includmg ii5,oooh granted in 
1720, and 456,7331. in 1747, towards making good 
the deficiencies, which had arifen in the Civil Lift 
duties, was 810,7491. /^^ annum^ for 33 years. His 
late M^efty likewife had in his reign- a Scotijh rebel- 
lion,, carried on by many of th6 fame traitors, who had 
been» pardoned by his father. The expence of that re- 
SelUcniCa the King atidjcingdom w^s enormous, for it 
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was not confined to the extremities of the ifland, huC 
raged in the heart of the kingdom, and the rebels ad- 
vanced to within a hundred miles of the capital. 
Such an event. Sir, not unforefeeHy becaufe foretold^ was 
a juft ground for the Parliament's^ difcharging a debt 
contrafted by fequring to us every thing dear to m^i 
and Englilhmen. 

. The eftablilhment of the prefent King, at the yc^Iy 
rent charge to the nation of 8oo,ooqU was a meafure 
jit that time equally pleafmg both to the Prince and 
people.i The minifter boafted that there was not a 
poflibility of any future difpute about tlje hereditary 
revenues, or concerning accounts fufpefted to be falfe, 
wilfully erroneous, or deceitful, kept back, or anti* 
cipatcd, to ferve a particular purpofe. I am aware. 
Sir, that the Civil Lift revenues have been increafing 
for many years. The mean annual produce for the laft 
tive years of George IL was 829,1501. and for the 
firft fix years of his prefent Majefty, it would have- 
been, had the effablilhment in the late reign con- 
tinued, 894,0001. In 1775, it would have beea 
1,019,4501. Near 90,000!. per annum oi this great 
inbreafe has been produced by an increafe in the Poft- 
office revenue, occafioned chiefly by the late alteration 
in the manner of franking, and by the falling in of 
the crofs pofts to the public by the death of Mr. 
Allen ; but thefe profits would probably, at leaft cer- 
tainly ought to, have been referved to the public, 
had the eftablilhment in the late reign been continued. 
At the foot of one of the accounts on our table it is 
ftated, "The amount of 800,000 1. granted to his' 
" Majefty from the 25th of Odtober 1760, to the 
f'5th pf Janyary 1777, is 12,965,5171, 4s. pd-l- 
' "The 
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^^ The produce as above exceeds the annuity hf 
^' 2,38 1 ,241 1. 9 s. I d. !• But Parliament granted td 
** pay off the Civil Lift debt, on the 5th of Jan, 1 769, 
^' otuofthefuppliesfor the year 1769, 513,511!. which 
*^ being de4ud:ed Ihews the gain to the public to be, 
^' 1,867, 730L 9St id. J/* The bargain concluded 
for the public was qf an annuity to the King of a 
clear 800,000 1. fubjefl: to no dedu&ions, or c(»)tin« 
gencies for his life, on a folemn promife of that be* 
ing made to bear all the expences of the Civil Lift, 
and the Royal houfehold. It was a fair compail affi* 
ffance between the King and the fubjeA, ratified by 
ix)th parties. The moft explicit affurances were given 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the Kmg*s 
4iame, that no more ftiould be afked, and that now 
\ns Majefty could never be under the difagreeable ne- 
cefficy of importuning this Houfe with meflages of 
perfonal concern. 

. I have. Sir, carefully examined the 'accounts laid 
before this Houfe, by his Majefty's command, the 
eight folio books, as well as the other papers. I will 
venture to (ay they are as loofe, unfatisfadtory, per- 
plexed, and unintelligible as thofe delivered in by the 
noble Lord with the blue ribband in 1770, a year after 
the former demand to pay the debts on the Civil Lift. 
I am, fure. Sir, more loofe, unfatisfaftory, perplexed, 
and unintelligible, no accounts can be. Their defec- 
tivenefs and fallacy is highly culpable. The coming 
to Parliament at that time with fuch a demand, but 
without any account whatever, was an infult to this 
^oufe, and the now laying before us fuch accounts 
as thofe on the table is a folemn mockery. Many 
gentlemen iii the Houfe declared the laft week their 

opinion. 
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•f^infoh^ Azt, after the ftriftcfb exMiiiiation> thef 
codd make nothing of thofe fotmcF acccHints. It wasr 
jioe intended they ibould* One particulaf only fixed 
m^ attention as an imliYidu^» Under the head of fe* 
4rtt and Jftdal Jervke, I find tktt between OdL 1762^ 
and Oft. 1763, a moji memorabk year^ there was iffiaed 
to Sanmel Martin^ Efq.4i/X)al. We hafrc indeed^ 
Sir^had a week allowed to go throng thefe accounts ; 
but I will venture to affirm^ that a year would not \a 
fufficknt to d^ar them from their fhidiod perplexity, 
fo ^ve order and light to fuch » chaos. The moft 
sble acccMnptants da not pi^etend ta underhand then>. 
They would puzzle a De Muvr€. j£^ptiaii dark- 
ids hangs over the whofe. There ia not cme friendly 
lay of light p> lead us through this labyrinth. 

No account, Sir, whatever is given Parliament of th<^ 
other confider^k revenuesof the crown, befides the aa^ 
nuity of 800,000 1. 1 do not mean the income of the etec-» 
ferrate c^ Hanover 9 or Biflsopric of OfDabrug, but what 
liis Majcfty enjoys as King pf England. That is a fair 
ccmfideration with us, wh«> the Hcmfe are providing 
for the fupport of the kftre of the crown, at prefent;> 
I fear, a littk tarnified. The extraordinary rcvcmn^ 
«f the Crown are, the revenue of Ireland, the Duchy 
cf Comwalt, the land revenije within^ the principality 
of Wales, the revenue of Gibraltar, American quit- 
fextfs, now generally Icfi^ irredeemsbfy kfiy the Phm*^ 
ration duties of 4I. \ fer cent, from the Leeward 
iflands, fines, forfekwes, and many other particulars, 
which certainly carry the Roy at income to much above 
^le million a year. We may form fome guef&s 
firom the grants we find made. Fro|B the revenue of 
the Duchy of Cornwall it appears that 17,000^ ifli^ 
I to 



to Mn Braiftfcm in oo^ ytaar, and i i^oool in m&thst 
From the 4I. i percent, in 1769,/^ iis^MaJefiyjJpectal 
fervicey 14,742!. to Sir Grey Cooper. In 1771^ John 
Robinfon, Efq. received 1 0,000 1. of the Virgmiatt 
quit-rents, the Iq/i payment I believe of that nature* 
Sir Grey Cooper in 1769 received 2,144 k from the 
revenue of Gibraltar ; and in 1765 the ftim of 13,804!; 
was iffued thence for JpecM ferwce. Such copk^is 
ftreams muft flow from rich and abundant fountains; 
The Plantation duties of 4!. \ per cent, produced, ia 
1753, the fum <rf a7,377l. Fines and forfeitures zxt 
a very confidcrable addition to the Royal revenue. | 
was plundered in one year of loooL by two fines, one 
of 500!. for a pretended libel, and another of the 
0me fum, becau£e I had a laughable poem *^ locked 

«P 

^ T)^e late Speaker of the VL€kX» of Ccmmonsy Sir John CVift^tfae weakeft ^ 
well as the moft abje<f^ of ail mittiiterial tools even m. that Hotife, who, by betraying 
thei rights of the Cimmwu exfx^ed to become a L^d^ contrived in conjun^on withi 
a Mr. FUmery Cl^k of the Kin^^i Btnck Treaiiuy, to hold out a UugbabU poem to 
the nation as << blufpbemy:* When Mr. Wilkes was a prifoner at the bar of the Houfii 
on the 31ft of January i769> he-compiaiEMd c^this injufticeb 

Mr. iSpeaker, . . 

I am forry to be obliged by the regard I have to tmth, and the vindication of my 
booour, to take notice in ttils public manner of an injury repeattedly^ done me hyyou, 
Sir, in the fotn of this Houfe, publKhed to the nation hfy^ur authority, and in ycuf 
aame. I find it is aflerted tbrte times, in the Fttts of laft November, that thei-e i& s 
record o(" bhfpbtmy" ^ainil me. I am fure that no fnch record erer exiiled. Tho 
sflbrtjoD is entirely void of truth. I am therefore neceflitated to make my appeai to 
the Houfe againftj^ov, Sir, for having charged me with being convicted of a crime^ 
•f which I am innocent, and fpread an unjuft accufation throughout the kingdomt 
«nder the £ui£tiOQ of tho Spiak4rU authority. In the go^d tid SfemknU [Onfim^t\ 
time, when any miftakb accidentally y and nette ever tut by accident then appeared iii 
tile yotcty the error was not only always acknowledged with candour, but fpeedily 
in6tified« The Mfe charge ^ainft me in fo unjuftifiable a manner f^ill remains on 
^our ybia in full force. I fsel it, Sir, as I ought $ but I fubmit to the wifdom and 
^jtiH^ of tbi» Hotiio th» mpd^ of reparation of my injured honour. 

-Journals; Jan 31; 1769, voL 3^. page i6^ 

Orde^edy 
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.fijy ia my btireau^ which adtninift ration hired a rafeal 

^pf a fervant * t;o.fteal^ and then th^ contrived to 

The 

* Ordered, That the Entries in the Ktes of the Titles of the copies of the Records 
piefentedtothis'Houfe upon the 23d day of November laft, be fo altei^, as particu- 
larly to exprel^^ that the words ** for a libel" and for ** hlajpbtny^'* contsuned in the 
laid Entrie$, were part of the titles indorfed by the Officer^ \Mr, Filmtr] who pre- 
dated the faid C(^ie8, and no part of the faid records ; 'mf inttmttd m emvey aiy o/i- 
miog oftbi Houje concerning them. 

In the firft debate on the Middlefex ele^ions in the prefent Parliament, Feb.^ zt^ 
1775, Charles Van, Efq. Member for Brecon, mentioned this record as for ** bUj- 
f^phemy" Mr. Wilkes iipmediately called him to order, aad defired the abotir« 
extracts fr»m the Journals might be read. Mr. Van very ingenuoufly coofeffed his 
miflake. 

: * Mie^ai! Curry, Not a printer, nor a printer's devil, wonld afterwards affociatc 
^ith this fiend* He ran away from the capital, firft to Norwich, and afterwards to 

' Briftol, where he delivered the world from one of the moll wretched, as well as 
wicked, of the human race. ' On the 3d of Auguft 1 76S, he made an affidavit at the 
llanfion Houfe before the Lord Mayor Harley, which has been printed in all the pa- 

X p^rs. He was frequently with the peer, who is conunonly called Jemmy Twiteber. 

, Jn tb& affidavit be fwearS| ff th^t when he told his Lordfhip of the robbery he had 
^conunitted on his Ma^r, Xx)|'d ^aqdiyich anfwered, Tcu have faved the nMtiwtf 
^^ and yen may depend on any thing tbaf is in my poxoer ; tl|at the inducement to l)im to 
*^ commit the robbery was the money offered him, and the large pronufes from tboju 
« in power,** His Lordihip was then Secretary of State. The affidavit likewife 
Itates, ** thatFaden, andHaflall, two known minifterial age .ts, dcfired him to name 
**' any fum, and that he might depend on being fupported from any injury he ijnight 
«~apprchciui, and firmly rely on being prote^^ed by ibofi inp-iver,'*- Curry was af- 
terwards examined at the Bar of the Houfe of Cornmops qn the 3 1 ft of January 1 7^ 9. 
He then declared, that he << lived for fome tim« at the houie of Philip Qartere; Webb, 

' •* Efq;- Secretary te the Treafury, that he was corjintd there, that Webb fent him to 
K Carrington, one of the King's melfengers, who regularly every week fupplied him 
•* wit^^ money, that Webb faid he miglit depend upon being taken care of, that^A- 
^nfernment wcnid take care of bim for furrendering the eofy, and gi'ving the ovidtnco 
«< againft Wilkes, that Carrington declared he was acceuntable to goffernment for the 
*^ money he paid him, that Lord Sandwich tcdd him, he nugbt depend on any thin^ in 
*^ bis power ^ that he had loft his chara^^, that no one would afterwards eraplojF 
♦*him,&cS;c," 

There was not a man of honour^ in Europe acquaihted with this \AafM, tranfac? 
lion, who did not blufh for the condudt of the court of England on this occafioo* 
^very liberal idea was facrificed to a pedbnal pique of the Bcince. The in^uoiy of 
corrupting a fervant to rob his mafter, the bafenefs of confining .a gentlenian for 
a year in prifon» ^d th^ meanaefs of picking his pocket of 500/. becauTe he had 

aloofe 
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The bufirKefs of this day, Sir, is naturally branched 
out into two parts, both which certainly claim our ftrifl: 
attention. His Miyeifty's mefTage points them out to 
us. The firft is the outftanding debts, the fecond 
the increafe of the eftablifhment of the Civil Lift. 

Before we proceed. Sir, to take into confiderationthc^ 
payment of the King's debts, we ought to enquire 4n 
what manner they have been contrafted. The King 
has enjoyed ever ..fince' his acceffion the greateft unap- 
propriated revenue of any prince in Europe, and the ex- 
pences of the whole Royal Family have never exceeded 
i6o,oool. a year. A Committee Ihould be appointed 
for both the purpofes mentioned, and papers very dif- 
ferent from thofe before us ought to be fubmitted to 
Parliament. It is impoffibie for us. now to form the 

a loofc poem locked up in a private clofet, had not been known iti the molt 
defpotic countries, and betrayed a fpirit of injuflice, revenge, and cmelty. The 
fitted agent was employed for fuch a bufihefs, Jemmy Tvntcbcry then Secretaty 
of State, btmt fcfl bcminet natos turftj^miis^ JceUrat\jfimu%i eoataminatljimus- Evea 
Lord Le Defpencer, one of the firft and maH eager couit vaifals, who vowed 
rnnconditicua/ fubmiffom to the Thanty and fwore fealty at the (hrine of Butej evea 
he condemned the breach of honour and convivial friendship, without the pre- 
text of any injury, or even previous quarrel in his brother peer. At the 
conclufion of the Secretary's fpeech in the Houfe of Lords, Lord Le^e* 
fpencer exchumed aloud, <*that he never before heard the devil preach a Ter*^ 
« mon againft fin." ^ I 

A great writer obferves, that evtry man hat a right f bow foifins in b'ts chftt?',^j^ 
crime it in tbe vtnding, ^; \ 

The conduct of Henry IV. of France on the puhAcntion In 1605 of the fam^iK 
ir^/' called UIJU de% Hemmfrbrodites, was wortliy of that great King. *^ 

Ce petit li6il (qui itoit aflez bien fait) fous le nom de cette Ifle imagin^iire* def '• 
couvroit les moeurs et fajons de faire impies et vicieufes de la Cour, faifant voir ' 
dairement que la France eft maintenant le repaire et I'afyle de tout vice, volupt^^ , ' 
et impudence, au lieu que jadis elle ^toit une academic honorable et feminaire de - 
vertu* Le Rot Ic voulut voir et fe le fit lire j et encore qu'il le trouvit un pen • 
Ubi« et trop hardi, 11 fe contenta neanmoids d'en apprendre le nom de Tauteur, 
qui etoit Arthus Thomas, Uquelilne voulut qj/in rccbeicbaf, faifant confcience^ difoit- 
il^ dtfacber un bomme pmtr atufir dit la verir/. 

Journal du regne de Henri IV. Par M. Pierre de rEtoile, Grand Audlencicr 
cn Ja Chaiigellerie dc Paris, vol. III. p. 178, 279. Ed. La Haye, 1741. 

' ilightea 
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llighteft coigeS^re from thefe accx>UnM in wliat Way fo 
enormous a debt as 618,340!. has been contrafted. It 
is ^ftonifhing that there fhould remain in cafh in the 
Exchequer on the 5th of Jan. laft only 35,640!.. The 
Queen lias ihdeed 50^000!. a year very regularly paid; 
bwt the expence of the prince of Wales and the Bifliop 
oK>fnaburg is charged from 1 769 to 1 777 only 42,242!* 
Prince William Henry and Prince Edward, for the fame 
period, 5,017!. The King's meffage. Sir, leads us to 
consider the 'ftate of the Whole Royal Family. His Ma- 
jefty has two brothers, univerfally beloved by the na-» 
tion. I find no trace of any debts contrafted by the 
crown on their account ; no princely grants to either of 
uhe King's auJn lumbers. As an Englilhman I regret 
the fcantinefs of their incomes. The Duke of Glou- 
cefiter ieems doomed to pafshis life abroad; and it is 
certainly neither from choice, nor frotn the ijl ftate of 
his health. The Duke of Cumberland is happier, and 
lives in England. He pojQTeffes all the virtues, and fup- 
ports with dignity the rank, of a private, benevolent, 
amiaWe Nobleman- His income is by no means ade- 
quate to the fplendor of a Prince of the Blood, of a 
Prince of the blood fo near to the King as his Majefty's 
own Brother. How then. Sir, has this enormous 
d^bt been contradted ? No outward magnificence has 
dazzled our e^yes ; no internal, domeftic profufion has 
been imputed to the Lord Steward o( the houfehold *, 

who 

♦ With^c greafceft unappropriated revenue of any Prince in Europe, have wo 
not fcen you reduted tojuch vile. and fordid difirejfttf at wnifJdbfive (9nd,u0ed atqf 
itherman toaprifon? Is it fiot notorious that the .vaft: revenues, extorted from the 
labour andindufiry •fyourfubjeasf and given you to do honour to ^ourfelf and to 
the nation, are diSip?led'ui com^hg their rfprtfgBtativuf Junius. Preface, p» x$» 

In the debate intbe Hoiife of Lords on the debts of the Civil Liil, April i6, 
i;^77, £ai:l Talbot, Lord Steward of H^ Majefty's Houfehvld, the tear ftarting; 

froxu 
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who aimosft alone has contiouaL m dfice tlus wbote 
reiga. We have fcarcely the appearance of a Court, 
even in the Capital* Foroier Kings of England witk 
very* inferior revenues were generous and fplendid^ 
their cowts pompous axnl brilliant. All princely and 
royal vifitors were lodged in their palaces^. and (plen*- 
didly entertained *. His Majefty's refidence at Wind- 
iox the laii: fumix^r did not quite revive all the ideas 
of the magnificence^ and even hofpitality, of thu^ 
Plaotageuecs, nor efface all the glories of our Henries 
and Edwards. No (lately buildings, or proud pa-. 
laces, no imperial worksy and worthy KingSy have ex- 
cited the public wonder, or called foreigners from the 
continent to our iiland to admire the royal tafte and 
magnificence. An honourable gentleman -f'. Sir, tells 
us of the King's houfei. The former Kings of Eng- 
land, Sir, lived in palaces j not in hmfeu His Ma- 
jeft has not yet had a Scotijh rebellion to quelL The 
Royal revenues have not been expended agaiufi the 
Scots, but furrendered to them ; an idea little fufpedcd 
by the people of England, when they gave at firft with 
fuch a liberal, and even prodigal hand. How then. 
Sir, has this debt been contracted ? There are no mt^ 
ward and vifibk figns of grandeur and expencc. I will 
tell the Hpufe what is faid without doors, what the na- 
tion fufpefts, and therefore it becomes our duty to 

from his eye, told many a piteous tale of the diftrefTes of the royal houfehold^ 
kitchen^ and ftablcs, of half-ftarved nurfes, flcullions, and gtooms. His Eordlhip 
faid, « he would finifli Ihofe fcenes of unutterable wa* with k fa^ which had "hap-" 
** pened very lately. The King's coal-merchant declared, that he Was fo diftreffiidl 
** for money, he w«j ready to turn bit Majefly off" 

* When the King's Sifter, the Princefs of BninfWick, paid the laft vific. tpf 
the Court of England, Her Royal Highnefs was in ready^fumljbtd iodgi/tgi in Fall- 
MalL 

f Sir Grey Qoc^r^ Bait. Member ibr Saltafti, Jpim Secretary to thfe ¥rfeafiity. • ' 

inveftigate* 
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iftvcftigatc. The nation. Sir, fufpefts, that the re- 
gular,, minifterial majorities in Parliament are bought 
by thefe very grants ; that in one inltance we attend 
to the evangelical precept, give, and Ujball be given 
mnt^you, and that the Crown has made a purchafe of 
this Houfe with the money of the people. Hence 
the ready, tame, and fervilc compliance to every 
Royal edift iffued by the Miaifter^ Inward corrup- 
tion * is the canker, which gnaws the vitals of Par- 
liament* It is almoft univerfally believed. Sir, that 
the debt has been contra6ted in corrupting the Repre^- 
fentatives of the people, and that this public plunder 
&as been divided among the majority of this Houfe, 
which is allowed to be the moil corrupt affembly in 
Europe, while the honeft and fair creditors of the 
Crown have been reduced to the greateft diftrefs. 
Compaflion to them is only made the pretext of the 
prefenr meffage* This, Sir, is a fit objedt of parlia- 
mentary enquiry* , . 

. ^f Other princes, befides his Majiifty,have had the meatis of rorr«^/f9» within their 
reach, but they hiave iifed it with moderation. In ^rmer times corruption was confi- 
dered as a foreign auidliary to government, and only called in upon extrsuM-dinarjr 
emergencies. The unfeigned piety, and fandtified religion of George the Third have 
taught him to new-model the civil forces of the ftate. The natural refources of the 
Crovnx are no longer confided iii. Corruption glitters in the van ; — collefls and 
lAttntains a fianding army of mercenaries, and, at the fame moment, intpoveriihes 
aod inflaves the country.— His Majefty's predeceflfors (except that worthy family, 
from which you, my Lord, [the Duke of Grafton] are unqueftionably defcended) 
had iinne generous qualities in their compofuipn, with vices, I con^s, or frailties in 
abundance. They were Kings, or gentlemen, not hypocrites Or priefls. They w&rt 
jaithe head of the church, but did not know the value of their office. They faid 
their prayers without ceremony, and had too little prieflcraft in their underftanding, 
to reconcile the fandlimonious (orms of religion with the utter dedru^lion of Che mo- 
l^^ty of their people. — My Lord, this is faft, not declamation.— With all your par- 
tiaU^ to the houfe of Stuart, yQu muft confefs, that even Cbarks the Second would 
bavf^blufhed at thofe eager, meretricious carelles, with which eVery fpiecies of private 
vk« andi^vblJ^jprQiUcution is received at St, yames\ * 

Junius, vol. IL pages 249, 250. 
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T)ie .?il^m.has fpxe?d t.btpw^ Ae .coA^iitry.- The 
jpjiafgp is Jcakejci up by aliiioft .every iudeperw^eat fxi^ ia 
tl\e fe:i;?g;49m. It isji/kied, pid phe J?ij9: parjiam^^it^^r 
grant of 513,51 iL fo lately as 1769, to pay the King's 
Hebts, §ive iatisfa^ion to theioneft tradefinen and infe- . 
jipr dependents pf the crown, or was it diyert;ed ?inother 
jway^ The majority pf tjiis Hovfe, Sir, ought apt xq 
lie under this fufpicion, nor will they, if they are inno- 
.QCAt. Tbey pught ][;kewi/e to vjrviicate tlie hpnpur of 
our. Sovereign from the foul fufpicions which are gone 
abroad on this fubjeft. A heavier acciifation c?in fcarQely 
vbe brought. Mr. Logke, Sir, in his chapter on the 
Dijfolsififn of Government^ fays,-^* He (the fupreme Ex- 
^^..ecuitor) aSs contrary to bi^ ^rujl^ when he either efnphyi 
*', the force ytreafure^ and offices of the fodetyy to corrupt 
f^ the risprefeiiti^iivfSj and gain them to bis purpofesj or 
*' openly pre-engages, the lekSlors^ and prefcribes to their 
** choifeyfuchy %^hom ^ehas byjblicitations, threats ^ pro- 
" mifeSf or oiberwifey won to his defigns; and employs them 
** to briffgin fuch who have promifed before-hand what 
f^ to.mtSyAnd v^hat to ena£t.'' What, Sir, was the cafe 
of Hine's Patent Place in the colle<ftion of the cuftoms 
at Exeter, publicly fold, and the money given, npt to 
a needy public, but to General Burgoyne^ to reimburle 
-Jiim jt^ie.expcnces of the Prefton eleftion, and the fub-» 
fequent profecution and fine of loool. by a court of 
^aw, fpr the outrages committed in Lancalhire againft 
•the ;{acred rights of eleftion ? That inftance alone me- 
rited an impeachaient from parliament agaihft the pro- 
.fligate .minifter * of thSit day. 

If 

* The Duke of Grafton, 
Jpnius addrefles his Grace in terms almoft of infpiration. " Yfjur cheek turns palcf 
ftr a guilBy cqpfrjifflMIt ^^ y^'^\ you are uadoiie.-*Come forward^ tbou virtuoW 

|C sunifitr. 
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If there is. Sir, a fpark of virtue left among US, we 
cannot fit down contented with fuch loofe general ac- 
counts, that fecret andfpecial/ervice, tie Priyy^Pur/ip 

waxokSter, and tdl tiM world by what intereft '9fn Hine has been reoommended to ib 
rztnuxdinaiy a marit -of his Mj^efty's £ivour.: what was the price of the patent be 
has bought, and to what honourable purpofe the parchafe money has been applied. 
VochUis lefs than many thoafands could pay Colonel B\irp>ytif^s exptoces at 
Pjnefton." Junius, vol II. p. «!• 

, No fale by the candle was ever condofled with greater formality.*- 1 affirm that 

• the price, at which the place was knocked down (and which, I have good reafoa 
to thi^, was not iefs than 3,500 1.) was, with your cotinivaftce and tonfnt, ^saA to 
Colonel Burgoyne, to reward him, I prefume, for the decency of his deportment at 
Prefton. Page 2 3* 

Mr. Taylor and George Rofs (the Scotch agent and worthy confidante of Lord ' 
Mansfield) managed the bufineis. P^e 24. 

The chafle Duke nf Graft u had commenced a profecutioa againil Mr, Samuei 
Vaugbanj for endeavouring to oorrtipt his integrity by an offer of 5000I. for a patent 
place in Jamaica. A rule to ihew caufe, why an information Ihould not be exhi- 
bited igainft Vaughan for certain mifdemeanours, being granted by the Court of 
King's Bench, the matter was folemnly ai-gued on the 27th of November, 1 769, and, 
by the unanimous opinion oif the four judges, the rule was made abfolute. The 
pleadings and fpeeches were accurately taken in ihort-hand, and publiihed. The 
whole of Lord Mansfield's Speech, and particularly the following extraiSls fi-om it, 
dcferve the reader's attention. *< A practice ol the kind complained of here is cer- 
f* tainly dilhonourable and fcandalous. — If a man, (landing under, the relation of an 
** officer under the King, or of a perfonjn whom the King puts confidence, or of a 
** miniHer, takes money for the ufe of that confidence the King puts in him, he bafely 
^* betrays the King,— he betrays his tni^.— If the King fold the office, it would be 
** afting contrruy to the tnift the conftitution hath reiwfed in him. The conftitu- 
'* tion does not intend the Crown (hould fell thofe offices, to raife a revenue out of 
f' thenu^ — ^Is it|wfQhle to hefitate, wherher this would not be criminal in the Puke of 
" Grafton; — contnuy to his duty as a privy-counfellor; —contrary to his duty as a 

, « minifter ; — contrary to his duty ns a fubje<5l. — His advice Ihould be free according to 
*« his judgment; — it is tJie diity of his office ; —he has fworn to it" Notwithftanding all 
this, the cbafte Duke ^/Grafton certainly fold a patent place to Mr. Hine,for 3>50ol. and, 
for foxloing, is now Lord Privy Seal to the chafle George, with whofe piety we are 
perjietuaUy deafened. If Che Houfe of Commons had done their duty, and impeach^ 
the black Duke for this nlbft infa^nous breach of truft, how woefiiliy mufl fmry hortf 
Man.^elc have been puzzled ! Hisembarraifinent would have afforded the raoft ri- 
diculous fcene, that ever was exhibited. To fave the worthy" judge from this per- 
plexity, and the no left worthy Duke from impeachment, the profecution againft 
Vau^han was immediately dropped upon my difcovery and publication of the Duke's 
treadiery. The fufiering this charge to pafs, wiihput any enquiry, fixes fbamelefs 
piuftitution iipon the &ce of the Houfc of Commons more Arongly than ever the 
MifkUefex ek^n. _. • . ^ 'j • .1 **3^H^^j.yol..M. R- a> 
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the Treafurer of tb$ chamber y the Cofferer of the Houfehold^ 
Royal bounties, pen/ions and annuities, fwallow up almoft 
the whole Civil Lift. There is a general charge of 
peniions to the amount of 438,0001. The ^ Pen /ion 

Xijl 

'* The Duke ofGreften during his admimftration carried the Tenfiwi Ufi to the ex« 
treme of in&my. Junius aiks> " Has not ^'ir JohnMaorc a penfion o£ 500I. a year ? 
—This may probably be an acquittal of favours upon the turf $ but is it poflible to 
Ofier a groflbr outrage to a nation^ which has fo very lately cleared •^jy the beggary 
•fihe Civil Lifi, at the expence of more than half a million }** Junius, vol. I. p. S9« 
« If a late penfion to a broken gambler [Sir John MooreJ be an aft \v:orthy of 
commeadationy the Duks cf Grafton s connexions will fumifh him with many op- 
portunities of doing praife-worthy anions. P. 95. . 

» The penfiqn of i,zooU a year to Paoli can be accounted for only two ways^ 
either by the courtly principle now eftabliflied among us, of giving applaufe and 
ateftance to all thofe, who have hetrayeJ the public liberty, from the King of 
Swedem to the late General o^ the Corficans, or as hufh-moncy to conceal the 
Ihare of<3ur coort in the facriflce Qf Corfica t6 France^ When Baron Van Swieten^ 
the late Miniiler firom.the Emprefs Queen to the King of PruiTia, was in Lonilon^ 
. he faw and converfed with Paoli. The Corfican lamented^ that in the late war 
againll France bt could not be prefent every where in bis ijland in every anient The 
Baron replied, thai is nt reafon for your doing nothing vfhcnyw were. The penfion 
then ought to have been given him by France, not by England. ** Le Compte de 
** Grandmaifon prit le village d'Olmetta, d'ou le G^n^ral Paoli setoit tnfnit des Is ' 
'•' premier ebranlement des troupes/* Hiftoire des Revolutions de Corfe. Par 
M. TAbbe de Germanes. Paris, voL III. p. 65. " II manquoit totalement de 
<<cette bravoure,- le foutien des etats naiflans, et fi neceUaire vis-a-vis d*une 
« nation belliqueufe, qu'elle ne peut ^tre fuppliee par aucune auti-e qualice. 
<<On ne, Ta vu dan& aucune adUon i la tete de fes compatriotes. Zl fe te- 
** noit toujours en arri^re, et ne manquoit pas d'dtre le premier a faire re- 
•f tralte des qu'il voyoit le fucces douteux," voL II. p. 188. " PajH ignorant h 
** vidtoire fuyoit d'une cot^, tandis que noia nous rttiriom de Tautre." vol. III. p. 95. 
There is a remarkable appearance of candour and impartiality in this htilory. The 
Abbe received the folemn thanks of the flates of Corfica for the two firfl volumes. 
<< II lut arrete, que Ton ecriroit, au nom des Etats a M^ I'Abbe Germanes ime 
" lettre deremerciement fur les peines et foins qu*il avoit pris," &c Ac *• Pa h 
** tout ^perdu» laifla, pour fe fauvei* a travers les rocheiis, fon cheval et fon port- 
« feuillp a Murato," p. 132. " Le General Paoli — fe haica de quitter fa patrie-^ 
*' laillant Abattucci a la tete des Natipnaux qui^ tenoient encore les armcs ;. il le 
^ fauva de Baftilica fur Quinza, et deia fe rendit a Porto Vecchio avec -Clenent 
"fon frere, quelques jttitre* chefs, ef une centaine de Cories attaches a fa-perfbuae^ 
^ ou a fes rkhjes," vol. 111. p. 148* " I'envie de perp^tuer fon gouvememoit fut 
«ia premiere raifon d'etat, et il pref^ra taviQivri. fa graad^ur ^(rJ'ot^aelU a la Jiberte 
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Lijl is the great grievance. From 1 769 to 1 777, there 
is a fingle line of i^i^oooX. fecrdt andfpecialktvict, if* 
Aied to Sir Grey Cooper. In the fame period, under 
the fame article, 1 14,000!. to * John Robinfon, Ef(j; 
ejwclufive of enormous fums on the fame heads to the 
Secretaries of State, and the Secretary of the Poft- 
office, generally in one fliort, iinglelioc. Wheiivwc 
know. Sir, What profecutions have teen carried on, a 
loofe article ^f 6o,oooL in one y^ar, ^is Jaw cimfges, 
ought to alarm us no' lefs for the liberty of tlic Prefs, 
than for the private property 6f individuals againft ua 
founded claims of the crown. We have fcen the ^rniiel 
invafion of both in this reign. Under the head of Con- 
ii7ig€ncies of divers na/ur£s^ w^ are loft and bewildered 

♦< {lefa nation — U (^toie beaiicottp riioins capkaific que politique. AuJUfmn A &r«- 
«< wwrf, il >riil)ftiMU>it llut d'cn molitrfer. Fti^amt tie chercherie peril autom- 
«' mcn<*mcnt d-ime aAion, il'trouvoit toujours des amis difcrets, qui arr^ient fon 
'< ardeur-o-quoiq«e tiimde dans^ U eomhat, ii ^pU t^rdi titnsie eon/ei/f effirmednt 
*^fis pnijeu — fi ne pbttvahlpkis mdincettir fon pays dttis b tibcAt^ dont il ptteottdilit 
<< ^cre le i^eftauratettr, il fCm mott ks ames^ >laiMin ilat^e de festampUBaat^Sf 
^« il paSeroic peur un kirw" p. 48. Such is the jiid|«em6ht p^UiM by a'FfiBfich 
Abbe on a repuWtean <3«n(eral ? What was the glorious ah(W«r of-theyouftg 
NaAau, afterwai-ds our great Delhuerer, to fome courtiers of Charles II, who in 
the defperate fitiiatiion bf 'HoUand finom the conqutffts of Lotiis XIV. adv«6d hitiito 
accept the fplendidf offer of being Sov«ro%n of theiPtt>vin(fiite Uttder^die proMftion 
of Ens^abd aiid France ? The hero liepliedv /. wli Hot fitr^i^e the Unties of^>my 
truntry, I wiil dit pn-tbe Uft dyke, Paoli might t6 have died, /worWilvi«in«V' On 
the \2Afret mountain ofGorfica. But he now vegetates inglOritAifly in ia lbre%niDOun- 
try^ and, as P'lautu*^ |ga|>pilf ^prelles it, vn Mth^iis^miffimif, didf^pu ^emt t km 
Qgit. He attends regqiady, bbWs low, aiid fmiies etemaUy, «t the te^?«eobf>a 
^^tt ^ whom he is again m^lb gi^staioufly' fmiUd upon, ^at^fled v^ftfiifumi* 
With the fpoils <A his enflaved couiliry, and .an fisigUlh jseV^M,-'^^ ^"«^//*w, 
fi§rc€, hidiptndcm republican ^creuehes at 4 '<mirt, and noakiio^ faimieUy hr^iboai 
tbofevile gang, in a drawing room, iu a^^eet iMMrcoui^e^ b€W« an4imile$^'With 
the ribbanded and titled Haves of p^wer,^ binder the coneeiapc: of all Earajpe. . The 
p^nfiim was ^ven him, at :tbe it^CefliiHv of iAXd^Stofegt^GtrmMintf in. the a«bni* 
Aiftratioaof the Duke ofGr^^n. ^HiS tm»ihbty^t^fe&ta/tt»nd^ 
a ilmiiende bf chara&er and (Jon»^u^.>nat;uit^ly (»i$}ii«ated lAie heartof G§i^mamtitL 
> MiMSbcr for Harwich, Joint ^cretary m, the TreafuTy with 3ir Orey Cooper. 
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by ^ fambling account^ in which It is impoflible to 
gtiefi the lead particular. We find Mejfts. Amy and and 
Siebel receive 38,692!^ to pay bilh of Exchange ; and^ 
\n anotb^ }ihe> Thomas Fratty Efq; 8,r3$L to pay ano- 
Aer bill of Ettchange. For what national purpofe, or 
public fervice ? Stieh accounts. Sir, arc only calculated 
fw fuch 3 fervilfe Parliament. Venfimsj anfmUies^ and 
r^ygl bfntnties^ fliall with much caution be toudied by 
me* even in this Houfe. One word only I ihallmen* 
tion of literary patronage^ becaufe it feems to bc-a favo- 
rite fobjeft* Wearcj Sir, hourly told, that genius arid 
foaniiog are now fofter^d by the propitious be^ms of 
toyal favour, and all the polite arts encouraged and pa- • 
tnxiized. The two famous Doftors * SiMeare^tid 

Jobnfm^ 

* Dr. Shobbcarc was tried- ii> 1758 for priming an4 publKljing " A Sixtl^ Let- 
*' ter to the Feoprc of Ehgland/* The' Infftrhiation was exhibited by Lbfd Cam- 
m»^ wlieo Attorney Gcnerail. It flat«d, that the libel /< teiiM to. ti^uce the 
" Rwohtttoa^ and to reprefent it as the foundation cf all thofe iivaginary e\ ils and 
^ cabmkies/ which he, the faid Defendant, would faifely iniinuate tlie' fubjeifls of 
*« thmtingdom did labour under 5 and alib^to afpeife the memory of King Wjilliam 
'' Itl, and of George I, &c. and alfo to afpejfc, ftandalize, and vilify King 
*' George 11^ 3cq. and to infmuale that King George- II. had no coiKcrn for th« 
^ people of Englaiid, nor any regard 'for the interefl, honovif, or welfare of this 
^kingdqra." Another charge was oipitted by the Attorney General Mr. Pratr, 
from a motive of delicacy, fbr Df. Shebbeare ha$i hajiarti:%ed the whole royal &- 
mily in the f< Sixth Letter to the People of England/' ft was publifhetl in the 
time of the late wai- with Prance. A jtiry found the Do^or guilty. He ivag 
fined^ pilloried| and fmprilQnedi Loi:d Mansfield, who tried the caufe^ declared, 
(hat the <* Sixth Letter to the People of England'* approaiktd the neareft to High Ttm- 
pHy without equally eommitting it, 0/ my fapep he ever read,, v H|s Lordfhip's pice, ' 
exquifite judgement jh futh a niatter cannot be controverted* The family connec- 
tion with his own brotheij Lord'Dcnbar, the l>te Pnteuder's tonfidtnt/ai /ecretary, 
his early ftudies at Oxford, the whole ^afl and cplour of his life, make his opinion 
of v^lue; ^3 teltimony tlnqueOianable. In a letter addj-eifed to his tordihip, 
Jitmuijaysy <' In your earlier days you were but little infb^ed with the prudtnc§ 
" of your country ; you had fome original attachments, which you |ook every 
"proper opportamty to adcaowledge. The liberal fpirit'.of youth pre- 
•* vailed over your native difcretlon. Your zeal in the caufe of an unhappy 
^ prince was exprelTed witl^ the fiacerity of wine; and lipme of the folemnities of 
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jcbnfon *, are in this reign the ftaie hirelings called 
penfioners. The piety of our Sovereign to the mc-; 
mory of his grandfather ^ as well as gratitude to oui: 
glorious Deliverer J ikoyj^di furely, Sir, have prevented 
the names of thefe two Do&prs from difgracing a 
Civil Lift, which both of them had repeatedly and pub- 
licly declared the King's family had no right to, but 
ought to be confidered as a flagrant ufurpation. Thefe 
two Do&ors have in their writings treated the late 
King, and King William^ with the utmoft virulence 
and fcurrility, and they are the knawnpenfiomd advo* 
cates of defpotifm. The two other inftances are ridicu?. 
Ipus enough* David Hume was penfioned in this piou4 
reign for. attacking the. Chriftian religion, .and Dr, 
Beattie for anfwering him. In this manner is the pub- 
lie treafure laviihed; but thefe, I own, are mean ob- 
jeds, and of trifling concern. The great mafs of the 
debt remains unaccounted for, and is fufpeftcd to be 
contrafted for the moft criminal purpofes. It is ne- 

^' religion." In a note to this ]viflage Jitnius adds, about. Lord Mansfield, " This 
*'' man was always a rank Jacobite. Lord Ravehfworth produced the raoft fatis- 
'* h^kory evidence of his having frequently drunk the Pretender's health upon his 
"knees.** 

Dr. Shebbeare's character is admirably drawn by the author of the " Heroic 
« Epiftle to Sir William Chambers." 

Wretch ! that/rom dander's filth art ever gleaning. 
Spite without fpirit, malice without meanbg : 
The fame abvifive, hafc, abandoned thing, 
When pilloried, or pett/nnad by a king* 
^'Pfrtfien, n. f. [^p*n/iotiy Fr.] An allowance made to any one without au equiva- 
lent. In England it is generally underflood to mean pay given to 3ifiate hireling 
for treapn to his country, 

Pen/ioner, n. f. [from fenfon"] |. O.ne who is fupported by an allowance paid at 
the will of another ; a dependant. 
a. A ilave of Hate hired by a ftipend to obey his mailer. 

A Di<Stionary of the Engiiih Language, in z vols. fol. by 
Dr. Samuel Johnfou. 
Vide Dr. Johuiba's Faifi Jlarm^ and all his politif al trai£t$> 
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(Seffary to fatisfy the people that the enquiry ihould be 
made^ and therefore I hope the Houfe will inflrqd the 
committee to that purpofe. 

Let me now, Sir, fiippofe, that parliament acquiefces 
with the preient claim, what chearfiil ray of» future 
hope have we to comfort us that future demands will - 
not fucceed ? Will this be the laft court job, even of 
the prefent minifter ? No aflurances whatever are given, 
not a hint of economy ^ or frugal management, or the leaft 
care of the public treafure in future. Surely fuch a 
mode of proceeding is .iiighly unbecoming, indecent, 
and contemptuous. 

May I, Sir, pafs the invidious ftreights of Calais, 
and confider the ftate of the neighbouring monarchy 
with refpedt to the king's houfehold and debts ? By 
two new edifts for the regulation of the French King's 
houfehold expences, penfions, and royal bounties, all 
arrears are to be difcharged . within fix years, and a 
fixed refolution is declared pour concilier avsc une fage 
iconomie les depenfes que Peclat de fa couronne feut 
exiger. From the firft of laft January all future ex- 
pences whatever refpedting the houfehold are to be 
paid in the cpurfe of the current year. The very firft 
article is,' '* Tannee revolue de toutes les depenfes de^ 
** la maifon du Roi, tant par enterprifes que par 
*' fournitures, fera a Tavenir paiee comptant au Trefor 
" Roial, dans le courant de Tannee fuivantr, a raifoa 
" d'un douzieme par mois.' Would to God, Sir, 
fuch a fpirit of juftice and reformation crofiTed the 
channel to this capital ! We, alas ! have not a gleam 
of hope of any reformation. The French King, Sir, 
has likewifc two brothers, Monfieur, and the Comtc 
d'Artois. They have found in their foveteign an af- 
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fcftionat?e and generous brother, not a gloothy tytidfj 

like * Louis the Xlth. THey are to*\lnited- aftid 

happy family. What the Kihg^has givfen them in im- 
pofcant grants » aUd en apanage^ as it is caHedy ensiBles 
them to fuppoit with eclat their high' rank. The hew 
regulations df the French King's houfehold expendes and 
debts are founded in juftice, ahdoccafioh hd extnterdi- 
][iary burden to his people. The firji Prince* of the 
Hanover line obferved the fanie conduft ; ftjr thtf mef- 
fege of George I. to this Houfe, of July i r, tjzi, is,» 
^^ that being refolved to caufe a retrenthment to h€ 
" made of his Civil Lift expences for the future, and 
** finding that foch a retrencbmetit cannot wefl b^ ef- 
" fedted without difcharglng the prefent arrears, h1# 
^' Majcfty has ordered the accounts thereof to be foirf- 
*/ before the Houle, and hopes he may be empw^er<id 

V to raife restdy money for that purpofe, on the Civil 

V Lift revenues ; which, io avoid the laying afrf neW *»/- 
" den on bis peoplt, his Majefty propofes fliall be re- 

, ^' placed to the Civil Lift^ and fe-tmburfed by a d6duc- 
** tioB to be made out of the falairics and wa^es df alf 
^* offices, anrf the penffons, tod other payrtients, frorS 
*' the crown.*' The venal parliament of 1769 gi^S 
the money out of the current expences ofiheyedTy witH- 
out a fingle line of any atcdunt. 

When we are repeatedly told, Sif, of the pitftni 
fplendour of the Britift diadfenfi, of the extent of our 

. •» Mezcray, hi^oriographcr of Fradce^ fays, « Comibes nous Ic [I^ouij' XlJ. 
'* depeint fuunetijcmeut fouffnncux et jaloux de ja fijfantu trh aBjolu dans fa vo- 
*^* lontii, qm M f>arJo»Hoh point, qui a terribkikini putU [eLptjits, et avec ccla Ic 
« meilitur its Prtncta {tbt h^ af kings] de fon tcnw. QrtLJ tovvhlt^r Eyfii 

" I.ES APTRES ?*' 

Abre'fec Chronologi<juc de I'ififtoife dc France^ par le Sieiir ^e wiczefay, 
hiftoriographc dc Francfc. V6l..vn. p. 2^*' £^* Arfilterclain, ^i'j'ss- ' ' 
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empire, and the greatnefi of ew fovefeign, 1 owft tln^ 
Ae dimini/bed rays of th^ CfowR oeeoir tc my paisliil' 
imagination. I am not daz^Ud, bift' mctrdfied. li 
brings to my jecolkdion What was&id ef Phill{vthe 
IVth of Spain, when Lotiis XIV. Was taking^ all dia 
townsy one after another, in thfe Netherlandsr, ** £tf 
^* grandeur reffembU acelle desftfffisy* pit tkviemilsnf gtnmh 
** i pTdporiion des terres, qu^on l^ ^/f." 

The * noble lord near me basr fjlid^ that hi tri^«d 4 
itridl review of the whole eftabliflm^nt of th6 cfbim^ 
as to the Civil Lift- I perfe&ly appiore the idea* 
Almoft the whole requires a new ^eguktiom I think 
the judges in particular ought noe to be paid out of thfl 
civil lift, but by the pubKc. Th^y cannot bft nbW 
difplaced, but they may be ftai^ved by the crown. Thtf 
fpifit of their independence ought to extend as w^il t6 
their falaries, as to their commiffions. I obferve, Sir> 
in the Civil Lift accounts on the table, aft aftide^ 
" Lord Howe and Sir William H6wd Commiffioher^, 
*' for reftoring feac€ in Amerka lool. per week each, ar-' 
" rears i^j^zV The noble Lord with th* btufe rib-* 
band has juft called them yfrnbifffifdors. Have we thetf 
already acknowledged the United CoUnies of Anierica a* 
a fovereign ftate, like the Umtid Provimes of Holland? 
If we have not, that event muft happen. The ^eacefiti 
mode ad^ted by the brothers, accordfeg to my calctr-* 
lation^ will Hot foon rejore peace in Arfieriea. It niay 
poffibly be the period of the Trojan war, ten yeaf s it 
leaft, fo that the nation may compliment the Hozve fa* 
mily with above one hundred thoufand pounds free gift, 
Itt the rite of icol. per week each brother, befides the- 

^ Lord ]<SbL Ciy^hSiSLf iKlomber for York. 
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ftttlod pay ^tnd perquifites^ as officers. But, Sir, whar 
coaasdAon has fuch an article as this with the Civil 
Irift^ with his Majcfty's houfehold > 

Let us not now, Sir, raihly proceed in the iniquitous 
mf^bod of deciding on thefe two important qucfttons^ 
tbe expenditure, and the increafe of the Civil Lift, 
wkhout hearing the evidence, or hearing it only in 
part. We have not fufficient Data to proceed. By 
jfiich injufkke we loft America. We profcribed the in* 
habitants of Bofton without hearing them, and in the 
lame manner adopted coercive and fangutnary meaftires 
againft the other colonies. Let us not now advance a 
fingle ftep but with caution, with fear and trembling: 
Wc arc aiked to furnifli the minifters with weapons, 
which |i>ay be employed to our deftrudtion, againft the 
liberties of our own country. An increafed undue in- 
fluence muft neceffarily be created, and the overgrown 
power of 4:he Crown enlarged. Minifters only want 
what arc called tbejinews of war. The doftrine is now 
avowed of the legality of introducing foreign troops in- 
to the Briti^ dominions. The minifter has the power- 
cf the fword, when we give him that of the purfe. 
How many nations have totally loft their liberties by 
internal corruption, and by mercenary armies ? There 
is an zfkitcd fal/e alarm about faction and civil difcord, 
difturbances and * infurredtions ; but it is well known^ 
that civil diflentions have often among us been even fa- 
vourable to freedom. Montefquieu obferves of Eng- 
land, " On voit la liberti fmtir fans teffe desfeux de la^ 

* Wife and good Kings, being taught by reafon and experience, that nations d&: 
fight in the peace and jufticc of a good govermcnt, will never fear a gtneral wr- 
Jmr^^wiy whilft they uke care it he rigbtly adminiftcred, voA find tbemjelveshf 
thit maiu l« ie/afe, ^ Algeroon Sydney, page 417, 

... ^^ difcordi 
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** £fcorie et de lafidithn^ U 'Prince ioujours cbancelant 
^^ fur un trone imiranlableJ* 

I defire, Sir^ to fubmit to the noble Lord near me, 
whether, in point of form and precedent, inftead of 
a/charging the order for referring the King's meflage ta 
the committee of fupply, which his ' Lordfhip has 
moved, it would not be more proper to inftruft the 
committee on the two important points of the meffage, 
the paying his Majefty's debts, and the addition to the 
Handing revenue of the Crown. If his Lordlhip and* 
the Houfe adopt that mode, I fhall then move, *' That 
" it be an inftrudtion to, the faid committee,? that, be-* 
** fore they proceed to confider of his Majefty's moft 
*^ gracious meflage, they do confider of the caufes of 
*' the debts due on account of the Civil Lift, and like- 
" wife what further provifion may be neceflary to fup- 
^^ port the.fplendor and dignity of the Crown of Greats 
« Britain.'' 



VoTBS of Feb. 21, 1777. 



A Petition of the Trujlees of the Brittfh Mufeum was* 
brpught up and read. 

Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred to the 
confideration of a Committee of the whole Houfe. 



Votes 



V 
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r«i mm fti iNiiiiifci 

IToTEs df April z8, 1 7 j;7, 

Ovi^pedy ^^ That the A<K:ouiit of Aafluai EftpsiiM 
^< aQcL loGOBie o£ Jiir# Brki^ Mtfem^ftoM the ficft c£ 
** Jaouaffy i>7i6a, to the ^ift of Dec^tmfaer 1776^. bt t^ 
^^ feiTcd t^ the Md. Committee ^f^ cffjfider fitr^iir 4$ 
if tbe^ SufplfgfMi^d ta His Mofeftgy 

Afr. /SP/7fcx Aid, 
Mir. Speaker^ 

Before the FeHsttn mf the Trujtns ^ tki Btkifi 
Mufeum is referred to the confideration of thdf Comittif^ 
tee of Supply, I beg the indulgence of the Houfe to 
fubmit a few general ideas on that fubjedt, entirely in- 
dependent o^ party and politics. The encouragement 
ci all ufeful knowledge, and the proteAion of the arts 
and faiences, with a particular attention to our own ma- 
nufaftures, appear, to me. Sit, jwft ©kgefts of public re- 
gard, and highly deferving parliamentary confideration, 
elpeCMlty Vk tsfak gre^ eommercial. eotinti^y. Anu^ng 
the many proofs of the improverii?nt ^ ou^e Batioaoil 
te^5 and love of polity littrwiare^ the eftabUflifiaeac of 
the Britify Mifeim cl^ms^tbe pre-emittence- it reft 
under the favourable aufpices of this Houfe, has been 
carefully watched over by us, and I hope will ftlU con- 
tmue to receive our friendly proteftion and fupport. 
Various branches of learning have already derived An- 
gular 



gular^ysvit^e^f^om.th^t xich repofitor;^ and J thin]: 
if njjiiy be m^de yc.t jijore extenfivdy yfeful tp this 
Idugdpm. Thi5# ^r> caa Qi^y be done by thi$ Hpufc, 
by ^wxli?niei»ary ^^ffiiJwQe. J Ihall at pr^fcnt wpfifljp 
iQjfelf tp geneal ideas^ aad Qoly thrp^r out (pin^ 
lMJtf:$ f pr a ^ture .day's confideration* 

U ibems 1:0 me, %i^ highly ej]i:pe4iwt that the Tnji^ 
t$e^ of tjhe J?ri/^ Muffeum ihould japt only be^eoahki 
adiif)f3at4y to fulfil x}» ohjefb of their j»bUc iwQ^ 
by w^aktfig >i»hat.i« akefdy jcoHeftied ;fu ufefiil as.^oylS*! 
Ue Aaxhe jMXipn, but j^iU i^ther to extex^d the kiidahk^ 
piff-pojes of their ioftitutipn. Their, picefont funds, ys^p 
fiod^ their F^itictf^^ ace incompetent ev^n to the qoo- 
ta&e4 pUa^pw purfuqd;^ It i& a ^gcaeral .con^plaiiirii 
d^At the ^/K^//j MfujmM is not,fufficiently itfcefiibk «^ 
the;.pa^y#c. This m^ft neceilarijy happg;i frcan the de- 
fidcnoy of cheir revenues. The tritftees cannot pay ^ 
proper number of officers and attendants. This xtritf 
tp^y be 4a paff ri^,cpnfi)deration of the comnMnci, 
into .which the Houfe will foon refolvp . itfelf. B]w, 
Sir^ I ^iih their^ plan mughienlar^edj.e^eciaUy ,aa vm^ 
inipoitiMxt obje^s^ Bo^ks and Pnimngs. Xhis .csqiutaJt 
arfcerib mar^ ^es, . semaixis wi^hpyt .^^y xonfideiiabi^ 
public library. Rome has the junmenfp colleftion jd^ 
the'/V6i^/|p^^al;ui Raris fcarcely yields to thp.i»iflrefr ^ 
^ wor^d by ijiie greatne/s of die Aiwr^'j Ubrmy. Thfj 
ai&.bpth.Qpen4it ftatedtimest with ev«ry^ proper |tCQpi9;i« 
SEModation, tpall ftrangers. London has no la^e jp^« 
lie JLibrary. The beft here is tiie R^yalSofiiitfs;h^ 
even that is incpnfiderable^ neithq: is itippon tojtb^ 
p^blic^ nor are the neceflary conveniences afforded 
ftrai^rs for reading^r tranfcribbg. T\\^BritiJb Mfi-^ 
Jj/uWySif, is f ich in ManuTpziipts^ the Harkian colUSm^ 
I the 
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tlic Cottonian Library^ the coUe£lion of Charles f. and ma- 
ny others, efpecially on our own hiftory; but it is 
wretchedly poor in printed books. I wilh; Sir, 2^ fiim 
was allowed by parliament for the purchafe of the moft ^ 
valuable editions of the beft authors, and an Aft palled 
tp objige every printer, under a certain penalty, to fend 
a copy bound of every publication he made to the 
Britifl) Mufeum. Otir pofterity, by this and other ac- 
quifitions, might perhaps poffefs a more valuable trea- 
fure than even the celebrated Alexandrian collelHon ; for, 
Bfotwithftanding that felfilhnefs, which marks the prc- 
fcnt age, we have not quite loft fight of every beneficial 
profpeft for futurity. Confiderable donations might 
Kkewife, after fiich a fanftion of parliamentary appro- 
bation, be expefted from private perfons, who in Eng- 
land, more than in any country of the world, have en- 
larged views for the general good and glory of the 
ftate. 

* The Britijh Mufeumy Sir, poffefles few valuable 
faintifigs, yet we are anxious to have an Englijh fchool 
of painters. If we expeft to rival the Italian,^ the 
Flemiih, or even the French, fchool-, our artifts muft 
have before their eyes the finilhed works of the greateft 
mafters. Such an opportunity, if I am rightly in- 
formed, will foon prefent itfelf. I underftand that 
an application is intended to parliament, that one of 
the firft colleftions in Europe, that at Houghton^ made 
by Sir Robert Walpole, of acknowledged Superiority 
to moft in Italy, and fcarcely- interior even to the 
Duke of Orleans's in the Palais Royal at Paris, may 
be fold by the family. ' 1 hope it wiH riot be difperfed^ 
.but pur chafed by parliament, and added to the Britijb 
Mujeum. I wilh, Sir,* the eye of painting as fully 
* gratified. 



gratified, ai5 the ear of mufic is in this ifland, whick 
at laft bids fiur to become a favourite abode of the 
polite arts. A noble gallery ought to be built in the 
ipacious garden of the Briiijb Mufeum for the recep- 
tion of that invaluable treafure. Such an important 
acquifition as i)a&- Houghton colleSihn, would in (bme 
degree alleviate the concern, which every ^an of 
tafte now feels at being deprived of viewing thofe pro- 
digies of art, the Onions of the divine Raphael. King 
William, although a Dutchman, really loved and 
underftood the polite arts. He had the fine feelings 
of a ttian of tafte, as well as the fentiments of a hero* 
He built the princely fuite of apartments at Hampton- 
court, on purpofe for the reception of thofe heavenly 
guefts. The. Englilh nation were then admitted to 
the rapturous enjoyment of their beauties. They 
have remained there till this reign. At prefent they 
are perilhing in a late Baronet's * fmoky houfe at tie 
end of a great fmoky town -f*. They are entirely le- 
creted from the public eye ; yet. Sir, they were pur- 
•chafed with public money, before thcacceflion pf the 
Brunfwick Line, not brought from Herrenhaufen. 
Can there be. Sir, a greater mortification to any Eng- 
lifh gentleman of tafte, than to be thus deprived of 
feafting his delighted view with what he moft deftrcd, 
*and had always* confidered as the pride of our 
ifland, as an invaluable national treafure, as a common 

^ Sir Charles Sheffield's bouji In St. James's Park^ now called the Queeea't 
2*alace. , ' 

f The royal Procruftes, who has founded an Academy of Paifltinjf, after aa 

exaa admeafurement, obferving very fagacioiilly, that « the Gtrtoas wer© /«> /o»f, 

. <* and ought to be «i/ ji&.T/<»'," a facrilegious hand was found, which— ^#rrf/tfo refgnml 

«— mangled the divine works of the moft divine artiA; that, they nugh: exidtiy fi( 

llicir prefent improf er, igoeUe (ituallion. * " 

bleffing, 
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b)e^ng, pot u privjitc :prppcrty.? Th^ kicgs ijf 
Frajpee ^ijid ^p^jipi p?rrpit their A?i)j<^ ^Ojd Jiiw^w 
tjhie view of all fhe piftwres inf ^i^.^/t^y^dions ; laud fiiFc^ 
Sir, an eqiaal Gonjpjiffi^t, js id,ue tfi a |;e^?er/?M5 iW# ffg? 
natiop> )vko.giv.e tl>eir priixe4^ij;)C9/|^of aboye^a q^- 
ligfk^ year, even VA<i^cr the.gfcajteft piifjlic bf^rtfeens. 

A r^ark^l^Ie opportpaity^ Sir^ of jipproviog i^fi 
^Wml X^&c in pointing, which was Jately J(pft, X hppe 
«]iLi^y pow be, ^CQOv^f^d. Tifie juicotpfi^^able Sir Jtofltja^ 
Rcynoids*, ^qd jTomc pjfaer Jgreat p^iaters, wfco do 
^.WWrto pyr QWtfitry, ge^rpujly popped tlie .i«:c 
t^AJObli^p of Loadpp jf* tQ 9^9rix the .cs^ijbqdral of StC* 
F|j4% t^at glorious pijiooumeoit of the m^goificence 
of Qur.^Qceftpr^^ yfifh fymc pf t^eir ifffi^ yah^^^ 
Wprfes;:b#t the prppofitipa had to evavinter the ab- 
fc/4> got^ic jjpr^jud^QQs of a taftfilefs.^cl jgnor^ pre- 
latg, 3yhich Wftre fwnd to be infi^ipec^We. We Imye 
^3^ fjifislft^ion^at \pKef^ ,9f ^havipg in itfie fqe of Lca- 
4#P ;t a gfiptlfiipap §, not ,oply of M^n piety, but.pf 

the 

;J^ Sir y<y(&*# RfptM has given this iilaad a (air claim to the foUowins beautilid 
IBop^jtfr.TidceU: 

See on her Tiri<i»*< and iier Gk Wi tims 
* iier felling arts, forlorn Ht/peria mourns ; 
<|Xf|^j|i^ui.^y^e99h ga((an4^6:Q|i9 bgr\v9f^9 
BfT Wiondfiej^oiffrfl, /fir pminting p^v^, 
w f Dr. Richard Terrick. 

'$ if I ^majr.•be indulged « caojeAore, it Ihoidd 1w that not iiia filid ptety, nor 
ttl^AW>^«^'^9 tPor jivB f/^^/ ff^fy nor Jtbe merited correfUooi whichi in .the 
caufe of polite Uteraturei the prefent Bifhop of London gave tbt mtrtd cynkk •/ 
Cloucefietf captivated Mr, H^tlkn fo much as that love of liberty^ and deteftacion of 
tftaotv ^vhich are Gonfpienoas in the.liTiting8 of our exceUent Diocefan. In his 
kaures ^ De facra Poefi Hehraorum," a wonderful work /row the Clarendon Pnfi 
Si- Oxfir/f with the impnmafur' of the Vice Chancellor Browne in r753y thi» 
Vfortbf Prelate quotes with diflinguiihed praife the bfjpind verfes fung at all the 
public. ^Mlvals of the Athenians in honour of the Greek heroes, Harmodioi and 
Ariftogitoa, -who ilew the tyrant Hipparchus. The good Bifliop dedarps the 
verfes to be '' iogeniofi certe poecae* et wdde hni civit/' 
,f«r'J*«J^wth. 

|7nm 
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tile roVindfcft Idlrhbg, and of exquifite, claffical tafte. 
I hope at fuch a {avo;urable moment the propofitioA 
Will be renewed and accepted. 

As 

Kum veitcuiuiin erat, lie quis tyraniudem Pififtntijsaxto AtWnls ii^^rafe Aii« 
^eret, ubi in ommbus conviviis, et aequo a^ Infima plebe in compttis^ qliotidic 
cantitaretur 7M»\m iUod CaUiftrati nefclo Oijus, fed ia|{tiui& cerCe pottttf ei 

ViiTfif ^ IV fjimnoffirt vi ptura tihti^ 

Ey fiv{7ar xXo^i re (i^ fogn^'itf^ 
Offiri^ ApjuboJiOf x' A^CoytHuifp 
idO' Adifydu^K f V ^t/riou; 
Ay^ vvgoyyey Ivno^^fy txtuyCwh 

A* tffMy xXfbf t^e^ltti xar cM«yf 

0?j Tcy rv9rim9i3ar(kv, 
'iftnfJtiu^ v'-aAiim; imnftf-ocToyw 

1^<jd f\ po'ft t</«j f2/!tti Martifts e TyraftAo^iiis qoiipunn tale^iqood canmio 
l^lebi tradidiiTet^ inque Suhurram, et fori cirailos, et in ora v^gi intuliiTet { aAuni 
.profedo iiiiiret de paitlbtis deque dotninatione Caefarum: i4«s melvercule vaiiufiirc 
mvam A^9^iw /xfAQ( quam Ciceronis Philippicae onwes. 

The following i$ a literal tranflation oT the Greek 6<,!e : 

In myitle branches wiU X bear my dagger^ 
Like liak'modius and Arillogiton, 
When they ftabbed the tyrant, 
And gave the Athenians eq^ial law9. 

Oh ! moft beloved Harmodius, you are not dead; 
^ut they fay you are in the iflanda c^the Ue0ed> 
' With IWift-footed Achilles, 

And Diomed, the ibci of Tydeus. 

in myrtle branches will I bear my dagger, 
l!?ke Armodlus and Ariftogiton, 
"When in the Athenian facrificcs^ 
^hey flew Hifparcbw the xyranf, 

L The 



As almoft. all ^ns anii fcienpes, as well as &me of 
the Wfd^ .^fef Ui maauf adures, have ^ a ^omiedioii widi 

The feme of yoB two IhaH ever fpread through the eailfi^ 
Oh ! moil beloved Harmodiiis and Ai-i{logiton> 
Becaufe yon flew the tyrant, 
And gave the Athenians eqfial laws. 

Another important circumitinc^ on this great occafion was aegte^ed by tfief 
)R.oman heroes, Brutus and CafTius. The dead body of the ufurper oiig'ht imme* 
diately to have been thrown into the Tiber. f/lSA Aniony's doquefit, but fe-^ 
ditious and peftiient, funeral oratiAi Ida not in t!uic cUfe been prooounced, nor 
the multitude driven to madnefs by his inf)dio\u aitFfices diiSL the afic6Ung fpe6lad« 
of the corpfe of Cxfar, mangled with many wonnds. The republic^ perhaps, hsA 
fnrvivedy at leail during the life of Bnitus» The name, aa4 family of the tyrant, 
might,. Sifter the ides of March, have been rendered odious by pcfmlar fongs, and the 
Biihop blames the Romans for not copying from the Greeks, jn this refpedt Li* 
berty might have triumphed,, and fo general 9. horror /it Xffxmf been difiufed 
through the iepub&ic» tliat Suetoniui could never have fhocked all pofterity by jt 
detail, ridiculoufly minute and difgufUng,. of Vhe mbnihoiis cnnies of the ufurper's 
iuccelTors, when no longev controlled by fear or any legal reftraints. Thai writer^ 
however, argues in my opinion againit defpotic power better tlian Sydney, LoclLe, 
or Price. 

The idea in the Greek verfes, wHich t^ Bifhdp fo juftly admires, of the tw» 
beroes bearing their dagger t in brancbfs 6f myrfUy W^ taken frofti what happened at 
the feaft of Panathenata. The Athenians carried 'bi^ ttyrth hratichet'm allitheir 
great folemnities and facrifices. Among thefe the patnotic daggers of Harmodious 
and Ariftogiton were concealed* Undoubtedly they thought witb al> antiq^iit^r, 
that,thofe, Who trample, on the equal rights o£ mankind,, and qfeftiperior.t(^tb|% 
la^v^-of their country, fo that they cannot be brought to a formal triai^.^ipr j|^e». 
to expiate their crimes by xh9jwor4i cfju/Hc&^ may be lightepufly puniih^ by the 
eiagger of patriotijm. The Greeks and Romans not only fpoh daggers, but ufed 
ihem in the caufe of liberty, for the>' bclie\ ed that the moft acceptable facriHce t^^ 

the Gods was an ufurper, or human t}Tnnc . 

» 

Vi&ima haud uUa amplior ' . ^ 

Poteft, magifque opima madtari Jovi 
Quam resi itii^uuu Sekeca. 

When the City of Lodon, in 177^ voted ^fihtf eup Co Mr* XKiSUv ^r his do»- 
fe;ice of freedom in the cafe of the printers, aad lef^ tihe defi^n and ornaments to 
his direction, the Death ofOefar in the Roman fenate. w^ the fubje^ o(.his choice^ 
it is certainly one of the greatest facrifices to public libeity recorded in hiftory. 
The dagger in the firft quarter 6f the City Arins, which of coiirfe were to be 
emboffed on the vafe, does not feem to have fuggeflcdto him either tHe idea of 
the dfggrr,. with wlu&h Sir William Walwwth| a JUocd Majof of London in the 

' reiga 
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ikch 0ther> tbiey-wijl Jilawife giye eack dfher a my- 
nial aiaift^acic. "The beautiful art of en£ravwpMihich 
i$ now carried amof^ us to an afionUhiog degree of 
perfeftion, will coipe to the aid of her ^^tx painting. 
We have ihewn our atteation to that art this very ki- 
iion. I hop.e hej:eafter, even in this cold^ raw cli- 
mate, to be warmed with fhe glowing colours of Qur . 
own gebelins tapeftry, and I wifli cncout-agcment was 
giv^ by parliament to that noble manufacture, wfiich 
in < Francie almoft rivals the powers oi painting. The 
important advantages of fuch a commerce too w|E| may 
learn from our neighbours* , , 

I .^m not alarmed, 3ir^ at the greflt expence^ which 
ibme gentlemen feem to dread as the inevitable con* 
fequence pf what I have mentioned. The treaiures <^f 
fL ftftte axe well employed in works of national magni^ ^ 
ficeiice. The power and wealth of anci^t Greeoe^ 
V^ore sficSi feqn and admired in the fplendour of thd 
temples, and other fublime itru&ures, of Ferities^ 
tl? boafted, that every art would te everted, every 

wign of Richard 11, killed Wat Tyler, or of the " curtana,'' the «* (hort fword** 
«f St. Patd, accoi-ding to the idle difput^s of dull fln^uariaitf j but pr^ably it 
'tamiBd the hiat of ^ - 

The ^fjfcr wont b pierce the tyrant's breafh Voft^ 

Ju^us ibtefar Isrreprefented in the bafs-relief on tlie vaftf ai$ he Is defcdbed by 
all hiftorians in that iitopoitant moment, gracefolly covering hioifelf with the toga, 
41^ falling |i t^e bnfe of a pedtM, which fapports the i^iie qf Potu^y the 
.Gnat. .BrutoSy Caffius, and the other noble Romans, who conipired to reftore 
freedom to their cotratfy, form a circle around the body of Caefar. Their ia^ieriy 
f after' the gidlikr /»9kty faem reeling wl^ tlie tyrafit's blood, aod are raifed*to 
bBa:^«n. Every -eyfe is Axed on 3rutas» who is id the attitv^ie of coq^^ratulating 
Cicerv on the~i)ecovery of the public liberty, itad pointing to the proflrate and ex- 
^ing uft«rper< The figure of Bnitus ftands out ih yexj bold and high' rilievn, ^ 
IMuticularjIy ifaiking> and the capital of the whole groupd. At the bottom of th« 
4tiiri» ji tfa0 foUowipK miaa^aay cittarded with m^nU and 9tA Itttlfies > - 
May every tyrant feel 
%b0 iueib; de^p fearchings of a patriot ileei i ^b vrckx l Hf 

h % citizeA 



ekizen in the fay of the ftatc, and the eity, riot ofif jf 
beautified, but maintained by itfelf* The fums he exr 
pended on the public buildings of lettered Athens, in the 
mqft bigb and palmy Jiate of Greece, after the brilliant vic- 
tories ovef the Perfians, diffufed riches and plenty among 
the people: at that time, and will be an eternal monument 
of the glory of that powerful republic. The Parthenon 
only, or Temple of Minerva, acknowledged to be the 
moft beautiful piece of antiquity now remaining in the 
world, which is of the pureft white marble, coft, with 
its'ftatues and rculptures, above a thoufafnd talcntsy 
near 200,000 1*. 

One obfervation here, Sir, naturally occurs, which 
juftice to the TrUjlees of the Britijh Mufeum demandi. 
No public money has ever been more faithfully, more 
frugally applied to the purpofes, for wbidi it has 
been given, than ^hat they have received. Perhaps 
the TrnJIees of the Britijh Mufeum are the only body of 
men, who have never been fufpefted of want either of 
fidelity or ceconomy. I think, therefore, we m<y 
fafely truft them farther, not penurioufly, but largely, 
on a great, national concern, efpecially when their 
accounts are fb frequently fubmitted to the examina* 
tion rf parliaments 

Learning, Sir, and the polite arts, have fcatcely- 
more than three enemies, ignorance and ftupidity al^ 
ways, fuperftition often. The noble Lord with- die 
bk^ ribband ^^ who is at the head of the finances of 
this country, poffefles wit, genius, a great deal of 
true tafte, and a very cultivated underilan4ing. The 

* lo CheTaUes of the lean^ed Dr. Art>uthiioc>:th« .A^c 7>/fff Is valued s^ 
1931151. 
t JLord Kcxthy f kft IatA of cbt Treaf«r7, aod Chancellor oC tlie Exchequer. 

A m#ft 
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moft importaat eftabliifameat of this kingdom in tafte 
2pd literature npw fuppUcates the affifiance and pro* 
tcAion of this Boife. The fine arts have in lus Lord- 
fiiip a judicious admifer^ and of confequence a gene- 
rous ben(£aftor^ a powerful proteftor^ 



■pi^ 



Votes of April 29, ijjff 

A motion was made^ and the Qijeftton i>eing put, 
'^ That the refolution of this Houfe, of the lyth of 
^ February 1769, ibat Jolm Wilkes^ Efquire, ba%Atg 
^^ been in this SeJtBn^f Parliament y expelled fbis Hmtfe^ 
*' DDftf/, and iSt incapable of bang elelied a Member U 
^/erve in tbit prefeut Parliament ^ be expu9ged fron^ 
the Journals of this Houfe^ as being fubverfive of 
the Rights of cl^ whole Body of £ledors of thi^ 
' ]i;ingdom ;*^ 



it 

4i 



Mr. Wilkes faid^ 

Mr. Speaker, 

The important Rights of l^e6tioR in the peopli art 
fo deeply interefted in the Queftion, whici^ I think it 
my dyty to inove again to this Houfe, that no ^pfApgf 
can be neceflaiy fiwr my embracing this, and every, op- 
portunky^ which the forms of parliament permit, of 
brin^i^ this bufinefs again to our confideration« 

Every Eleftor in the kingdom, Sir, was injured by 
the refolution of the laft parliament in the cafe of the 

Xi Mdditfe^ 
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MiMeJ^x Mk^Hm, A fatri pmcfedeat is dieriebjr ^w« 
ated pif making an Inmpacity by a Vate^ of «biii Hiufe, 
where tlte law of the land/dnd cdmitaDB iH^bt^ len- 
deredl^tke ptny el^iblti Th^. wofds ofthe IMoktipa 
of the 17th of F^brutrjr, 1769, «>re,,f? Tint. Jdho 
*^ Wilkes, Efquirc, having been in this Seffion of Par- 
" liament, expelled this Hopfe, was, and is, incapa- 
'* ble of being elede^ a |4?)35l^?^^. to ferve in this pre- 
*^ fent Parliament." By this arbitrary and capricious 
Vote the Houfe eftabUflied an In^pacity unknown to 
the laws of the. Js^tid, . It is ii direfit affutning of the 
whole legiflative power, for it gives to the Refolution 
of one.rioufe the Ti^tue of an afit of th$ tcotirc'kgHla* 
ttti-d' tO' t^ind the whole. Thf King, the JUw?dt, the 
Commons* ^f the realm, fuffer iiiike fnoni tlmijruppa- 
tfeh. - It eff^tmlly deftroiys both the fc^m wd efence 
6f tlih free cenftitution. The right of teprq;fcittatbn 
^ taken away by this vote. It is diffieuh, Sh^f to de- 
eide, whether the defpotic body of mte, which rom- 
pofed the lall rott^en, parliament, imetidwi ^lyJ^he whole 
of their conduft in the ^liddlefex Ele^icms to cut up 
by the roots our moil invaluable Franchifes and Privi'- 
leges, or only to faprifice tqthe.rikge of an incenfed 
court one obnoxious individual. In either cafe the 
rights of the nation were betrayed by/^/ ParHftrtient, 
•ari fcfefely furretidwHi )«* .t^'^Wdfi:§f^tli««ikiter, 

W«T<ii»,. Sir, the g^ar<Hii|» pf tii^.lawji. It Jfewr 
dttty^ td iipppfe all ufurpjB^ ppwof ift tk^ "Ki^^ ^ 
%4yx,i^^x We are.^rim^lii when \i^ coAfpW to-^ 

ivfeea hfi q^lted tb§ office of i.ftrdMffor,JfclQV, 8j T77S^g^<5* * f*''^^ P^^*f!^ 
Of ^n attaci.1 0^ the liberty *pf tlie fu^efcby tho^Bcufi %f Urii%\\p preceding 

«Tho 
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Jhcerdfe of- any ilkgal power, much indre, whence 
« j^kfif pxeidHs^ orfolicit it ourfelves» This the late 

^ Houfc 

^ T)k U4 y^dr, tpm^emtn, lias pafled withoot any, attack on onr n^ xi\ pri- 

•■ /wlegjcsfrom the Houfe of Commons. 7bat arbitrary and unprincipled body has 

faeen almpft wholly employed, with the induftry and fpirit of fiends, in the vaio ^d 

.ivic^ed aK(pm|« of perfeaing their plans to ellabliih dejpoiifm in New EngLnd^ and 

. ^tfery in Ca^sda. T^iey have ftained the Britifli laurels with the guiltUfj Mood of 

cur fellow^Ubje^ in A»erica. But the Houjit f Lor^i early in the prefent year 

.mad^ ^ dire^ attack on the rights of every Commoner in England, and the elTentiai 

|)rivilfiges of this city. Thef ordered a citizen, Mr. Randall, unheard, into cuftody, 

.^ithoiit ^ny ts^o^tIl to a J '-try, only for difrefi^ejaful words againll a Member of thsir 

l^ox^ip £JU)rd Lyjtelton}. Ahhough parties, they endeavoured to cftablifh themfelv^ 

fudges in their own catife, in equal viodation of the dictates of common feofe and ji^ 

"t^f .ai^ lA the firft inflance, not by an appeM from an inferior coutt to them, as 

Jhe fupreme judicature of the kinjgdora. The GentUmn Vjhtr of the Bla k jRc3</[Sir 

V^i-aocis Moiyoeux] came repeatedly with his afliftaats ^ere to feize a citizcB j l»ut 

jpotwkhilaoding the exDrefsaCTertion in the order of the peers, that he (hoold find it 

* a /j^i*ff/ i^rrart for the attachment of the body of a freeman, Mr. Randall remained 
S^ in his own bonfe nailer ihp prote<$ioQ of the laws, and your Chief Magiilrate. 
The olficer gf-the Hoi^fs of Lords preferred an ignominious retreat to Wellminftcr to 

^ Jhe i^crtaio^ of his oyvn commitment in the city by a realy .ufai:>.t warrant, which 
f, would have iffued if he had pcrfevcred. He made a rejpoit of what be bid ntt donfi 
and that diljgraceful entry in the JmmaU of the Houfe of Lords gives us another de- 
XQoqiftratioi^ that in tbis/r^r country all ufurped aut^rity nanft in the end yield to 
.law and the conftitutio/i, for Mr. Randal has ever fince remained among us in per- 
Jfe^ fecuii^y, as luunolelled from the illegal attacks of the Lordi^ as Mr. Miller has 
.been frono the late fimilar outrages of tjie Commons, &c. 

J^r^m tjw pre-eminence, gentlemen; to which ypiu- favbur raifed m.e, I now r«- 
J^«i^with jAf^fure p^ my fgrmer {bt^ of one of yqxu: magiilrates, and to mingle with 
j^ tn^ ^ ray fellow-citizens, &c, &c, &c." 

* S^'H^^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^*^y ^^r ^11^> ^l^i " '^^ arbitrary power they [the 
.X^^j] havp alfumed q( if^o/ing ftes and ccmmr-ifig dtfring pleajuttf will now be ex- 
j^cifed in \Xs full extent;" and in a note he adds, " Tbe mm who rcfjh mr.d overcomes 
fbis inl^uiUHs power , aj/imed by tbe TyiigJU,. «*/? hefupfrted by tbt ivhuie people, We 
jkuvt ib'e ifiVffif eyrjidty' mtd want noibing but air ijttrepid Je^-r, .JVhen Ju^b a man 
:ft0m^fH'fbf.kt tbe vati'^n M to it^ It i*na ufs caufe^ but our own." 

. . . Junius, vol. II. p. 9$. 

. fxt aa iWWefs tathe Zfiyery pf jLtQi^^on from the.Sherif& Wilkes and Bull, dated 
-April 6» 1 772, it is feid," We »»ay congratul^e our countrymen that the number of 
4hefe UQ&irtuaate perfons to nttf i«een attempted to be^ncreafed this feHlon hf zof 
iMfgflkMo^*l ProckmatioMtf ^ comniitments dttrmg plfafurt^ made by iiber f tbe t^un 
X^t/a rfPurlmfent, Their l^te ufurpations on the perfonal rights and privileges of 
^e people feem to be given up -and furrendtjred. The ^ords haye not dared fo u»- 
f)(mfii|u£ional an order 0^ ixnphibnment, nor to ^nix)fe any ^es at their arbkruy 

L4 trtu 
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Houfe off Commons * did in the Addrefs to his Mi-* 
jefty to difpenfc with the laws by ifluing a Proclamatim 

for 

will fof o/Ivnces cognizable by yuria. No man has been committed at their bar for 
what their f^^tn^ not the laws, declare fedltioiis, nor for what they fo readily feid l 
libel on a brother Peer, nor have they venDired to condemn any ferfin on tbtfrfi, er^* 
gtKdi hmri.tg of a cfuff., ^ob'cb cuo^bt to rs//*- befir^ thtm only by at^penlfrom the inftrioP 
Courts uftcT tht w.rHul of a Jury, . The Houfe of Commons have tacitly aicquiefced 
in the claim made by many of our worthy fellow-citizens for tbs **topU at /arge, that 
the conftitnentshave a right to be filly informed of the proceedings of their fe^Vant* 
in Parliament. Their K»rf ? indeed aflert, '< that it is an indignity to, and a breach 
" of, the privilege pf thjs Hqufe for any perfon to prefumc to give, in written oc 
*' printed newfpapers, any account, or minutes of the I)cbates, or other proceedifigSy 
** of the Houfe, or of any Committee thereof:" but the ufurpation was apparenr, al 
well as the hJig nity^o their raafters, and the hr acb o^ the privileges of their cofifti- 
tuents Their other Refoiuti n in confeqi^ce fell into contempt| <' that i^|)oo difoo- 
*' very of tlic authors, printers, or publilhers pf any fuch written or printed newf|^ar 
" per, the Houfe will proceed againll the offenders with the utmbft fcvcrity." ^ 
veral honeH printers^ in defia^ice of their illegal orders, gave the public all the 
particulars of their proceeding during the laft Seffion, proceedings which tli» 
Houf e prudently endeavoured to hide i(i a daiioiefs fuked to their deeds, 
TKe moft natural «ffe<5l followed, a general abhorjenc© of them through tin 
r^tioiv The fame perfons, who aHerted our right the laft winter, have throu^ 
the prefent fi^Ilion continued the exercife of it in its fuU«^ extent- NotwitH- 
ftanding the Jitport of fhc *f Committer to ^xanpine into the fevMal fsBs and 
'< ciraimftanpes relative fo the late obilrudtions to the executioa of the orderf 
<< of the Houfe, and to confider what further proceedings may be require to eaforc9 
<< a due obedience ^hereto/' was, in exprefs tem^s, that the ticufop-iiM drifr, thtM 
the 'aid J. MiL L ER \t ultn into tujhd^ of the Sefjtsm mt jfhns tttoniifig tit Bomfe, the 
faid Mil LER is ftill at large, iti)l oontinii^ the fevereft attack upon them^by ftitbK 
fully pviblifhing tt)eir proceeding ftiU braves their indignation,* and— >lUepBieciiref« 
the city. Among the number of dail^ offenders of this Idnd^ the oomipf ma^ontx 
in the Houfe (^f Commons have not pfefumed to coinmit a fingle printeri aUhottgi^ 

ft That their praftice might h^ tvprf way confonpatile fo )|ieif pri^dples, the 
Houf: proceeded to advife the Crown to publifti a Fne/amation univeriaUy acltflow* 
letigtfil to be illegal. Mr. Moreton [Chief Juftice of Chefter, and Attomey-Geoeral 
to the Qop.enJ publickly * protefted agauiH it bebre it ^as ii&td ) ai|d'Lord MW* 
field, ihbi.gh not fcrupuloiis to ar\ extreme, fpeaKs of i^ with horror. It is remark? 
able 'enough li^it th« very men, whq advifed the BrocUmuimf and who hear it an^ 
raigncd every day both within doors and without, are ^ daring eooi^ghtf) litter on^ 
woid in it. defence, nor have they ventured to take the leaft notice' of Mr. tKtlki 
fijT ditcharging the perfons apprehended under it. ' 

Jbettprs oljuniuiy vol. II. p. t^ 
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fyt the apprehending of two perfoos, not fdons. Got 
honeft laborious Printers, Whd>le aB4 ThcMnlbn, in 

%7 the late Itiyal AUrrUii S/i/ they have invaded the piimaryinhcr^ rtgip qf hiH ' 
maa nature^ and the (Uvine inftitutionsy in the peribos of the dercendants pf the iatu 
noft exoeUent King, and, regardlefs of the cries of the itarvinj; poor, employed ^ 
thenfelves this whole Seflioa ooly to eoflave the EuqU/ of a Princet whole O^sayotf 
becomes every day more dearandiacredto all true Englilhmeii. The people are oovf 
Qude the jiidges of the conduA of ^ir reprefentatives ; and the fiiU exer^on of tfa^ 
tjttty wftbt prtfi^ that great bulwark of all our Ubeitaes, in fuppoit of the OQoftit% 
tiouy with the dther acquifitions for the public, will render this «ni ever memociblf 
,1a our annals. Thefe triumphs over the minifterial £i£Uon we bold more importsnft 
;i^ thils period, becaufe they have been gained, when the Chief MagUlnca of the ok* 
fital [WiiRam Najb^ Ejq\l had betrayed the rights he was chofim to defend, anA 
trampled npoci the known privileges of all the ele^rs of this great city, whidi h* 
liprSghc pradecsflbr [Brmjs Cn/by^ Efji\ vindicated with true ipirit and €ounv«^ 
4c,4ec» 

Mr. WWm in the firft Parliaxxtent of this reign had the honour of betog orderadtP 
^ taken intocuftody by the Gmtkmam UJhtr oftU BUck JTm/ attending the Hmfo ^ 
tmrdt « whtn ib»r L»d/blpt knew he was at Paris, In his letter, dated OdL as, 17649 
from Paris, to the Ele^ors of Aylefbuiy, whom he iormerly repnefe&led^ Ihe ground 
IpflbeconiplainKagainfthimtothe iLor^f isilated. The eomphunt originaled foai^ 
X^ S^i^ich. By an unnatural AlUemce between Church and Ssaie, between /jfaef 
.|4y ^^ord»andthe Right Reverend Father in Ood,/>r. fTtUiam ^m^t-itn, BiihopoC; 
CkMicefter, a complaint of privilege had been made to the Htufe •/ Ltrdsf that tte 
teKa» of iyarkurtoa had bgui put to fome mtes on the EJay $n ffman. Which th* 
Biihop difclaimeily'l believe with truth, certainly with great wannth* Tbopivm 
Sari and maek Biihop helped each other to put on tbaajpiriiuai armour, aod joiaei 
•thpir forces 'm this hoiji war, which they carried on with reJighus rage and fri^ 
mi»bf. In the letter fixxn Paris k is (aid, << AfUr the affmr efthe North Briton, the 
.^'/gosTiCininient bribed one of my fervants to fteal^a part of the Effiiy ou fFinuMt^ and 
f* fys Q(faer pieces, ggt of my houfe. Not quite a fourth part of the volume had been 
^ printed at my own private preis. The work had been difcontinued for man/ 
f' inooths,-belbrp I had the leiUl knowledge of the theft. Of that fourth part only 
f* twelve copies ^yere worked off, and I never gave one of thoie copies to any friend, 
f* In 1^ infomous manner did government get potfeilion of this new fubjedt of acco • 
f* fiation, and» except in the cafe of ^f«r«o« Sydney, of this new fpecies of crime ; for a 
*^ Stuart only oould make the refinement in tyraniiy of raniacking and robbing the re* 
** cedes of dofeii and ibidies, in order to convert private amufemems vt^ftate crimit* 
** After the fervant had been brib^ to commit the theft in his matter's houfe, th0 
f* moft a b a n doned man of the age libe Marl of Sandmitb'], who in this vHuous reign 
f* ^rifeo to Jse Secretary of State, was bribed to make a complaint to the Bwfi of 
^ tArds, that I had^«^^/l^an infiimous poem, which no man there had ever feeo* 
^It was read before that gi'eat aflembly of grave Lords an<l fhus prelates, excellent 
f*jut^ffltk (fndt^ry, aod ord^iped to lie on the table, for the c^rks of the Houfe 
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^'tJTiv Tflt i bajrc kowrd thii dty^ and frequently of 
1#<V <^l v^ry Houfe of ComcaoDS, aocwitbil^iog 

this 

'' to copff and to ^f ^/'y^ through the nation. The whole of this proceeding was, ( 
*'own/a public iufult on order arid decency; but w^'eoiiunlt&d hf the tiotfe •f 

• Lo'-dsf not by the accuied Member of the Hovfe of Comimtu,'^ 

journals of tlie Hoiife of Lords, Nov, 15, iyi$f wl. XXX. p.'4T5» 

* Cdmplalnt was made to t"he Houfe of a printed Paper, intituled j^ Effdjm fyomam^ 
wjth V. i ij to \Uiich the name of the Right Reverend Dr. Waiburtofi, Lord 
Bilh.jp DrGlmicefter, a Member of thj? Jloufe, is ^ffixsd, in bixacb of tiMTlhi- 
yjjfge uf ijiis Houfe, ^c. 

. ^i^d foTiie paila^feg in the faid printed papers being read, 

tt wa5 reftjlvei^ jby the Lords Spiritual and Temporal In Fjurliamdnt aflfeoAIe^ 
that a printed pa^ ler, intituled, ^ ^» EJay on fVomMPt,*' with the notet, &c. highly 
Tt;(I^rn^ Hpoii a Me0\ber of th^g Houfe, is ^ mgniieU: breach of the piivile^ 
Ihojreorj ^c, AiC* ', _ 

Journals of the Houfe of Lords, Jan. 23, 1764, vol, 3fXX.^ P«.45^f 
^ ;rhe Lord MffuHfldj Lpr4 Chi^f Juftice.of the King's Bench, fat Speaker. 
*' OrdfrcH^ That John fT/h;, pfquire, of Great George Street; Weftminfteiv 
riUw;i to le tt^e» :n Paris'] do attend this Houfe 'o^mrrorp fr' U^eflm^nH^r], 

Jpumals of the Hovife of Lords^ Jan. 24, 1^^641 vol. XXX. D' 45ff 

The Lord Aftfwi^e/^ f^ Speaker. 

' The Yeoinan Uflier, being called upon' to give an account of the fervice of th0 

Order of this Houfe for the attendance of Afr. /T/'A' , acqusunted the Houfe, **that 

•* he/ went, with rheir Lordihips faid order, yeifterday evening' to iWr H^iBe^s 

" houfe in Great George Street, Weftminfter ; and that Mr. H^tHess ttrvtik XM 

» •» him, ^e SeiieveJliis Mafler was in France, for that he faw a letter fi*om fmn oq 

** Tucfday iaft' frofn' Paris ; that he could not tell the date pfit ; but as he' was told 

^ It was fix days in coming, he foppbfcs it was dated about thb i ith of rtiis month.*' 

>' ^efohoei, by the Lof-ds Spirittiai and Temporal in Parliament aflemMed^ Tha| 

ft appearing to this Houfe, that John Wi/kes, Efquire, of Gcor^ Street, 'WeCt^ 

tninfterj is the Author and Publisher of the ** ijey on ff^oman/* vfi&i intiSf Jkc. 

^e he, for tbe faid offence, taken into the ciiftody of the Genthaim Vfift 9/ tbk 

"■ Accopdinrjly, Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliaftwnl: afi: 
!fe^bied, that the Gentlchtan UJhtr of tbe Black Rod, attending tfeis Houfe, do 
yoRTMwiTH laf Paris'] attach the body of the faid Jobn^H^Uket, )u>4bi^ him 
%i iufe citftody to the Bar of this Houfe, to anfwer for tlie^aid ofibncej Audio's 

jhali be ycu>- f-£ici^nt n arrant in tliat behalf. 

To Sir Septimus Retomfon, Knight, Gentleman UJler ef the Bisak X«/atte(iiUn| 
%fs Houfe, his Deputy or t)epiiti€s, and every of thcrtl. " 

' -Domiirius M mfield, Capitalis Jufticiarius Baoti Regii, deciaravit praefciw Parr 
Uamentum continuandum effe ufqite ad et in diem Mercurii, vicefimum ^oiotom 
•^iem inltantis Januariii, hora undecima Aurorse, Dominis fic decernentibui. 
■' This \ihconftitutional poiver of the Gentleman VJber of ih*' Slack H^, an itfm «*i/, 
^ •^'{■w^rhe Lirds have fFcq«ently itod fordy chaftifed the nation^ Was^^jiCiClroj^e^ 
'3 V 
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tkii 9lv4 ma»y pther yloktions of freedom, fpoke» 
of here wfth gre^t ^ppl^ufe, . Gentlemen, Sir^ loofci, 
much difpleafed. There is not, however, Sir, I anf 
fatisfied, one Gentlenian of the law, who will now get 
up "in hi? pUceJ ?fl<I I^i^X the illegal Proclamatm^ 
urbich was protefted againft in this Houfe by ibme of 
the aWeft Lawyers among us before it iffued^ and has 
finoe been untverfally condemned. It was by me &t 
ifide judicially, and a man apprehended under that 
Jioy4fl Proclan24^tm difcharged *. 

I obfeire 

by ^fr, fP^tJkes in 17751 Although it may continue a rod 6iati£erf it wiUbtmi 
loi^^r a P9d 9^/rtt^b or o^prefimi^ ^fst^t f ruie tbtpeopU^ It is Muh^ and liki0 
upto a rtid, 

T\^ Z^ordf^ Stplrii;u;d and Tempora), r^fahn^gf on the. motion of JUvd ^nfi* 
wich, that Mr^ IVilku bad pitkl^ed a poezny iiv^ch be conceajiled i^nna. every 
friend, and thty g^y^ to the worki, demoo^trated a toterahle ihare both of fiiUj^ 
and £alfehQod in their tonUhifis. It was progwirly indeed moved \ff the ^Khec o^ 
all finaud an4 treachery j tut m^Juod deemed.il in (heir LordAipea ptmiiMtim 
^itifoot the le^ *fql9ur pf jnftice» v^ry iyiheip0miqg the Suprem^Cpiu% ef ♦]«• 
dicature in the kingdom, very becoming the Old Bailey. - 1 fludl- condnde this dil^ 
fSTdefiivd. hDfiiiefs^wH)! the w<ifr4» ^f Mr. /#V4k« itlfae &r of thft Coiwt of XjQK^ 
9eaehy April fto,- i76*v '^ ► 

. « As to. the Pther ch^jge eg^in^ime for the /mI^h/imi of a p9eqil» ^ivhich hat 
giv«n juft offence, I will affert that fuch an idea never entered my mind. 1 blidt 
again at the recollefSlion that it has beenec-eay time, and in any way, brought to 
the public eye, anddrawn fimm the obfcnrity in which it remamed under my 
rati. Twelve popies of a iinaU part of it had been printed «t my beufo sft 
my own private pre&. I had carefidly locked them^^, and I never famr«iie if 
my moil intimate friend. Qovemmenty after^theaffiur of tfaeiyTirr^ Briton, bribed 
one of my fervants to rob one of the €Op^ which was produced m the Heufe 0/ 
Peers, and afterwards before this henouraMe Court. The^iation was ]uftly of- 
fended, but not with me, for it was evideortiiai I had not heep' guilty of the leaft 
ofience to the publie. J pray God f fa^^ive^ as J d», the Jupyy-mbo havi found m 
puiLTY OF PUBLISHING « Poem I toHttalsd wtb tartf and whieS is'no^ even yHi 
YVBLisHEDy if a precife meaning cto be afiiaced to any word in o«r lenguage.** 

The deepeft guilt was Lord MansfieM^s, for the Jury were partly ioihared by 

the iubtleties and pretend legal dillin^hons, partly cajoled by the tiodb, winks, 

and fmiles, of that arcb enemy of freedom, the artftd Scottiih Chief Juilice, who 

hurried on, and tried this caufe, while Mfr. f^/lkes w^s dangeroufly Ul in his bed 

^ at Paris from the confe({uences of an afiidr of honour. 

^ The attack of the late Htnfe cf C t n m m u en the poor Prf»/«rf,' who were pro- 
tefted ^ illr. I^TMraod rwo other flss^pftrates, is of ib remacMAe •* niture, and 
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I obferve, Sir, on all occafions, a Tendcrncfs ♦ for 
the proceedings of that Parliament, which is in na 

refpe& 

%as been attended with fiich happy confequences Co the pvibHc, that k os|^ to b« 
f Wen at large. Since the beginning of that conteft to the prefpn^ time, tbt ptoft^ 
liave regularly been informed of the proceedings of r^«/r/«;*«tfii/im the Hoitft of 
Commons, in the making of laws to bind them. Almoft every Aewfpaper has 
«l\iring the Seflkm of Parliament given us in a formal manner the Minutes and D<- 
^is of both Houfes, under their refpe^ive heads, Houfe vf Lotdt^ and Houft •§ 
Cmmmi. This is an acquifition of no fmall importance to the public in a itate, 
■where the people have fo confiderable a ftiare in the government. It was a vifioiy 
obtained in the caufe of liberty, not^indeed fo glorious a$ that of Minden^ nor fb im^ 
poKtant as that of CutloiUn, but meriting civic crowtti to three magiflrates. The 
following KefolutioQ of the Houfe of Commons, however, ftiil continues on their 
Joumab. 

Journals c^ A.\ifl 13, 173S, voL XXIIV^p. 14^ 
Refblved, ** That it Is an high indigiuty to, and a notorious breach of the 

* privilege of, this Houfe, for any News-writer, in letters, or other papeta (as 
••• MinttteSf or \inder any other denomination), or for any printer or pi^Iiiher bC 

* any printed News-paper, of any denomination, to prefume to mfert in the faid 
*• letters or papers, or to give therein, any account of the iUiatts, or other pro* 
^ ceedings of this Houfe, or any Committee thereof, aS weH during the retefs, ate 
^ the fitting of Parliament ; and that thii Houfe will proceed with the ntmoft f^^* .. 
^ verity againft fuch offtnders.'* . . '^^ 

• &A the oo«ut of Inquifition even at G^a e^r endeavour to throw a niove Stygian 
iJioom over their liorrid proceedings tlian the reprefentatives of a freo peopl* 
^ 1»y the fcregoing refolution ^ <f bo glorious triumph of the friends of the peo^ 

• PH 

* ,Tbi&i» happily aecottnted for m thofa i^comparaMeiiues ol tha <^ Epiitie to 
ADr. Sbebbearc" publtihed the laft montl^ whece th« poet apoftrophizes tlip 
i Houfe of Commons : 
Thricd has the fun commeoc'd his anonal ride, 
fiioQl, fiitt of yeais wA praife, thy m^thtr dieii. 
'Twas then i &w th(», with jCKtiltiog ey^Sy 
J^ fiecond phoanix, from her atef rife ; 
Mark*d all the graces of thy Ic^al creft, 
tweet with the perfume of its partm neit 
lUr* cjbick. \ how worthy of all cm^ tgrfffet^ 
|Iow fofr, how echo-like, it chirp'd addrejfet, 
Froceed, I cry!d, thy fuU-fledg'd phunes unfoM^ 
£ach true-blue feather ihall be tipt wUh gold. 
Ordain^ thy race of future bxae to n^. 
To do, whate'er thy m'4bgr left undone. 
]a all ^r fmooth, obfequious paths proceed, 
ISw^ koow, jioor «jf9/ui9n want? a bead Fa|C »> 
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ttfped merited. If, however, they hid been guUty 
of no other outrage againft the freedom, or the fub- 

^\t over the fajf tomspt HouTe of Commdns (hall be given from their own Jouf- 
Dais. The Chace of a brace of Printers^ by the b^nmls of Xxird Norths and the.* 
Zr^bnmdi of the King, as his Majefty's melTengers are called^ with all the dfM»* 
Uings and turnings, will perhaps be amufing. Lord Noith*s paek rf hnuiJi are 
acknowledged to be the moft ftauncfa, and the beft-fiBd in Europe, as well m 
ttf have the moft expert vtbippcr'in. 

Journal of Feb. 8, 1771, voL ItXXIII. p. 139- 

Complaint being made to the Houfe, of the printed News-paper, intitulec^ 
*< The Gaauttitr and Ntw 0«ijr Adv$Jtifn, Fridsj Ftbrvary g, X77I9 printed £dr 
« It. Thom^JfM ;" and alio of the printed News-paper, intituled, << Tht MdScftg 
" ynamat, •r CbroBitle pf tikirP^ frmn Ttuftlayy Ft^iry 5, f ThmJiUyt Ftkrumjf 
* 1 77 1, printed for J. fVbthiei** as milreprefenting the fpeeches, and reHeAiBC 
en feveral of the members of tliic Hoolb^ in contempt of the order, and ja broack 
•£thc privilege, of this Hoitfe ? 

Ofdeitd, ThatthefaidX. T<&<Nii|^ do attend this Hoiife upon Mo^ 
next. 

Ordered, That the faid^.^r^do attend this Honft upoa Monday moniiiy 
next. 

Journals, Feb. 11, 1771, vol. XXXIII. p. 154, 

Ordered, th^ft the faid R, IMffim and 7. If7it&/t do attend this Houfe upoa 
t Mottday morning next. 

Journals, Feb. 14, 1771, voL XXXIII. p. 162. 
Ordered, That the faid R, Thompfoa and 7* ff^c^U do attend thia H<Mfe upoa 
^ Titefday morning next. 

Journals, Feb. 19, 1771, voL XXXIII. p. i S3 and 184. 

The order of the day being read, for the attendance of it. Tbmff^ and J, U^bMe i 

and the laid A. Tbt^mfinmiiJ. fFhM IMC altendii>t » Um meflen^ to whAm th« 

orders of the 8th day of this inftant February were delivered, being called upon to 

gtye ,an account of tlie fervice thereof, ac<{uainted the Koufe, That he had ferved 

the orders tif the (aid 8th day of February, for the atteodanee of the (aid it. ^%€m^ 

' j«* and 7? 'i^^^y vpoQ Monday the nth day of this instant February } but that 

• he has not forved them with any furthir order for their atttodaoce, en thisd^Tj) 

iec&c. 
'* Ordered, That X. Tbomfffiii do attend this Honfe upon Thtufciay mocning ntxt» 
Ordered, Tlot J, U^Uhh do attend this Houfe upon Thurfday monuog next. 

Journals, Feb. 21, 177 1, vol. XXXIIL p- 194- 
The f<nreral orders of the day being read, for the attendaoct ol JL nev^/^ jo^ 

And the faid R. Thomffon mtd J. H^hthit not attending^ according to ectef 
the meflenger, to whom the faid orders were delivered^ being ciUed lapgn^ 
to give an account of the fervtoe thereof, acquainted the Ho6fe» Tbtt be wait 
cnchehoMfeef Che faid R.-rkm^fitfonTv^^aif Evening la(ti and WHOgafotmei 
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jed:,tMs alone td^&ing the liiddkfex.ZyiStUtj^i 
by which (he coaflkution is overturned^ was fufficient 

for 

%ffki$ IbrvwK, ciMt be w» not »t home^HMi left a cop^r of . the (HSiiiy£brthe.9N 

ieodenoe of the iaid A. Thmffmt with Ibe ieid fervan^ ^il (iefire^ Jhim. ta give- 

ilR$ ^tfne to his maftcr wImb toe came 2)oroci that he, the faid melfeoger; went 

'Ugauton Wadner<ii^r morning to the bmiCe of tbe isudii. Thomffutt an4 w^ agsu* 

•inlomiei^ that he was not at boiae^ 

The mefTeiigei alfu acquainted the H6iife> That be; went oa Tue(dfty evcnipC 
lafl to the huiTfe of the faid J, Wb'fbii i -tha^he was told he was not at home, but 
was cxp«a!ed ^vwj mimtfei' ttiat he tvaited ^ the houfie of Che .(aid jf.UUiekk 
Sotat time, - biH he not returning^ hc^ the meflenger, )eft a copy of the pr^er ior 
liie dUendanee of the faid J. tyhtkit at his Houfe, and defused it might Jk fives 
' liira on hss return ^ and that on calling again 9n Wediiefday mornitig at the boi^e 
«if the faid J. ^%ikitj he was agaui iitformed that he imrp not at horoe^ 

Or^redi That R, J^Jmm^ do. attend this Jloufe upon Tuefda^ mornng oaatiu^ 
Ordered, That the fervice of the i:iid Order, hy leading a copy «£*■(&< (ame^ 
Che Miask place of abode of ^ faid JR, Ttx^pftM^ be . deemed equal /to perioral > iet-*. 
vice, and be good fervice. •• 

Oidered, 3;3tatiti«e .fisrvtoe of the faid Order, by leaving a copy of. the £ame 7t 
the ufiial place of abode of the iaid 7. JfbebUf be deemed equal to perfonal fervic^ 
and be good fervke. 

'* * Jonrnftls, Feb; i8, 1771, vol. XXJCIIt. p. act* •' ' "^ 

The feveral orders of the day, for the attendance of R, TbwtftjMi and Ji 9f3Mi^' 
being read; • 

And "the faid R. Tbm^fin and J- fH»tbU not attending, skjcordihg to ^le^ the 
meffenger, to whom the faid orders were deliverevly being c^cd u|ibn,'to{p8ref 
an acqcunt of the fervice thsM^of, adqtiairited '^ Honfe^' tliat he weht to the houfe 
Cff th^faki'y. ft^MJiy ih Pattfr-ndftei' Row, bn'Yhui'fday'evieninglafti\atod ficlSng 
informed by his iet^m. that he was hot at hcjtne; lie fhCv^ed th^- faii ferradt'ihe 
^rigfteal* enter for the ift^ndancc of -the feid J. Whtbkf and lelb^a (fbpy (hereof *ywch ' 
-the f^<fer\^nt, and dejifed him to 'give the iaitie'toliis hitffterwhen'fatf-caiyie^ ' 
')l0Ae r which the fnd iervaf^ ]m»nifed' to do.' - ' ' .* '' 

*ffib £iid tn^ftger alfo aequainte<l the Houfe, that lie ^<ttit . t6 the^ hbula -^^fha 
thdd It. ^Hmpfm iA 'i9e\Vgate Street, on • Thurfd^^ ^ e^^enkig'lai): ,^ thsit hs^-^mg Cdld 
ke was not at home ; and th:\t then he (hewed the original order for the attendiatce' -^ 
i^ibQ*iaM^'itfTb9mpffin td, and left- a ec>]^n;h6i«^ with, ^iil^erV'imti-iffln^'^ire^ 
bhn to ^hre fhe^fame to hif MaiWj-^ which lie Itke^He prhhifitecl to ^Id*- ' * •' '♦ 

Ordered, That the laid* y»?m'»^<*/*\be, for 'his coHteshptj in not obeying the 
tfrdter^*thte Ilonfe,'W*lfe atrciidartte wth61l«i€eta^^ tabina'kilor tiMulf ^ 
the Serjeant at Arms, or his Deputy, attending this Houfe. . ,u^i>^^ ''^^ 

• GrdiMy That'*the fakl^.- ^^tH/ftn^^; &r 'his»«ai*«apt5 ia >&ot i;(beyla^*tiat»' 
«i<iier «Fth^«!'Ho^fef for his atafttdanceMon'the Hottfe^thisii^> :takaa ifiimf¥i^l^^ 
4atly'«iMl^ei'j(Mnt^t^«^irB^ ^.■. ;4,r; - .> 
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fi^ thieir. full difgracc in the tnnals of our ^UnCrjnb 
Tfa^|>refeat queftion has been fiiUy debated cwioej# 

this 

THe^Bepoty Serjeant aC'Aqns attending this Honft,* b^bBf^criM up6a Op fim Hi- - 
account of tbefeivic« of the orders of the Hoato of TuDftlgqr faift» ibr takioft iObowtt-., 
tody 3^. If%<4/^ and >/2. Tbomp/on acquainted the Houie» tittt, Cbragb. he had heeMb- 
veralrCinfes ^^thie x^^^eaive houfes qf kh^ £ud J^. X^/r/ jMd B..Tb9mf>/(mrmaim^ 
made diligent fearclj^ after them» ia order to takA thm Mio cuAodifyii^^bcd^iet ]^ 
becojble.to meet with either of tjiem*. ^ . v •. •: ^ii ' ^ 

ReTolved, That an humble addrefi be prefehted to.HitJlilaj«fty, >TM he«wii %^ 
iraciouily pleafed to tfllie His Royal Fmetam ition, for sppte^oiissigMip iuA J'^f'^ 
iUsoad J^^l^^ffen, with a promife of a .reward for the iaioe. ,.' i 

Journals, March 7, 177 ty ycA. XXXIlIr p. »34i' 

Mr. i^»/nv^reported to the Houfe, That their Adilrefs of Monday ikift (th^tt S^ 
M^efty would be gracioofly pleafed to iflue His Royal Prociatfuijiottf 4ot apprehend- 
ing y, fFbchit and R,, Tbofjtffonf with^ promiie of reward for the. fisat) bad b0|n^^ : 
pre^n^ to His Majefty ; a^ jthat His M^dky .had eomraendediiini to.ac()iCii«t ~ 
this Houfe, that he .:w,itl give dire&ioas accordiogly. >^r ^> . > . > • ^ 

His Maje^'s FmhtiMtkm^ Ufued in ^^ibaace of the (aid Addrei^ kji^ k^- . 
Joweth; , . .. . 1 --'. 

By the KIN O. ' . \ ,^ 

A ? Tt a C L A M A T 1 O N, ^ '^ 

For afi^ebnkbtigjtibn Wi^U and R. *tbomfir^ t . 
fe i 12 G i? 22. "^ . .-^ •:: 

Whereas on.the eighth day of February 1^, complaint being made to the Hottfir . 
©f Com^jpns of the prineed news-paper, enuiled, .The Gazetteer and New J>?^y . 
Advcjrtifcr, Friday, February 8, 177 1> printed fqr R. Tia«/>/i«; and alfo of th* '* 
printed news^papcr, entitled, The Middlefex. Joqn\al, or Chronicle of Liberty, froin 
Tueixlay February 7, 1771, printed for J, f^bebie, as mifreprefenting the Speech5S» . 
and ]^edting on feveral of the members ofxhe faid Houfe, in. contempt of the ofder, 
and in breach' of this privilege, of the faid Houfe; it was ordered, that thciaid 
J. JTbdle and R. Tbompjon Ihould attend the feid Hoi^fe of Commons ; and they not 
having obeyed the faid order, it was thereupon ordered, by the faid Houfe of Com- 
inohs^ diat the faid J. Wk'lyk and JR. Tbwtpfm ihould be taken irito^the ciiftc^^ofihe 
^^rjetat at Arms attending the faid Houfe, or his-Depivy.v*Artd whereafiithelaid ' 
%ftptiCy Serjeant having iuformedthe Hoiife, that he had not been able co m«e&with 
theittki J Wbtltie'sad R.-tb'mfJom, or eith^ of them, Chotigh he had beenfevvrai 
tim^'at their fef)>6Aive hoiifiss, and had maidfe diligtnt feareh after them» • to take 
'fheiil mto COftody, an tuntf>ie adttreft batb been frtjented to^Ui hy tbfM[>iifbtty ^uiiums, 
and BurgeJJci^ ana tbe Gtiitmgi^ntrs-fir Sbiret^nd Jht'-gbtpiit^apHaiaenrttffiiftifieidytbM^ 
f9t -^jtpjfJd 6e grciiiujiy pieaj<4 $9 iffut <iur Reyal Proclamad'jny fir a^prebending tbe fnU 

J^bn 
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^liis Ptrliament, many times in the la(l Houfe of CcMll^ 
fnons, and I believe every precedent quoted^ i^'hick 

could 

Jtia tl^hM mid H. thfrnpfiHf 4irt»6 « frmmft «/« ttwrA fw thtfmmt we hav^ 

anm^ fit* bf and with llw advice of oUr Ptivy Council, to iflne this our Royal Pro* 

•JMIMirimt bunbf ftfunng md eomwtmuSttg mil our loving fithft^i tohaff^t^nr to i\fcv9€r 

mit^fnkmi^ or canfe the iaid ^ete WhAU and K, nMi^>«, or «kher ofthM, M 

\% difcoverad and appnbandadi and to carry him or thdm before fome of oiir JuT- 

fioee of the PMoe^ er Chief Mas^ftrate, of the county, fown^ or place, where he ot- 

thejr Audi ba apfreheiidadt who are refpe^vely requir«Al to fe€ure the iakl J^hm 

tfWk and K. Tlbea^f^y aod thereof V^fpnd^ mtiit f 9H »/ tut furincipal $§er€t»ifs 

if ^MtfTy totbacod he or they may be forthcoming, to be dealt withal and proceedea 

againil acoonlifig to law. And for tbt prttfuuttm •/ m oftape of the find Joht Wbtkh 

«id Jt. Tbmpjft or either of them* iiOo ^artt btyond tbt fist, we do require and com- 

nuuVd all oar officers of the cuilomsy and other our officers and fuHjeAs of and iri 

til^ir<ilt)eAlve ports and maritime to\%*ns and places within our kingdom of Grriit 

Britain, that they» and every of them» in their refpe^tive places and ftations, ht tkf4^ 

' Jul tmi SHgtm m tbi msminsikit ofsOptrfoHt tbatJbaU psfi w endunt ur to fmfs hyotid 

/W /mi} and if they ihall difcover the faid Job» tVbtbU and ft. Tbomffin, or either of 

them) then to caufe him or them to be apprehended and fecured, and give notice 

thereof as aforeCaid. And we do hereby ilriAly charge and command all our iovins 

ftibje^, as th»y will anfwer the contrary at their perils, that they do not any ways 

conceal, but do difMvei- him or them) the faid John H^bMt and R. Tbem^fon, to th0 

end he or they may be fecured. Andfor the encouragement of all perfons to be dU 

ligent and careliil in endeavouring to <iticovet' and appr&hend the faid^"^ fFbthh 

and A. Tbomfjofi, we do hereby further declare, that whofoev^er ihall difcover an4 

apprehend the faid Jobn HHnbk and R» TbtrnpfoH, or either of them, within thre* 

wedu from the date hereof, and ihall bring him^or them, tile faid John iVhtkh and 

It. Tbmffiif, before fome juftice of the peace or chief mngtflrate as aforefaid, ihafl 

have mi receive, as a rtwMrdfir tbt Sfcowry^ afprthtnding^ and 6riHgi0g the faid 

Jobm fflftbh and R, Tbmpfin^ or cither of them, btfirefUtb ju/liee tftbi peaet or chief 

roagiftrate as afore&id, the {wanA Fifty Tfmniif^ tcub : Which our Commiflionete 

irfour Treafury are hereby required and direaed to pay accordingly. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, the eighth day of March, 177 1, in the elevenfli 
year ofourreigik 

GOD iave the KING. 

y$b» M#Mr was apprehended, and difcharged by Mr* Wilkes, March 1$^ ITJU 
If admioiftration had wiihed to have tried the legality of the Xifig*t ProdsMtukm^ 
they had the fulleft evi«)ence againil Mr. ^i^llkes under his hami, for he wrde /it 
famt 4«y an account of hit cooduA on that occafion to Ltrd HtUlftx, one of His Ma^ 
jeity's principal Secretaries of State. This was ceitainly the ffttdynaitt required to 
be given to a Secretary of State by the ?rocUmmi«n, Mr. Wilkes took this oppor* 
tuQity «f rtntmm^ kh (orft/ftmltHct with the Earl ol Hali£»x« 

duudhaa 



ioiitd he produced, from times the irioii fkvouratkj 
ts well as the moft hoftile^ to liberty, from the re- 
markable 

• ' Ouiidiufi of l^ndofli jSJarch 15^ 177x4 

My Lordi 

I had tbi honoar c>f ofllciaring !hts dfif is the Sittiri^ Juftice at GtrildhatL . 7^ 
iVbebU the Publiiher of the Middlesex Jcrafnal/ a freeman of London, was appre- 
hoBdted and bixHi^t before inc by Edward Twine Carpenter, who appears to b€» 
tbatither a ConibHlej nor Peaoc-Oflftcer of this City. I demanded of what crim«i 
Whdble i»as accofed, and if oath had beert made of his having committed any ftlonf 
br breach of tjw peace, or if he lay under a fufpicion ftfong enough to jtlft!fy his ap- 
^Fohedfion or detention. Carpenter anfwered,- th^t he did not accufe Wheble 0/ 
any crime, but^iad apprehended him merely lii confeqiisnce of Bis M^iftfs Procia-^ 
mati90, for which he claimed the r<hvan,l of 56L As 1 found there was no legal 
taufe of complaint againft-I^Ae^/*, 1 thought it dearly linly duty to adjudge, that he 
had been apprefherided in file City ilUgalfy, in direct violation of the rights of ad 
£rigliihman,and of the chartered f>riviieges of a citizen of this metropolis, and to ^x/- 
eJ>arge hirii. He then made a formal complaint of the aflault upon him by Carpen- 
ter. I therefore bound him over to profecut6 in a recognizance of 40I. and Car- 
jitnter to appear and anfwer the complaint at the next Quarter Seffions of the PeaCb 
for this City in a recognizance of 40L himfelf; with two fureties in recQ[|;m2anGot 
of 20L ezich. I 3di> My Lord, 

Yoor Lttrdfliip's itioft obedidnt^ 
iUg^t timmrMetbi humUe Sendfit^ 

EaritfHalifaxi JOHNWiLKISI, 

Extract from the Guildiaall itota Book. 

Guildhall,' March 15, 1 7;jr. 
John 01>eB/eithe Publiiher of the Middlefex Journal, tvas this day brought before 
ilr. Alderman fVi/kes at Guildhall, by Edwaid Twine Carpenter, a Printer, being ap- 
Jjrehended by him in confeqtience of a Proclamathn.'m the London Gazette of Satur- 
day the 9th of March inftant ; but the faid Edward Twine Carpenter not haviu'g 
any other reafon for apprehending the faid Mr. ffle^Ie than what appeared in that 
Proclamation y the faid Mr. fyiebk waS difcharged; and then the faid Mr. Whebla 
charged Carpenter for affaulting and uhlawfoUy imprifoning him, and on his making 
fljlth of the offence, and entering into a recognizance to profecute.Carpehter at the 
next Seflion in Londo'n, Carpenter was ordered to find fdreties to anfwer for this 
i>iFence, which he did, himfelf being bound in 40L and his two fureties in :tol. each|- 
and was thereupon difcharged.^Carpenter requefted a Certificate of his having 
■ggrehended Wbtble^ which was given himi 

; , Gtfildfiall,March t5, i*f7r. 

Tha is to certify, that Jolfn JUaebie the Publifher of the Middlefex Journal was " , 
ftus^ apprehended and brought before me, one of His Majefly's Juftices of th^ 
peace- for the City of i^ondoh^ by £dward Twin)& Carpenter, of Hofier-Lane, Lon* 
(ktig Pjiitter. . JOHN WILKES, Alderman. 

M On 
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msrkable cafe of WoUafton in the reigaof King Wil* 
Ham, to that no kfs celebrated of Walpole, in the lat- 
ter 

On the application otCsrpentif to the Treafury for tJic reward of 50L pwwnifed ti» 
the King's PrceUmati^Hj said prbdocinif the above ceitiiicatiey he was dlfoiiffed witb 
infolence, and tbatf with many other rtymi debt.', is ftill unpaid. R. Thmpfitif th» 
«ther peirfon defcribed in HisMiajefty's Procramation/wasafterwtirJs apprehended) 
and carried before Mr. Alderman' Oliver, who dtfcharged him. 

The circumdances of the whole buTmefs of Mi7/«r, and the tommitment of Mr. Wil> 
liam Whitham,- one of the meflengers attending the Hovfe of Commons, are gives 
in the ** Report from the Committee appoinoed to examine tfiCo the fcveral fa£te 
** and circumftances re'.ative to the late obftrndlione to the execution €»f the orders 
*< of thk Houfc," publiftied by order of the Houfe of Gimmonsir 1 {hall however 
9M fome o^er particulars nut given at large in the Journals^ 

€ofy of the JFarrgnifir mpprebtnim^ J, MilUr, th: Priitifr of the London K-pentn^ Tofi, 
WHEREAS the Houfe of Commons did^ on Thurfd'ay the 14th oftfeib inftane 
March, adjudge and order, that J. Miller (for whom the news-paper intituled The 
LotiJon Evening Poft,- fi*om Thurfday March 7, to Saturday March 9, 1771, pur- 
ports to be printed, and of which paper a complaint was made in the Houfe of 
Commons off the faid fourteenth day of March) be, for his contempt in not obeying 
the order of ttic faid Houfe upon Thurl'd:iy the fourteenth day of this inftanC 
March, taken into the cUilody of the Serjeaiit at Arms, or his Deputy, attending thte 
feid Houfe. 

Thefe are therefore to rcqliirie yoti forthwith to take into your diflbdy the ^ody of 
the (aid J. Miller, and him fafely keep during the pUsfure of the Jmd H''t'f« and all 
Mayors, Bailiflis, Sherifis, Unxler SherifirSj Coniiables, and HeadboroughSf and 
«very other perfon are hereby required to be aiding aind adliHing to you or yottf 
Deputy in the execution thereof. For which this fhall be youi* lUtlicienC war- 
rair. Given under my hand, the fifteeotb day of March one thoufand ievdii 
hondred and feventy-onc. FLr. NORTON, $pe^. 

To Nicholas Bonfoy, Efq; Serjeant at Arms, attending the Houfe of Commons, 
or John Clementfon, £fq; his Deputy, or to William Whitbam, ond of the 
mefifengers attending tlie Houfe of Commons. 

To all and every the Coaftables and other Officers of the Peace for the Cify (^ Lon- 
don, and the Liberties thereof, ^hum thefe may concern, and to the Keeper of 
Wood-Street Compter. ' ' 

Itoondon to wk, 

Thffe are in his Majefty's name, to command you, and every of you, forthwitfi 
Safely to convey and ilcliverinto the cuftody of the faid Keeper, thfe body of WiW 
Jiam Whitham, being chained before us, tlu-ce of his Majefty's Jidlices ofthe ifeiot 
In and for the faid City and Liberties, by the oath of John Miller, Henry Page, John 
Toi^piDi, and Robei:t Page, for aflanlting asid unlawfully imprifoDtng him the iaiA 

Joh» 
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ler end of Queen Anne. An Archangel defcendin^ 
among us would fcarcely give a new, original idea on 

this 

John Miller, in breach of his feid Majefty's peace ; whom you, the faid Keeper, a' e 
hereby required to receive, and him in your cuftody i^ly keep, for want of fureties, 
ittitil he ihall be difcharged by due courfe of law j and for your fo doing this (hail be 
to you, and to each of you, a fufficient warrant. Given under our hands and feals 
this 15th day of March, 1771. 

BRASS CROSBY, Mayor, L. S. 

JOHN WILKES, L. S. 

RICHARD OLIVER, L. S. 

Journals, March 20, 1771, vol. XXXIIl. p. 275. 

The Order of the day being read, for the attendance of Morgan, Clerk to the 
Lord Mayor of the City o^^London, with the Minutes, taken before the I^rd 
Mayor, relative to the meflcnger of this Houfe giving fecurity for his appearance at 
the next General Quarter Seffions of the Peace for the City of London to anfwer t^ 
fnch indi^ments as may bp preferred againft him, for the fuppoCed alTault and f;dfe 
imprifonment of J. Miller. 

And Jimes Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayor, attending accordingly, h^ was 
called in ; and tlie Book, containing the faid Minutes, being produced b/ the faid 
James Morgan, was brought up to the Table j and the Entry of the laid Minutes 
therein contained, was read ; 

Ordered, That James Morgan, Clerk to the Lord Mayor, do at the Tahloixput^e 
the faid Entry. 

And the Ciid James Morgan expunged the faid Entry at the^ Tstble accordingly. 

Junius obferveSy By mere welence, and wit kwt the Jhadcmo of right , they have ex« 
VUNOED /j&# rtcord of a Juificiai proceeding. Netting remained but to attribute to their 
apfa Vrte a fvwfr tfft'ippi*'g the ivhoie dijlrihutim tff crimtnai and civil jujlict. Lord 
Chatham vtry properly called tbit tht ACT or A Mon, not o/a Senate, 

Junius, vol 11. p. 160. 
Journals, March ao, 1771, voL XXXIII,^p. 276. 

Ordered, " That no other profecution, fuif, or proceeding, be commenced, or 
^^ed on, for or on account of the faid pretemied aflault, or falfe imprifon • 
ment/* 

. . Notwithftanding this Order, Mr-. fViJkts on the 8th of April 1771 delivered in at 
jthe Court of Quarter Ssflions of the Peace at Guildhall the two following K'covnt- 
saan'-^^, together with thofe of John fVbthle and Edward H^oine Carpenter, and another 
ipr a Telony committed by b^rah Ferrand. 

London to wife, 

John Miller, of Pater-ftolter Row, London^ Printer, 20L 

V Vpon condition, that if the above boundien JohnMilkr ihall perfonally appear at 
•be next Seilions of the Peace to be holden for the City «C London, and then and there 
irrofccBtc the. law with effedt, and give evidence on his Majefty's behalf, upon a bill 

* Ma <rf 
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this fubjeft. I Ihall therefore rcferve myfcl^ Sit^ 
fpr the reply^ if I hear any material objedtions to th^ 

motion 

«f in<UamenC to be exhiBited ro the Grand J^ty agaiaft ITJlUmff^iibamy for af- 
faiilting and foUely imprifoning him the faid J':bu MiiUry in breach oi his faid 
Majcfty's peace: and in cafe the fame fhall be foui^d and rettMiied by the faitt 
jiuy to be a true BiU } then if the faid John Mtlhr Ihall peyfenidly appear before 
Ihe Jurors that (hall pafs on the trial of the faid JViUwrn JVbtibatn, to be holde«: 
for the faid city at the GuildhaU of the fame city, then and there to profecute andi 
give evidence upon the faid indidbtient^and not depart the Court without leave* 
Then this Recognizance to be void^ orehb to vemaki in. full force. 

Acluiowledged at the ManTiou Houfe^ Londoi^ the i5thrday of March 1771?^' 
Vcfoire us 

BRASS CROSBY^ Maj^or^ 
JOHN WILKES, 
RICHARD OLIVER. 
&ndon fo vrkf , 
'JVUBamif'^b'ttbatMyotCoWG^t'^irefXm. the city of WeHminfter^ Gentleman, 40 It 
William Hurford, of the City of London, Coal Merchant,. '20 1.' 
Robert Withy, of i4uigton in the County of Middlefex, Gentleman, 20 L 
Tpdn condition, that if th6 above botinden H^iUUm fFbitbam do perfonally appear 
at the nexf Seffions of the Fence lo be holden for the City of Jx>ndon, then andt^ 
there to anfwer f«ch matters and things as Ihall be objcdled againft himonhis Ma-i- 
jefty's beluJf, and in pafticular for aflaulting and felfely impi ifoning Jobn MiUtr^ 
and in the mean time to keep tbe ptMa of our Sovereign Lord the King, and to b< 
ofg9oi bebavhur, and not depart the Coiirt without licence ;- that then tliis Recog-*^ 
ni£ince to be void and of none eflfeft, or otherwife to be and remain in flill force- 
and virtue. 

Taken and acknowledged at the Manfion Houfe, London, this 75th 'Oay^ 6ti 
MaixJi, 1771* before us ' , 

RRASS CROSBY, Mayor, 
J9HN WILKES, 
llCHARD OUVER. 
• tbe ^1^^ Jtlry at GuUdhall found the Bills of lAdiehnene agak^ft JD^//mm« 
i^brtbam 3nd kdxpjrd Twine Carpenter, 

All the proceeding! Were afterwards moved hy Certhrari into the -King's Benctiu 
The fcene cf the Houfe of Commons and the Printers was fmally clofed by tb«> 
Jl^ttomey-General's, 9/&M//9W J, grant of the A^o/^ fro/i-f*/. 

Mr. iVilkes received the following Ordev to attend tiic Houfe of CoflBnaoal^oM^ 
the 20th of March 1 77 1. 

Houjs «f Commons^ Martis 1^^ die Mart'ti^ n?'* 
(COPY) 
The Houfe of Commons liaving yefterday received ifrfermation that <»* of fli«; 
.Meflfengers of this Houfo, after he had arrefted J. Miller, by vimie of t&ewafraaS 
•i U^ Speaker of the Uou^t of CommoiiF» toaofwerfor acoptempc.vfthefai^ 

Herfe;^ 



notion whicli I ihall have the honour of fdhmlttlng to 
the Howfe. I can forefec only one objedion, which I 
ihall endeavour to obvia% and I hope the Houfe will 
think that delicacy ought to yield to juftioe. 

flQufe, 'w^s carried "by a conflable iipon a diarg« nude ^ainftthe faid Meffengqr 
by the faid J. Miller, for an aflault and falfe imprif^aunent made upon the faid J. 
Miller in the faid arroft, before Brafs Cro(by, Efq. Lord Mayor of the City of 
•London, whei*e John ff^tJhsy Efq. AUkrmaiv and Rich^ Oliver, £f<}. weiv 
jprefent ii when tlie Deputy Serjeant at Arms, attending tins Houfe, acquainted the 
find Magiflr:itesthat the faid arreft of the faid J, Miller was made by the faid Mcf- 
Ceager uuder a warrant Signed by the Speaker of tlie Houfe of Cfa^nmons; which 
-warrant was thai produced and fhewa to die (aid MagiftcjiteSy and demanded of 
Chem that the faid MelTenger ihould be difciiargad, and the faid J. Miller delivered 
«ip to the cuftody of the faid meflfenger % and that the faid Lord Mayor, John Wtlket^ 
Efq, and Richard Oliver, Efq. after Aidi infoima^ion and demand/as aforefaid, 
iigped a warraat fijr the commitment of the. -faid melfen^er to the ConApter ior 
the laid fuppoied a0auft and falfe imprifonm^t of the faid J. Miller, and obliged 
the faid meffeagor to enter into a Reoognizance lor his appearance at the next 
quarter feffions of the peace to be bdd-for thf dty of Ldndoi^'to anfwer tofuch 
iodi^hnents as ihould then i^e found ag»toii him lor .the fajd fnppofed a(lau2t an4 
£ilfe iniprifonment. 

Ox^cfeAf t^ Jobu U^Uhtj^ Mfy* do atteod this Houfe tanmorro^ mtsraing. 

J. Ha T< E L L, CI. Dom. GoBv* 

.. ^^^ • •'• •-. ' ■ , •• 

'* I this morning received an oi:der commandiiig my attendance this day in tj^e 

Houfe of Commons. I obferve that no notice is taken of me in your order as a 
Member of the. Houfe, and that I am not requiretl to attend in my place; Boti^ 
thefe'circumftangesj according to fi^ fettled fofrn,. ought ^o have been raenti«>ned 
in ray cafc, aod 1 hold them abfulut4y indifpenfsAAe. In t^e im.vit ef the Frnhaldnt 
of Mtddlefex, I again demand my fept.Jn Parliament^ having the honoiU" of being 
Igreely chofen, by a very great maiorky,* one of. the reprefeiitatives for the faid 
county, i am ready to takje the baths prefciibed by law, and to give in my qua- 
lification as Knight of the Shire. When 1 have been admitted to my feat, 1 will 
Immediately give the tioufethe mod exa<Sl detail, wjiichwill necel](iarily coropre- 
fecnd a^ full juftification, of my condu^ relative to the" late illegal proc/antati^r^ 
equally injurii>us to the honour of the Crown, ai>tl the r'ghts of the fubje^ and 
likewife the whole' bufmefe of tlie prjntei^. I have adled entirely finom a fenfe of 
duty to this great City, whofe francljifes I am fwom to maintain ; and to my 
country, whofe iioble Cfiajftitnt^on 1 reverence, and whofe liberties at the price of 
V^ bldbd, to the laft moment of my life, J ,wiM defend and fupiwit, 

, ' ^< I ana, §ir,.your i^ui^We fervai>t, JOHN WILKES,;* . 

fU^ Hon. Sir Flitcbtr Norton^ 

M 3 Geo- 
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Gentlemen, I obferve, have fcruplcs of refciriding 
former Refolutions, not knowing, they fay, where 
fuch a pradtire may flop. It is a fcruplc in my opi- 
nion very ill founded. The firft great objed is truth, 
and we ought to follow where that leads. It is a duty, 
?ir, which we owe in this cafe more particularly to 
the people ; but, alas ! their happinefs, their fecurity, 
their very lives arc no longer the objeds of coniidera* 
tion' with our inhuman rulers, nor, as we have ex- 
perienced, even of attention with the majority in this 
Houfe *. If the laft parliament have aftcd wrong, let 

us 

Journals^ March lo, 1771, voL XXXUI. p. 275. 

Onleredy That Jthii IVilkcsy Efqutre, do attend this Houfe upon Monday mom- 
iilgiiext. 

Journals^ March 25, 1771, vol. XXXIIL p. 286. 

Ordered, That John JViikesy Efquirey do attend this Houfe upon this' dajr fort- 
night, tb* %tb day fif ^prllmxt. 

Joitmals, March 30, 1771, vol. XXXIIL p. 197. 

And then the Houfe adjourned tUl Tuefday fevennight, tb§ ^tb day •/ April next. 

ymniut /ays, " upon their own principles, they ihould have committed Mr, 
«< H^t^csy who had been guilty of a greater offence than even the Lord Mayor or 
« Alderman Oliver. But after repeatecUy ordering him to attend, they at laft md* 
" joumed beyond tbt day appointed for his attendance, and by this mtofi, pitiful iva* 
^/wtf x^vi up tbt p6tnu Such is the force of confcious guilt." 

Junius, vol. If. p. 1 6 J, 

* The laft Seffion gave a moft indecent proof of the truth of this obfervation, 
as to the conduA of the prefent Majority, The honourable Temple Luttrell, Mem* 
l>er for Milboum Port, ftoted in a moft m:iftcrly manner to the Houfe the illega* 
lity of the Preft JVartants then in force agair^ the fubjedt, and painted in all the 
colours of horror and defpair, the cruelties and murders of the Prefs-Gan^i let 
loofe u^Ton the people. He fpoke with a perfe<5V knowledge of the fubjeS, witl^ 
warmth and energy, but he fpoke to an audience grown callous to all feelinf;s 
for the public, to a fet of men dead to every fentiment of humanity and love of 
their coimtry, alert only to feize its plunder. He convinced the judgement by the 
clearcft proofs and ftrongeft arguments before he made an appeal to the paflions. 
Among the variety of fa^s, by which he fupported bis motion, one only was 
Cufticieut to unite all the hardened Iharers of the national fpoil agninft the humane 
Bill* which he propofed on principles ftri^ly juft and conftiturional. The fmgle 
article of perquifites, extorted from a deferving part of the public, to the Board 
•f Admiralty^ and their difiattrtftcd tr^ tord, for prgte&iont ^vr'm^ an hfrrft. 
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US reform their errors. If th^y have eftabliflied a wicked 
precedent, we ought to reverfe it. If we have our- 
fel^ves committed injuftice, let us afford all the repara* 

was ftaXeS to amcxint to '2(bove 14,000 L a year. The intemled KU would bave 
hota hi^y beneficial to the feilor, iy dugmentmg bis vfagcsf Hmithg his time of 
Jtrvietf and providing fir bim under the ittfirmities ef agif and the fubjedls of the 
fiate would have enjoyed that fecurity, to which they are entitled under every gp* 
vemment ; but the Bo^ of Admiralty and Lord Sandwich would tuive toft an- 
maUy 14,000 L Mr.. Temple Xriiitrell was ably fupported by Governor Johnilone, 
an offic^c xf dtfVinguiihed merit in* the Royal Navy, a wife and fpirited Senator, 
to /Well as a friend to the liberty of the fubjea* Sir George Savile, Sir Edward 
Jifikjf the right honourable Thomas Towpfhend, Sir George Yoage, and feveral 
other gentlemen fpoke in fevour of the motion.; but the maj§riiy refufed even to 
rtctnn the Bill, and to give it a/^ reading. The generous hopes of Mr. LuttrpU 
to ferve the caufe of this fi?ee conftitution and the Royal Navy were at that tima 
blafted by the peftilential breath of corruption. The public, however, look up 
to his finn virtiie, and the Englifti failor Jiopes merited rewards and prote^ion, 
firom his fiiture tfSfxts at a favourable numeat, when the people may have it in 
their power to vmdicste all €betr fights. 

V^tes of March 1 1 , 17 77. 

A motion was made, and the queAion being put, ** That leave be pven Xh 
** bring in a Bill, for the more eafy and efiedhial Manning of the Royal Navy, in 
<* times of war, aiid for giVing^enconragement to feamen and fea-faring perfons'to 
-". enter volumarily into His M^efty^s fervice." 

U pqffed in ibe negauvt* 

The late Fin/hmr DatndHumt obferves, " Tisa maxim in politics, which we 
readily admit as Juk^fpoted and univerial, Tbai m pnomry bowrvtr grtai^ whm 
granttd iy lm» to m imlnent ma^ftrMt^ is net fa dsngtrmts to iiiertf^ 41 an authoring ^ 
however ineonfiderabh^ wbicb be sefuira from vioienee mnd ufurpmtion* The exercife 
«f an illegal power is in the preffing of fiamen tacitly permitted in the crown s and 
though it has frequently been under deliberation, how that power might be ren- 
dered legal, and granted under proper reftridtions to the i^overeign, no fafe ex- 
f>edient could ever be propofed for that purpofe, and the danger to liberty always 
appeared greater from law than fxtun ufurpatioii.F— — [Afr. Hume did not litre to/eo Mr. 
Luareir4 flat"], A continued and open ufurpatian of the crown is permitted, amid 
the greateft jealoufy and watchfolnefs in the people i nay proceeding ficom thofe 
jfoy principles. Liberty, in a country of the higheft liberty, is left entirely to ita 
«wn defence, without any countenance or protection. The wild ftate of nature.is 
renewed in one of the moft civilized focieties of jonankind; and great violences 
and disorders among tbe people^ the mo/t humane and the b^naturedi are committed 
with impunity $ while the one party pleads obedience to the fupreme magiftrate^ 
the other Xhefan^ion of fundamental laws, 

Eiiays and Treatifes on feveral Siibjeas. By David Hisnej Ef(^ vol I. p. 408. 

M 4 tion 
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tion in pur power. We have given the world a re* 
markable inftance of our repentance this vpry feifiot^ 
in the cafe of Mr, Rumbold and Mr. Sykes, On the 
Ji2d of November laft the Order to the Attompy-GeV 
neral to profecute Thomas Rumbold, Efq, and Francis 
Sykes, Efq. as principal promoters and fuborners of corr 
rupt and wilful perjury at the eleftion for Bhafteibury^ 
was difcharged, on the motipn of as refpedtgble a Genr 
tleman '^ as ever fat In parliament, The Order^ how« 
pver, wai5 made by ourfelves in the yery laft feflioni 
pn the X4th of February preceding the reveriaL 
^'J haye not yet, Sir, an inclination pp quit the com- 
pany of Meflicprs Sykes and Rumbold. Their cafe 
will fervjs me farther in nly reafonings. It is a ftrong 
argument qgainft Expulfipti n^ceflari}y including Ima- 
pacitation. I will fuppofe. Sir, that, inftead of the 
Houfe Haying determined, inAprjl 1775, in the firft 
feffion of the prefent parliament, that neither of thofe ' 
fwo gentlemen, on account of their notorious bribery 
and corruption at Shaftelbury, were duly clefted, it 
had been voted that they were guilty of hing the prin- 
cipal promoters and fuborners of wilful and (irrupt Per^ 
jury^ a Refolution the Houfe did aftually come tor 
in Feb. 177^, and in confequencp of fo black a crime 
they had been excelled. Subornntion of wiful fnd cor^ 
fupt Terjury is furely a mpft ^trpciflps fip, and more 
pierits expulj^oHj than the writing a Libel. After- 
wards let me ]ikewife fuppofe thp Hpufe change theif 
ppipion, and find that they proceeded without fufir 
pient evidence, a Refolution the Houfe did adtually 
^:grpf to in Npvepber ^776. By the cp\irtly, but un- 

f Sir George Savile, baronet. - • 

parliamentary^ 



prliamentary, do£krine now pretended tp be ejftaV- 
fiiKed, that Expu^on means Incapacitation^ you wpuld 
not havp it in your power to reftore them , to thoir 
feats, although you were perfectly convinced, of their 
jnnoceniie. Juftice woujd call aloud upojij ypy to ^ 
it, becaiife it appeared that no legal prcqff no Jieffitiewt 
fvidencCj was given, on which ypu hstd fpuaded fii> 
raih, fo ynjuftifiabk a judgement. Tl^e cries of juf- 
jtice, however, would little avail with a venal ienate 
againft minifterial defpotifm, or a royi^l ed$j£l in the 
form o£ z parliamentary refolution. . My firft expuljlion. 
Sir, in January 1764, was for being the ify/A(?r of th^ 
North Briton^ NoJ ^$.\ Where is to this hour the legal 
proofy by the oaths of twelve of my countrymen^to be foun4 
pf that charge? J have never even been tried upofi 
that accufation. A court of law determined on a di^ 
ferent charge, that of the republication^ a charge, whicji 
might have b^en brought againft ftyg hvindred othsx 
perforis. 

*As little delicacy. Sir, Has been Ihewn by us to.th^ 
alls of former parliaments, as to our own refolutions^ 
Have we manifefted any tendernefs to the ipemory of; 
j:he firft parliament, which wa? called in his prefeot 
Majefty^s reign J Th^t parlij^meiit deqlared, afld jic- 
^lared truly, in the Civil Lift 4^i th;|t 800,000 1, 
¥vas ^^ i competent revenue for defraying thp expences of 
^^ his M^yefty^s Civil government, and fupportiftg the 
^* djgnity of the crown of Great-Britain.-' Wuhift 
l^hefe jfew day^ ly® declared that 8bo,oool. was not a 
competent fym,*ind ^' that for the better fuppprt o]f 
V his M^^(iy's hpufelxold, and. of the honour and dig«- 
^Vnity of the crown, there be granted to his Majefty^ 
f^4wring his life, out of the Aggregate Fund,' the 

V * •* * "clear 
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** dear yearly fum of 1 00,000 1. to commence from 
•* the 5th of January 1777, over and above the yearly 
** {VLtii of 800,000 1. granted by an aft made in the 
" firft year of his Majefty's reign." If the fum of 
800,000 1. was €cmp€tent to thcfe great purpofes, wc 
had no right to vote more of the people's money. We 
vere improvident, and prodigal Truftees for the nation^ 
Slot to ufe a more harih expreflion. Let us hear qo 
tnore of the amazing depth in finance of apy modern 
Stdfy^y or of a pretended oiconon^ in the management 
of the public, or the royal, revenues. We likewife 
tTJted the laft week above 600,000 1. as the laft parlia^ 
ment had above 500,000!., much above a million in 
all, on the fame pretext of paying the debts of the 
King, when his Majefty had enjoyed a competent rc^ 
Tenue of 800,000 L clear of all deduftions and con- 
tingencies, and thofe debts were of the moft fufpicious 
nature, even as to the independency rf this Houfe, 
Let us not, therefore, Sir, affeft more tendernefs for 
the laft parliament in fo flagrant an inftance of injuftice, 
-as the cafe of the Middkfex Elections, than we have 
fiiewn to them, and to ourfelves too, in other rcfpefts. 
We ought, if we are men of honour and principle, ta 
do juftice to all the eleftors of this kingdom, and by 
a formal repeal^ \q make fatisfaftion to thofe zealous 

^ Henry IV. and Sulfy^ his great Miniil^ of financet wero (acrificed by all tfi* 
ntrcenary writers of the court in 1763 to George III. and the Earl of i^vrfy his 
ftrft Lord of the Treafury, with his incomparable cmtfkrj Smticbo^ tha Chancellor 
j|f th» 1^3Q9beqiier» then Sir Frttncit D^fiwnad^ now lard L§ Di/paiitr^ TlM 
;jlBoonihine beams of tlie two laft fatellites only foured our ijtcifed Cyder and If^nff 
)^ Chen ihey funk to all appearance beneath our horizon at the £»roft moment, 
«i the lamtnt^ itith of Apnl 1763. But the glorious luminary round which 
they mqvtd, continues to warm us en this (ide the Atlantic with his refidgent nqfiy 
^though perhaps he fcorches our American brethren vnili his fierce beams. 

dcfeiidert 
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defenders of liberty, the fpirited freeholders of this 
injured and infulted county. 

I defire. Sir, to recall to the memory of many geja* 
tlemen, what paffed in this Houfe iri the laft parlia- 
ment on one of the great debates refpefting the Midw 
dlefex Eleftions. A noble Lord, the darling of his 
country, as well as the favourite of our army, who{b 
memory is dear to evepy Engliihman, for he joined to 
the bravery of Csefar all the mild and gentle qualities 
of our Englilh hero, Edward the Black Prince, that no-^ 
ble Lord, Sir, ftood up in his place here, and folemnly 
afked pardon of his country for having, as he faid, 
wounded the conftitution, and violated the rights attd 
privileges of this kingdom by voting as he had done in 
this Houfe in the bufinefs of the Middlefex Eleftions. 
He did not flop there. He was anxious to make pub- 
lic * reparation for a miftaken opinion — ^but of fiich 
moment— and he afterwards joined the Oppojition in an 
important queftion refpefting the difcontents of the 
people on this very fubjeft. We may all, Sir, imitate 
the love of juftice and candour, if we cannot reach the 
high courage of that illviftrious, immortal charafter, the 
late Marquis ofGranby. 

While the Refolution, which I have mentioned, is 
fufiered to continue on ovLt Journals, I fliall believe. 
Sir, that the eleftiv^ rights of the nation lie at the 
mercy of the Minifter, that is in faft of the Crown, and 
that the dignity and independency of parliament are in 
d^ger of being entirely deftroyed. It is evident, thatv 

^ Lvrd GfMahj himielf thought pn)|)er to coodeimi, rotrafty wd, difiivoWi bf a 
moft (olenm dedaratloR in the Hoiiie of Commons, that very fyftem of politic^ oqQp 
4uSt, mrlucb Jimim lioA heli fortb^ to tte ctilapprohatm of the pnblie. 

no 
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na gentleman now hold^ his feat by the choice ofhn 
conftituents, but only by the good-will, and at th^ 
pleafure o£ the Minifter, or by the Royal permiffidn* 
The tenure is equally precarious^ and unjuft, for the 
conftitution has clearly lodged in the people the right 
of being rcprefented in this Houfe, by the man, who is 
the objeft of ibeir choice, A committee can never have 
but that fingle queftion to determine, provided the 
party is by law eligible, and has purfued only thofe 
methods, which are warranted by law. I will fei^e 
every ropportunity of importuning, of conjuring, the 
Hoi^fe, if they have any reverence for the laws, mterly 
tQ,.r<^fcind this uqconftitutional and iniquitous refolu- 
tion. We owe it to the prefent, and to every future, 
age, and therefore I move, " that the Refolution of 
^* the Houfe of the 17th of February 1769, that John 
'* Wilkes y EfquirCy .having bien, in this S>eJJlon of Parli<^ 
^f menty expelled this Houfey was, and is, incapable of be* 
^' if^ ele£led a Member^ ioferve in this prefent Parliament^ 
^^ be expunged from the Journals of this Houfe, as be- 
^' ing fubverfive of the rights of the whole body of 
f' Pleftoirj of this kingdonj?- 



. . Votes pf May 9, 1 777,1 

A Motion was made, tmd the Qvififtion being propofed, 

^* That anliumble Addreft be prefented to His Ma-^ 

*^ jefty, to .exprefs the juft fenfe this Houfe enter* 

'^''.tttos of His Majeft)^^ regard for ;h^ lafting weU 



, " fare and happinefs of Hi? People; and,, as thk 
*^ Houfe cannot omit any joppottujiity of (hewing 
** their zeal and regard for His Majejlfs honour y and 
*^ the profperity of His Family, humbly to befeecll 
*^ His Majefty, that, in confideration of the Higb 

' "^ rank and dignity of their Royal Hi^nefles thf 
" Dukes of Qloucejier an4 Cumberland, He would be 
^^ gracioufly pleafed to make fome addition to their 
" annual income, out of the revenues cheaifuUf 
" granted His Majefty, for the expences of the Civil 
*^ Government, and better fupporting the Honour 
^* and Dignity of the Crown ; and to affure His Ma- 
*^ jefty that this Houfe will enable His Majefty ef- 
*' fedtually to perforni the fame, as nothing will 
** more conduce to the ftrengthening of His Ma- 
f* jefty's government, than honourably fuppprtiing 
** the Dignity of the different branches of the Royal 
•^ Family." 
And the previous Queftion being, put, ^^ That that 

^ Queftion be now put ;*' 

It pafled in the. negative- .. . 

Mr, ^//*^i obferved,, that the ■'^tzvo honoured gen- 
tlemen with the blujhing ribbands, who oppofed the- 
Motion, declared that they did it chiefly from w'hat 
they thought a want of delicacy to the Crown^ but that 
in his opinion the real honour and ^^//V^^ry of the Crowp 
were eflentially and deeply wounded by the prefcnt up-*, 

* Sir John Oriifin G#i1f&i; MemSer for .Aii4over, and.:Sir:.Qeoi^II6wartf/ 
Member for Staftiford^ have koth regiments la his Majefty 'd ietf'wspMjAG^rikft 
aft k9tb JUevccftants-Generai^ and iub Knights of the Bath. 

. Fortonatlovf&O'M 
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happy fituatioh of our Sovertign's own brothers , which 
was of the moft univcrfal notoriety, and highly to be 
lamented ; that the elder had been driven into a kind 
irf honourable exile at RomCj and the younger was not 
cyiabled to fupport the dignity of his high birth and 
rank among us ; that as to the cafe of the late Duke of 
^ Cumberland, which had been mentioned, although he 
enjoyed an income of above 40,000/. a year, he lived 
with his royal * Father, that great patron of liberty , by 

whom 

* So excellent a King, th.tt was to tliis— *- Sha&speare* 

Long his lofs ih:i]l England weep. 

Ne'er again his likenefi. f.e ; 
Long her drains in forrow Iteep, 

Strains of immortality. G r at • 

iTiis hvnnane Prince on many occafions ventured lis l?fc in the caufe of hhtrty, 
IttsdtftinguiiheU bravery at the battles of Oiideoarde :uij Deitingen was thefre<iucnt 
fubjedt of tbe unfufpedled praife of our inveterate enemies, the French. He was 
adways a fteady friend to the liberties of mankind, and like thsfo*mtt princes <^ bit 
lioiife, and of the Hajfau line, kept a watchful eye over the Houfe of Bourbon, well 
kaowiog their d^ermined enmity to this free government, and their long meditate^ 
foiemes for grafping at uf'tverfMl «.onmTehy, He often checked the relllefs amhiticst 
«>f France in its mad career, by the moft firm, wife, and fuccefsfui meafures. At 
his death he left Englajid in poffe0ion of the capitals of the French in Afia aiul 
America, and of many other innxjrtant conquefts there, as well as in Euroj^ and 
Africa. The moft valuable of thefe conquefts were loft foon after by a ftrokje of 
hil prandftn*! pen, which proved more fatal to England than all the fwords of all our 
eiiemies. 

It is juftice to the memory of the late King to d«clar«, that he no lefe endeavouiad 
to ftudce hh people free and happy at home, than to carry the glory of the Britiih 
•mis to the higlieft pitch every where abroad. During his reign the l^tvx were re- 
fpe^ed and obeyed. L btrty and jujilce fat with him en the throne. The execution 
4:^ Earl Ferrtn impreffetl all foreign nations with the greateft idea of the facredncfs 
oSour liws, and the proteaion they aflbrd the meaneft fubjeft, under a firm and 
juft fovereign. It was likewife believeil, that if the (Uun Martial on Lord George 
SackviUe- had pcoaounccd the fcntence, which was expedted by all Europe, the 
jtijtkf of hi$ late . Mi^efty would have ordered it to have been carried ittto ex**. 
ecutioa. 

The f€nfimid Doctors, Shebbeare and Johnfon, and all the other mtnifterial wrl- 
tert of the oourt, have been indefatigable for many years in viliiyjng the memory of 
wir late Sovereign, and teaHng the' laurels from his tomb. The. firfl a^ldrefs of the 
VkmjevfUrdt to Q« prefent King, on Nov. ig, 1760, is "the beft cotjfutation gf aU 
: t^ volucnas dC a U^t^w of theie hireling 

•'The 
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%hotn all the expences of his houfehold were defrayed^ 
and that he died unmarried, whereas the prefent King'^i 
Brothers were both married, and had, with very inccm^ 
petent revenues, feparate families and eftabliihments, . 
which conftituted no parf of his Majefty's houfehold 
arrangements or expences. He added, that we ought 
not to be prodigal to the Sovereign, and penurious tg 
his Brothers; that the whole illuftrious Houfe of Brunf- 
wick claimed our regard and gratitude; that the wif- 

" dom of Parliament fliould carry the Houfe into a view 
of futurity, and of poffible contingencies, to provide in 

' all events for the public fafety, good order, and tran- 
quillity; that what the honourable * gentleman, who 
made the motion, had mentioned with due horror, of 
our being obliged to f etch from Rome a Sovereign bcrn and 
educated there^ was hot fo wild and abfurd an idea as it 
had been reprefented by other gentlemen; that purple 
fevers, and various epidemical difeafes, had fometimea 
in a very fliort period fwept away whole families ; that 
towards the beginning of this century feveral Dauphins- 
of France had died within a few months of each other, 
and the Bourbon line was believed to be in fome dan- 
ger of being extindt; that the \ numerous, immediate 
pofterity of George 11. had been reduced to a very fmall 

** The long experience which wc had of his royal viitues, the henigriy of his 
i* government^ and his uniform care af our laws and /ibntUt, not mtttruptrd in wtj cue 
** tnfiancty during the coui-fe of fo many years, demand from us th^ moft grateful ac- 
^luiowledgements; and will make liis menioi7 as dear to us as the heigtK an4 
** fplcndar to which h% had raifed the greatnefs of thefe kingdoms will render it glor 
' * rious to all pofterity.** ' 

After the demife of the crown, will there be found any Z.eri proftiliite enough^ 
4vill there be a Sandwich, to move fuch a paragraph in tlie>*»yif Addref* of tlie lif^ff 
0/ Lords to his prefent Majtsfty's SuccJ/or '' 

* Sir James Lowther, Baronet, Member for Cumberland. 

f Every true friend of the Houfe of Brnnfwick fees wiih affli^ftioo, bow rafii^ 
'ftme of the principid branches of the fahiUy have ^ifoppetl off. 

Jimhis,*voL jr. pag»S9. 

^ number; 
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Inimber; that all families might fiiffcr thefe thoft cruc! 
lofles^ but in cafes of this great national concern, wc^ 
G6\ild not be too provident, too vigilant fof the general 
fafetjr* Afr. WilkeJ farther remarked, that it was im-^ 
pofiible to mifiinderftand this bufinefs ; that it was^^ 
**. Will you drive the King's t>wn Brother j into exile?** 
ot ** degrade them to the rank of private noblemen ?*^ 
or *^ will yoU Ihcw yoUr duty to the King, whofe heart 
*' glows with all the tendernefs of true fraternal affec- 
^^ tion, and teftify your regard to the honour of the na* 
*' tion, by making a princely and compefeni provifioil 
^^ for your Sovereign's cwn Brothers, the two Royal 
*^ Dukes, the children of England?'* He concluded 
with exprefling a pleafing hope, that the vote of every 
gentleman in the Houfe would be governed by that 
liberality of fentimcnt, which ought to charafterize the . 
reprefentativeS of a great, powerful, and free people- , 



VOTKS of Nov* 20; 1777* 

ttefolved. 
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X H AT an humble Addrefs be prefented to hk 
^'Majefty, to return his Majefly the thanks of thij ♦ 
** Houfe, for his moft gracious fpeech from th* 
*♦ Throne. To ^urehis Majefty> that we take a fin- . 
*^ €cre part ii». the confidence which his Majefly ex- 

" pr«flc»^ 



*' {)refres, that the condua and courage of his officers^ 
^* and the fpirit and intrepidity of his forces, both by 
*^ fea and land, will, under the divine providence, be 
*^ attended with important fuccefs — That vye learii 
** with much fatisfaftion, that Ms majefty is for that 
*^ purpofe purfuing the proper meafures, for keeping 
** his land-forces complete to their prefent eftablilh- 
^^ ment ; and that, whenever his Majefty ihall be pleafed 
** to communicate to this Houfe any new engagements^ 
** which he may have entered into for increafing his 
'* military force, w^ will take the fame into our confi-» 
*^ deration; and we truft his Majefty will not be dif- 
" pointed in the gracious fentiments which he enter- 
^^ tains of the zeal and public fpirit of his faithful 
'^ Commons,"' &c> &c. 

The following amendment wis moved by Lord 
Granby, and feconded by Lord John Cavendiih, " That 
^* this Houfe docs rtioft humbly advife and fvipplicate 
^^ his Majefty to be pleafed to caufc the n^oft fpeedy 
^^ and efFeftual meafures to be takfen, for reftoring 
** peace in America, and that no time may be loft in 
*^ propofing an immediate cejfation of arms there; in or* 
" der to the opening of a treaty for the final fettlement 
^^ of the tranquillity of thofe invaluable provinces, by 
*^ a removal of the unhappy caufes of this ruinous ci- 
*^ vil war, and by a juft and adequate fecurity againft 
^* the return of the like calamities in times to come* 
^^ And this Houfe defire to offer the moft dutiful aflur- 
*^ ances to his Majefty^ that they will, in due time, 
^^ chearfuUy co-operate with the magnanimity and 
^^ tendet goodnefs of his Majefty, for the prefervation 
'* ©f his people, by fuch explicit and moft folemn dc- 
^* darations, and provifions of fundamental and irrevo- 

N ** cable 
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^^ cable laws, as may be judged neceffiiry for afcertato« 
" ing and fixing for ever, the refpeftive rights of Qi^»l 
" Britain and her Colonies." 

Mr. Wilkes faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

By the eftablifhed dodrine of Parliament, I am au- 
thorized to confider the firft day of a new Seffion as pe- 
culiarly the day of the Minifter, perhaps more peculi- 
arly fo than even the important day towards the clofe 
of the Seffion, which is regarded as the day of his tri- 
umph, and called his opening the Budget. On that day 
the Minifter fubmits to the Houfc bis ftate erf the 
finances of this kingdom, an account of the various 
fums voted during the Seffion, the ways and means he 
propofes of raifmg the fupply, the certain and probable 
expences of the year, and in general the revenues and 
refources of the empire. This firft day ci a Sefficm is 
ftill more interefting, and holds forth more important 
matter to our confideration. The Seffion is regularly 
opened by a fpeech from the Throne, but, although 
pronounced by the King, it is pirliamentary language^ 
always to ftyle it th« fpeech of the Minifter, that in a 
fair and full difcuffion of it, the facred name of Majefty 
may not be made ufe of to controul or check that free- 
dom of debate, which is die eflTence, and conftitutes 
the great dignity, of an Englifh Houfe of Commons. 
^be h^nifitr^ Sir, then in the fpeech gives us a general 
View of our iituation both at home and abroad, the 
probability of the continuance of war or peace, the 
ftate of foreign powers, fo far as they are likely to af- 
f^ this Empire; and in ihort whatever has a relatioa 

to 
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to out internal feciiritiy, or foreign ifonneftloiis l^itti 
the alHeJ of the crown. But, Sir, this is only thfe 
Miniftef's coup d^oeii ?)f the kingdbm ; his defclaratioti 
of what he thinks the aftual fituatloti df ptiblic affairsi 
It is a kind of nrinifterial chart, which this Houfe may 
idopt^ or rqjeft, at pleafure, and purfue the fame^ or H 
courfe diredtly oppofite. ' I thought it neceflary, Sir^ 
to-prcraife this before I go into the examination of the 
paper on dUr table, and I fliall not fcruple to avail my- 
felf of the right I cl&im, as one of thereprefentatives 
of the people, to tte^t that produftibti as containing 
merely a Iketch of the Miriifter's fentiments, as the fub- 
ftsnee of the political dreed, Which he wilhes to be re- 
ceSved by tht hdtldh. 

The fpeech, Sir, in my idea, cleairly conveys to thii 
Hotife a firm refolutldii to continue this unhatutal, uh- 
juft, and barbat'otjs war, to our utter deftrudion. It 
breathes a fpirit of uiirelcfnting rage, ctvielty and car- 
mge, a favage thirft' of blood. Yet the torrents of 
blood already Ibed, and the prodigious wafte of national 
treafore, have hitherto beeft followed mth no fignal or 
fpkndid fdcceffes. In the third year of the war nol- 
thtng dedrfive has happened. We are ftill bleeding at 
every vein td fupport this American conteft^ and I fee 
jio probability of a near and final period* We ctonot 
but obferve in the declaration of the Minifter^ that per- 
fcveradce in error, that fatal obftinacy in the purfuance 
of this mifchievous pkn, which muft end in the ruiii 
of our country, and the complete eftablifhment of ano- 
ther pofefft empire frorn the fragments of the Britiih mo- 
Tisttchy- Scjtrceiy a faint glealm of hope dawns upon Us. 
Winifters ieem determited to rufh on to only imaghiafy 
cenqueft, but certain irretrievable ruin ; for if the war 
fiiould be continued on the prefent wild and expenfive 

N z plauj 
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plan, it will cffcdually bankrupt the nation. We are 
told. Sir, in the fpcech, that the Minifter has ^^ a juff 
*^ coafidence that the condudt and courage of our of- 
" ficers, and the fpirit and intrepidity of our forcies, 
^^ both by fea and land, will be attended with impor- 
** tant fuccefs/' The high fpirit and courage of Eng- 
liihmen have never bfeen doubted. Would to God, 
Sir, they were at this tin^e exerted in a good caufe, in 
a juft and righteous quarrel! But, Sir, to this hour we 
know of no important fuceefs. » We have fcarcely a cer- 
tainty of one favourable event of this year's campaign. 
Even the Minifters tremble for the condition of General 
Burgoyoe. I will however fuppofe, that every advan- 
tage, which the moft fenguine friend of adminiftratioji 
has propagated without proof, is at laft Authenticated, 
that Philadelphia is taken, and the army under Gene- 
ral Wafhington totally defeated. Let us recoUeft, Sir, 
what paffed after Bofton was taken by the Britiih forces. 
Our general was foon befieged in that capital of New 
England, ignominioufly cooped up there many months 
with twenty regiments, and at laft driven from thence. 
I know the colouring given to this retreat by the court 
party among us, and have been naufeated with the cant 
terms of our Generals changing their quartos y zxidjhft" 
irig their pojition; but I know likewife that their artiU 
lery and ftores were left behind. All the military men 
of this country now confefs that the retreat of General 
Howe from Bofton was an abfolute flight. I believe 
it was as much fo, as that of Mahomet from Mecca. 
Should Philadelphia be taken, we have indeed one more 
American town in our poffeffion, if it is not reduced to 
alhes by us, like federal other towns and villages. Shall 

wc 
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we be able to * keep Philadelphia longer than we did 
Bofton? Will not experience warrant me to {ufpeft, 
that before the winter is over, we Ihall hear of General 
Howe'3 being befieged in Philadelphia, and at laft re- 
tiring from thence with the lofs of his heavy cannon^ 
and warlike ftores, as he did from Bofton ? The objeA 
of the laft year's campaign was the conqueft of the two 
Jerfeys. It fqccceded. This year our troops have 
been obliged to evacuate both the Jerfeys, which are 
lately declared to^ be out of the Kin^s feace. I will 
likewife fuppofe. Sir, that the report of General Wafh- 
ington's defeat is confirmed, and the total difperlion of 
that army. 1/ remember about a month before the af- 
fair of Trenton, the army of General Walhington had 
fo entirely melted away, that he had not five hundred 
men under his command ; yet the profpedt of fucccfs 
againft the German mercenaries there gave him, at a 
critical moment, a fmall but fpirited army ; and the 
juft vengeance of America proved fatal to almoft the 
whole body of Heffians at Trenton. Admitting that 
General Walhington has fuffered a fevere check, will 
he not be able to recruit from an immenfe traft of 
country devoted to his caufe and perfon ? Still, Sir, 
two other Provincial armies, in no finall degree for- 
midable, fubfift; one in Maflachufet's Bay, the other 
in South Carolina. They have received no check. 
They may march againft the aniiy of General Howe, 

« « pmfuant to tus Male{ly*S inftruftioQS, I oocicvtcd Plu!a«ielphia on the iSch of 
** Juno, 21 thra tt click i» th$ moning** 

Sir HttTf Ctioton's later ia the London GazsCCe 
Extraordinary of Aug. 24., 1778. 
<< Lord CorowaUys wkh tho Bntifli grenadiers, and two battalions of Hefllan 
« grenadicn, toc^ ][i»offeffi.on of Philaddplua the next morning," [Sept. ^^6, 1777.] 

London Qazette Extraordinary of Dec. 2, 1777. 
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reduced and weakened by the viftorles, which hf is 
faid to have gain^^d. To. give the ftrongeft force to 
this rfafoijing, ]et me put the ci^fe of a general difper- 
(ion of the Provincial troops in America, and of the 
diffolution of the Congrcfs. What coadudt can Great 
Britain then purfue? How will you preferve a country 
Whiclj extends almoft from Hqdfon's Bay to the ibu- 
thern extremity of Florida? Will you garrifon all th® 
towns of any confequeace through that immenfe extent 
of territory? Will your army feparate, and go into 
f antpnments ? ^f you do, wherever you are weak, you 
will be attacked, and your troops probably meet the 
fate of the Heffians at Trenton. But, Sir, this country 
neither has, nor can raife, an army adequate to thefe 
purpofes ; and if we could hifc all the regimented lava- 
ges of Germany and Ruflia, the common deftroyers o^ 
the human race, we muft fink under the expence. The 
nation ^yould be beggared by the effort. The * noble 
Lord at the head of our finances would foon find all the 
jpillars of public credit ftiaken to their foundations, and 
all the fountains of national, wealth dried up and ex- 
hauflied. Qix fuph. terms America is not worth the 
holding. 

I am. aware. Sir, that it; will be faid, thp Americans 
will, in oafe of general fuccefs on your part, give up 
the conteft, and fubmit to ihe terms you prefcribe. 
The late experience of General Burgoyne is the fuUeft 
anfwer to this objedion. He tells us, that the very 
Provincials, who were mod forward to pro/efs them/elves 
loyalijisy and to take the oath of allegiance , and fubmit 

t Lord North, firft Lord of the Twafury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
lumber for B»infcury. 
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to Lieutenant Colonel Baum^ were ihefirji to fire upon 
Jbim; that be was attacked on all fides ^ that he Jhewed 
great ferfonal courage ^ but was overpowered by numbers. 
In ihort. Sir, there was a total deftrudtion of that de- 
tachment, Mr. Burgoyne highly blames a Provincial 
gentleman for being fo incautious as to leave at liberty fiicb 
as toot the oath of allegiance, as if it were a better mode 
of perfuading the others, to confine their countrymen 
the mpment you confent to admit them to fwear alle^ 
giance. Men are not converted. Sir, by the force of 
the bayonet at the breaft, nor by impri(bnment. It is 
employing the violence of the highwayman. He takes 
your purfe indeed, but you recover it from him th^ in* 
ftant you become ftronger than the robber. Nor is 
this to be confidered as treachery/ It was a compact, 
not ori^nating from free will, or mutual confent, but 
founded merely in force, and diffolved in the fame man- 
ner. But I believe the Americans are neither to be 
cozened, nor by violence deprived of either liberty or 
property. I therefore recur. Sir, to the wife amend-^ 
ment to the Addrefs, which the excellent * Lord has 
moved, to fupplicate his Majefty, that no time may be 
iofi in propofing an immediate eejation ofarms, as the only 
meaas of beginning a treaty, and effeAing a reconcilia-^ 
tion with our American brethren. The hoilile meafurcs 
echoed to the throne in the minifterial addrefs will be 
inefFedual, and only ferve to ftrengthen the indepen- 
dence of the Colonies, and give additional vigour to 
their refiftance. We cannot fuccecd by force, nor in 
this commercial country is the objed: worth our while, 
were it poffible. Let us Qarry thefe plain and certain 
fa&s to the fi^ot of the throne, and let Parliament hold 

^ Tlte Masquis of Granbf^ Member for the UaiYerfiKy of Cambridfe. 
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likfewlfe to the nation the language of truth, a language 
very different from what we have hitherto heard from 
Minifters. 

The nation, Sir, has been duped for feveral years 
by a fucceffion of minifterial falfehoods* When the 
Bofton Port Bill paffed, the Minifter declared tha;t we 
ihould foon have America at our feet , for the reft of 
the Maflachufet's Bay would defert Bofton. The 
other provinces, he aflured us, would, from a^ rooted 
jealoufy, rejoice at her humiliation, and enjoy the prof- 
pe£t of dividing her trade. When the whole province 
became like one man, it was faid the fouthern Colo- 
nies however difapproved the conduft of New-Eng- 
land. After both the fouthern and northern colonies 
united, and made a common caufe, we were told that 
means were found to prevent the meeting of the Con- 
grefs. General Gage publickly declared, that he 
would be in the midjl of them. He chofe however not 
then to change his pqfilion. The Congrefs met without 
him, and in a perfect fpirit of unanimity, -for their 
wranglings were never heard but by the gentlemen on 
our treafury bench, and the Majority of this Houfe. 
The noji'importation and non-exportation agreements were 
likewife declared impoffible to fubfift in a neft of 
known friiugglers ; yet time has ihewn how ftriftly they 
have been preferved. It was likewife moft confidently 
averred, that the cozpardly ' Axntnczvis dare not affem- 
ble in arms, and that two regiments were fufficient to 
march through, and fubdue, the rebellious colonies. 
This however muft be acknowledged to be prior to the 
fiege of General Howe, and the twenty regiments, in 
Bofton. I will not. Sir, tire the Houfe with recapitu- 
lating the regular fucceffion of court tales and fidions. 
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They have long been the amufement of mankind, toth 
at home and abroad. Even at the prefent period mi- 
nifters give out, and afFeft to believe, that thirteen 
powerful colonies can be conquered, after having for 
three years baffled all the efforts of this country both 
hy fea and land, trained and difciplined their people, 
fettled to the fatisfaftion of the inhabitants their re- 
(pedlive governments, raifed large armies to ferve dur- 
ing the war, provided for their pay, and collefted im- 
riienfe fibres of artillery, arms, and ammunition, fe- 
condejd by the zeal of all America, and more than the 
good will and applaufe of all Europe — except the court 
fadtion among us. But, Sir, although America can- 
not be conquered, it may perhaps be regained by the 
mild arts of lenity and juftice, by temper and modera- 
tion. The fword muft firfl be Iheathed, according to 
the propofed amendment of the noble Lord, and thea. 
we may talk oifeace on fair and folid terms, on terms of. 
ecjuality as brethren, as heirs of the famer glorious free 
conftitution. I indulge the hope that things are not yet 
quite defperate. I am fure ^f^zr^ will be the greateft 
bleffing to both countries. It is perhaps even morft 
necefTary for us than for them. The infant Americian 
ftate feems already to polTefs the flrength and vigour 
of the infant Hercules ^ ready to be exerted in a fimilar 
manner, in fubduing the monflers of tyranny, cruelty, 
and violence. Our exhaufted flate is well known to 
our enemies, who triumph in our fatal diftraftions, and 
are preparing to avail themfelves of our linking condi- 
tion. Sir, I muft again and again repeat, that in my 
humble fentiment a reconciliation with America is ne- 
ceflary for the falvation of this country. I mean a 
firm, lafting agreement with the Colonies on terms of a 

juil 
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Jnft eqoalky as to rights and privileges. Aay echer 
ag^xecDoit would not be pemianem ; ibai alone would 
firve vs from the impending ruin* Tbe anfwer of th^ 
FrivernaUs to the Romans ihould govern us, ^ ^AiiMMt 
f0fem,. etfidamj et p$rp4iuam^t maiamy kaml diuiwmam^ 
The reception fuch an anfwer mec with was worthy ei 
ds^ Roman people* Livy ^ fays» /^r^ m^/i^r fenaim» 
mi melhra n^onfum trahin et dUere, viri et libbri 
m^em auditam* 

The fpeech, Sir^ ieems to flatter us with a piom^ 
cf attention to this great objed:, the refloration o£ 
peace to our diflradted and difmembered empire. It 
feys, ^' I ihall ever be watchful ior an opportunity c^ 
^ putting a flop to the effuiion of the blood of my 
^ fubjeds, and the calamiiiesy which are infiparabU 
^ from a ftate of war.*' The Miniftcrs, Sir, rejeiSted 
with indignity oixo happy opportunity of putting a fiop 
Mo the effujion of'khod, when, even after the battles of 
Lexington, Concord, and Bimker's Hill, the Conr, 
grefs humbly fupplicated l%is Majefty, to dkea fome 
mode J by 'wbicb the united application of his faithful co- 
bnijis to the throne may be improved into a happy andper-^ 
manent reconciliation. To the mad infult of the Ame- 
rican Secretary, Lord Dartmouth, in September 1775, 
when he told the agents of the Colonies, in the Kingfs 
name, that no anfwer would be given, all the>fubfe-_ 
qucnt calamities of this civil war are to be attributed., 
and perhaps the lofs of half our empire. ' Many eala- 
mitiesy Sir, are vrndouhttdly in/epar able from -a Jate of 
war ; yet the prefent war againft our brethren in Ame^ 
rica has been attended with peculiar circumftances of 
cruelty, which fill the mind with horror^ with calami- 

* iivy, Uti.vUi. c. zu 
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#W' wbicb are not infeparabU from a fiat e of war. Are 
the fcalping-knife and tomahawk neceflary calamities of 
war? Are they hfiparabk from it? God forbid ! I 
have read, Sir, a late proclamation of that great Ge- 
neral and preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, which is fliocking 
to a^ciYili^ed- and generous nation. As a ftate-paper 
it difgraces our country. The Imperial Court have 
often employed many kinds of irregular troops, Croats, 
Pandours, and Huffars ; but their names difgrace np 
public ad. If they plunder, they do not torture. 
The pious preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, complains of this 
froward and ftubborn generafion^ and at the v^ry mo- 
ment of mentioning his confcigufnefs of Chrijlianity^ dis- 
plays a fpirit of cruelty, which is repugnant to every 
principle of humanity. He boafts that ke wll give 
firctcb to the Indian forces under his diredion^ and they 
amount to tboufands. Merciful heaven ! Tboufands of 
Indian favages kt loofe, by the command of a Britlih, 
General, ^ainft our brethren in America ! Humaa 
nature ihrinks back from fuch a fcene. At his heels^ 
kafht in, like hounds, Jbould famine^ fword, and fire^ 
croujfb for employment *. Mr. Burgoyne's feelings as o^ 
man, I fear, will not hereafter be as univerfally ac- 
knawledged as the military talents of the great Ge» 
ner^L Jn the prefent cafe I have that pity for him, 
and his employers, which they have not Ihewn to 
others. What, Sir, has been, and ftill continues, the 
COndud of Indian favages in war ? Is it not to exercife 
the moll fliocking cruelties on their enemies, without 
diftindtion of age or fex ? The conduft of this war 
goes on a par with its prmciple. Has the feeble old 
man^ the helplefs infant, the defencelefs female, eirer 

5^ Shakipeare's Prolosoeto Kii^ Heniy V. 
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experienced the 'tender mercies of an Indian fawtgeT 
He drinks the blood of his crnemy, and his favourite 
icpaft is human fleffi I Is ^Jlretch gtvtn t» ib^njkndsoi 
thefe cannibals by the command, in a public manifefto, 
cf one of the King's Generals ? I am bold, S:r, to 
declare that fuch orders arc unworthy the General of 
any Chriftian King. They are only becoming a Jewiflx 
prieft to a Jewiih King, in the raoft bloody and bar- 
barous of all hijftories, the hiftory of the Jewifh na- 
tion. The orders of the Jewiih prieft were, new go 
gndfmite Amatcky and utterly deflroj all tba$ they have, 
iotdfpare thent not; hutjlay hetb man andwomaHj Infant 
mid fuekling^ ox and Jheep^ camel and afy^. Generrf 
Burgpyne threatens the Americans with all the vett* 
^eance of the fiaiCy not its juftice, that the tneffingtn 
ef wrath wiU meet them in the fields devafiationy famne-y 
and every concomitant borrtnr. Not the fword of evcn- 
tanded juftice, falling only on the gtiihy heads of the 
told rebels, but the favage tortures of a tomahawk' 
from the thoujands of Indians under bis dtreilionj on the 
innocent women arnd children. I remember. Sir, an 
ionourable gentleman -f-, whom I fee in his place, a 
gentleman very high in the law, not only humanely 
propoling, according to tlie ideas, and in the language 
of bis country, but dwelling with rapture on 'what 
he clafiically called a Jarvation bill for the poor Ame- 
ricans. I rely, however, Sir, on the fpirit and prow- 
%efs of the Americans y that they will neither fufler the 
fate of the Amalakitesy nor retaliate the attempt on the 
favages of Europe. 

* 1 Samuel, chap- xv. r^r. 31- . , , . . t 

t Henry Dundas, Kfq. I^d Advocate £:^ Scotland, member for Edinburs- 
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This year. Sir j wc have again m the fpcech its 
peated alTuranGes from foreign powers of their fadfic 
^pofitions. The noble Lord *, who moved the ad- 
drefs, thinks France will not change^ and the honour- 
sd^ie gentleman ^f-, who feoonded the motion, afliares 
the Houle of the perfect amity of the neighbouriiig 
powers* Can any change^ Sir, be equally advantageous 
to France as a perfeverance in the prelent fyfiem? 
America now pours all her wealth into the lap of the 
Houfe of Bourbon, which fees her ancient enemy 
daily periihing by a fatal civil war. Even the Mi- 
nifter feems to awake from his long lethargy ; for the 
Tpccch fays, ^^ at this time, when the armaments in the 
^^ ports of France and Spain continue, it is thought 
*^ advifeablc to make a confiderable augmentation to 
*^ out naval force.'* Parliament ought to have beea 
informed of the whole truth with refped to the trea«> 
chery of France, I am fure. Sir, I fliall not be con- > 
tradided, when I affirm, that France, the government 
of France, not covecly, nor underhand, not fecretij 
by merchants on!y, but direftly and openly as a go- 
vernment, affifl the Americans. The two Congrels 
ihips of war, which had the engagement with the 
Druid, are now refitting at L'Orient, on the coaft of 
Britainy, and furnifhed with every neceflary from the 
French King's ftores at that place. The f aft -is well 
known to the Minifter, and tamely fubmitted to ; but 
this open infult on the nation is endeavoured to be 
carefully concealed. 

The old ally of this nation, Portugal, is not ho- 
liourcd with the flighteft mention in the fpeech. I will 

^ Lord Hy<3e, member for Chriilchurch. 

•f $ir Gilbert ElHot, Baronet, member for Roxburghihire. 
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give the Houfe the reafon. Portugal is not only loft to 
us, but is become an acquifition to the Houfe of Bour- 
bon, by acceding to the Family Compad *. By that treaty. 
Sir, the fubftance of which was publiihed in the Frendh 
Gazette, all the fubjedts of the Houfe of Bourbon 
were to be equally favoured with the natives of each 
fefpe6tive ftate, as to every privilege of navigation and 
comnierce* Such a treaty. Sir, direftly rhilhates 
ttgainft many former treaties, of Utrecht, Aix-la- 
Chapelle, and others, particularly thofe with Spain ^. 
It will be a fatal blow to the commercial inierefts of 

* The FamVy Comfa3 is a Treaty of the moft alarming natiire to all Europe. 
An abftra^t of it is given in the ** Joilrtial HiftoHque ou Fftftes du Regn« de 
•* Lottts XV." ftioted ft Paris id a voL 8fo. ki 17761 with the Fi^ciCh Kiit^'s 
privilege. ^ 

" 15 Aouti 1761. 
*' Le ftoi et le roi d'Efpagne concluent im traite o\i pa^e de families tant pom* eux 
^ 4<]e poor le toi d€» deiUt Skiles, eC l-fn&nt Due de Parmer cdntenimt 2S articles, 
^ par Uf^uels ils ^aUHiilnt entre eux vine alliance perpetueUe, conveoant de re- 
''garder ^ Tavenir comme ennemie toute puiilance ennemie de Tua d'eux, et 
•Y<8 gjtfttntilfant reClproqWffient letirs etafs dans ^iielques parties du monde qii'ils 
** (6itttt ficue^ ftiivant l*4tat od ils fe troitteroiit en paix avec les autres puifiaziceii ; 
** s'obligeaQt de-fe fbuniir les fecoitrs n^celTaires^ de faire la guerre conjointemefit, 
«* rt de ne point fair6 de paix feparce l,«n de fautre. Ce traite porte encore fup- 

* ffTiffioli 4d (&t>)t d'adbaide en France, en favour des fujets des rois d'Efjfiagna et 
^ dt Sidle ; et eeovonlion exprefTe i]ae Ite fu)ets des trois couronnes joairaat, ikns 
«* leurs etats reciproques, des mdme droits, privileges et exemptions que les na-. 

* tio&attx par fappoft 2 Isf navlgactlon 6t an commerce, fans que les autres puiilances 
<<49l'Cara^ pMaOL tere tftmifes ii oette alliance de femille, ni pr/tetidrij p^r 
^ leurs Ji^tSf U miwn trmemem dans les etats des trois couronnes. 

** I-es ratifications de ce traite forent echangees le 8 Septembre." Vol. 11. p. 700^ 
•f The $th article of the treaty of ^ce between Oreat Britain and Spaift, ctfn- 
clddtM! at Utrecht the 13^1 of July, 171 3, is in thefe words. 

IX. It is further agreed and concluded, as a general rule, that all and fmgular 
the fubjeiSts of each kingdom fliall, in all countries and places, oil both fides, h^'e 
flbrf et^ th« fanie privUt^es, liberties, and iMmuiities, as to all duties, impofi- 
tidM> dr cuftofns v^hatibevtMr, relating to peifons, goods, and merchandizes, fhips, 
freights, feamen, ftavigation, and commerce ; and fhall have thp Jike fevour in all 
things as the fubje^s <^f France^ or any other foreign nation, the moft favoured, 
lunr^ polTefs, and enjoy, or ai any time bertafttr my have, J>Ojffefs, tr enjoy, 
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tkis kingdom, wlienerer irk carried ia]U> exMndoA 

by the whole Hovifc of Bourbon. 
. Afi UDiverfal gkxxn. Sir, feems to be fpreadk^ 
over our poUttcal hecnifphere ; yet we ane caUed upoa 
by Minlfters to addrefs the throne in fuch terms, as if 
we were only fufiering a flight and tranfient misfor* 
tune, not groaning under the load of exorbitant 
and enormous taxes^ and on the brink of ruin. Since 
the late augmentation of the Civil Lift, we ieem tobe 
wonderfully improved in chirping addref]fes. This is 
not, however, a piping time if pea€e. Compliments 
liuring the calamity of a wide extended civil war, 
brought on by minifterial oppreliioii, are abfurd. The 
profped frooi America is covered with clouds and 
darknefs. A pleafiog ray of light ieeins at the piefenc 
moment to beam upon us from the oobie Lord^s {m>- 
pofition for an immediate cejfation of armu If t^ is 
reje&ed, I fear the xiatton wiU fink in delpain 
7!frtf/ proportion I confider as the firft, moft neceflary 
Sep to a reconciliation. After a c^0tm if armSy I 
hope our fleets and armies will be withdrawn, ail the 
late unjuft ads repealed, and the ' d:\arters re:ftored« 
I^t us treat with the liberal fpirit of freemen aikd £«{;• 
iifhmen. Ufuonditional fubmi/Jion^ is pmionjlitutional fub^ 
miJ/ioHy and becomes only the flaves of an arbitrary 
monarch. Force againft the vaft American con- 
tinent, we have found, avails us nothing. All coer- 
cion appears to be impoffible, The^ -attempts Of vi- 
olence have been followed with deep diftrefs, di%race, 
jQiame, and difappointment. • Let us, therefore, at 
laft hear, and obey, the voice of reafon, which caUs 
aloud upon us to fave ourfclves and our brethren. The 
$imes teem with events, which rauft determine the 
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fefc of this oace great and powerfiil cmprre. Let 
us be guided by the principles of lenity and jufticey 
that the bleffii^s of peace and unixyn may be reftored^ 
aqd permanently remain, to the whole empire. 



Votes of Dec. lo, 1777. 

The Houfe was moved. That an Ad, made in th«e 
6th year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, intituled, 
** An AGt for the bettel: fecuring the dependency of 
** his Majefty's dominions in Americaj upon the 
*^ Crown and Parliament of Great Britain," might be 
be read. 

And the fame being read accordingly i 

A motion was made, and the queftion being pro- 
fpofed, that leave be given ito bring in a bilj, to repeal 
the faid Aft. 

And the previous queftion being put, that that 
queftion being now put. 

It paffed in the negative. 

Ur. Wilkes iziA, 

Mr. Speaker, 

J chofe, from motives of policy, to delay the m(i. 
tion, which I mean now to fubmit to the Houfe, 
till the eftaWiftiments both of the navy and army for 
the enfuing year were compleated. After- fuch pro 
digious preparations for war, after every fingle article 

whiclv^ 
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^hich the Miniftfers have aiked, hzi been gtMtt6, 
We are armed at every point for the vigorous profecu- 
tion of hoftilities, we may, with more appearance of 
dignity jL hold out propofitions for peace* This Houfe^ 
Sir, has voted 60,000 Teamen, including near 12, 00 
marines, above 20,000 effeftive landmen, commiffion 
and non-commiflion officers included, for guards, gar* 
rifons, and the forces to be kept up in Great Britain, 
Jerfey, and Guernfey* We have befides in our pay 
five battalions of Hanoverians, aftually in garrifon, 
to the eternal reproach of England, at Gibraltar and 
Minorca ; the various troops of Heflc Caffel, Hanau, 
Waldeck, Brandebourg-Anfpach, and Anhalt-Zerbft, 
amounting to above 69,000 of thofe mercenaries ; in 
all, a land army of more than 89,000 men. This 
Houfe has not yet been affembled three weeks, and 
v;c have already voted ^way of the people's money no 
lefs a fum than 8,643,0041. I believe this is only the 
fixteenth.day fince the opening of the Seflipn. Every 
day of the prefent Seffion has therefore, on an average, 
coft the people above 500,000!* What a relief to 
their fears, Sir, will be the adjournnlent, which Mi- 
nifters have juft mentioned, of near fix weeks ? How 
much it wiU augment the feftivity of the feafon ? Yet 
I fear, Sir, it will proVe only a temporary relief; and 
that Minifters retreat for a Ihort time, to return with 
, redoubled force and fury, to lay frefh burdens and ad- 
ditional impofitions on this exhaufted natibn. 

Amidft all thefe amazing preparations for war, fcarcely 
1SL thought of, or a ligh for, peace, feems to obtrude upon, 
or efcape, any one of our Minifters. Whit lingle ftep 
has been taken by adminiftration to put an end to this 
ruinous war, and to prevent the farther efFufiqn of 

O humaa 
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humin blood ? A noble Lord * on this fide the HmdHf 
who is the worthy heif of the patriotic virtues of art 
illuftrious father, propofed oft the firft day of this Sef- 
fioh an immediate cejfaiion of arms ; but the pfopofitfon 
was rejected by a great majority. Scarcely a hint of % 
wilh for peace has been mad^ by any member of admini* 
ftiration. I will not, however, Sir, he difptrited* Some 
late events, unknown to the Houfe at that time, may 
induce the moft violent to Hften to thofe healing mea-. 
fares, which, in the infolence of our imagined tri-. 
umphs, ^^e rejeded with difdain. The preliminary 
of peace, which I ihall take the liberty of fubmitting 
to the Houfe, ftrikes at the root of the evil, thecon- 
feffed caufe and origin of the American war. I mean. 
Sir, the right of taxation^ which is enaded in the 
Declaratory Adj the repeal of which I (hall prefently 
move. I believe. Sir, according to the forms of thi^ 
Houfe, I muft firft defire the clerk to read that aft. It 
is the fixth of the King, chapter the twelfth.' 

[The Clerk reads]. 

To make laws to hind the Colonies and people of America 
in all cafes wbatfoevef! I believe. Sir, this is the 
ihorteft compendium of flavery ever giveui It is the 
broadeft bafis of tyranny. In all cafes nvbatfoever ! 
therefore in taxation. Three millions of freemen to be 
taxed at the arbitrary will and pleafure of this HoufCj^ 
without a fingle perfon to reprefent them, or to con- 
trol the expenditure of their money ! If the Ame* 
riCans could tamely fubmjt to this, they would de- 
ferve to be Haves. They ought to be more contemned 
than the Cappadocians of infamous memory, who re- 

tf Thi I^arqujs 6f Granby, member for the XJniverfity of Cambridge. 
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fufed the Kbcity, which Was offered them by the Ro- 
mans. If we can take a part of their property without 
their confent, we can take the whole* It is impoffiblc 
to draw the linfe. This Houfe might vote away the 
whole property of America without the confent of one 
man on that vaft continent* The very fuppofition is 
hot only repugnant to every idea of the common 
rights of mankind^ but // is againji the franckifcs of 
the land for freemen to be talced but by their confent in par-' 
Samenty as Lord Coke declares. We know by tlic 
law of England) that the protellant fubje&s of our^ 
Colonies in America are incitlcd to all the liberties, 
privileges, and immunities, of the natural-born fub- 
jefts of this kingdom. The next ftep to taxation na- 
turally follows* Minifters might apply an American 
revenue to the advancement of their own profligate 
plans, perhaps to the fame bafe purpofes as the taxes 
levied among us, to the augmentation of an enormous 
civil lift, to increafe the overgrown influence of the 
Crown, and corrupt the reprcfentatives of the people* 
Even without any taxation we have experienced that 
the whole produce of American induftry centered in 
Great Britain. I do not intend, Sir, to go into a 
difquifition of the ftale queftion of taxation and repre^ 
fentationy nor the wretched nonfenfe of a virtual repro^ 
fentation here of three millions of fubjefts on the other 
fide the Atlantic. I remember once before to have 
fully argued thofe queftions. I ihall now confine my- 
felf to the repeal of the Declaratory A6ly and the other 
adb injurious to the freedom of America. Without 
this repeal we cannot, I am fatisfied, have peace, ngyr 
I believe would the Americans treat with you on any 
oih&x terms. They proceeded, at the beginning, with 
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,wonderful temper and coolnefs ; but at laft they ftam-' 
med up all their injuries as comprifed in the Declara* 
jny AHy which they reprobated with fpirit. While 
this aft remains in the Statute Book', you never can 
think of any negociation with the Congrefs. The 
firfl: Congrefs, which met in 1 7 74, adted with pru- 
dence and calm dignity, with moderation and magna* 
nimity. They did not direftly attack the Declaratory 
ylSf. They knew it had pafled in an adminiftration 
compofed of men who had declared themfelves friends 
to American freedom, and had adtually repealed the 
" Stamp Aft/* They confidered it as a bruiumfulmen 
on the part of this country. They, in dutiful terms, 
folicited the repeal of the *^ Bofton Port Bill," the 
" Maflachufet's Charter Bill,'' and that monfter of 
defpotifm and popery, the " Quebec Aft ;" but they 
pafled over in filcnce the " Declaratory Aft/' Yet, 
Sir, although no exprefs mention was made of that 
Aft, they put in the ftrongeft proteft againft the claim, 
or exercife, of any fuch powers in their y^xy frjl re- 
folution. It is of Oft. 14, 1774. " The inhabitants of 
" the Englifh Colonies in North America, by the im- 
" mutable laws of nature, the principles oftheEng- 
'* liih conftitution, and the feveral charters or com- 
** pafts, have the following rights-i Refolvedj ne- 
** mine contradicente, that they are inritled to life, li- 
*^ berty, and property^ and they have never ceded to 
*' any fovereign power whatever a right to difpofe cf 
^' either without their confent^ 

In the year following, the fecond Congrefs, finding all 
their endeavours here for a redrefs of their grievances in- 
effeftiual, thought it neceflary to hold out a kind of ulti^ 
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matum to this country, and to fpeak the plain, full, 
manly language of injured freemen. In a " Declara- 
^^ tion by the reprefentatives of the United Colonies oi ^ 
" North America, now met in Congrefs at Philadelphia, 
** fetting forth the caufes and neceflity of their taking 
" up arms," July 6, 1775, it is faid, " we for ten 
*^ years inceflantly and ineffeftually befieged the throne 
" as fupplicants ; we reafoned, we remonftratcd with 
^^ Parliament, in the moft mild and decent language, 
" Parliament have undertaken to give and grant oui* 
*^ money without our confent, though we have ever 
" exercifed an exclufive. right to difpofe of our own 
" property, &c. &c, &c. But why Ihould we enume- 
" rate our injuries in detail ? By one Statute it is de- 
*^ clared, that Parliament can of right make laws to bind 
" m in all cafes whatfoever. What is to defend us 
" againft fo enormous, fo unlimited a power? Not a 
^^ fingle man of thofe who affume it, is chofen by us, 
'* or is fubjeft to our control or influence; but on the 
*' contrary, they are all of them exempt from the ope- 
' " ration of fuch laws, and an American revenue, if not 
** diverted from the oftenfible purpofes for which it is 
" raifed, would aftually lighten their own burdens in 
** proportion as they increafe ours." This one Statute^ 
the Declaratory A^, is the fountain, from which not 
only waters of bitternefsy but rivers of blood, have 
flowed. 

I ought. Sir, in jufticc to the Congrefs y to take no* 
tice, that even after this they prefented a mofl: humble 
and dutiful petition to the King. From the ill-judged 
reply of the American Secretary, that no anfwer would 
be given J I fuppofe every idea of obtaining a redrefs of 
their pwmerous grievances vanifhecL Yet in this very 
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Dedarattdn they fay, *^ we ihall lay down our arms^ 
^' when hofliliths Jball ceafe on the part of the aggref- 
** fors, and all danger of their being renewed Ihall be 
** removed, and not before.'* I will venture. Sir, to do 
this much injured body of men juftice on another fub- 
jeft againft the falfe -and malevolent affertions of the 
noble * Lord at the head of the American department. 
His Lordfliip declared to ys in the moft explicit terms, 
*^ that the Congrefs had endeavoured to engage the In- 
** dian favages in their fervice, and would have em* 
*^ ployed them in the war/' It is well known in what 
manner they muft always be einploycd, not in the ufe 
rf the fword and bayonet, of which they arc ignorant, 
but of the fcalping knife, and tomohawk, in which 
Ihey are expert. The Congrefsy Sir, in the true h^oic 
fpirit of bravery y which mercy always accompanie^s, re- 
probated the idea of torture and cruelty. They deter- 
mined on fair, honourable war, unftained by murder or 
maffacre. I will convidt his Lordfliip on the fuUefl: 
evidence of the groflcft impofition on this Houfe, apd 
of a violation of truth. The Journals of the Congrefs', 
Sir, both that of 1 774 and 1 775, have been as regularly 
publiflied to the world, as the Foies of the Houfe of Com-* 
pons are by you, Mr, Speaker, In the Journal <^ J\}ne 
30, 1 775, I find the following words, " Refolved, that 
*^ the Committee for Indiap affairs do prepare proper 
** talks to the feveral tribes of Indians, for engaging 
^* the continuance of their friendfliip toui, and WfiK/rj- 
*« lity in our pref^nt unhappy difpute with Great J5ri- 
<* taip," This was. Sir, after the provocations of the 
Tepeated flaughter of their friends at Lexington, Con'i. 
cprd, and Bunker^ Hill, But, Sir, although th^ O^^ 

* Xor^ GcQjTSe'Genn^jjM^m^)^ for Eaft Qru^c^d. 
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grefs refufed tp aflc the barbarous aid of the fyvages^ 
the jLijig's general moft readily and with eagernefc em- 
ployed them. He boafts of ;t in his Proclamation of 
laft June. No man. Sir, who has re^d that Proclama* 
tiorjy and Major General Gates's letter, will Ihed the 
tear of pity over the misfortunes of Mn Burgoyne* 
Majpr General Gates fays in his letter of Aug. 28, tp 
Mr, Prefident Hancock, " the horrid murders an^ffalp- 
^^ ^^S^ paid for and encouraged by Lieutenant General Bur^ 
" g<^y^^9 previous to his defeat at Bennington, will for 
^' ever ftain the honour .of the Britifli arms. ^ In on9 
*' houfe the parents with fix children were mcji cruelly 
** butchered.'* Is this. Sir, the mercy of the King, whic^ 
General Burgoyne in his Proclamation fays, his Mut 
jejly^s numerous armies and fleets in every quarter of Ame- 
rica were to difplay as well as bis power ^ndjujlice? He 
fucceeded to irritate, not to intimidate, his enemies*. 
But, Si.r, although I do not feel the leaft fpark of cqm,- 
paffion for the fate of Mr. Burgoyne, I truly commife.- 
rate the fituation of the troops with him. I regret ,tlie 
lofs of the brave foldiers who perifhed in the aftiqn, 
and I pity thofe who furvive. I am forry t;h;it 8qo 
valiant Englilh.and Germans were killed in a bad cauie, 
in fighting againft the beft conftitution on e^rth. Sir, 
it was infcribed on the tombs of the 300 Spartans, whp 
^t Thermopylae devoted themfelves to ^ glorious death 
for the liberties of Greece, Pajfengery gp tell at Sparta^ 
thai W died for having obeyed her holy la'f/os. It pugl)t 
to be engraven on the tombs of the 800 who fell in the 
late ^diiony Pajfengerj go tell in England, that w^ ^pifpT 
having violated her holy cpnjiitution; for fuch, in my opi- 
nion, is the cafe of every man, who has in this civil war 
drawn hi;5 fword againft our brethren in, America, and 
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perWhed In the conflidt. The fituation, Sir, of thofe 
Vvho furvive, is to be cpmmiferated, not fo much for 
the calamities which they have fuffered, calamities 
brought on by themfelves, as for the Ipfs of honour, 
which, if we are rightly informed, has accompanied the 
circiiniftances of their defeat aqd furrender. The terms 
pf the Capitulation for Geperal Burgoyne, and th^ vete- 
ran troops under his cpnimand, are flated tp be, deli- 
yering up their arms, being permitted without mo^efr 
tation to embark for Europe, ^nd not ferving againf^ 
^he Americans during the war. They have then put 
themfelves hors de combat. They have agreed no mor? 
to face thefe cowardly Americans, They cpnfent, nop 
to qieafure fword? again with their conquerors during 
the war j not to make a iSngle effort to recover their 
loft laurels. If tl^ey h^d fiirrendered prifoners of war^^ 
they might have bepn exchanged, and the fortyne of 
war crowned them with futur^ yiftories. I'hat chance 
they have given up as well as their armsj We have 
now fcftrcely a company of foot in ^rmi in all the norr 
thern Colonies, except Canada. The Englilh jt the 
Rattles of Prefton-Pans. and Falkirk fuffered two moft 
ignominious defeats. There \yas however no capitula-? 
tion that the yanquilhed troops lhov|ld not ferve againft 
the f^me enemies during th^ remainder of the ^ya'r. At 
CuUoden they waflied away the foul ftain of that nati* 
onal dif^race in the blood of thofe perjured Scots, re- 
bels againft a mild prince, and an equal fyften^ of laws, 
Jt is. Sir, very remarkable, that the fapie nien, who 
ftyled at that timp the Scotilh rebels infurgents now call 
the American infurgents by the nan^e of rebels. I will 
never, Sir, adopt the appellation. I think the Ame- 
j"icans are fighting in a good caufe for the defence of 
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their jvi& privileges, and chartered, as well as inoate, 
rights, I am fure the proudeft and moft defpotic court 
in Eijropc, that of Vienna, would npt have treated their 
lubje&s in the manner this court has treated the Ame* 
ricans, I mean z% rebels. When the prefent Emprefi 
Queen, then only Queen of Hungary, fucceeded her 
father, the Emperor Charles VI. in 1 740, flie fecured 
the affeftions of her Hungarian fubjedts by readily tak- 
ing the old oath of the Sovereign of that country, 
eftablilhed in 1222. The greateft * genius in Europe 
gives it us at full length. If 1, or any of my fucceffbrs^ 
at any time, fhould attempt to infringe your vkiwl^gk^ 
youy and your pofterity, are permit ted, by virtue of this 
fromife, to defend yourfelvesj without being liable -to be 
.treated as rebels. If the anceftors of the prefent Em- 
prefs Queen had been as wife, the Houfe of Auftria 
would not have loft Switzerland, as they did by injuf^ 
tice and oppreffion. The Americans, Sir, I think, arc 
now defending the privileges of every fubjeft of the 
Britifli empire, as well as their own. If this country 
did juftice to the fame fpirit of freedom in them, which 
we applaud in pur aneeftors, we ihould admire their 
heroiim, and be eager to repeal all thofe a£ts which 
ure undoubted badges of flavery, particularly the i)^* 
claratory Aa, which I (hall always confider as an inva^* 
lion of the people's rights. Till we do th^t, we caa 
have no rational hope of any reconciliation* Th& de£* 

* Voltaire i^pf Maric-Th:re{(?, epoufe du Gfand Due de Tofcaae Franjoisllc 
]Lorraine, gagna furtout Tefprit des Hongrois en fe foumettant i pr^er Tancipn fer- 
ment du roi Andr^ II. fait I'an 1221. Si moi ou qaelqi^es uns de mes fdccefleurs^ 
en quelque tcms que ce foit, vcut enfi-^inidre vos priviipges, qu'il vous foit permis ea 
veitu de cette promelTe, a vpus et a vos defceiidans, de voiis defendre, fans pouvoir 
^b'e traiCes de nketln. 

Ivk the margin he adds thefe worils, ftrmiMt /IngMlier ti jtiim demaitfoi Pet re, Vq|.« 
fakc^ §ivCle de Louis XIV. Tom. ill. p. 429t 
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pcratc fituation of ow affairs, from the variety of cir- 
cumftances which have been ftated, and the late capi- 
tulation of a whole army, prove this abfolute neceffity 
^terminating the bloody civil war, this general (avagc 
Jddian maflacre. 

The Declaratory A£ly which we had no right to pafs, 
will never be fubmitted to by the freemen on the other 
fide the Atlantic, The fpirit of it is hoftile in the ex- 
treme to liberty. To kind tbefubje3 in all cafes wbatfoT 
$v^r ! It is a charter of flavery. I deny the principle 
of this adt as much at home as in America. We ridi- 
cwloufly of late bewilder ourfelves with frantic^ high- 
fiowHj fooorous expreffions of the omnipotence of Parlia-^ 
menf. The gentleft natures appear too fond of power, 
although they do not abufe it. There are many things, 
which Parliament cannot do ; many cafes, in which it 
l)»s no power. We cannot vote ourfelves perpetuaL 
W-e cannot fill up our vacancies, as the late Houfe of 
Commons indeed did in the cafe of the Middlcfc^ elecr 
tion, but all good men abhorred the ufurpatioii, an^ 
llie nation were almoft unanimous in their remonUranr 
Cics againft it. We are mere'y a delegp-tjed powe^.from 
the people, and in that capacity oAly a third p^rt of 
the legifl^ure. We cannot therefore furrepdcr their 
<hare of power, by whofc favour alooe we acquire the 
right of giving any isote in this Houfe, It would be 
treachery, and even nhUm^ in the kxvmt agaipft the 
mailer. Can we, Sir, repeal Magna Charta? Has this 
JHo:afe the power to eftabliih the Mahometan religion ? 
^Government is only a truft from the people for their 
^ood, and in Ifeveral inftances fo far from poff^ffing an 
abfolute power, we ought to acknowledge, that we ha-v^ 
no ppwQr at all, I will never admit arbitrary power <o 

be 
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he lodged in any man, or body of men: Many things 
are fo clofely woven in with the conftitution, like the 
trial by jury, that they cannot be feparated, unlefi 
the body of the people exprelfly declare otherwife, after 
free and full confideration. There are fundamental, 
inalienable rights, land-marks of the conftitution, which 
canHot be removed, n The cmnipotence of Parliament 
therefore, which is contended for, feems to me a falie 
and dangerous doftrine. 

I have great reverence, Sir, for the memory of that 

whig adminiftration, which pafled the Declaratory AS. 

I fpeak as a public man. I honour them for their Iph. 

ritcd refolutions againft general warrants ^ and X^CAfeimrt 

of papers^ by which the perfonal liberty of the fubjeft,' 

and the moft important fecrets of life, were rendered 

facred and inviolable. I highly applaud the turning 

the excifeman out of private houfes by the repeal of 

the Cyder-Tax^ The negociation for the Manilla ran* 

fom, which fo deeply interefted many of our braveft 

men in the navy and army, revived under their au- 

fpices ; but alas ! after many faint and feeble efforts it 

languiflied and expired. Many excellent regulation 

of trade and commerce were made by them. But, Sir, 

I fliould have thought all their glories fullied by the 

paffing of this Declaratory A3y which pretends to efta- 

blifh a claim of unlimited authority over the ColonieSj 

^ I did not believe it was a kind of force on that lid* 

Tniniftxation, % fort of compromife with the traitors 

at home for the repeal of the Stan^JSi^ which 

liad thrown the whole empire into convulfions. 

The St amp' A3 ought, in my idea, to have been re^ 

pealed on the firft great principles of juftice, iiot on 

th« 
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the naritow ground of political expediency, or from any 
commercial motives. I was abroad at the time, and 
may ha;(^e been mifinformed ; but if I am not, the re* 
peal vffis abfolutely neceffary to lay the ftorm, which 
raged with the greateft fury, both here among the mer- 
chaflts, and in North America, after the pafling of the 
Stamp A^. The repeal was warmly oppofed by * fomc 
of the royal family, and xht favourite in the Houfe of 
Lords, by his family and friends in both Houfes, by 
the whole cabinet, the Lords of the Bed-chamber, and 
almoft all the King's and Queen's houfeholds. Per- 
haps the repeal had not been carried, but by the com* 
promife of this- Declaratory A6i. I am fatisfied, that 
the adminiftration, which pa^cd that 4^^ never in- 
tended to inforce it, at leaft by taxation. The new 
miniftry however in the fucceeding year built on this 
folid foundation of a right to taxation, which they f?iw 
was eftablifhe^ for them. They laid duties on tea, 
glafs, red and white lead, painter's cplours, and Qther 
things. The right had been afcertained by their pre- 
deceflbrs. The only objections, which could now be 
made, were the inexpediency and impolicy of the ex-r 

* The Duke of York, the Earl of Bute, Lord Movint Stuart, Right Hon. Jam^s 
Stuart Mackenzie, Earl Talbot, Lord Steward of hi^ Majefty's HoufehoW, B^uke of 
Ancafter, Mailer of the Horfe to the Queen, Earls pf Oxford, Denbigh, Bucking-^ 
tiamlhire, Orford, Coventry, Eglingtown, and Lord |lobcrt Bertie, Lords of the 
Bedchamber to the King, Earl Harcourt, Lord Chamberlain to the Queen,^ Willian^ 
Slackfloae, Efq; Solicitor General to the Queen, Right Hooourable Gilbert £lliot« 
Treafurcf pf the Kind's Chamber, Thomas Gilbert, Efq; Con^vptroUer of the King's 
Wardrobe, David Graeme, Ef<i; Secretary to the Queen, Charle?. Jenkinfon, Efq; 
Auditor of A^compts to the Princefs Dow«ger oT Wales, John Manners, Eiq; Houfes 
keeper at Whitehall, 3amucl Martin, Efq; Trcafu^-cr tj the Princefs Dowager of 
Wales, Honourable Archibald Montgomery, Efq; Equerry to the Queen, Joh^k 
Moftyn,Efqf Edmund Nugent, Efq; and Henry Scynunir, Efq; Grooms of the Bed- 
chamber to the King, Ho^iourable Henry St. John, Groom of t^ie Be<ichjimber to thf 
Dnke of York, Henry Wauchope, Efqj Deputy Privy Purfe to his Majefty, General 
^urgtyne^ Lord B^Tington, 3cc. &c. ^c vo^cdagainft the Repeal of th9 Stamp Adt, 
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crcife in thofe inftanccfi, and at that pttiod* If t had 
been in England, Sir, at that time, and in pa,rliament, 
1 fliould ftrenuoufly have oppofed the principle! of the 
Declaratory A£i ; but I was forced into a cruel exile and 
outlawry by the wickednefs and injuftice of one admi- 
niftration, and kept abroad by the tamenefs and timi- 
dity of another. I was perfecuted with extreme rage 
and violence by a fet of men who thought themfelves 
injured, and abandoned by thofe I had eflen- 
t rally ferved, who before encouraged me, and ap- 
proved my conduft. I was made their fcapegoat^ 
doomed to bear into the wildernefs the fins and iniqui- 
ties of a great political party, when in oppofition. 
Surely, Sir, their fins and iniquities muft have been of 
a deep dye, and remain Hill unexpiated, for ipfe aries 
etiam nunc vellerajiccat. I would. Sir, in this impor- 
tant bufinefs of the repeal of the Declaratory ASlj per-^ 
fuade myfelf that there is not an obftinacy of opinion, 
a tenacioufnefs of adhering to what we have once done, 
merely becaufe we have done it. It feems very clear, 
that we can have no peace, till the accurfed thing is re^ 
vioved frcm out camp. From that happy moment I 
Ihould hope the rude clamours of war would ceafe, and 
the gentle voice of peace be heard. I truft therefore in 
this time of general conjier nation, in this day of diftreft 
and difgrace to our country, that there will be a per- 
fedt union of fentiment among us, an univerfa| concur- 
rence in this firft preliminary of peace. 

I have only, mentioned. Sir, the repeal of the D^cUtra- 
tory ABj but I mean afterwards to fubmit to the Houfc. ane- 
%her motion for the repeal of the whole fyftcm of nQW ftaf 
tutes and regulations rdpefting America fince the yekt 
1 763. Ifix on thatperiod^becaufetheCongrefs con^laii^ 
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of nothing prior to that «ra. They have never hilited at 
the repeal of the Navigation Ady nor any other afts be- 
fore that year^ In the petition of the Congrefs to the 
King, in Oftober 1774, they fay, " from this deftruc- 
^' tive fyftem of colony adminiftration, adopted /w^ 
*^ ibe conclujion ^ the laft war^ have flowed thofe dif- 
'^ treiOfesy dangers, fears, and jealoufies, that overwhelm 
*^ your Majefty's dutiful colonies with affliction; and 
*^ we defy our moft fubtle and inveterate enemies to 
" trace the unhappy differences between Great Britain 
** and thefe Colonies from an early period, or ftom 
** other caufes than we have afligned, &c. &c. We 
^^ prefent this petition only to obtain redrefs of grie- 
*^ vances, and relief from fears and jealoufies, occafi^ 
*^ oned by the fyftem of ftatutes and regulations 
*' adopted jince the clofe of the laji war J' In tlie fame 
year the Congrefs declared to th<; people of Gteat Bri-» 
tain, *^ place us in the fame fituaticm that we were at 
*^ the clofe of the lafi war^ and oat farmer harmony wiU 
*^ be reJioredJ* It is an explicit offer of a compaA be-» 
tween the two countries* Their language was exaftly 
the fame in the following year, in their laft petition to 
the Throne. *^ They were alarmed by a new fyftem of 
^^ fiatuies and regulations y adopted for the adminiftra- 
*^ tion of the Colonies,' that filled their minds with the 
** moft painful fears and jealoufies/* Here then. Sir, 
;^reat Britain is at iflue with. the Colonies. Repeal 
thefe unjuflt and injurious AMs^ and our formu barmot^ 
mU be reftored; We fhall hear no more of the fword 
and bayonet on one fide, nor th^fonlping-knfe and tonun 
tawk on the otlDer* There will be no more effufioo 
i^ human blood, no heart-piercing cries of whole fa*- 
xnilies mofi ^iietty butxberuii or: expiring under tor* 

^res. 

1 fear. 



( 207 ) 

1 fear, " Sir/ that I have intruded too long onth<! 
patience of the Houfc. I wilh not to tire gentlemen. 
I am fure, I had rather hear any voice than my own 
within th^fe walls ; but I muft beg, on a bufinefs of 
this moment, a little farther indulgence to give, as 
briefly as I can, a general account of the other A£ls^ 
which I h6pe will be repealed. I begin with the 
fourth of the King. From that period of this inaufpi- 
cioUs and inglorious reign, a regular and uniform fyf- 
tem of attack on the rights and privileges, both df 
America and Great Britain, has been, except duri];ig 
a Ihort interval, invariably purfued, under the direc^ 
tk>n, I believe, of the real Minifter. We /hall np# 
' fee how this fyftem has operated in a variety of A6ls 
againft our brethren in the Colonies of North America. 
The fourth of the King, chap. 15. is, ** An Aft for 
**. granting certain duties in the Britilh Colonies and 
V^ Plantations in America, &c.*' Another Aft of the 
fame year is chap. 34. ** An Aft to prevent papef 
*5 bills of credit, hereafter to be iffued in any of hii 
*', Majefty's Colonies or Plantations in America, from 
*^. being declared to be a legal tender in payments of 
** money, &c.'* In the following year the *^ AQ: t6 
'* alter certain rates of poftage, &c.*' In the fixth of 
the King, ^^ An Adt for repealing certain duties in 
*^ the Britifti Colonies and Plantations, &c. and for 
** granting other duties inftead thereof, &c &c.** The 
fubfequent year teemed with two births fatal to Ame- 
Hcari liberty. I mean the " Aft to enable his Maj^Ily 
^' to put the cuftoms and other duties in the BrJtift 
** dominions in America, &c. under the managethent 
** oiCommiJioners^ &c.*' I muft, however, declare, that 
i bclicvci thfe hope 6f J>r6viding fof the nUmbtfriefe 
7 hungry 
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hungry dependents and fycophant>, who daily ibd 
hourly befeecb and bejiege th6 miniftcr^ gave rife to 
this ftatute* The other KQl of the ftriie year, mti- 
tuled, " An Aft for granting certain duties ia the 
^' Britifh Colonies and Plantations in America, fec^ 
&c/' I fliall move to he only in, part repealed ; for fo 
much of it as relates to the duties on glafs, red and 
white lead, painters' colours, pafte-boards, mill-boards, 
and fcale-boards, is already repealed by the tenth of 
the King, chap. xvii. Then, Sir, follows the A6t ia 
the eighth of the King, intituled, " An Aft for the 
" more eafy and effedual recovery of the penalties and 
*^ forfeitures inflifted by the Acts of Parliament re- 
** lating to the trade or revenues of the Britifti Co^ 
** lonies and Plantations in America/' Thefe Afts 
are objected to, becaufe duties are impofed by them 
for the purpofe of raifmg a revenue in America, They 
take away the trial by jury, and extend the powers of 
the Admiralty Courts beyond their ancient and legal 
jurifdiaion. The twelfth of his Majefty, chap> 24«. 
I propofe to repeal, becaufe perfons committing a 
variety of offences fpecified in that Ad:, cut of this 
realnij may be tried in any county within this realm. 
iThis is direftly contrary to the firft principles of the 
conftitution, which gives a right to a trial by a jury 
of the vicinage, who are juftly fuppofed bed to know 
the party accufed. The fame objedion holds in full 
force againft the Ad in 1774, intituled, " An Adt for 
•^ the impartial adminiftration of juftice in the cafes of 
" perfons queftioned for any afts done by them in the 
'* execution of the law, or for the fuppreffion of riots 
'* and tumults in the Province of the Maflachufet's Bay 
*^ iuNew England.^ Another Ad, in the fame year, 

chap# 
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eliap. 45, takes iway the Charter grahted to tffe inha* 
bitants of the Province of Maffachufct^s Bay by the 
glorious William III. The Quebec Aft followe^^ 
which totally annihilated the mild and equal fyftem of 
Engliih laws, and eilablifhed French tyranny and the 
Romiih religion in their moft abhorred extent. The 
Romiih clergy by the faid Aft may claim to bol^y re* 
teive, and tnjoy^ their accufiomed dues and rights J and no 
perfin frojeffmg the Remijh religicn is obliged to take ihi 
oath required by the ftatute in the firjl year of S^een Elizas 
hetb. The minifters of thfe eftablilhed church of 
England were, as ufual, totally neglefted by the Scottilh 
father of this Aft, and even thofe of his own kirk \x^ 
this inftance^ Then comes the fweepiog Aft againflt 
the whole Thirteen Provinces, intituled, " An Aft to 
" prohibit all trade and intereourfe with the Colonies of 
•^ New Hampftiire, Maflachufet's Bay, Rhode liland, 
" Connefticut, New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania> 
^^ the three lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland^ 
<< Virginity N«)^rth Carolina^ South Carolina^ and 
*^ Georgia, &c* &c/' which trade etnd intereourfe 
brought into Great Britain^ comntmibus antth^ neaf 
two millions annually^ The laft aft I IhaU mention ii 
worthy of completing the black catalogue. It is thtp ' 
Aft of the lad feflion, ^^ to impower his Mi^fty to fe» 
^ cure and detain p^rfons charged with, or iufpefted 
♦^ of^ the crime of High Treafon, committed in any of 
•** his Majeft/s Colonies or Plantations in America, 
** or OB the high feas, or the crime of piracy,*^ whicSi 
is i?ow continued another year. It is fufficient to fay of 
this Aft, that It fufpends the Habeas Corpus Aft, which 
Judge Blackftone declares to be a fccond Magna Cbarta, 
atui Jiable bulwark of our liberties ^ not sexy Jlable how- 
^ i P tvef, 
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ty^tj Sir, tn this reign, hd mote Am our Ubirtki* 
There arr^, befidcs thofe ^vhicbl have mentioned, thred 
jrtiier Afts complained of by our brethren in America* 
, The flrfl is the fioftoii Port Aft, which paffcd in 1774. 
It wa» repealed in 1776 ; but the fubftance of k Wis rc- 
cnafted in the feme general Ad:, the fixtdenth of the 
King, ch* 5. The Aft likewifc ^* to reftrain the 
«* trade and^ commerce of the Provinces of Maffachufet*s 
** Bay aod New Hampihir^, &c. &c/'.is exaftlyin the 
fame predicament. It was repealed and re-enafted in 
the fame moment. The third Aft alluded to is " for 
f^ provldil^g fuitable quarters for officers and foldiers 
** ift his Majefty's fcryioe in North America/* It 
:paffed in 17741 and expired at Lady-day, 1776. Thefc 
three Afts L thefefcre omit* Perhaps I may have pafled 
oyer fome other obnoxious ftatutes fmccf 1763; but 
.1 m^ani Sir, to pfopofc the repeal of the whole fyftcm 
of the late American fiatute^ and regulations, without 
^hiith it is my fixed opinion ypu taix h»ve^ no.*perm8«« 
nent tranquillity, nor ftiall we fee the dawn <Jf peace in 
«ourtjme.^ I believe the repeal of thp Beclatamy A3y 
•and th^ptber ftatutes, to be the fiecefliiPy fbuftdation fdr 
jt negociatiOn, if Vearfe really In carneft to feveia finking 
ift^te^ if we hope to r^ih our Colonies, not to ruin or 
iibandon them, nor to extinninate their inhabit^s> I 
yould treat America as the/iftef, not the fubjeft, of Eng- 
iand» Bologna in Italy'is ftylcd the fifter, not the fub- 
jcft, of Rome, Itememberthecitybf BcJiognahtfs the 
lYOi'd LiberiiUs in the firJB: quarter of her arms* I wMi 
that, fw/rf^yi all-powerful in every quarter of Italy^ lif 
4^htcric?r, .of the world. 

1 Was not prefcnt. Sir, in the Houfe laft Fi5day 
cveriieg, but 1 have heard of the curious .politicaj xmc/c 
hera at that time between two diftinguilhed parties in 

the 
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^ ©ppoflfiofl, it If the miRifters wcrt iio*r (zMy ma 
tJown, knd all that' remained was to divide the fpoU. 
I was told of very dextrous management, o^ much 
tJiftting and fliuffling, of a variety of pfopofitions hinted 
«rt, On one fide of abandoning the Colonies on certaia 
ttt-nis of Jtdvantdgfe, on the other of giving up fome 
fights, sind enforcing others with vigour. I have no 
fc<inneftion with either party, nor with any 'party of 
Ai ftatc. Proijoco ad populum will ever continue my 
toottcu Bvrt may I venture. Sir, to give both thefe 
parties a hint or two ? I think that they need not qua?* 
ifcl yet, for hitherto I obferve no vacancy on the trea^ 
fiiry bench* Another thing I would juft mention* 
Perhaps it might be prudent for both the parties to at- 
tend a little to the opinion of our common mailer. 
Lord HilllboroughV tifrml4tr kiier to all our gover- 
nors on the continent and iflands has been brought 
into this Houfe for^ various purpofe?. I ihall now 
make ufe of it to convince i>oth parties, all parties, 
every gentleman, of the neceffity of a Ipeedy recon- 
ciliation with the Colonies, from the declared fenti'* 
.itientis of our SovetetgQ* Tiie condufion of that fa- 
tuous '{ecmr is in the folioariDg wo^s ; f' His ' Majefty 
^ itflias ;i2pon your prudence and fidelity for iiM^h an, 
^^expl^aation of his meafures, as: naay texni'to ninnove. 
-^^ fhepi?ejudi(?es which have been el^iced by ;tbe .mif- 
^^ fepcc&ntations aS thofe who are ^eri^s ■^. the 
*^ peace and profperity of Great Britain and JierCor 
^^ lonies, and to re-eftablifli thai rnutual confidence and 
'* affeStim^ upon which the glory andfafity of the Britijb 

. i believe^ Sir, |^at \ J^am d^inonftraced t0 tl;^ 
i^fi^9. Iji^;^wjd>i9lstejy #»pc^ble.i ths^m^lM^m- 
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.fidence and qffe3m can return between Great Brltaui 
and her Colonies, till this Declaratory A5f^ the foun- 
dation of the conteft, the root of the evil, is done 
away. We are evidently in a declining, and fliall foqn 
be in a dcfperate, ftate, if this remedy is not immedi- 
ately applied. I therefore think it my clear duty, npt 

. only for the glory ^ but the vtvf fafety of the Britifli 

, empire, to move, ** That leave be given to bring in 
^* a bill to repeal an Aft, paffed in the fixth year of 

. " his prefent Majefty, intituled, An Aft for the better 
*^ lecuring the dependency of his Majefty's dominions 
*^ in America upon the Crown and Parliament of 
« Great Britain/' 



Votes of March 2, 1778. 

Ordered, 

That the order of the day, for the third reading of 
the bill (now ingroffed) to^ enable his Majefty to ap* 
poitit Commiffioners, with fufficient powers, to treat, 
confult, and agree^ upon the means of quieting the dif- 
orders no^ fubfifting in certain of the Colcmies, Plan- 
tationsVand Proi^nces of North America be now read, 
&c.' &c. * 

That the order of the day for the' third reading '6f 
' the till (now ingrbfleH-y^r-d^clating the intentioiis of 
* the Pa^liamen^of*Great Britain, concerning the exeir- 
•-' * - cifo 



Gife of the right of inipofing taxes within his Majefty*^ 
Colonies, Provinces and Plantations, in North America, 
be now read* 

And the faid order being read accordingly; The 
faid bill was rea(i the third time« 

Refolved, 

That the bill do pafs, and that the title be; Jn AS 
for removing all doubts and apprehenfions concerning taxa^ 
tipn by ibe parliament of Greae Britain^ in any of tie Colo^ 
niesj Provinces y and Plantations in North America and the 
Wefi Indies^ and for repealing fo much of an Ad tnade in 
thefeventh year of the reign of his prefent Majefiy^ as imr 
pofes a duty on Tea imported from Great Britain into any 
Colony or Plantation in America^ or relates thereto. 

Mr, Pf'ilkes faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

■ I have not given theleaft oppofition to the progrefs 
of any one of the conciliatory bills, which have been 
brought into this Houfe by adminiftration. I thought 
it the part of candour to acquiefce, to fuffer the bills 
ro go through the committee without interruption, and 
to receive every improvement, which the noble * Lord 
with the blue ribband, who firft introduced them 
among us, or any of his friends on the other fide of the 
Houfe, chofe to fugged or adopt. We are now, Sir, 
in poffeiiion of a plan, with much care revifed and cor- 
refted by the ojienjible Minifter here, in the full expec; 
ration of its being equally pleafing and palatable on 

^- Lord North; Chanoellor of the Exchequer, Member for Banbury. 
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t>och Mts the Atlantic as well a$ this Houfe. The 
great outlines indeed, Sir, oppofition muft approvc,'for 
tiiey are undoubtedly their own. They were long ago 
traced out by themfelves, although the fpirit of them 
h now gohk. Other tnikm than tbofe of coercion have 
been Idng fteadily urged. The noble Lord with the 
blue ribband has as liberally borrowed their id^jis as 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer means td borrow their 
inoney on Friday, when he opens the budget. The 
gentletnen on this (ide the Houfe hav« frequently pvo^ 
pofdd a r^vifion of all the e<^s complained of by «ut 
American brethren. Above three years ago a parlia^ 
inentary revifion of tht)fe ftatutcs was warmly prd^ed 
on the Minifter i and it is not three months fince I h«4 
the honour of fubmitting to the Houfe a motion far 
the rep^dl of thofe very Ai^s, which, in a kft ^o^ftsmj^ 
tional mode, CcmmiJJioners are now authorized to fuf» 
pendJ I made that motion, Sir, while America was ftill 
free to negotiate, ftill free from all foreign treaties, or 
folemn engagements as independent ftetes, with any of 
the great powers of Europe. There is fcarcely an idea 
in the afts, for gentlemen feem to agree to confidi^r 
them together, whi<;h has not been fuggefted by oppi^ 
fition. The V Ceffation of hpftilities on the part of 
** his Majefty's forces by fea and land/* ^ the granjt- 
*^ ing a pardon or pardons to any numbet or defcrip- 
<^ tion of perfons within the faid Colonies, Provinces 
<' or Plantations,'' *' the treating,' confulting, and' 
«^ agreeing with any body or bodies politic and cof|>a- 
rate, ot with any aflembly or aflemblies of men, or 
with any perfon or perfons Whatfoever, gf or con- 
cerning any grievances or complaints of gricvanc?^ 
exifting or fuppofed to exift, in the government of 
any of the faid Coloniea, Prov^ace*, m Pfcwtationa 

** jrefpec- 
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<^ wfpeajv^Jy, or in the Uws ^pd ilatmes of. this 
f^ realm refp^fting th« faw/' " the txe^jipg o^ 
" aqy ajd or coptrihytipii to be fumiflied by ^ny 
f f oif the Cplpnies, |^rQvi|^ce$, or Plantations rfifpcc*- 
" tiyeiy/' ** the not impofing wy dijty, tax, or 
*^ jliTeiTmeai: lylxatever, payable in any of hi& Maj^fty's 
f* Cplpqip?, Prpvinces, ^qd Plantations in Nprth Acnpr 
*^ fic^, except only fuch duties as it may be expedient 
** to impofe for the regulation of commerce;'* all thefe 
important conilderations have been repeatedly urged to 
tb^ Minifter, while t\\p fword ftill (Icpt in the fcgtbard, 
before the lata deluge of the blood of the fubje&s gf 
this empire in an unjuft and unnatural war. At laft 
more is offered than was aflced. A repeal of ajl the ob» 
noxious aAs fince the year 1765 only was propofed. 
The ^^inifter now agrees to fa.crifice the ftatiites of al- 
moft another year, for he gives up all the a^$ fince 
the loth of February 1763, the infamous a.ra of the 
peace of Paris, by which the tno& valuabb cwqii^i 
of a glorious war were facrificed. Whence can fuch a' 
ehHngeari&? . 

I obfcrve, Sir, that feveral gentlemen have this day 
mentioned their converfion, the a^ra, and caufe. A 
very learned 'f^ advocate has faid, that he was eonverte4 
when Sir William Howe was forced to retire from the 
Jcrfeyi. Another honourable -f gentleinan tells us, that; 
he was converted when General Burgoyne capitulat<*d 
at Saratoga. Waffiington and Gates, Sir, are cprr, 
utinly very powerful apoftles. I fliould not be fur- 
prijied, if General Howe himfelf wa$ at laft donVerteiie 
I belteve the asra of the noble Lord's converfion i« not 
far diftaht. I fufpedt it happened at the fuccefsjEul mo* 

# HMiiy. EKuHlais, Eiq^ Lord A4voe!ite Sk ScocUukl, Member % EUbltttrgtJ(Ki(Ctf 

P 4 went 



( 2l6 ) 

mcnt of the late Amcricaft negotiation in France, whlcH 
I greatly fear has eftablifhed their independence. It is 
impoflible not to be charmed with the gentle, meek^ 
fupplicating, humiliating tone of the noble Lord at 
the prefent moment. We hear no more of the condign 
ftmijhment of traitors^ of the vengeance of the ftate 
againft daring rebels *, The h^lh difgord of war no 

longer 

*<» In the ProrWtfffoii of General Gage, dated Bofton, Ji\n« i2» 17759 Sam^l 

Jtdiatm and John Hancock are fyroclaimed rebels and traiiori^ mnd nt Juch tt be treattJ, 
The General fays, " I do hereby, tn bh Mcyfift nam^, offer and promifc, his moft 
*^ gi*adous pardon to all perfons who (hall foiihwith lay down their arms and return 
^ to the duties of (teaceable fubjeeb, excep^ng only ^om the benefit of fuch pardoiij^ 
'' Samuel Adams and John llamocky vibo-e offences are of too Jiagitlvus a nature t9 admit 
•* of Buy other toufideration than that of condign punijhment^*^ 

In this manner hav« two oC the rooft defer Wng frieiids of the. Britifhxoiiftitutiofi 
' been treated on account of their fteady opjwfition to every attack, of defpotifm. Thp 
real fentimcnts of Mr. Adams, and his afFeiflionate regatxl for the parent ftate, arc 
happily expreffed In a letter to Mr. Wilkes of the year 1770, the original of which 
has been feen by the editor. Wben Mr. Wilkes was Lord Mayor, be re^ to tl^e 
Livery of London from the huftings 011 Michaelmas-day a letter from Mr. Hancock, 
as President of the Congrefs, although he had been proclaimed a rgbii aad 'tr/Htor in, • 
t|ie name of his mifgkidtd Sqvereign. The two letters are ^eve exa^ ^xipied. 

"SIR, Bofton, Dec. 28, 17701 

• Having been repcatfdly folititcd by iny.frichd, Mr. William Palfrey* I enlbrace 
this opportunity of making my particular compliip^ts to you, in a letter which he 
will deliver. My own inclination has coincided with his requeft ; for I (hould pride 
myfelf much in a comeipondcncc with a gentleman, of whom 1 have long enter- 
tained (o great an opinion. No character appears with a ftronjei' lyftre in my 
mind, than that of a man, who nobly perfeveres in the caufe of public liberty, and 
virtue, through the rage of perfecutium. Of this yon have had a large portion j but 
rdare fay, you arc made the better by it. At Jeaft I wiil venture to fay, that the 
fharpcft perfeaition for the fake of one's country can never prove a rtal injury to an 
• honeft man. • . * 

. In this little part of the woxli, a land, till of late happy in its obfcTu;ity, the afy- 
lum— to which patriots were formerly wont to make their peaceful I'etreat ; even 
here the ftem tyrant has lifted up his iron rod, and makes his inceffant claim as Lonl 
of the fail: but I have a firm perfuaiion in my mind, that in every ftfuggle, this 
country will approve herfelf, as glorious in defending and mainiainii^ her freedon^, 
as fho hashitherto been happy in enjoying it. 

. . .Were I a. njitivp. aod.an inhabitant of Britain, and capable of affording the leaft •ad- 
vice, it fnould c*n{laatly be j ta cpofirm the Colonies in the foUeft ezerciie of i^eir 
... righti, 



longer grates onjyur cars. Peiace, harmony, reconcilir 
ation with our brethren, are the enchanting founds, 
with which we are now ravilhed. The terrible, exter-' 
minating minifter of wrath no longer alarms the re- 
volted CoJonifts wfth \^s egcH^TliQ noble Lord, witH 
jio lefs policy than pity, fooths them, and in mild ac4 
cents fays, motos frafiat contponere fiuShis. I much feai^ 
however, Sir, the Colonies will never be gathered to* 
gether again under his mitiifterial wing, 

rights, and even* to explore for them eveiy poffiULe avenue of trade^ which ihoo^ 
not interfere with her own manufaSurtt. From the Colonies, when Ihe is woiii 
with age> ihe is to expert renewed ftrength. Bint the field I am entering is tfio 
)arge for the prefent : may heaven foitsd, that it ihoi^ yet be tndy (aid of Grttt 
Prilain, ^ttav Dau vuU perdere^^ / 

I am with ftria truth, * , ' 

SIR, 

Youf moit hiinible ferrmtf > 
John Wilkes, E(q;" - Samuel Adami. 

** My Lord, Philadelphia, Ju'y S, i775f 

Permit the Delegates of the people of twelve ancient Colonies to pay your Lord- 
fliip, and the very rcfpeftable body of which yon are head, the juft tribote. of gratt- 
|ude and thanks kgp the virtuous and unfoltcited refentment you have fhewn to tli« 
violated rights of a free people. The City of London, my Lord, having in all ages, 
approved itfelf the patron of liberty, and the fupport of juft government, againft 
lawlefs tyranny and oppreifion, cannot fail to make us deeply fenfible of the power* 
fill aid our caufe muft receive from fuch advocates ; a caiife, my Lord, worthy the 
fupport of the firft city in the world, as it involves tiie fate of a great continent, add 
threatens to (hake the foundations of a flouriihing, and, -until lately, ahappy empiiVi 
North jfmajcap my Xx)rd, Vfijbts mofi ardtntiy/'or a JjJIitig CJnneQion with Gr^at Bn- 
tain, on termt e/juji and equal /iherfjfi lefs than which generous min^ will not offijr, 
fHMT brave and free ones be wilUng to receive. 

• A cruel war has, at length,' been opened againft us, and, whilft. we prepare to de- 
fend ourfelvcs, like the defcendants of Britons, we ftill hope that the mediation df- 
wife and good citizens will at length prevail over defpotifm, and reftore harmony 
and jieace, on permanent principles, to an opprefled and divided empire. 

We have the honour to be, 

♦ ' My LorT), 

To the £Ll^t Ho- With great efteera, - . 

nourable the Lord . Your Lordihip's 

Mayor and Livery " . Faithftd friends and FV/AwT./ff/yiriff. 

oftli^CityofLsn- ; * - By OrdtM* oftheCongrcfs. , » 

^oii,"- TohnHancock, Prefident. 

^ The 



The cmciliatory it lis ai« in my cfvVtQAxtmp ealait 
la«4 fpr. this oQUfttry thw Amoricjp Thoy $ppqtf 
OOly.ipeaDt to keaj the minds of the people quiet her^, 
wd XQ ^mufr thi^ kingdom^ not to regain the CoJpT 
vip^; but ( truA th? day of reckonif^g and »eqap)f(f^ 
pypijihxflieiit »pprc»cbas. The prefeRf 4e»4 q^ltg fp«jT 
Vode; ft fuqons Wmpeft, The bilU hojd oyt wh^^ ^lir 
nift^r^ knQW tQ \^ % f^ll^cious hqp^, a ffKo^ci]iula^ 
with the Colonics op, t^rois Ihprt Qf i^(Uffn^^Hft' Thp 
objedt is merely to fcreea miniftry from the indigna- 
tion of the public, and the vengeance of the people, 
Ther« can be littk doubt of this, whpfl the very wpjrrfi 
of the a^s, in th€ Aace they firft appeared li«r«^ an 
confidered. The prejnable of pn^ of the ads was, 
** Whereas the exercife jof the rig;^/ of taxation by the 
** parliament of Great Britain for the purpofe of raifing 
*^ a revenue in his Majefty's Colonies, Provinces, and , 
*^ plantations in North America, ha? been found by 
^^ eiKp^ience to pqcafion great uoe^fioefles and difpy- 
~'^ ders, and has by fundry mifreprefontatiom been 
^' made the meaws of mifleadi^jg max^y of his Mjl^ 
^*jefty^8 faithful fut^efit«/'-»--The(i words ai« a kiad 
pf fecoxjd Declaratory M^ iu which the right qf fa»^ 
Mian \% aflt^rted «t n}s^ iadact you giv^ CommtJ/umsri 
power to fufpend it. Was this ipeaQt as a healing 
meafure? Could Miniftcrs f^aUy i4ate«d to cpofcr a 6^ 
vour, as they aflfeOjed to think^ •^ .^^ ^hyfe the moft 
pfibifiye, tbi5 OTPft Qt>«owew^ the ippft ^U^ fixpisief? 
fions ? The preamble to one of the other G0neiliatorf 
Bills is liable to the fame firpug objection. It is, 
^' for the quieting faid cxtinguiihing of diveFS jeakm* 
*^ .^ 2«4«»ifreprei||^ danger to their Hberties 

^* gpd kg4 fSjgbtSi -which have mitkd many rf Wr 
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( ^19 ) . 
^' Majefly'fi fubjqas in die Colonvjs, Pro^incest, &c^ 

Muft not fuch expreflions be necdTnily conCdared b^ 
the Congrfji 4s the l^gu^gc of high wJd dire^ infuli:,? 
Tbe CommiJ/ioneo x^uft derive all th^if powers from iJiftfo- 
ads of the legiflature^ in whicb ttic Ameriaaas worv 
accufed and upbraided. Are tb^fa tbl^ winnipg> p9rr 
fuafive arts of peace and reconcilifitiQn? Wa$ a re?0|>- 
ciliation really intended, or have Miaifters only in vi^w 
to delude the nation^ and to incenfe them ag^inft djiip 
Americans, with the abfurd hope of at laft compeUiQg;^ 
them to ^n unconditional fubnOJIion f 

Adrni^iftraridn^. Sir, thought the game d^fpentfi^ 
^nd had only in view their own fafety^ the prefervatioo 
6f their power, and perhaps a facility in the enftuag 
ioan. They knew the folemn declarations pf the Con* 
grefs to foole pf the great^ft powlprs of .Europe fo 
early as December 1776, and eoiififrped lad November, 
the balls of which reftfed folely oq their independence^ 
They poflefs h defaSlp. I fear we Ihall be obliged to 
give it them de jure. If th? prefcnt propofition^ ate ^ 
Vejefted, we cannot hefitate in preferring the acknow- 
ledgment of their independence jo an expenfive z(^ 
bloody war, in which at laft cQn^ueJl is admitted to be • 
an impoflible and frantic attempt. ' We ought to enter 
into a foederal union with them^ and endeavour to fe* 
cure the advantages of the mod important trade with 
America by i^ qommercial treaty, whiA would be re* 
ciprocally advantageous to both countries-^^unlefs, in- 
^eed^ the eloquence of our Commlffioner^ can effef^ wh^ 
the force ^ our arrus has in vain attempted, their r.^ 
feiqui&in^ the claim of indtfinctence* The adminiftlFSh 
tion are perfedlly acquainted with the various commer- 
«al eRg^e|p€»w # «i*« C<^ift§, ff^fP wkicb they 

cannot 
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cannot recede. ' It appeared likewife that the militarjr 

as well as the civil have concurred in reprobating every 

^dea of a dependance on this* country, 7be fceptre of 

jimeriea is depariid from Britain. Three months after 

Ihie Britifh arhiy had taken their capital, the feat of 

the Congrefs,,Pliiiadelphia, Wafliington gave it out 

ik! general orders froni head quarters, December 17, 

i jjf, ' *' We may on the beft grounds conclude, that 

'^'l^y'a fpirited continuance in the mcafures necelXary 

•** for our defence, we'ihall finally obtain tbercnd of our 

•* warfare, independence, liberty, ^nd peace." InOc- 

't6ber-i774, the Cohgrefs humbly fupplicated his Mar 

j6Ry £6v peace,' liberty^ and fafety. Siloce that period, 

'Jafety had been fecured to them by their own prowcfs^ 

except indeed on fome parts of their veryei^tenfivo 

coaft. They had lirice been driven into independence^ 

*and began to tafte its fweets. Wc had cancelled all 

*the ties .by which the two countries were long held to* 

gethtr ; and fince we had forced them into a very re- 

ludtant warfare, . they held to the people and the army, 

,as its great end, the nianly language of independence^ 

Weriy^ * and peace ^ America was driven to defperatioa^ 

^tis now^. as'tp a b'ojfbm friendlhip foured to aa 

implacable hatred, ^ We have wantonly burnt her 

towns^ butchered ner rnen, woniep, children, even 

^infants., at the breaft, . mfiflacred the captives in coldi 

blood, fcalped the dying and wounded, and carriej 

"fire and fword ^through her moft fertile province^^ 

^WRat a contrafl: has her condiiA been to a whole Bri- 

' 'tilharmy, and, general,' who capitulated ! What a nc^ 

blenefs in turning "away from the humiliating fpcftiacle 

'of En^tip' Joldiers filing their arms by word of comn\and 

frdin 'ttetr oivWoffiieirs T'''Afh oiif MTnillers weakfenoug^ 



to e^ped; to cajok America with ^,^ip2is^TMVit:^;0^ 
at the moment they ^declare that they defpair of con- 
queft by the fword ? The idea muft tp.them beper;- 
i&QXy ridiculous, when the Americans recoUedt that 
the Boble Lord with the blue ribbaad, at tlie beginning 
of the war, had prophefied that thpy woyld be fooa 
ai our feeff and the noble Lord at the head of. tlw; 
American department had la&^tA on unconditional fub^ 
miffion. The Americans had now tried their ftrength^ 
and found their refources, both on tKeir own cobr 
tinent and in Europe, adequate to all their views. 
They faw the world in admiration of their firmnefs and 
ifortitude, in the warmeft applaufe even of their mili- 
tary atchieveraents. The zeal of the French nation 
in their caufe rofe to the higheft pitch of enthufiafm % 
and even this ifland might fay xo America, in the wordji 
of Horace, ^* te cade gaudentes Briianni compofitis ww- 
.** rnntur armis.** 

The honourable gentleman *^ Sir, who made you 
the motion for the third reading of the bill, faySj, the 
- Americans will fee, " that we do not mean to tax 
them/' They have no confidence. Sir, in any of our 
profeflions or promifes. The ad of parliament of the 
feBipn, or the fecretary's official letter, they hold in 
equal contempt. In 1765, there was (o great, a ftag;- 
nation of our commerce in confequence of the Stamp 
Aft, that in the following year that unjuft, as well as 
'uncommercial adt, was repealed, and all the fource's 
pf trade between Great Britain and her Colonies were 
"again opened, and flowed in abundance* Notwith- 
*ftanding this, in the very next year, duties to be jpaid 
In America were impofed on tea, glafs, paper, an4 

t f Sir Gre/ Co(^eri Bait* zneniber for SaU^; jouiC (S^^reUrf to t» U^va^^ 



foAset wriritee, vAdth threw the whole empire Again 
Into conndfiotls. America faw that we were not to be 
tOcAAtd in durmg the ihdrt period of a fingle year^ 
tad that no fie, even of our own infereft, could bind 
tls t6 any terms of future fecurity for them. It is im- 
^lEbk, without the highcft indignation, to refled: 
Item what a height df profperity we afe now in con- 
tfcq«enc« fallen into an abyfs of mifefy and ruin. The 
^ifpofitions of America in 1 766 Were moft friendlyaiid 
tftfeatenate. Thcj wife meafufe of the repeal of fbfe 
'Stamp ASt diifFafed UniVcrfal joy through the Chiftceii^ 
tiow revolted, Colonies. At Philadeiphia in May 
-J 766, they uhaninioufly came to the following refo* 
lations : *• That to demonftrate our zeal to Great Bfi* 
^^ rain, and our gratitude for the repeal of the Scamp 
^ Aift, each of us will, on the fourth of June neict^ 
^'b'eifigthe birth-day of our moft gracious fovereign 
^* George the Third, drefs ourfelvcs in a new fuit of 
**** the manufadures of England, and ,give what home- 
^^Tpun we have to the poor:** Wh^t Were the uni- 
tilmotis TCfoluf ions df the Congrefs riot ten years after, 
in the very lame town ? — Our enemies have published 
them fo the world with mockery and triumph- With 
Ivhat perfidy has the province of the Jerfeys 1)cen 
treated ! When that" province returned to its all^i- 
^nce, was it reftored to the free exercife of its trade 
and comnaerce, and to the fame proceftlon and lecu* 
jtity as if it had never revolted? Gr did. that proyina 
cpntinue under the ban of the entire, as a. lucr^tivejc^ 
ito the friends of the Minifter ? .Yet.tihe Miniflasii', lA 
^the King's name, at the opening of the feflion of, parlia- 
ment in OJftober 1775, folcm.nly held out fuch promifes 
Wfiie ^Afftfi^^iiiSi k is imj^ffible that the ColmMs 
•i J * cau 
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cin have any confidence in fuch Miniftefs^ or tkeir 
agent»9 or CammiJ/ioners ; and unlefs men^ as weli as 
meafuresy are changed^ no permanent reconciHariiM 
can be effedcd. Our perfidy may, indeed, poffiblybe 
retaliated upon us in a mock treaty and a delufivc; n^ 
^otlation ; but tie ftable, foUd peace can be obtained 
with the Americans by the authort of their grievwicci. 

The ear of England, Sir, is rankly abufed by Mi«- 
inilers who pretend to aflure us of pacific difpofitfonifc 
m the Colonies^ and a defire to return to their dc'* 
pendente on the parent ftate, when not the leaft 
iymptom of fuch a nature has appeared* Has the 
Congrefs, or anyone colony, made the teaft overturn 
eo a reconcili'ation, fince their declaration df inehpef^ 
den^e ? Have not the Americans d»prefled the utmdft 
abhorrence of the Mimfters, who are to nominate the 
Commiffionirsj inft^d of a dirpofnlon to treat with 
them ? and will they entertain a more farourabk> idte 
50f their creatures ? I muft decfare thdt I fee nbthirig 
in the intended negotiation, but<lifgrace and humiK- 
«tton onour part, after oih* repeatbd in)arioa, except 
lindeed a lucrative job for five bold, hungry dependents 
tjf the ininifter*^ Would to God, Sir, I may be mif- 
*tait6n, and that the Cra^^nr^^^i^i thay return to £u^ 
'rope with unenvied wealth and bloodfefs laUrekl Then* 
^a^i^l ooutkry will honour them to its kteft pof^ 
terity, and their fame will be immortal. 

An honourable gentleman ^, one of the greateft w- 

maatents of this Houfe, fays, that he ^h/eroi^s gtc&i fi^ 

ne^olmsi among us t&z^ardj the Amiricaas. I he^aMty 

'Wtfli ;hat I could difcoverit. Among three fets of 

^ntlemeh^ mentioned by htm, I fear the Alneric^As 

* Edmund Buikey Elq. member for BriftoL 

7 have 
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liavc YcryfcW friehds» All the dependents ©f SdmU 
niffaratioiij, the large majority in this Houfe, who have 
fiFCMred'all the cruel and opprc0ive z6h qow to befi^ 
pended, have certainly no great tenevolerice xcmztd^ thttf^ 
Americans* Thofe, who are accuftonied to pace iix 
Uie trammels of a dqfpotic Minifler, and to be obedient 
so his fovereign nod, natiirally abhor the epthufiaftie 
!avfi of liberty, the uncontrouled fpirit of the fons of 
freedom in America* 1 fufpeA likewife that there is not 
touch good-will towards our fellow-ful^efts in the Color 
iiies, among the inhabitants in the northern parts^of our 
-own iilandi. ' It would be a curious fpeculatWn to in- 
•v^igate the caufes of the marked hatred of the Scots 
in general to this Americans^ Is it,.Sir^ that although 
fome fmall parts of America are almoft over-run with 
torics, as others are with, different deftruftive animals^ 
yettliOTc fcarcely ever was found a fingle Jacobite ia 
all out Colonies ^ Are the Scots in defp^^ becaufe 
.they have not beep able to find any thing, in Nortk 
America congenjial with, them ? They cannot ther^ 
:iningle treafonwith treafon^ Is it that, believing the 
:prefent refiftancein the Colonies to partake Wf the. 
nature of a true Rebellion, they are jealous of ftich an 
vlurpation of the Americans on their peculiar prercga^ 
tive ? Scotland feems,^ indeed, the natural foyp^ of 
Tebellion, as Egypt is of the plague; but, Sk, n^ 
monopolies in this commercial country are permitted. 
<Manchefter and Liverpool would oppofe fuch a, mo- 
nopoly, and juftly claim no .finall Ihare in it, from 
their vigorous efforts in favour of the Pretender in 
X745« It will. Sir, be a new and curious fpc£bacle m ' 
1778, to mark tho: Notth pouring .forth her har^y 
fons to quell an American, not to aid a native, rebel- 
^% lioUj 
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lion, carefully hurfed in our frozen bofom, and after- 
wards in a tainted part of England kindly tendered 
and foftered in its progrefs to the South. The third 
fet of perfons, lately mentioned, are the country gentle- 
men. I refpe£t the character, but I fear many of them 
are hoftile to America and American rights. They 
are for the moft part fteady, not burUiened or per- 
plexed with many ideas, and perhaps with few of a 
very liberal nature. A fingle principle appears of Jate 
to have governed them. They hoped to throw off 
from their Ihoulders on the poor Americans a confider- 
able part of the enormous burdens, under which they 
groan, of the debts of their late adopted German, and 
the prefent American, war. The noble Lord with the 
blue ribband had aflured them of a folid and fubjlan^ 
ttal revenue from America. On this plan of private 
oBConomy to them the Minifter bargained for their 
fupport. Their difappointment, and the fenfe of his 
Jockeyihip, has undoubtedly much chagrined them-^ 
but I will not dwell on this fubjedt Tlieir eyes feem 
to be opening, juft as they are drowning. 

Another honourable gentleman * complains, ^* that 
*^ every thing refpefting the public is in a great de- 
*' gree neglefted, and that fome of our moft impor- 
** tant concerns are fcarcely regarded.** He has ac- 
cordingly, with much good fenfe, held out to the 
Houfe the idea of a committee to examine into the ex- 
penditure of the public money during this war. I 
agree with him, that nothing is now fecure, or indeed 
properly taken care of—except the Proteftant fuccef- 
fion. His propofals meet my full and warm approba- 
tion. Another committee, however, feems to mc ftill 

* ThoiWK Gilbert, Efq. m«mbcr for Lichfield. 
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more ^mediately heceflfary, a committee (o enquirp 
into the nature and caufps of the failure of the Cana* 
dian expedition, for we cannot bide the nailotfi fear. 
I am forry to be informed that the Houfe is p be pro- 
rogued at Eafier *, for I fear we cannot in this fefEon 
undertake bpth thefe important conperns. The en- 
quiry into the Canadian expedition, the lofs of a Bri- 
tilh aifmy, and the horrid cruelties faid to be com- 
mitted on our fellow-fubjedls, are of the firft import- 
ance, both to vindicate the honour of our fovereign, 
and the humanity of the nation. I am Ihocked, Sir, 
at the falfe rumours daily fprcad, and the foul re- 
proaches caft on the common father of all his people* 
It is circulated in print. Sir, that on the 1 7th. of Oc- 
tober, after Burgdyne's capitulation, in which Gates^ 
demonftrated a refined fcnfe of honour, unparalleled 
in European armies^ the Britilh general was received 
with refpeft, and dined with the American hero ; that 
nothing unkind was faid to him, except a&ing how h 
could Jind in bis heart to burn the poor country pfeple*^ 
houfe s wherever be pajfed ; and that he anfw^red, that k 
was the King's orders. From all the letters ofBur^ 
*g6yrie itiias been repeatedly afferted, that the projedt 
of the Canadian ej^pedition originated from t\iQ clofet^ 
of the Kingy and the office of the American Secretary 5 
and that the- employing the y^z;^^^/ againft our fellow- 
fubjefts was among the primary ide^s adopted on that 
occafion. The American Secretary, in a letter to Ge* 
ner'al Catleton, dated Whitehall, March 26, 1777, 

. ♦ Notice of this had been given the preceding week to the Con^mittee Clerks of 
both Houfes, tliat all private bufinefs might be expedited, it having been determined 
to pi crogue Parlian-ent on theThurfday before Eafier, on the i^th of 'April. The 
unrxpedi^ Djctaretuh from the Marquis de Noailles, on the 1311^1 q|[.Marct:^ hofr- 
ever, kept the Parliament fitting till the 3d of June* 

2 • t fays. 
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iays, ^' As this plan cannot be advantageouily executed 
** without the affiftance of Canadians and Indians^ his 
'' Majejly ftrongly recommends it to your care to fur- 
" nidi toth expeditions with good and fufficient bo- 
" dies of thofe mtn. And I am happy in knowing 
*^ that your influence among them is fo great, that 
*' there can be no room to apprehend you will find it 
** difficult to fulfill bis M<ye{iy\s intmiions!^ In the 
^5 Thpughts for eondudting the war from the fide of 
*^ Canada, by General Burgoyne/* which were ap- 
proved by the King, Burgoyne defires a tboufand or more 
favages. Colonel Butler was directed to diftribute 
the King's bounty-money among fuch of ihQ/avages as 
would join the army; and, after the delivery of the 
prefents, he a£ks for-4oiil. York currency more, be- 
fore he left Niagara. He adds, in a letter on our ta- 
ble, *^ I flatter myfelf that you will not think the ex- 
** pence, however high, to be ufelefs, or given with 
** too laviih a hand — I waited feven days, to deliver 
^^ them the prefents, and give them the hatchet, which 
*^ they accepted, and promifed to make ufe of it/' 
This letter is dated Ontario, July 28, 1777. In 
another from the fame officer it is faid, " The In- 
' ^' dians threw in an heavy fire on the rebels, and made a 
^^ Jbocking Jiaughter with their fpears and hatcbets-r^ 
f^ The fuccefs of this day will plainly fhew the utility 
*^ of your Excellency's conftantfupport of my unwearied 
** endeavours to conciliate to his Mcjefiy fo ferviceal^le 
« a body of allies!^ This is a letter from Colonel liut- 
ler to SirGuyCarleton, dated "Camp before Fort Staa- 
** wix, Aug. 1 5,1 777-*' Burgoyne's barbarous procla- 
mation appears to be only a confequence of his fangui- 
Mry ipftructions. 

0^2 General 
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General Gates's letters have informed the world with 
what favage ferocity and cruelty the Indians carried on 
a war, to which they were fo ftrongly invited. Aji In- 
dian campaign is known to be produftive of every 
fpecies of torture, to which the human frame is fub- 
jeft. In the laft campaign fcarcely fewer women and 
children in fome parts where the war raged with the 
greateft fury, Expired under the torture of the tomo- 
hawk indfcalping-knife, than were killed by the fword 
or bayonet among thofe who bore arms. Colonel But- 
ler^s letter to Sir Guy Carleton of July 28th fays, 
*^ many of the prifoners were, conformable, to the In- 
^^ dian cuftom, afterwards killed." Has the * Secre- 
tary at war yet thanked the fdvages in the King's name 
for thtiT alacrity? I have not had time fully to examine 
the numerous papers on our table, and therefore 1 am 
ignorant whether we have any letter from his Lord- 
Ihipfimilar to that from the War-office, of the 12th of 
May, 1768, ^^ that having had the honour of mention- 
** ing to the King the behaviour of the detachments 
** from the fever^l tribes of Indians, which have lately 

• ^^ been employed in fcalping and tomobawking his Amc- 
^* rican fubjefts, he has great pleafure in informing 
** the general, that his .Majejly highly approves of the 

' ** conduQ: both of the Indian chiefs and the men, and 
^^ means that his royal approbatiorj, Ihould be communi- 
^^ cated to them through the general. Employing //i- 

* ^^ dians in fuch a fefvice gives ,him [the humane Secre 
** tary af^ar^ pain, but it is necef&ry. He hop^s 
^' they will conifntie to perforpi their duty with alacrity. 
*' Every poflible regard Ihall, be ihewn to their ,zeal^ 

'*^and they Ihail have the proteftion of the law, and 
^^ this office, under every difagreeable circumftance.? 

* JLord BarrlngtoD,' Member for Pljtroouth. 
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Mr, Burgoyne held himfelf out as an a£iiv€ agent 
on this occafion, .not by the flighteft mention of any 
fuppofed military, talents, but by fuch abjedt flattery 
of the American Secretary, as I hope no other man, in 

X Europe could commit. He declares in a letter t6 Lord 
George Gbrnmine, dated fom Hertford-ftreet, Jan. i, 
1777, " I humbly laid myfelf at his Maje^y's feet for 
", fuch adive ettiployment. ^s he might think me wor- 
*- thy of. — This Was the fubftahce of my audience on 
*^ my part. I undertook it, and I now report to your 
*' Lordfhip, in the hope of your patronage in this pur- 
*^fuit; .a hope, my Lord, founded not only upon, a 
" juft fenfe of the honour your Lordlhip's friendft^ip 
" muft refled: upon me, but alfo upon a feeling that I 
*' deferve. it, in as much as a foKd refpeftj and fincere 
^^ perfonal attachment can conftitute fuch a claim." Iii 
ihis letter of June 22, 1777, he fcems to have fully en- 
tered into the ideas of his principal; for he fays, " that 
^f he inet the Indians yefterday in Congrefs, and gave 
*^ them a war-feaft according to their cuftom,'* of 
which war-feaft we know the moft folemn ceremony to 
be drinking human blood out of the fkuUs of their 
enemies. In the fame conference he. confents to the 
mangling of the dead, for he fays that he */ allowed 

•^*^ the Indians to take the fcalps of the dead." Surely, 
Sir, an enquiry into thofe horrors, and the failure 
of an expedition which has not only difgraced our 
arms, but degraded the name of Englilhmen, ^nd fixed 
a foul ftain on our national character, is ftill more 
worthy of our enquiry than even the wafte ofvpub- 
lic treafure, although we are, I fear, if the war 
continues, too near the brink of a general bankruptcy.. 
I obferv^. Sir, that gentlemen have this day been, 
very fond of giving advice to Minifters. . L am not 

0^3 fond 
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fond at any time of giving advice, but I will for obce 
follow the example. My advice then. Sir, to admini- 
ilration is, to fupplicate his Majcity to order an imme- 
diate cefTation of arths in North America, and to recall 
his forces. Humanity and juftice call aloud for this 
meafure. The Minifter has at laft confeffed, we cannot 
conquer America. To what pyrpofe then are more tor- 
Tents of blood to be flied? The Americans will accept, 
or they will rejeft, your propofitions. If they are ac- 
cepted, the war is at an end by conceffion. If tkcjr ard 
rejefted, the end of the war, conqueft, has been fbtoid, 
a6d is now. acknowledged to be, impradticable. The 
Ihedding of the blood therefore of a fingl'e man for an 
ofejedt, which confeffedly cannot be obtained, is not 
only unjuftifiable, but highly criminaL Many of thd 
meafujres of oppofition have been at length adopted by 
M'inifters. I hope this, the moft importaait: of alJ, ^ill 
have the fame fuccefs. Aji immediate ceflatioik of 
arms was pr(4)ofed the very firft day- of this feffioh, 
by an excelleiH: young nobleman on this fide the 
Houfe *. b will do more tha^ all jrout Conimrjftbnftt, 
can without it» Perhaps it may fayc How« from the 
fate of fturgoyne. It will give time for cooling on 
both fides, and at kaft Ihew that you are rekntinjg to* 
i^ardsyout brethren, and eager for that peace apd.recon-* 
ciliation, which alone can form the folid happii^efs of. 
both countries, and muft be devoutly wiihed by every 
friend to. their mutual pxofperity* It may fave the, 
ffagn^ems of this difmembered empire, for I own I (hall, 
tremble for the fate of Canada, nearly loft three years, 
ago, as well as for Nova Scotia, the Two Floridas, 
and everi the Weft Indian iflands, if the powerful con- 
federacy of the Thirteen United Colonies cpntinueis. 

^~ Mwrqvtis o£ Cnaby, li^^zi^er fot Cambridge Univerfifiy, 

' " Sir, 
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Sir, I heartily wilh fuccfefs to thefe Coheil&tdry Bills, 
• and that W6 may regain by tifeaty what w6 h^ve loft by 
tyrianny and arms. I would igrte to almofl any tfe^tf 
rather than continue this ruinous war, which Ka^ coft 
already above thirty millions fterling, and the lofs of 
20,060 men. I entirely approve the effort, although 
I have my fears that it is* n^ade too late. Still, Sat beit?^ 
fifat cith. Let the expirinieht however be tried, and 
fhay both Britain aha America agam forrti one power- 
ful empire oh the principfes of equal libfefty, juft, 
mild, conimercial, and tolerant! We ffiall tlieh be 
able to fland the Ihock of all the adverfe pov^ers of 
tTie world, again feared ind rcfpeSted abiroady and at. 
home a great, unitcfd, and Aappy people. 



Votes df April 2, 1778^ 

A Motion was made, and the Qgcftion being put. 
That leave be given to' bring in a Biilj more effefto- 
ally to prevent the dingcrous and unconftituticMial 
praftice of giving or granting money to the Crowd, 
as a private aid, loan, bfeievdence, or fnbfcriptibn, 
for public purpof^s, without the confcnt of Parlia- 
ment. 

Hr.Wilhsfzid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

In this free country, v^re the people have fo con- 
fidcrable a Ihare in the legiflature, I hold it to be the 

0^4 duty 
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duty of every man to watch over the conftitutiqn. The , 
members of this Houfe are more particularly delegated 
to a charge of this moment and importance. Any 
wilful negligence or inattcnti^on in us would be a breach 
of truft, In this thorpugh conviftion I fliall take the 
liberty of fubmitting to y^ur confider^tiqn feme late 
proceedings, becaufe I am cdnvinced they are, al- 
though countenanced by the higheft ^uthqrity, dircdtly 
repugnant to the genius of our laws and governn^ent* 
The late encroachments on the cohftitution by the cxr 
ccutive power of the ftate have neither been gradual 
•por inconfiderable. 

i^mong the great outlines pf this well-poized cpn- 
ftitution, I believe it will be acknowledged, that one 
of the moft ilriking is, the power aLifumed and regu- 
larly exercifed by this Houfe of granting the money of 
the people. This creates the dependance of the Crown 
on Parliament for fupplies. The purfe of the nation . 
has been fubjeft only to the controul of this branch of 
the legiflature. So great a jealouiy has prevailed on 
this occafion, that the other Houfe have never been 
rfuffercd to: niake the leaft alteration in a bill, which 
could in any way be conftrucd to be 4 Mffmy BiM, even 
by a fine or penalty in an enadbing claufe. This, Sir^ 
is tht plafiick power o€Gvtt.cvtBtk)i\. It gives us a cep- 
.tain, not a precarious exiftenpe; .It is the fingle cir- 
■eumftance, which, under every change of Minifters, 
cnfures our meeting annually within thefe walls. Were 
the Land and Malt taxes made permanent, could a re-; 
venue adequate to the whole annual public expence, 
and probable contingencies, with the neceffary ways 
and means J be voted by Parliament for a term of years, 
]| fufpedt the prefent fet of Minifters would advife as 



lopg' aa iatermiffion of Parliaments as tookpUce under 
fpme of the Stuarts. I do not mean. Sir, . that jh^y 
have now any thing to dread from the tame reprefenta- 
tives of an injured people, whom former Minifters, 
who held the fame principles and condudt, ufed to ap- 
proach with fear and trembling. Minifters have now 
drawn the fling of this, great popular aflembly. We 
have feen this very Seflion fuc^ s fervile complaifance, 
lijch an extreme of cgqtradidion to themfelves, that it 
ihocks common faith, and muft difgrace the Majority 
heje in the eyes pf ^U Europe. No Cameleon ever 
fliifted more fuddenly to the oppoiite colour than they, 
have done from infolence, intenaperate rage, and war, . 
tp. i|i^eli:nef3, peace, and almoft huniiliation to the 
, Americaps. 
^ , Can any thing. Sir, be more alarming to the ac- 
knowledged right, and privilege of this houfe, than 
the dodtrine lately propagated, and the pradice begun, 
of giving private aids, benevolences, and fubfcriptions, 
ibr public purpofes, to the Crown, without the fanc- 
tion of Parliament? The conftitution has wifely placed 
in the crown the right of raifing forces on a very prefs* 
ing and dangerous eniergency. It is a power neceflary 
for the fafety of the ftate, for the defence of the peo- 
ple. The ftrongeft check is however ^at the fame time 
given to any improper exercife of this power. It i$ 
controlled by the neceflity of an application to Parlia- 
ment fof the maintenance of fiich forces. If troops 
could be raifed, kept up, and paid, without the con- 
currence of this Hoijfe, the liberties of this country 
muft be at the mercy of the. military, and their com- 
mander in chief, perhaps an ambitious prince. Our 
;ftat^t© law. Sir, is npt filent on this occalion. Every 

year 



(^34 ) 
jflwin tW mtxflnj aa k is ex|>^^ffly declared, tliai 
*' the mifing or kecif^irlg a ftanding army withiri this 
•* kiflgdotrt, in time ef peace, tmfcfs it be with the 
«< tonfeut of Parlianfent, is againft kw/' Btit, Sir, if 
th* Gro#n ean by a |)i*«r6gatiVe, which h not difpnted, 
ra§* a flAnding army, and by private Idani, benevoien- 
Cte'/ or M}{cnptid^y keep this ffandhrg army on fboi, 
B& aippIiealtioH wliateveif iieed be made to Parliamtnt^ 
Ohi gOvemmeh't w6tald then not be that of the law, 
but of the ifWord, 16 which all appeals muft be trifling 
aiJd iriefficacioiafs. Parliaments are novfr convened to" 
vtot^ tfie nece^y fupplies, which are regularly ^flced 
of tiife ccfairiions on the firft day of th* felfeon. If go^ 
v%*dnttnt could refeeivcftftem- in any^ther mode thah' 
by the grants of this Houfe, the legiflature itfelf would 
mX (StAf M6 Its^ moft Jmpo'rtaiit fuiidtibtt, but becothe 
iffiriccefl&ry, and very foon obnoxious; *? he executive' 
p6Wfef mUft bfe trufted With the railing of forces ; btit it 
i&* Ytk^vHft the dtjty of this Hovlfe to theiV conftituents' 
t6 take car^ that the number of thofe forces be fo pro- 
|k>rtiofted to the defence of the ftate, that the fecurity" 
crltfig fubjeft rfiay be provided for,' and yet no alarni' 
gj^ven to a natibn very juftly jealous of the leaft danger 
nvits liberties^- While the itiilitary receive tHeif pa/ 
ftdm' the grtots of tfiis" rfotife, the iliaihteiiancd of the 
rftoiy muft depend^ oh^ the approbation of Parliament^ 
b6t if an artfulv or enterprizing, prince can find other 
TUfkkirtet, the foMief Will then look up to the prince, 
and not to the repfefentati ves of the people. The ex- 
^tive and le^iftative pow^r riiUft now concur in the 
meaftir6 of keeping on foot any nuitiber of regular 
troops, both in its firft adoption, and cohtiniiance, of 
Ji catonot l>^che ad:' of ail the conftituent parts of this 
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government. If a defigning prince, hoffile, like m6(t 
princes, to the caufe of liberty, fhouM be dble to raife 
an sfrmy, tod by foreign gold, the mad zfeal, or inter- 
eftcd views, of a^ party among us, conld contrive » 
fce^p it on foot, without the aid of Parliament, what 
iecurky have we for thcf prefervatioit of oitr ctvit rightr 
and privileges ? The refuM of ftpplifes m this Houfer 
tb foree the diibanding an army couH have no valid 
t^Gty for parliameiitary grants would not be folitiited,^ 
Future princes -might govern, Kfce the Stuarts, with- 
out parliaments, by the- exertion of an over-ffretched 
prerogative, and even juries be under the contrcrul of 
^ crown officer y when the grand inqtretf of the natiod 
Was ftiperfeded. 

The conftit'ut^n of thi^ country. Sir, wouM be 
v^ounded in andthet branch of the legiflature, in the' 
Hbufe of Lords, by any grantV of money, but through 
the medium of Pkrlianienr. TThe Peers have un- 
doubtedly the Tight to rejeft a money bill. Tliey 
may now by their negative fotte the difbanding any 
number of troops, which they think Utineceflary, or 
dangerous to the i^frty of the nation. This impoN 
tiant privilege would be taken frOni them, if ffirh z 
Body of troops were to be maintaihed by any private* 
toansi benevolences, or fubfcripttons. The whole a\i- 
thority of the ftate would thus be abforbed in the' 
erown, and the two other branches of the legiflature 
Become a mere phantbnr, (uppofing even their forms 
to be preferved. 

' I expe(9^, Sir, that it will be affced, are we not there 
stt liberty voluntarily to giVe our money to the crown ? 
Ate free giffs from the fubjeft to the King illegal?' 
'There is. Sir,- fcarcely a countiy in Europe, whi'cf^^ 
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has not groaned under the oppreffioa of what are called 
frtt gifts. The very term is become ridiculous. Many 
a peaiant has periflied in a loathfome. dungeon, be- 
caufe he would not be compelled to a don graxuii. The 
Englifii hiftory fupplies innumierable,inftances of the 
cruel exaftion of what have been termed voluntary loans 
and benevolences to the King. Many families have 
been ruined under the Tudors and Stuarts^ becaufe 
they would not be forced to free-will offerings to the 
Sovereign againft their confent. The indifcreet ardour 
of a few begins a fubfcription, or loan; and then the 
reft of a nation are compelled, under pain of our utjnojt 
TQyal diffUafure^ to the faii;^e exertion, fometimes to 
their utter deftrudtion. Neither can equality be ob- 
ftrvod in fuch contributions; whereas the fair and 
equal proportion of what every fubjed ftctuld pay tq 
the exigencies of the ftate is one of the moft important 
objefts of every legiflature* It becomes then the wif- 
dom of parliament to put ^ ftqp to a^ ^bvfc& of thi^ 
nature by an exprefs ftatMte. 

I have heard. Sir, the Aft of the 13th of Charles 
11. mentioned as ?iaenj^d^ing law o^ this ocp^fion ; but, 
S^r, it by no means reaches the prefent cafe. That 
Aft only provides, *^ that no commiffions or aid^ of this 
*^ nature can be iffued out, or levied, but by autho- 
^* rity of parliament, and that this Aftj^ and the fup- 
*^ ply hereby granted, Ihall not be drawn into example 
*' for the time to come.'* The nature of thofe aids 
and commijfions was by authority under the greaS feal of 
England^ to empower certain perfons to naccxvcfucb 
fobfcriptions as bis Majejiys gQpd fubjeSs Jhould vo-. 
htntarily ^r, no ferfony not being q peer of this 
realm ^ in fuck offer ar prefent^ to exceed the fum Qf zoo 1. 
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mr any peer tffbis realm the fum of 400 1. Reference* 
Is always had in this Ad: to commiffions iflued under 
the great feal. The neceffity, however, of fuch an 
Ad, at a very particular period, plainly ftiews the feo- 
timents of that Parliament, as to the general doftrinc 
of loans and fubfcriptions, without the concurrence of 
the legiflature. , 

There was, Sir, fomething peculiarly offenfivc to 
this Houfe in the manner and time, which the zealous 
partizans of a defperate adminiftration chofe, for the 
late unconftitutional mode of levying money without 
the confent of Parliament. . The Minifter had di(a:atcd 
to the majority an adjournme;it of a very unufual length. 
Immediately after, their agents were bufily employed 
in getting fubfcriptions and raifmg troops. There had 
not been the leafl: previous intimation of the new plan 
to this Houfe, nor the ufual meflage from the Crown» 
No alarming ftate-fymptom had recently appeared, 
even according to the apprehenfion of Mlnifters. The 
noble Lord * with the blue ribband aflured us, that 
he knew nothing of a treaty between America and France^ 
nf>r did be believe its exijlenee, fo judicioufly had the 
immenfe fums we had voted for fecret fervices been ap- 
plied. The Houfe adjourned on the loth of Decem- 
ber, and we have on our table a letter from the War 
office of the i$th^ in which the fecretary at war tells 
a gentleman -f very near me, that he '^ was. commanded 
•* by the King to acquaint him that his Majefty ap- 
" proves of the very handfome offers made by the 
** town of Mancbeftery through him, for raifing a re- 
giment of foot at their own expence, the regimcrit 
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f Sir Thomas Egertop, Bart. Member for Lancj^iifC. 
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^^ to conflft of eight battalion com|>anies> one com- 
'^* pany of grenadiers, and one of light infantry/' The 
eagernefs of the inhabitants of that loyal town to fub- 
fcribe could only find a parallel in therr efforts during 
the years 1 745 and 1 746, and in the fplendid zeal of 
another equally wellaffeSed town in the fame county, I 
mean LivtrpooL It appears from the fame letter, that 
the Manchejier regiment was to confift of no lefs than 
one thoufand private men, belides a colonel, lieutenant 
colonel, major, captains, lieutenants, enfigns, ferjeants, 
corporals, drummers, and fifers. The fame eftablifh- 
ment was to take place for Liverpool. Lord Barring- 
ton promifes, in the Kings's name, that *' the officers 
^* fliall be entitled to half-pdy^ in cafe the regiment 
'^ fliall be reduced after it has been once eftabliihed." 
This was to be confidefed as an engagement from the 
public, although without the leaft communication 
to Parliament^ or confent of this Houfe. The fame 
promifes wer^ made to all the different corps, which 
were to be raifed during I be late adjournment in, another 
part of this ifland, where the Proteftant fucceflion , in 
the illuftrious Houfe of Hanover is now declared to be 
the idol of the people.. All the new-raifed Scott ilh re- 
giments were tp he CQtkled to half -pay. Thefe abfo* 
lute engagement? for public money to be afterwojds 
iW)t;ed by Parliaments .were made in diredt violation of the 
rights of the repEefentatiye^ of the people, and are con* 
traryfto both the fpirit and letter of this murdered con- 
ftitution. On fuch terais- the^ fecreta/y at war's letters 
on our table ftate, that ColoneLGordon's, Colonel Mac- 
kenzie's, Colonel Murray's, Cojonel Maclean's, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Campbell's, Lieutenant Colonel Mac 
DonncU's, the Edinburgh, Glafgow, and Liverpool 
*^^' " regiments 
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regiments were ,ta be raifed. Private fubfcnptlani tpf 
the raifing of thefe corps were at the fame time warmly 
fbliGited by the* agents of adniiniftration, and carried 
on with an uncommon fpirit, immediately after the 
adjournment for the holydays. Some great men had 
the additional douceur of " the lift of the other gen*- 
^^ tlemen recommended through them for coinmifV 
•* lions being honoured with the royal appobatioB^ and 
i' the fecretar/s affurance in tl^e Kjng^s name, thajf 
^^ they fliould have commiflions as fgon as the regi- 
^^ ment was raifed," befides xh^ bribe of the half-pay. 
The fecretary of ftate, Sir, for the northern depart- 
in^nt, ventured to aflert, in the King*s name, that thefe 
private Jiihf^rJptiohs were conjlimiomf^ In, a^ letter froiq 
Ui.^t karned Lord *, the Earl of Suffolk, to Sir John 

Wodchoufq 

$. Biurjf Heward, ^arl of Sui!blk. In itof 4i7 ibt fJ3«d.»/ali t^ Hi,twrds rm {ft 
fci4 and poUuted a (bream, befiore or fince the time of the perjured eviUenqe against , 
Lord TLviSScX and Algernon Sydney, the Lord Howard of £fcru;k, as in tl|e prei^ 
, fecTBtary of ftate for theajfthem dei)aiunfint» On tbe> ad of FeiMTuaryy I77Q» he 
aroted again^ th^ Minilby in the gre^^ cafife of. tl^e ^i<ldlefex eleftions, ^ wifh' 
another unblulhins apoila(e, the Earl of Bif ckinghamihire, ii^ed the remarkable 
Proteftt in which it is declared, <^ MTedcem^thc powqi: which the Honfe of Qcm^aaaoft 
^ have affumedto themiekes, of creating an iacapacityj iinl^own to the lawj and 
*} thereby depriving, in elSoQb, all the ekdlons. of Gre^^t Britain of their invaluj^ 
** riglit oCele^on, confirroe&l to them by fp many, fol^mn ftitutjef/ a flagrai^ ufqi> 
'* patipn» as highly i::BpugQant to eyeiy cSential pripqii^ of the conilitutipni as>t!|p 
*f. claim, of. Ihtp-moneyby King Charles. L or t^av Qf ^ fufpenc^ing and difpeoTrng 
** power by. King James IL This being. indeed>.in.ouropioion, a fufpeoding and*dii^ 
•' penfing power affumed and excrcifed by the HoufeofCQmnwn$^gwnft the ancient 
^ and fundamental libeities of the kingdom.' ' Xo tb\s fpl^tnn liecl^j^tion th? names 
0f theittretary ofibte for the northern departen^^ a^id the Lord Lieutenant of Inx- 
land^are iMbfcribed ; yet to this hour no fati^clion. b^beeiji inadc^tp tjie injured ^e^ 
holders of JB4id.:ieieX> nor w effe^ to p(i ttt fifSprs/f^ireat ^riialn. T-lie f^ime >a>*r 
miqiilratioii conin^e the iqjyryf and luveJb^^i) joined in the viabtion of the con^ 
^it^ition) a« weUa9.the pl,^nder of theiir coiin^y^ l)y.t|)i) S^s^of SvUXo% and Bn^liy* 

Lord Suii^ilH. rpiCe .to the ^y«ur ofi 1^ rpy«d -n^^pr by the mo{l formal and fo« 
lemn fpecies of hypocdfyy and ^ trea£|)Mev! Xp his opuQtij* . He^aifei^ ' to 1^ 
df j^dy religious, and impioufly covered the moil cruel and barbarous a<5ts with th« 
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Wodehoufe of February 17, it is faid, '^ I have had 
•* the honour of laying before the King a copy of the 
*^ refolutions delivered to me, and am now to inform 

lacred name of the Deity, ^^'ith a daring appeal to God ani Nature. Lord Chat- 
lain in the Houfe of Lords, 'No7. x%, 1777, faid, <' They [the Minifters] have let 
** the favages of America loofe upon their innocent, inoffending brethren ; loofe 

* upon the weak, the aged, and defencelels ; on old men, women, and children ; 
^ i^on the very babes upon the breaft, to be cut, mangled, facrifioed, broiled^ 
" roafted, nay, to be literally eat. Was it by means like tbeje we arrived at that pii> 
** naclc of fiame and grandeur, which, while it eftabllftied our reputation in every 
<* quarter of the globe, gave the fiiUeft teftimony of our juftice, mereyy and na- 
** tional integrity } Was it by the tcmobtnvk said fcaJfing knife, that Britiih valour 

• and buKMnity became in a manner proverbial ?" Lord Suffolk anfwered, " We . 
^ are fully juftified in ufmg every meatu which God and nature has put into our 
^ hands." Parliamentary Debates, voL IX* p. 25. Were the Brentford bludgeoiu 
the mtant which God and nature put into the hands of Mac S^itirke and Balf to mur- 
der the freeholders of Middlefex ? Can it be believed, that a juft God, who has 
declared that tvbofo fheddah man^s blood, by mamjhall his biood be Jhed, approves the 
pardon of thefe murderous villains by a pious prince, the guardian of our conflitu- 
tution } Are tomidunoks, fcalping knives, and bludgtens, honourable weapons of noble 
warfare, or civil conteft ? Ai^e God and neuure to be calleii in to juftily the homd 
cruelties of everf Indian iavage, of the highwayman, foot-pad, or hired af&ffin > 
The Earl of Suffolk llands forth the profeffed apologift of the heroes of Hounjl.w 
and Bagjbet, He has wt-beroded Hercd in declamation. General Burgoyne only 
fays, that he thought ^ the Ind'tan alliances over-valued their fervices-^fohiettmes 
<< infignificant, often barbarous, always capricious." Speeches, page 3. Lord 
Suffolk declares, that " U was a very tvife'and neceJfaryJUp" p. 25. It was a fa- 
vourite court meafure, and originated finom the Queen's Palace. 

Lord Chatham faid, << his Majeily [the late King] had too much regjuxl for the 
^ militaiy dignity of his people, and alfo too much humanity to have agreed to 
*< fuch a propofal had it been made to him." Page 96. Lord George Oermaine, 
in a letter to General Carlton, dated Whitehall^ 26th March, 1777^ declares, <^ bi$ 
« Majtfty [the prefent Kingl ftrongly recommends it to yoiu* care, to fnmifti both 
** expeditions with good arid fufficient bodies of tbofe men [Canadians and /«fiVtfw."J 

Boileau obferves very truly : 

« Un fot trouve toujour? un plus fot, qui I'admire." Thus the dull Suffolk become* 
an objeft of admiration to the duller Bute. That grave' Scottilh i)eer condemns ia 
the lump the whole Englifli miniftry. He has no rcliih for the wit of Lord Korth, 
futhQ tells S'u- James Wright that he finds Lord Suffolk [ujfcientlyferiws. 

The epithet of learned given in the fpeech to Lord Suffolk can hardly be read^ 
feriopily, when it is recolle^d that his Lordfhip began to learn French after he 
became fecretaxy of ilate. Our fathers were taught by Swift to fay, I knovf n» 
more than my Lord Mayor^ This reproach on the city is now done away, for the 
comoipa e^prefilon tfi / kntw mo moro than my Lvrd Skfj^'k. 
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}^ yo% thit hh Majejfy is fully fenjikk ^f the confiitu^ 
** tional zed and loyalty which diijlated thefe refolu-- 
^ f/«2j/' The moft important of thefe refolutions^ 
which were a^«cd to at Norwich, is the raifing mo-^ 
ney by a privafe fubjcription for fevcral avoweci public 
{mrpoJes refpeftiiig the army* The fubfcribers not 
®nly gave liberally from their own purfes, but pro* 
mifed to ufe their befi endeavours^ and to exert their ut" 
mojk injhtettce in that county and city towards tarrying thdfi 
fefolutions into executiony contrary to what has been de- 
monftrated to be the eftablifhed doftrine of the confti- 
tution, thait the crown cannot receive^ the money of 
the fobjea, for public^urpofes, but through the me- 
dium of Parliaments It ^oughiLfiHrely, Sir, to be the 
confent of the whole people by their reprefentatives^ 
iK>t the partial benevolence of a few interefted indi* 
viduals^ A few private difinterefted men may imagine 
ft favourite meafiare of their own to be a common con- 
cern of the flate, while others make it a lucrative jobb 
for thcmfelves and their dependants, by the gift or 
traffick of commiflions, with the reverfion of half^pay 
for life entailed on the nation* 

I confefs. Sir, that there is one circumftance with 
refpea to the Manchefter, Liverpool, and fome Scottifti 
regiments, which gives me pleafure. I rejoice that 
they are. to be fent to Gibraltar and iPort Mahon, to' 
replace, the Hanoverians; for I think not only the 
Ijpirit of the conftitution groflly violated, while the 
eleftoral troops of Hanover remain in pofleffion of 
thofe fortrefles, but the ftatute law of the realm may 
be evaded. In the *^ Aft for the further limitation of 
*^ the crown, and better fecuring the rights and privl- 
<« leges of the fubjedt," it is declared, " that all and 

R- . ^* every 
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**; every periba and perfbns, who Ihall or may tal^e and 
'/ inherit the faid crown, by virtue of the limitation <rf 
" this prefent adt, and is, are, or ihall be, reconciled 
'^ to, or Ihall hold communion with, the fee or church 
** of Rome, or fhall profefs the Romiih religion, or 
^* fliall marry a Papift, Ihall be fubjeft to fuch incapa- 
^^ cities, as in fuch cafe or cafes are by the faid recited 
" Ad provided, enaSed, and eftablilhed/' We all re- 
member. Sir, a very near relation of the crown, the 
Hereditary Prince of Heffc, married to a daughter of 
England, openly embracing the Romifli religion. If 
a mifgUided prince could ever be fo far perverted as to 
follow the religion, as well as the maxims, of the laft 
Stuart king, and the Hanoverian troops fliould then 
be in poflefiion of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, although 
the Crown of England would be forfeited, the Eleftoy 
of Hanover might ftill fecure the poffeflion of thofe 
important fortrelTe^, whichbelong only to the Imperial 
,Crown of this realm. 

I approve likewife the departure of thofe regiments 
on another account. I recoUedb what pafled in the 
march of the Scottilh rebel army fouthward in 1746. 
I ihall be glad to hear of their abfence, becaufe I do 
not think an invafion of this country, at the prefent 
crilis, quite fo chimerical a projeft as the cohqueft of 
America. I have read in the London Gazette, where 
truth was found in the laft reign, a " Lift of rd)el of- 

, *^ ficer3, in the Mancbejler regiment, taken at Carlifle," 
by the hero of Culloden» 

I am aware. Sir, that at the period, to which I have 

. alluded, many fubfcriptions were carried on, and regi- 
ments raifed, without a previous application to Parlia- 
ment. At the breaking out of that rebellion the legif- 

[ lativc body was not fitting. A long prorogation in the 

Avtuma 
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AutuniA Had taken place^ as ufual. "The capital of 
Scotland had furrehdcred to the rebels even before the 
Parliament could be aflembled^ and never was a more 
€afy, or perhaps willing, conqueft* The rebels* were 
in full march ii^to the heart of the kingdom. Every 
thing ,dear and valuable to Engliihmen Waal at ftakc* 
Without the moft vigorous exertions, the caufc of pub- 
lic liberty muft have funk for ever. The greatnefi o£ 
the crifis called for thofe fpirited meafures, meafurea 
which' could not be warranted in times of profound 
peace and public tranquillity. In this fenfe oiily ought 
the famous paflage in Lord Hardwicke*s celebrated 
Ipeech to be underftood. The firft law of every ftate 
is the/alus populfi When he as Lord High Steward 
pafTed fentence of death on the Scottifti peers in 1 746^ 
he obferved, ^* men of property, of all ranks and or- 
** ders, crouded in with liberal fubfcripijons, of their 
** own motion, beyond the examples of foKmer times, 
** and uncompelled by any law ; and yet in the moft 
f * legal and warrantable manner^ notwithftanding what 
** has been ignoranily ^xApreJumptuouJly fuggefted to the 
*^ contrary/* He delivers the di^um with unufual and 
indecent warmth, with the furious zeal of a convert i 
for of this ignorance and prefumption his Lordihip hskl 
unluckily been himfelf guilty4 A well-known letter, 
which is ftill extant, from him to a gentleman in Sur* 
rey, a near rdation of a * worthy member, whom I fee 
m his place, in the moft exprefs terms condemns all pri- 
y2Xtfubfcripttons to the Crown for public purpofes, as 
ftbfolvftely illegal. Bw, Sir, I confefs that I very little 
value the fentiments of lawyers in general on the great 
topics of governments We have indeed in this Houfc 

* jmnk Seawall; Eiq ; Member lor 8yiTcjr« 
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Aree frc four gentlemen of the law, of the itioft en- 
larged underftanding, and extcnfive genius; but the 
fcommori obfervation ftill holds ^ood, that lawyers ^ of 
*lt profeiaiions, ' feem leaft to underftarid the nattine 6f 
government in general. They are like under^work- 
men, who are expert enough at making a- fihgle wlieel 
in a clock, but are totally ignorant how to adjuft the 
various parts, or regulatt the movement. A truly wife 
and deeply learned whig, .Lord Hardwicke's profeffed 
model, the great Chancellor Sommers, would not, i 
believe, have delivered ftich a dodrine as la^. Yet, 
Sir, in my humble idea, fhofe fuhfcripiions were not Only 
juftifiabk, but meritorious, I will venture to hy pd- 
triotic, for they tended to the falvation of the country. 
Perhaps, Sir, afcer the extindkion of 'that wieked, Xfn^ 
provoked, rebellion, we ought M have adbdd as we did 
in the cafe of the embargo on all fhip^ laden with ^heat 
or wheat flour in September 1766. iThe Order ^f the 
King and council was certainly irregular, W^al ; but 
It faved the people from famine, and therefore waS' 
fanftified by an A£t of the whole iegillature. The 
preamble of that indemnity bill ftys, *^ which ohief 
*' could hot be juftified by laiv, but was lb ranch for 
** the fervicfe of the public, aad fo neceffary for tht 
<* fafety and prefervation of bis Majefty's fubje&s, that 
*Mt ought to be juftified by Aft of Parliament/'' ^ ' ' 
I expeft. Sir,* to hear it objefted, that the p¥eftht 
time is by no mearts a proper feafon for fuch a morionv 
as we are probably* on the eve of a war with Fraiice, 
%nd the whole houfe of Bourbon* * This obje&ion will 
. have 00 weight with me; for no man can be more zear- 
lows: to ftrengchen the hands of government, -events 
ft rain every nerve of the ftate, inajuft war againfl: 
4 France, 
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France, our ancient enemy, the coriiKion enemy of tlic 
libemes of Europe. : I would however da it* in a pat^ 
liamentary wdy. - 1 wifh this Houfe, in a good caiifd^ 
to grant the ampleft fupplies againft that ambitious, 
formidable, and encroaching power, although I think 
the pefent Minifters wholly inexcufable in being thus 
long duped by her fliwrfy pretexts, and unmeaning 
verbal aflurances. The racflage to this Houfe, of 
March 1 7, tells us, that .the. conduct of Ffafice is " cc«^ 
.*^ trary to the moft fole$9m affurancesy and -fubverfive of 
^* the law of nations J* Thofc mojifokmn ajfurarices di^- 
ceived none at the dme but the credulous court of 
England j and the Minifters on the other fide <>f the 
J^oufe, who wiftied to be deceived. As to the law of 
nations y in my opinion it clearly juftified the late con- 
duit of France, I 'call on any gentleman, the deeppft 
read in Grotius, Puffendorf, and the other writers OJi 
the rights of war and peace, and the law of nations^ to 
prove from a fingle paiTage, that the French ambafla- 
dor's late declaration \^fubn>erfive of the laiv of nation}. 
The United States of America were, at the conclufion of 
the late treaty, on a footing with all other Hates. They 
had by the moft public afts, with a full chorus of ap- 
plaufe,from«almoft the \^hale northern hemifphere, afr* 
ferted their Indepmdmcyy of which they had at that 
time near two years fall pojfcjfum. The prefent conduft 
pf France to America likewife receives the fulleft jufti- 
fjcation from the former conduit both of England and 
Fr.^nce to Holland and Portugal, when they feparated 
from the Spaniih monardiy, and became independent 
ftates. We bprh went further than France has done 
in this inftance. France and England at that time fur-' 
^ilhed entire regiments, Ihips of w^^r, ammunitions and 

R 3 all 
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■11 warlike (lores, to the revolted fubjcfts of the Sp^ifli 
monarchy The immediate caufc of complaint at th* 
prefeiit period is only that France has concluded « 
treaty of amty and commerce with Anierica, Is this an 
pnju^ aggrejfton on England? Is. thi^ajqft caufc of 
boftiUties on our fide, and will.it warrant this involving 
this country as well as France in all the horrors and 
calamities of war ? France feems indeed to be taking a 
dreadful reyenge on i)s, by (ecuring to herfelf the comv 
iperqe of AiQerica, as an indemnity for all ihe fulfered 
during the hft war; but in the treaty Che has aded ac- 
cording to the law of natims. Yet, Sir, if we muft.b^ 
forced into a war, I do not defpond. With the fame 
* g;r?at Mwft^fi whg fg gloripuUy condufted that war, 

and 

f This great Minifter paid the debt to nature on the x ith of May x 778. On tbf 
ftme ixsr we find by the f^e/rjof the Hoafe of Commons, ^ The Hoafe being inv 
V lonnefl by a member in his place, that the Earl cf Cikathsm died this raoraingi 

RefilvtJ, ^emine (9»trm£etntef 

•* That an fansiMe addrefs be prefentcd to his Majefty, that his Majefiy will be gnw 
f* clouily pleafed to give diredtions, that the remains of //'////aw Piu Esrl ofChatbam^ 
f< be interred s^ t^ public charge ; and that a monun^ent be ere^^ ^n the CoUs-^ 
«< giate Church of Saint Peter's, Weftminfter, to the memory of that excelleut 
f* S^^frns^y with an infeription tsxpnS&v^.citiM puhlk fenft ofiogrtfit mad i'repor 
f < rabi* a lofs ; and tp alTiire ^ Majeftyi that this Ho^ife wiU raalLe good the expsAT 
** ces attending the Camo.*' 

Bis M^efty's anfwer was on the j 3th by Lord North, It did not exprefs th^ 
P9yalfenfi of, or the l^aft com;crn iv^figretU and irrtparahU a hfs to the nation ; but 
foldly ftated^ << that his Msyefty had commanded him to acquaint this Houfe, that bt 
f< will give direaions as defired by the faid addrefs." 

The Rrniera) was indeed puUic, bi)t conducted with fo dtfgraceiiil parfupony anfl 
ineanneft; that the enemies of Lord Chatham's £une confidered it as an infult from 
the Court on his alhes, after the unanimous refolution of the Cctfunioos of Great Bri^ 
fttn,- and Vofi knoyirn fenfe of .the nation. The langq^e of the S^nnU Hmje at tb« 
' l^ime waSf that a man roould make bit court nfery Hi by atun^fnjr L'ird Chatham^ t f ,$MroL 
This hint fetit h4f ^h? coujt^ i^to t}^e country, and confined the othef ^ at hoii^^ 
\fyin4din illnofs* 

The late Earl ?yas employed very little, and never tniftcd, by the prefent Kii^« 
J.ord Bute's forbearance in the beginning if this reign was indeed wondcrfiil, foi;- af- 
p^ ki% fiCcef(ion be fui&r^ Mjr« Pitt lot fevetal z^ipnths (p continue 7^ tjbe heacfbf 

9Sm^ 
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and the fame noble efforts in the people^ I ihould not 
doubt of equally brilliant fuccefs^ provided we bad 
peace with America, to whom in no fmall degree we 
owe what fhare of coniideration we have among the 
powers of Europe. The navy of (his country, which is 
its fureft bulwark, owes its greatnefs to our colonies, 
has grown with their growth, and ftrengthened with 
ibeir ftrengtb ; a navy which has ungratefully and bar- 
baroufly laid ?heir towns in aflies. Trade and com^ 
merce, the fupport of mod nations^ the chief care of 

ai&irs. | f^fpeft it proceeded firom political timidity, and perhaps other arrange^ 
jnents not being fully fettled. His removal was determined from the evening of the 
demife of the good old King, but the artful Scot employed all the low cunning of 
his chara^r to bring it about as the fpontaneous a£l of Mr. Pitt himfel^ In this he 
iucceeded. The great Minifter was over-ruled with regard f wuafurts to bt takem 
0gmiw/i Spam, and nsfigned O^ 9, 1761. His meafures were however adopted in a 
l]iort tixpe, and war was at l^ft rejudlantly dcplared agaiivft Spain the fecond of Jii> 
nuary following : but a glorious opportunity of making prize of the Galleons had beea 
loft. 

In the Boufe of ^rds, Lord Chatham declared, lh9^ ^hen ke was twflcyed, bis 
rtyal majhr appeared all grace, goodmff*^ apd cMdtfienfion f hint at tvtry audience^ and 
gava the wamujl ajuramcet of hh powerful fuppwt and countenance to all bis meafures ; 
yet every tb'mg fetmtd boilow, and was made uneafy to bim. He ahfvysfimd bimfilf 
trneliy deceived, eften ^eitayed, and declared tbat be bad na ftruph f ajfert, tbal there tvat 
feme one aheut the court greater than the King bimfelf. In tlie Houfe of Commons he 
had formerly defcribed Lord Bute as wanting wijdtnm, and belding principhs in:9mp*ti^ 
btc wHb freedom. In the February preceding his de:tth he g^ve it under his haud^ 
in the coiTefpondence with Dr. Addingtoi^ that Lord Bute bad brought the King and 
kingdom to min. 

The late teftlmony of Lord Bute in the fame publication is very exprefs in favour 
of Lord Chatham. He told Sir James Wright, " Ltrd Qhektham was one of ttie very 
^ few he had ever a£led with in adminiftration, who liad (hewn great honefty and 
^* generofity of fentiment, with a fmcere condvi^, and intention for the King's and 
<< the public welfare." This evidence, given by his mofl infidious and concealed 
enemy, is remarkable ; but the declaration at Madrid of a ^or and open foe, of the 
Spaniih Minilter to the Epglifh ambalfador in Auguil 1 761, not two months before 
|4r. Pitt's refignation, is his nobleft panegyrick. Geneipl Wall obferved, that at 
tbat time tBe Court of Leaden was in the m^.fi Jlourifbing and mofi txalttdfiuation it tad 
ever knowny occafiontd by the greattji feries 0/ projperitits that any fingle nation had ever 
teet with. Lord Chatham lived to fee all oiir glories pafs away, England covergd 
with ihame-and ridicule iji the eyes of all Europe and America, above halfhcv «m« 
pire loft, the proud Caul triumphing, and the King and kingdom brought U ruin^ 

R 4 the 
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the wifeft, havo derived their late vigour atid fyhh 
from America, What dreadful commercial calamiticai 
have we fufFered fined the unhappy coHteft with hdr ? 
If ihe joins the whole houfe of Bourbon againft us, I 
.fliall begin to be alarmed for our own independence. At 
leafi the power and glory of England, which have not, 
till this fatal period, withered like a fair flower, nor 
been mowed by the fcythe of all-devouring time, that 
ftrikes empires from their root, will be in danger of 
being cut off by the fword of her juftly incenfed off- 
fpring^. We have been found unequal to the conteft 
with America alone, A Congrefs worthy of Rome> 
while Rome was free, tumidas c^ntudit minas of an info- 
lent Minifter, and the venal majority of a Britilh parlia-f^ 
ment. All our Minifters, Sir, have been groffly ig- 
norant as to the real ftrength of that vaft Northern 
Continent. Even the great man, who is now removed 
into the other Houfe, delivered if very weak and ill-; 
founded opinion here in the debate On the repeal of 
the accurfed ftamp aft, that the force of this country cmld 
cmjh America to atoms . Thjt force of this country, aided 
by Heffians, Hanoverians, and all the other German 
mercenaries, has effected nothing, but unfoldicr-like 
retreats, in three years. The united yj^rri? of Europe, 
Sir, cannot crufh America to.^tomsy if we confider the 
natural ftrength of the various component parts of that; 
^mmenfe continent. Pfacey Peace, therefore with Ame^ 
rica ought to be our object. Force has been* found a? 
\inavailing, as ill direfted. 

I fear our conduft h^s cemented the union between 
An^enca and France. Since the affair of General Bur- 
goyne, and the French acknowledgement of their Inde-^^ 
un4^ncf^ it cannot be fuppofed that the Americans will 
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ever think of retumltig to a Dependmee on this odfun* 
try. The experiment, however, Sir, miglit be mad^ 
erf endeavouring to detach the Unittd States from 
France, by an acknowledgment of their Independence', 
and a league of more than amity and commerce, a treatf 
^tnfc%ie and defenfive with the molther country. Thr 
fiune religion, language, laws, love of liberty^ the famt 
i^mmon dock and progenitors, the genus Latimm, AU 
hanique paires^ a reciprocity of the important intereflft 
of commerce, all thcfe might confolidate the bafe of a 
firmer, more compad: alliance than ever yet was form^ 
ed between two Empires. But alasl perhaps thefe are 
only pleafing vifions, mere phantoms of the imagiha^s 
tion, unfubftantial mockeries ; and the reality will be an 
oBftinate and bloody war, to be concluded poffibly^ 
even in this reign, in a farther difmembcrment of the 
Britifti monarchy. I heartily wilh. Sir, a war *with 
France could be avoided. Iknow we are unprepared, and 
that the people have no confidence in government. Thef 
have even a horror of Minifters, who have loft more than . 
half our empire. The provocation of the day cannot juf* 
tify a war. The treaty is only of amity and commerce mth 
America, not of hoftility againft Great Britain, or any 
power. England, in my opinion, ought to have done 
what France has done. But has ihe. Sir, adted againjl 
us in a manner to juftify hoftilities on our part? Is the 
principle, or the policy, of our conduft quite afcer-^ 
tained to be juft, wife, or expedient? An ignorant and 
incapable fet of Minifters, have brought us into fo dif- 
graceful a fituaiion, that we can neither proceed with 
fafery, nor recreat with h/nour. In fuch contempt is 
this nation now held, that even Portugal, which was 
lately almoft a proviiice of this kingdom, looks down 
^pon us with infolence. 

Sir, 
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Kr^ the fyxnt of liberty is a fpirit of jealoufy. If 
oug^ to be laore fa than ever at the prefent ^ra, 
whidifeems peculiarly fatal to the caufe of public free-* 
dom in Euirppe^ while it is victorious i^ the Weflern 
vorld«. Every man, who wiflies well to the free Eogliih 
governments muft be alarmed for its. fafety> wh^n he 
icfledb on the fate of the neighbouring nations^ of the 
moft considerable Hates. A late event ought always to be 
in the perfpedive of the true lovers of public liberty^ 
The kingdom of Sweden, by its conftitution one of th^ 
freeft monarchies in the world, has recently fallen under 
the gaUing yoke of defpotifm by the treachery and p^^ 
Jury of its King» The mofl: folemn legal obligations, 
and explicit compadta, enforced, as it was fuppofed. 
Ivy the moft iagred fanftion of oaths, were found ia- 
fofficient to fecure the liberties of that brave people 
from the invafioa of the military, at the inftigation, 
tsd by the command of a monarch, to whom every 
Ipecies of fraud and deceit feems familiar. No fove- 
feigii> in any age or country, ever made ftronger and 
lefe equivocal promifes to his people^ cemented by all 
the holy ties of religion. The fpeecbes from tie throne 
always held out a profound veneration for the laws^ 
an inviolable attachment to the eftablifhed conftitution. 
The pious hypocrite not only expreflfed his own abhor^ 
fence of arbitrary power, hut declared that he would 
confidcr thofe as the worft enemies of his perfon and 
government, as the vileft traitors to their countryj^ 
who ihould in any way, and under any pretence, feek to 
add to his power, or to introduce an unlimited autho- 
rity in his perfon* He ^wn pretended to think it his 
greateft glory to be the firft citizen of a free country ; 
and he afferted, that to govern \tfree an^ independent 



was Ills Mgheft ambition. He repeatedly, with grdri( 
ptrade, reminded the Swedtfh nation of the oaths Jbe 
had taken to them, and the excellence of the conftim* 
tion, to which he was fo religioujly attached, while at 
the fame time he was meditating the means of enflaV'* 
ing his people. By the ajftjtance of the army he has ac 
quired the moft abfolute aud dcfpotic power. Ac- 
l^ording to the new * form of government the States^ ^ 

^ Trom the Lovo»n Gazette of Sept. 5^ T772« 

Stockholm, Aug, 21. Yefterday being the day when the foim of f(»v«lHittni« 
fwom to by the King, of the 29th of May, and by the ftatcs the ift of June, mm u 
SiaMj^ed, and a new one to be produ(:ed in a plenum plenomm of all Che ovier% 
tf large detacimeut of guards mfos ordtrtd to take pcJUffim of tb§ Jfuart 'mi»4 4te4t«fi 
rfNohUi ffatuis ; and thi palace toas invtfttd on alljdei with irooft^ mmt tmum vmm 
fiattd in the court near the hat- where the ftttta Vfore €tffembUd* ) 

The fcene was opened by a fpeech from the throne : his Majefty had in |ai 
fiand the filver hammer of Guftavus Adolphus, with which he made a fignal Sat 
jUenqp^ an office ufually performed by a fenafr^ but mom nurnt frefotu* His M»^ 
jefty • concluded his fj^eech by affuring the plenum, tliat he did ndt defir^ the 1^ 
ycreignty, and would take a folemn oath to Denounce it, which he imroediateljr^liiL 

His Majefty Uien ordered the new form of government to be read by a Secmtaif 
pf revifion. This piece confifts of above forty articles; the eflendalooBsani 

I ft. The King is to cbufe the jenatt himfelt 

adiy. His Majefty is to call the ftates together whenever he ]ilesdes, andtofe^ 
l^arate them alfo when he pleafes, after three months. 

3dly; The contribHtions a^e td be |;iven by the ftates, but, if not granted wjUbia 
ffaree months, the oU ones are to remain ; m cafi ofinv^oap or fr^^ mtc^pty^ ilr 
^^yfiy ^^ impojejfme tqxu far raijing momej tiU thefiaset can be ajfemkkd, 

j^y* ffbeft the flatty are ajfepfbled, they are to dtUbtrau ajtoa nothing hut vAoiiSi 
J^aje/ly pleafit to lay btfqre tbewt* 

5th]y. His Majefty h9$ the fole difpofitiofi of the anny^ nay^j and finances, aai 
pt all emj^yments, civil and military. 

As foon as the whole of this piece was read through^ his MsQtRj a&ed the {As- 
^um if t^ey. would give him their oath to observe this form of government $ whai^ft 
-|>eing anfwered p the af&mat|ve, he rtf aired them immediately to fwear to it^ 
which they did accordingly. His Majefty then n paired the Speakers of th«r»* 
fpc^tive orders to come to tbp table and fign and feal the new form. 

A^ef all tliis ceremony was over, the King ftood up and £aid^ that it ^uupropar 
U thank ^mighty Cod for his afifiance^ in bringing about fo hap|iy an event; and 
prilling a Pfalra Boc* out of his poc^et^ he be^ to fxo^ Te X>,uim^ in whi^ \m 
ff9s ^ccani|>4uied hv the'aUbmblf . 
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0f Sweden cannot afiemble but by the rojral permUfio!!, 
The King is to chufe the fentte. They have np 
right to deliberate upon any thing but what the King 
pl^^s to lay before thenu If the contrilwtions are 
Apt granted within three months^ the old nt^ to re- 
main. In cafes of necefiity the King may impo(^ 
tsq^es,. till the ilates are afiembJkd. There woul<}- 
have been no neceflity for this, if a ilaviih party aiiaong; 
his own fubjedts had been willing and able, by any pri^^ 
vate aids, loans, benevolences,* or fubfcriptions, tq 
put it in his *p6wcr to fupport a military eftabliflimept, ' 
and to raife new levies at his pleafure. He, as well a< 
the fovereign of England, has the fole difpofition of 
the army, navy, and all employments civil and mili- 
tary. The pprjured fovereign of Sweden, by the aft 
fiftance of only a fmall part of the military, has exi'* 
fiaved his people, and made himfelf the abfolute tyrant 
of a limited monarchy, in which he was hrn and edit- 
iotedy and whofe conililution he was fworn to pre-: 
fcrve*. 

I know, 

'His Alajeftjr.tbeB pennitted the flates to kifs his hand, after which he left the 
fDOm* and the ftatts feparated iJiubGut knowuig whether they were to mttt again or f^l, 
Y^is defends on his M^j^Ji/s phajure, 

*" In the King of Sweden's fpeech at the openii^ of the diet on the 25th of 
Jwie, 1 77 1, he declared, " Bom and educated zmon^ you, 1 learned from my early 
•^ youth to love my country, to confider it as my greatefl happinefs that / was a' 

* 5*w.'</f, as my greateft ^ory, that I was the 6rft citizen of a/w people— to fee 

* this n^ioo h^py. is piy fii*ft obje<JI ; to govern a* free and independent people, 
** the height of my ambition. Do not fuppofe thefe are vain wcrd?, ct^irraiTifted 
^ perhaps by the fecret fentimeft'ts of my h'? rt. They are the true pidlure of a 
'* htar. glowing with the moft ardent love for glory, aAd for my country. --/ heart 
** too honeft to di(5tirt:e what it docs not feel, /oc/) lu / ever :o rtcede jrsm an engagement »* 
On the 28th of February, 1772, liis Swedilh Majefty folemnly confirmed by oath, 
and his fignature, the twenty-four articles of the Ai't >f iond tr ohHgnikn to the fnopie^ 

Mr. Sheridan fays, the King^ ivho that mming^Au%, I9',xi772.] rcfefrom his bed 
the imoji Umiied Prince in Europe ^ in ibe Jpace of two bows rendered h'mjtlf no Icfs ahjeiu^t 
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I know. Sir, that in the important motion which t 
havtf the honour of fubmittii^g to the Houfe, I ftand 
&0L the firm conftitutional ground of Etigliih liberty, 
and the rights of Parliament. I therefore ^particularly 
daim and call for the fupport and affiftanoe of thofe, 
whom I love and venerate, the real whigs, and friends' 
of this excellent conftitution. They are naturally jea- 
lous of evefy iirfringenaent on the peculiar privileges of 
this Houfe, as the reprefentatives of all the Commons^ 
The fundamental rights of Engliftimen have always 
been their peculiar care. Any acceflion of power to 
the dangerous iftflu€«€e of the Grown, without the 
fanftion of Parliament, they muft reprobate. In this 
cafe our very exiftence, as a leglflative body, is brought 
into jeopardy. From every principle of duty to the 

«r Sfockbo/m, than the French monarch is st VcrfaiUuf or the Grand Stigmr at CwJUtH 
timtfik, Pagt 3^00. 

.<< 3^-tce tt^ eAaUiflKiTCot cf the late form of govemment ia the year 1720^ ^m 

"Swedes had hitherto beheld only foreigner* on the throne, Frederick the Firft, aoil 

^^ndionc^ AdolphiK." K^e 215 5- * ^ 

A hidoiy pf the l^e itev^hitiom in Swe Jai> by Charles Fcancis Sheridao, £r% 

of I^incoln'^ liii\, and Secretary tp Che Britiih Envoy in Sweden at the 

tirfie df the hitc rev<Auck>n. 

T^ Kciiig «f ^v( edsi^ pl^'mty copies tke V9i?y ai^ipreffiona of 111* Kiog o£ Eagbndti 
but every brave EngUftiman will «»ert hinifelf that no King of England ihall AiccejEl* 
fufly follow the condudl of ibe King of Sweden. He was congratulated in the higheft 
ibalas of fiatsery by tbc C(^vts of France snd £i%l3fid; wkitch p«r^l^ agreod in 
^fiir jpy- on this. viCifcory oyer Ijl^erty. . 

iThe French Gazette gave a falfe and partial account of this hghrious revolution, 
^AofAi wiii faid to be ^tu prtp^ne'y arid obferved, " tout manqooit i ia Majefie 
*i SulMoife ; ellb ne s'tft p^ oiApqo^c i elle meme ; iJa prudence^ fa ktm^U^ fin 
** audace, difons mieux, fa ve-tu a fupplee a tout. Les jtnut^urs^ affemblcs dans 
*^'!eurs ^» ordinaire/eroient anx feneireslorfque des oflk^9r»viiirent lew apportef 
'^i'of^fie 4f re%r tranqnilks d«ns Tappail^iite^t — ils \:o|ihirent r4|4iq«i«i'>inai$ 
^ leur pouyoir Ariilocratique n'impofo^ plus.; ils durent obeir/' 

The prefent King oi Sweden was in "Paris at the time of his father^s death, ia 
]lili»iai^ ijli, Itis afi^ised, (bat Imk |4nbe4 ia tlut apltal the anui Of tbeU- 
bcpties of his country. . :. ^ ' 

' ' ' free 
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ftee ifflem of government under which we live^ andt 
^en of felf*prefervation> this motion ought to be Cup- 
ported ; and in confequence I hope for unanimity, wheti 
I fupplicace the Houfe, "that kave be given to bring 
V in a bill more efTedkually to prevent the dangerou* 
^ and unconfiitutional practice of givii^^ or granting 
•* mooiey to the Crown, aj a private aid, loan, bene* 
^^ volence, or fubfcriptipn, for public purpofes, with* 
*^ out the con{ent of Parliament^'* 



Votes of April lo, 1778* 



The Lord North prefented to the ttoufe (according 
to order) a " Bill for enabling hisi Majefty to fettle on 
•* their Royal Highneffes the Prints Frederick^ biihop 
^^ qE Ofnaburgb, William Henry ^ Edward^ Erneji, Au^ 
^^ guflus, Augujius Friderickj and Addpbus Frederick ^^ 
^* an annuity of fixty thoufand pounds per annum ) and 
** alfo to fettle on their Royal Highneflfes the Pria* 
'^ cefles Charlotte Augufta Matilda^ Augufia Sophia^ 
** Elizabeth^ Mary, and Sophia, one other atUiuxty of 
^^ thirty thoufand pounds per annum ; and alfo to fettla 
•* on his Highnefs Prince JVilUam Frederick one other 
^^ annuity of eight thoufand i^oxlxxAs per annum ; and on 
" her Highnefs the Princefs Sophia Matilda one othfer 
<^ annuity of four thoufand pounds per annum ;'* and 
the fame was received, and read the firft time^ aai 
ordeied to be read a Cbco^d tirne^ 

JJix. 
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Mr. JRttw raid, 
Mr. Speaker, 

The very title of the bill, which the noble Lotd 
With the blue ribband has juft prefented ta the 
tloufe, will give the trueft pleafure to the friends of 
the Proteftant fucceffioiu A Royal Family, ^ready fb 
numerous, is an invaluable addition to the national 
ftrength and importance. £Yery Engliihman, who is 
at heart anxious not only for the permanent, but the 
perpetual, prefervation of our liberties in thcauguft 
line of Brunfwick,* muft now enjoy the higheft fatiC* 
fafton. The alarming fears, which our ancellors at 
various periods experienced, from a fufpicion of the 
.failui:e of fuicceffion to the Imperial Crown of thefe 
realms, arc not likely to difturb their pofterity. We 
live in happier times. The gratitude of this Houfe t^ 
heaven increafes every year, with the fortunately proli- 
fic, annual increafe of the Royal offspring** Wc 
triumph in thofe indearing pledges of our monarch's 
love, and the public felicity, which an all-bounteous 
Providence continues to beftow on this peculiarly fa- 
voured nation. The kingdom at large contemplacc 
'with rapture his Majefty's numerous, and ftill, I hope, 
increafing progeny, as infuring even beyond our chil- 
dren's children, to the nati natorum^ et qui nafceniur ab 
iJlis, the bleffings and glories of his reign. It is the 

• In the fam6 felfioa, hy the votes of Nov. it, 1777, it appears that the Hoiale 
^ refolvedy that a congratulatory meflage be fent to the Q^jeen, on the birth ai 
f* Mnotber Princeis — ^to afllire her Majeftx that this Houfe Will ever retain the trucil 
^* fentimenu of duty aod attachment to a Queen— to whom thir oatio^ •«» jr 

6 duty 
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Antf of his faithful common^ here to do more, to prd- 
vide for them in a manner adeqviate to their exited 
birth and royal dignity. 

The meffage. Sir, from the crown points oiit to lis 
the provifion, and the mode of it, which is defired. . I 
give my hearty confcnt to the grant. It will be a 
grant worthy of the Engliih nation, worthy of the great 
perfonages, in whom we have now fo important an in- 
Icreft. Hereafter j I truft. We may claim a fliare of their 
future feme and glory. Yet Sir, I regret, that it is 
not made a certain provifion for them during his Ma- 
jetty's life; and the Duke of Glpucefter^s, as well as 
during the life of the Prince of Wales, or the fuccef* 
(brs of the reigning monarch. It is only to take eflTeft 
after the demife of the crown, and on the (death of the 
Duke of Glouceften Sir, if I underfland the bill ia 
your hand, it compels the Prince of Wales to grant , 
but of the hereditary revenues of the crown the annual 
fum of 6o,oool. to the JfCing's fons, 30,0001. to hl$ 
daughters, and i2,oool. to the children of the Duke of 
Gloucefter, during their refpeftive lives ; but no per- 
manent provifion is made for them during the prefent 
reign, or the life of the Duke of Gloucefter. Th« biBl 
cffeftually ties up the hands of the fuccefFor, but leaves 
the Prince on the throne the option of any provifion 
fcr'thc children and other very near relations of thp 
ncrown during the life of his prefent Majefty, and his 

Bcxt brother. I defire to be fet right, if I have mif- 

ftatcd the bill, which has juft been read to the Houfe.* 
£Lord North laid, " the , honourable gentlemjeais 

f^ certainly right. The King will not be obliged ta 
^' **' make any provifign by this bill for any part of the 

*? Royal Family, during his own life and that of 
\ . • '' the 
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'' the Duke of Glouceftcr.** Mr*. Wilkes then ad- 
ded,] 

I fubmit, Sir, to the Houfe, that in this refpeft the 
bill is imperfeit. The provifion for the younger 
branches of the Royal Family is not an immediate cer- 
tain provifion, but to take effedt at a diftant period. 
They are left at the prefent moment without' the 
fmalleft fixed revenue, or fupport, independent of the 
crown. The fovereign makes no grant, but we are 
taking away, without his confent, during his minority, 
a part of the hereditary revenue of the Prince of Wales, 
for the future maintenance of his brothers, fifters^ and 
the more remote branches. 

The example of this generofity is not given by thd 
father and the fovereign to his firfl: fubjedt, although 
it comes in the mode of a paternal precept. We leave 
them ftow in a ftate of the moft abfolute dependance 
on the crown, on the caprice of the fovereign, or per- 
haps the mercy of the Miniftef. The bill therefore, 
in my opinion, ought to be extended to a fettlement of 
the fame revenues to take place immediately j and* to be 
fecured by the fulleft parliamentary grants irrevocably. 
The ftrong ties of blood in the firft degree would in^ 
this cafe coincide entirely with the wiflies of the people. 
1 may furely. Sir, leave in all fafety to the fervants of 
the crown fo acceptable a fervice to the beft of princes 
and of parents. 

"^ A circumftance. Sir, of the utmoft importance feems 
on this occafion to have been intirely riegleded by 
Minifters. It is remarkable that the children of his' 
Majefty*s next brother, the Duke of Gloucefter, are re* 
cognized and provided for by this bill, before there has 
been a notification in any way to Parliament, or to the 

S public, 
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public, of his Royal Highnefs's marriage. I have 
not, Sir, the leaft doubt of the legality of that mar- 
riage, but I know that ftrong doubts hav« formerly- 
been entertained, even by fome of the prefent Minif- 
fters. The noble Lord with the blue ribband is as ill 
informed on this fubjed as he has been all along re- 
fpefting America, when he ventures to afferr, that na 
man mw has the leaft doubt remaining. In confequence 
of the general uncertainty in the minds of the nation a 
very few years ago, the Privy Council entered upon the 
enquiry of the legality of the Duke of Gloucefter's 
marriage. They received evidence, which, as.it is re- 
ported, fatisfied them ; but as that evidence has never 
been communicated to the public, a degree of fcepti- 
cifm I know has continued. I wilh it removed. It 
will be undoubtedly, when Parliament Ihall be treated 
by Minifters with refpeft, when the great council of 
the nation fliall be furnilhed with the proofs, which 
flaftied convidtion on the minds of the Privy council. 
The reprefentatives of the people. Sir, have furely a 
riglil to examine every thing refpefting the fucceflion 
to the Imperial crown of thefe realms, becaufe they, in 
conjunftion with the other two branches of the Icgiflk*- 
ture, have by an exprefs "^^ Aft of Parliament the power 
to make laws andjiatutes of fiifficient force and validity to 
limit and bind the crown^ and the defcenty limitation ^ inhe^ 
fitance, and government thereof. The maintaining the 
contrary doftrine by writing or printing is declared a 
fpecies of high treafon^ and whatever flavifh pofitions of 
•f hereditary, divine, indefeifable right may be adopted 

in 

* 6 Anne, ch. vii. f. r. 

f It is neceffary fometimes to remind the toob of an arbitrary court, that there 
ean be no right to the Imperial crown of thefe reaUns but a ftarl-amtntary right. The 
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ki *delpotic countries, and by modern courtiers iiefdj 
the people of England in general confider their crown 
^s the free gift of the nation, fettled on their own term^ 
and conditions *. We know that the Britifli crown is» 
not in the gift of the reigning prihce. He is only /^-* 
nantfor life^ whik he obferves the original compadt. 

tmere hereditarj rigjit would be ftrongcr in the houfe of Savoy, and even in that of 
fiourbon, than in the Brunfwick linet This will appear from the following ihoit 
genealogical table; 

ti u 

Charles I. James !. 

*• ^ ' 1. 

Henrietta Maria, Docheis of Orleans^ Elizabeth, £le^efs Palatine, Queen <tf 

Bohemia. 

i. ^ . . .3. 

Anna Mariaj Duchefs of Savoy, wife Sophia, Eleftrefs of Brunfwick* 
•f Vidtor Amadeus ll. protefted iil 
1700. * 

Shufe rf Saviy, 

4- 4* 

Marie-Adelaide Duchefs of Btirgundyj Gfeorfee I. 
afterwards Dauphinef?; , H^ufi 0/ Bntnpwicki 

.5-. 
LoaisXV- 
Utuft »f BourhoH. 

If the ParUammt had not changed the order of fucceflion to the crown, the Hou(fe 
«f Savoy would have fucceeded, for their right is derived from the daughter of 
Charles I« whereas the Brunfwick line are defcended from the daughter of James I: 
SI degree more removed. Thd gift of the crbwn is in th& Parliament, ill the people 
by their reprefentat^ves. 

* The firft King of the Houfe of Brunfwick appeared to acknowledge this wit^ 
gratitude,, when he took for the motto Of his coronation medal, yohntes per p^»hii 
The mottb of the prefent King; Patriae vomnti, was nof fo happily choferi. The 
OffatioK is defcribed as the fmaller Triumph, of which the poor facrifice was a Sbeep^ 
Oitiu It fliould feem almoft prophetic of the' American war> for Aiilus*GeHius 
tells us, ** ovandi, ac non triumfbandl^ cavfa efl^ qu\lm aut beilm non riu indiSa^ 
•* ntqut tumjufte ixfie gtfia funtJ* ' 

At the Ovation H crown ot ynyriUf hot of lautel, Wasufed. The fame learned 
RoAian ,fays> ** quod noqi Mmhn, f^d ^uafi yenerius quidam triumphus foret.'* 
This too may fefeih prophetic of the pfiefent rtfign, and of the numeifous royal 
prbgeoyi . 
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The people, Sir, in confequcijcc, ppj^efs thp rig^ 
to be informed of whatever refpe.d):s t\yp fu^ceflipn. 411 
\ye know 4S to the marriage? of the |Ciag'§ brothpr? 
^mounts to this, that they were priyate at}d clan4eftipe^ 
and that no proof of their legality has hitherfp beei^ 
given to the nation. The pppfs of thpfe n^arriage4 
ought to be communicated to the two Houfes of Par- 
liament, while the parties are ftill alive, and the wk- 
ncffes with us may be examined. The fadts n\zy npvy be* 
afcertained with precifion. If any doubt4 have been 
fuggefted in this age, they may be removed by thofe 
Jiving witnefles, to whom no recourfe can be had in 
fucceeding times. I regret that there are fo many bif' 
toric doubts in our hiftory *. Pofterity has this juft 
claim on the prefent generation, that our fields may 
not be again deluged with the blood of a brave people 
in a fatal civil conteft. Should the fmalleft degree of 
fcepticifm now exift, the progrefs of ;t| If fjpt tin^ely 
checked, is known to be rapid, and it would aGquii;e 
lirength even from the general deftroycr. Time. 
The fuUeft light ought now to be thrown on 4 tf^jif? 
action hitherto covered with clpvids an4 d?irknrfs. 

This enquiry. Sir, I likewife confider as a point of^ 
natiopal hqnpur and jyftice to f^vi^ral fqreigo grincesj, 
who are allied by marriage to the crown of Gveat Bri? 
tain. The Hpufe of Naffau, tp w^om we pwp tl^e re- 
ftprer qf Q^.r yiplatpd cottftitytippj the Kipg of Dqg* 

« Mr. Bartut f^fAlpcU pahWUnfiA in 176%^ ^a €3MielHqR( QgiUEtPi «litttlp4 Bi/Mf^ 
Houhtt on tbf Ljfe e^d ^'ign of King t^^^,4 '^f Tbhd* The inteq)t of this fpfecjji 
feems to be the prevention of all hiftork doubtt on the eyci^^ qf fhe reijp of QeofS^ 
the ThirO. Mr- Walpole fi^s^ p;^ge 40, « the <(w^ of tift y^^idity rf Ef^/frd'M 
<* Marriagt were be.fter grounds for Richard's proceedings (^ afped*^ 95J ^(t* 
tkmiubtr't boti^uo Op tliat Mva/fVi/)r he claiine(| the crcnvn, su^^ obUjfieJE^ it ; aad 
<« with fucb UQivei:iid coocurreocey tk^ the natiou was undoubtedly on hi$ f^dfi*^' 
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ftMtrky tlnfe Prmces of Bfpnfv\rick atid Hefle, irid others 
of ^he Prottftant Hne^ are siAtmlly in the parliamentary 
entail of the crown. They will think that we are pro- 
ceeding in a very irregdar nnfanrief, when we make 
fef tlements on the ehildreri of the King'^ next brother, 
as legal heirs of the crOwn after th^ children of the 
King, before the marriage of his Royal Highnefs his 
been publickly recagriized; 

Sir^ in this bill I fhoiild have been happy if tfiere 
had beefi a clatafe refpfeftihg iibr Royal Highne^ the 
Bmchefs of Glouceftef , fof whbfn no eftabliflirAent is 
mentioned, ahhotrgh the Bill contains a provifion for 
her two children. The hon<!)OT of the nation, ahd the 
fjytendor of the Britiih' Grown, call upon us to proceed 
to afcArtain ah adequate provifion during life for the 
WJvcs of the Royal Bi*6thers. It v^ould have niturally 
taken pfec^ in a bill of this nature, confecrat6d to the 
Brvwrfwick line, flie elefted of Heaven and the people, 
sti the pfotefl:6rs of out liberties, if minifters had 
adopted the fatile liberality of fefttimerit, which per- 
vades the natibn. I^ this Parliament, Sir, ddomed to 
counteradt the wiihes of a whole kingdom ? or is it 
iWeant to attempt tlkf fubje£ting every branch of the 
Roy^l Farfiily t6 the forie fervility, which has charac- 
terized the prefent majority in this Houfe ? 

There is not. Sir, a private gentleman among u^, 
Dfho has not painful id^'as fr6m the precarious fituation 
af the two Royal DuchelTes, almoff unparalHed in any 
family of diftindtion. They have ftill to ejCpedt, from 
the merited efteem of the nation, an eftablifhment ade- 
quate to their high rank, and tlve addicionar luftre it 
hay received from- their unexceptionable, I might fay 
exemplary, conduct, I hope foch a provifion* will be 
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made, and I am very happy that the worthy * Baronet 
near me has given the Houfc afftirances of his moving 
it in Parliament, if it continues to be negleAed by 
adminiftration. The motion will come from him 
with weight and dignity, nor can there be a doubt 
of his generous endeavours being crowned with fuc- 
C^fs. 

To facilitate. Sir, fo important a bufinefs, the pre- 
vious ftep I have mentioned feems neceffary. Every 
communication ought to be made to parliament, which 
can elucidate a matter at prefent obfcure, that we may 
know the fure grounds on which we proceed. We 
ihall then be in pofleflion of thofe clear proofs alluded 
tx), without which I do not think we can with propriety 
enter upon that claufe of the bill in your hand. Sir, 
which refpefts the defendants of the Duke of Glou- 
cefter. I therefore hope. Sir, for the concurrence oi 
the Houfe in a motion for " an hu?nble and dutiful Ad- 
** drefs tQ the King, that his Majefiy would be gracioujfy 
^^ pleafed to order the proofs of the marriages of their 
^^ Royal Highnejfes the Dukes of Gloucejler and Cwfihr- 
^^ land, to be laid before this Houfe J' 

The motion was feconded by Lord Irnham, member 
for Stockbridge, but withdrawn on rhe requeft of Sir 
James Lowther, Notwithftanding the importance and 
dignity of the whole bulinefs, it was hurried by ad- 
miniftration through both houfes, with a precipitation 
indecent with refpeft to Parliament, and not very ho- 
nourable to the feveral illuftrious perfons, who were 
the objefts of the bill. Lord ^ orth delivered the mef- 
fage from the King on the 8th of April. A bill was 
(Ordered to be prepared and brought in oh the fame day. 

^ Sir James Lowthcr, Baronet, Member for Cumberland. 

The 
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The bill appeared in the Houfe on the loth, Friday ; 
-was read a firft and fecond time, and committed. 
■April 13, Monday, the Houfe refolved itfelf into the 
committee, went through the bill, received the report 
of the committee, and ordered the bill to be ingroffed. 
The bill was on April 14 read a third time, paffed, and 
fent to the Lords. April 15, the Commons received a 
meffage from the Lords, by the Lord Chief Baron 
Skynner and Mr. Baron Hotham, that the Lords had 
agreed to the bill. On the i6th of April, the eighth 
day only after the meffage of the crown, the bill re- 
ceived the royal affent. 



Votes of May 26, 1778. 

A motion was made, and the Queftioh being put, 
that this Houfe will now refolve itfelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe to conjider the ftate and 
condition of the army which furrendered themfelves 
prifoners, on convention, at Saratoga in America i 
and alfo by what means Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne^ who commanded that army, and was included 
in that convention, was releafed, and is now returned 
to England ;" 
It paffed in the negative. 

The motion was made by Robert Viner, Efq. mem- 
ber for Lincoln. He ftated a variety of queftions, to 
which he defired anfwers from General Burgoyne. Sir 
Henry Hoghton, General Burgoyne's ^ colleague at 
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Trefion^ proceeded to put feveral other quefliorwr, wheir 
he was interrupted by the Speaker, wh© obferved^ that, 
the motion had not yet been fecoaded* h fileocc o£ » 
few nuautes exiAied* 

Mr, Wilkes then rofe, and faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

I rife ta fecond the motion of tl^ hoaounabfe gcnrii-< 
man ; but I coufefs that I am not a little embarrafitdi 
as to the mode of our proceeding on this^ iiiagvlar bu* 
finefs. I entirely approve the mption as far as. it goeay 
and will give it a firm fupport. At the fame time! 
declare, that I think it too narrow, and that it ought 
to be amended and enlarged by fome general words, 
which would comprehend all the tranfadtions of the 
jiorthern army in America during the laft campaign, 
prior to the affair of Sai?a?toga. I believe that I 
am not at liberty both to fecond the motion, and 
to propofe^ an Amenda^nt* I fubmit to you,. Sir, 
the point of order,. I rejoice that the honovirable 
member is now among us, for I hope to obtaia from 
him that information which. Minifter^ hav^. denied 
to this tloufe. \ think tloal information ought to^ 
include every tranfaffcioji of moment from, the Ge* 
pjeral'a leaving Europe to his embarking froi^i America^ 
Trutk will, \ am perfuad€.d, at length reach the pub- 
lic ear, I do npt, however, Sir, in this fair and fyli- 
.hiftoric^l detail mean to include a relation of the mi- 
litary operations of the laft campaign. The Houfe 
niay not be competent to a decifibn on thofe fubjefts,. 
Bv^t, Sir, I would go much farther than the honour^ 
sble gemUmw^ who m4e ygu the motiott. I woul<i: 
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dofkl^ pmfuc t}a« fieps- of tboie^ ^ho wkk ta^aH&zMi^ 
feet invaded Ameficju A aice ienfe of mtional ho>» 
Boua: calls upoa us to squire into thecaiifes of the loit 
of an entire Bcitifh asray b; a difgricdful eapitulatio0^ 
into the particulars' of the treaty- with the y&t^*5g//^ 
their conduct 4uriiig the? cawipaiga, the imputed em** 
ehies^ and. particularly the- fettiag fire to viUages and 
houfes of the couotry people^ without any appaisent^ 
oeceiEty from Hiilitary m<3«i^€5% Thefc importaiUC' 
confideratiotvs^ witb ma«ky others, aic not compre^ 
hended in the inotioaof ihe honourable gisntleman. , 

Sir, I defire it may be. underftood, tJiat i do fm 
rife tO' bring a charge agaiaft the commander in cllief^^ 
but, as a public/man,. to aik that infoTmation, whidk 
can beft be had from an intelligent officer of high rank, 
juft returned 'from* the great fcene of aftion. I am 
ftire he will mof$ willingly give it to; the Houfe. Every 
Gazette of Europe^ and America has publifhed the dif- • 
grace of our arm^ at Saratoga", the igpiominious terras^ 
of the conTention, the charges of frequent murders 
and malTacres of the defenceiefs inhabitants, and the 
wanton devaffation and burning of the country by the 
Biitifh troops. I am entitled to the General's thanks 
for aififting in* giving hint this Idrig-wifhed opportu- 
nity of clearing up many particulars confeffedly per- 
plexed and iiTtricatBi of juflifying himfelf, and others,, 
undfer the charges which hav0 been exhibited, at the 
bar of the pubKc; by half the printed papers of almol? 
the larft tw^ivemonth. His' delicate feelings will al- 
ways rcfpeft the opinioir of his country, and he will 
liffcn with attention to the voice' of the people, pof- 
{effing an undbubtetf right to fcrutinize his conduft 
^ W€;ll a$ that of every xam in their fervice, and the 
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mlitary fervants of the Crown mentioned in the procla^ 
matian. I Ihould rejoice that the unhappy- impreffion 
iqade on the minds of men by that proclamation iffued 
by the General 4aft June from the camp at Putnam 
Creek was done away. It bears his name, and isf, I 
believe, avowed*. The candid part of the world will 
be anxious, to have the fame clear evidence of hii wife 
ccoMiud: and humanity in North America, which he 
often gave there of an aftive fpirit, and great perfonal 
bravery. It would ill become me^ Sir, on this mo- 
mentous occafion, to take up more of your time.* The 
impatience of jhc Houfe is highly raifed, and juftly 
excited,) by objefts of infinite confequence, and cannot 
^1 of being compleatly gratified. 

The Hon* Charles- James Fox, member for Malmef- 
biiry, propofed an. amendment by inferting, after con- 
Jider , the words, ** of the tranfaftions of the northern 
** army under Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and of.** 
The motion for the amendment was feconded by Tho- 
mas Powys, Efq. member for Northamptpnlhire. 

Sir William Meredith^ member for Liverpool, . late 
Comptroller of his Majefly's houfehold, faid, that the 
honourable gentleman [Mr. Wilkes'] had criminated in 
a cruel manner an unfortunate general, and made ufe 
of injurious and unbecoming expreffions againft an of- 
ficer of diftinguilhed merit, who had ventured his life 
in the braved manner on many occafions. 

,Earl iV«^^;z/, member for St. Mawes, declared, that 
there was not the leafl: blame .any where in his opi- 
nion, but a feries of unexpeded events, which were 
the fortune of war ; that every thing refpeding the 
charge of inhumanity, or cruelty, or unfolc^ierlike treat- 
ment, was merely "a vague report \ that he had read 
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every thing publifhed on the occafion, and would af- 
fert, that, not a fingle paper, or letter, of authenticity^ 
had appeared to juftify any harfli expreffion againft the 
commander in chief of the army which capitulated at 
Saratoga. 

M: Wilkes replied, 

Mr. Speaker, 

. I am on this occafion merely the echo of the public 
voice. I have made no perfonal attack* on the <x)m- 
mander in chief, nor undertaken to fupport any charge 
againft him. Meafures, and not-perfons, I defired 
minutely to inveftigate and examine. The epithets, 
which I employed, were to fafts and events not con- 
troverted. I fuppofe it will be admitted, that the 
convention in 1777 at Saratoga was more difgracefub 
than the capitulation at Clofter Seven in 1757, becaufc 
the troops in Germany kept their arms. , . 

. I have not proceeded. Sir,, at any time on vague re- 
port. I referred to authentic letters publifhed by order 
of the Congrefs, and to other ftate papers of unqucf- 
tionable authority, which demand the moft ferious at- 
tention, and niceft^fcrutiny. The memory of the no- 
ble Lord, who fpoke laft, muft either be very confufed, 
or his reading very confined. 

General Burgoyne then, in a long fpeech, went into 
a full flate of his conduQ: the lafl year in North Ame- 
rica. His voice was on that day weak, and not dif- 
tinft. Many gentlemen near him lofl: fome entire fen- 
tences, and the conclufion of moft periods. . But he 
has fince given the public *' The fubftance of General 
" Burgoyne's fpeeches on Mr. Vyncr's motion, on the 
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•' 26ih of May, and upon Mr. Hartley's motion, oq 
^^ the 28ch oi May, 1778/' 

In this publication he has melted downy and reduced 
mto one, the two fpeeches on the a6th oi May. The 
reafbn is given in a note to page 8. *^ This part of 
^^ the fpeech, included between crotchets, was omitted 
^* at the time of the preceding aAd following parts, 
** and delivered fep^rately upon a fecond call of Mr. 
•* Wilkes ; but is now inferted in its proper plac6, as 
*« better connedting the whole mat«r fpoko to by 
•^ General Burgoyne.'* 

After General Burgoyne's firfl fpeech^ 

yix.WilkefiMy 
Mr. Speaker^ 

The Iion^fabte gem^lem«l Ife^ giv^ft us a glEfed dW^ 
€if the ancient Romm hiftoty, btit ovef l^ked M6' 6#* 
tfoee hnportanc qaaeftions ^elattng^ to very fMddi^i^ 
tranfa£tions, and our own hiftoi*/. I wiih^ Sfr, ^ jfti- 
fiircr to* the charge I have repeatedly reiad 6f th^- bu#n- 
ing. vi)h^9 and houfes, and the wanton dcftfuftidif 
and' devalfcttbn of property, during the progfdfe 6f thd^ 
ix^ftkem-atm^y under his command. 

One wopd^ Sfey bef<!>re I fit dowH, on- -iVliaf is ffatM 
by the honourable gentleman, as' an eveftt in the Roftiatf 
hiftory fimilar to the affair of Sir-atoga. A eohfide^^ 
;ible Roman army was Ihut up by the Samnites at the 
Jhirco' Cottdht^, obliged to capitulate, and v^itll their 
general- to pafs ufider the yoke. So ht i^ retailed oVit to" 
\Xiy but t^e fequfel of the traiifadtiori is not rtentioiigd, 
r fliall' give it briefly to^ the Houfe. Earl'f in the' fol- 
lowing year, the Ditftatof Cornelius LentuluS pViC hiltt- 
fclf ^t the htiad of At fame Roman legions ^ atld gaVO' 
ifite SatatitteS^ a^ total dymlit^W, ft Vrtrs no ^v\klt o^ 
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tfej c^pitiilation 4f Caudium, that t\^fime trogps ih^vlil 
not ferve again againfi the fame enemy. The Samniw 
general, PoQtiqs, was the very next year after the af- 
fair of the Caudine Forks, with the whole Samnitc ar- 
my, forced by the Romans to pafs under ibe yek$f un- 
armed, ^ith only one garment each, that the former 
ignominy might be retaliated by the fame troops on 
the fame enemy. The high Roman fpirit foon made 
a conqueft of tlie whole country of the SamniteSj af- 
terwards of Italy, of the world. 

The queftion was put on the amendment ; when th^ 
DUrtabers were, 95 for the amendment, againft it 144* 
No dLvifipn took place on the motion of Mn Vyner. 

General Burgoyne, in his publication, has pafled 
the higheft compliments on Major General Gates, and 
on Major General Schuyler, commander in chief of 
the northern department, whofe family treated \Cvn 
wiib every pojil^le demonjiratim of iojpifaliiy. 

Speeches, p. |p, 

Ih the " Trial of Colonel David Henley,'' pub^ 
liihed by General Burgoyne, he tells the court-martial 
of " the very honourable treatment ibewn us by G^- 
^* neral Gates>" page 57. Let us now hear the charges 
brought by thefe two American Generals, (jates ziA 
Sfhuj/ler, againft General Burgoytiey and pther Britifi| 
it>fiicers. In a letter to his Excellency John Hancocki 
Efq. Prefident of Congrefs, dated " Head quarters^ 
^^ Aug. 28, 1777," General Gates fays, ** The horrid 
f* murders and fcalpings, paid for and encouraged bj 
** Lieutenant General Burgoyne y previous tp his defe^f 
'^ at Bennington, will for ever ftain tbe honour of th? 
^^ Britilh arms. In one houfe, the parents, with fi;? 
** children, were moft cruelly butchered ; and this pp- 
^^ lite macaroni paid ten dollars for each of their fcalps^ 

** Heayen 
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*' Heaven has, I hbpe, in ftorc, fome punifliment foif 
** fuch unheard of crimes.*^ 

American Remembrancer j Vol. V. p. 444- 

The American Remembrancer is an hiftorical coUcdioit 
of the London Gazettes, the refolutions of Congrefs, 
authentic letters, and all papers of authority relative to 
the grand American difpute* ' 

In Major General Gates's letter to General Bui^r 
goyne, dated ** Head quarters of the army of the 
*^ United States, Sept. 2, 1777," it is faid, "lam 
*' aftonilhed you Ihould mention inhumanity, or 
^* threaten retaliation. Nothing happened in the ac- 
*' tion at Bennington, but what is common when works 
** are carried by affault. 

^' That the favages of America Ihould, in their war- 
'* fare, mangle and fcalp the unhappy prifoners who 
*' fall into their hands, is neither new nor extraordinary;; 
^^ but that the famous Lieutenant General Burgoyne, 
•^ in whom the fine gentleman is united with the fol- 
^^ dier and the fcholar, Ihould hire the favages of Ame- 
^^ rica to fcalp Europeans, and the defcendants of Eu-r 
*^ ropeans ; nay more, that he Ihould pay a price for 
f ^ each fcalp fo barbaroufly taken, is more than will be 
** believed in Europe, until authenticated fafts (hall, 
*^ in every Gazette, confirm the truth of the horrid 
*'tale. 

^* Mifs M'Rea, a young lady, lovely to the fight, of 
** virtuous charadter, and amiable difpofition, engaged 
♦*.to an officer of your army, was, with other women 
*^ and children, taken out of a houfe near Fort Ed- 
'^ ward, carried into the woods, and there fcalped and 
f * mangled in a moft Ihocking manner. Two parents, 
3 .. *^ with 
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^^ with their fix children, were all treated with the fame 
*^: inhumanity, while quietly refiding in their once 
** happy and peaceful dwelling. I'he miferable fate 
^* of Mifs M'Rea was aggravated by her being drcfled 
^^ to receive her promifed hufband, but met her mur- 
^^ derer employed by you. Upwards of a hundred 
^* men, women, and children, have periftied by the 
*^ hands of the ruffians, to whom, it is aflerted, you ' 
** have paid the price of blood. The late Colonel 
^^ Baum's fervant, who is at Bennington, would have 
"come to your Excellency's camp; but whenlof- 
^^ fered him a flag, he was afraid to run the rifque of 
** being fcalped, and declined/' 

American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p* 455, ; 

General Burgoyne acknowledged, that he obliged the 
Indians to Oliver the murderer into bis bands, upon the 
firjl intelligence of this event; but we are ignorant of the 
terms on which the murderer obtained a pardon. The 
"General too clofely copies the example of his Royal 
Mafteir. The murderer did not fuiFer an ignominious 
death. Is not that murder yet unexpiatedf The fate of 
the unfortunate Mifs M'Rea is ajmoft the American 
facrifice of Iphigenia, according to the wonderful de- 
fcription of the tender and pathetic Racine, which har* 
rows the foul with terror : 

Un pretre, environne d'une foule cruelle, 
-Portera fur ma fiUe une main criminelie, 
Dechirera fon fein, et,' d'un oeil curieux, 
' V Dans fon cccur palpitant confultera les Dieux *. 

Iphigenie en Aulidc. 



-Reclufis 



Peftoribus inhians ipirantia confulit exta. Virg. ^n. b. 4. (ij. 

In 
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In General Gates's ^' General orders, iflued on the 
*' 6th of September, 1777,'*' it is faid, " If the mur- 
*^ der of aged parents, with their innocent children; if 
'* mangling the blooming virgin and inofFenfive youth, 
*' are inducements to revenge — if the righteous caufe 
*' of freedom, and the happinefs of pofterity, are mo- 
^* tivcs to ftimulate the army to conquer their merce- 
^^ nary and faiercilefs foes,— the time is now come, &c. 
''&c." 

American Remembrancer, VoL V. p. 459, 

In a letter from Major General Gates to Gfeneral 
iurgoyne, dated at Saratoga, Oft. 11, 1777, we read, 
*' the cruelties which mark the retreat of your army, in 
** burning the gentlemens and farmers houfes as they 
•* went along, is almoft among civilized nations with- 
** out a precedent; they fliould not endeavour to ruin 
^* thofe they could not conquer ; this conduct betrays 
** more the vindiftive malice of a Monk, than the ge- 
♦• nerofity of a foldier/* Vol. V. p. 461. 

The following inftance of public virtue in Major 
General Schuyler ought to be given for the noble 
example. It will exceedingly allonifh General Bur-- 
gpyne^ and fome other Britilh officers. Lord Beau- 
champ, one of the Lords of our treafury, will ab- 
folutely prgtejiy that it u not Barely pojible^ Bucking- 
ham houfe will employ Sir John Dalrymple to 
contradift it from ^' original papers in the Dif^t at 
*^ Verfailles, the King's B^x, and letters in Dodof 
^* North's coUedion, which the Doftor will again befo 
^ gQodastopew him,'' and every courtier will affedl to 
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believe that S^iiry&r was a penfioner of^ and Itceired 
that money from France^ 

'* In Congrefs, May 3, i'^Jp 

** The Committee upon the Treafury rep<ifrf ^ 
^^ That the commiffioners for fettling the accotifitS 
** of the army in the northern department have pro- 
*^ duced to the Trea/ury Board, ampflg crther Accounts 
** adjufted by them, a general account of the receipt 
and diiburfement of Major General Schuyler; and a 
fep^rate account of the difpofal of fpecie remitted 
to him by Congrefs and othervvife, for carrying on 
" the military operations in Canada. That the laft- 
** mentioned account has, at General Schuyler's imme* 
*^ diate requeft, beCh examined by the Board of Tr^a-^ 
*'7^'''y> with the feveral vouchers; that it appeatrs to 
** this Board, that before General SchtrfUr was fiipplied 
** by Congrefs with any fpecie at all, he fent into Ga- 
*^ nada, for the public fervice, more than 3250 dollars 
^^ in fpecie, that he fent fuch farther fums in fpecie in- 
** to Canada, raifed on his private credit, that when 
** the army retreated from thence, he Was in advance 
*^ upwards of the value of io,ogo dollars in fpecie 
** above what he had been fupplied with by Congreft 
" —that to reimburfe his friends^ who had lent him 
" the faid fpecie, he, after his retteat from Canada^ 
^^ drew but of the military cheft feveral fums in fpecie^ 
" with which it was fupplied after fuch retreat ; but 
" that he remains, upon the final fettlement of the faid 
" account, in advance for the public in fpecicf, tipwardd 
" of the value of 32^0 dollars morfe than he ever rc- 
** ceived in fpecie, having taken continentSlfmoriey ia 
*^ payment thereof. That it further appears from thci 

T ^^ftid 
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•' fatd account and vouchers, that non^ of the Ipecfey 
** fupplied to him by Congrcfi before the retreat from 
*' Canada, remained in bis hands more than two days ^ the 
" fame being delivered over to the;. Deputy Paymafter 
**GeneniU 

'^ Refolved, 

*^ That the faid Report be accepted, and that the 
" fame be publifljed. 

" Extract from' the Minutes, 

^* Charles Thomson," Secretary.'* * 

AmericM Remembrancer, Vol.<. V, p^ 28i» 

Thfr Rtllells, Hampdehs, and Sydney s, will loot 
down from heaven with rapture on (uch public Ame- 
rican vinue, on the Walhingtons, ' Schuyler s^ and 
Gateles, while they turn indignant 'firorh degenerate 
Britain* 

« By Philip Schuyler, Efq^ 
** Major General in the army ^rf the^ Untted 
** States of America, and conHnander ia chief 
'* of the Northern departmentv 

" To the inhabitants of Caftletbn, of Hubberton, 
^^ Rutland, Tinmoutii, Powlet, Wells, Granville, 
^^ with the neighbouring diftrids ; alfo the dif- 
*.*"t rifts bordering an White Creek, Cambden, 
«^ Cambridge, . &c. &c. &c- 

** Whereas Lieutenant General ^ohn Burgoyney com- 
** mancjing an army of the Britifh troops, did, by a 
*^ written paper, by him jSibfcribed, bearing date ,zt 
^^ Sk^enfborough Houfe, on the loth day of July in- 
^^ ftant, require you to fend from your feveral town- 

*♦ Ihips, 
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** fliips> deputations confifting of ten perfottS df more 
** from each town(hip> to meet Colotiel Skeens at Caf- 
'* tie-Town, on W^dnefday, July 15th, at ten in the 
•* mornings for fundry purpofes in faid paper mention* 
** ed, and that you were not to fail in paying obedience 
** thereto^ «nder pain of military exiicution : What* 
** ever, my countrynien, may be the oftcnfiblereafons 
** for fuch meeting, it is evident, the enemy mean to 
** prevail on you, by threats and promifes, to forfake 
*^ the caufe of your injured country; to affift them in 
*^ forcingilavery on the United States of America, and, 
** under the fpecious pretext of affording you protec- 
*^ tion, to bring on you that mifery, which their pro* 
*^ mifes of protcftion drew on fuch of the deluded in- 
*^ habitants of New- Jerfcy, who were weak enough to 
^^ confide in themj but who foon ejtpcrienccd their fal* 
*^ lacy, by being treated, indifcriminately with tho& vir* 
^* tuous citizens who came forth in the defence of their 
*^ country, .wUh ih maft wanton barbarity^ and fuch as 
^ biiberh hath mi even Mfgraced^ Barbarians, ^ey 
** cruelly butcher ed^ wiiheut diftinffion to age or fex\ ra^ 
** vijhed children from ten to women of eighty years of age i 
*< -^tbey bttmt^ pillaged y and dejiroyed whatever came into 
^* their power; nor did tbofe edifices dedicated to thewor* 
^^ flnp of Almighty God efiape their facrilegious fury. Such 
*^ were the deeds; fuch they were inconteftibly proved 
** to be, which have marked, the Britifh arms wifh the 
*^ moft indelible ftains, &c. &€• &c, 

*' Given under my hand at Head-qtuarters, 
.w .** Fort .Edward, July i3th> 1777. 

" Philip Schuyler. 

" By the Generars command, 

" Henry B. Levington, A. D» C/* 

American Remembrancer, VoL V. p* 443* 

T 2 I will 
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I will not mukiply proofs. The fifth and fixth vo- 
lumes of the American Remembrancer contain nuo^ 
berlefs. 

Can we now be furprized at what General Burgoync 
declared on Colonel Henley's trial, page 133 ? *^ This 
" is but one of feveral inftances that might be felefted 
** from thefc proceedings, to fhew the degree of ran- 
*^ cour to which the minds of the American foldiers 
^' were excited ;'* but what follows can only be a fine 
flroke of Indian eloquence, to prove the powers of the 
pen of the General, " Cbildren, that badfcarcely hjl the 
•' tajle of their mother's milky grew atbijft for bhod*^ Is 
this the calm, temperate accufer of the impetuous Colo- 
nel Henley ? What a candid infinuation to a court- 
martial, about a prifoner on his trial, is that remark in 
page 63,' '^ from the 19th of December, the hands of 
*^ Colonel Henley were unimbruedin blood till theSth of 
" January V* * . 

General Burgoyhe fays in page 6th of the Speeches j 
^^ the proclamation J which the honourable gentleman 
** [Mr. Wilkesl in my abfence treated wit?h fo harfli 
** terms, I avow, was penned by myfelf. The defign 
^' was to excite obedience, firft by encouragement, and 
^' next by the dread, not the commiffion of feverity— 
" to fpeak daggers y but ufe none." Daggers ttidf words 
are fair and honourable weapons agaihft domeftic ty- 
rants and foreign foes ; but what can juftify the cruel- 
tics of thc/calping'knife andtomohawk? Were t>ur In- 
dian allies provided with daggers and fwordsy or 
with fcalping-knives and tomohawks ? Is this juft and 
Chriftian warfare ? General Burgoyne declares that Jhe 
meant ^^ the dread, no^ the commiffion of feverity/* 
His words excittd the fm^a%es to every horror. The In^ 
3 dians 
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Mans afted under that proclamation^ alleged the orders 
of a Britifh General in the King's name, and held them- 
felves juftified in ^* the commiffion of feverity'* and 
cruelty. 

Lancaftery Nov. 20, 1777. 
*• The furrendef of General Burgoyne and his whole 
^* army will determine all the Indians j who, under the 
** Britifh influence, were majfacring the frontier inhabi- 
** tants, to fue for pardon and peace. The tribe of St. 
** Francis, on the borders of Canada, have already de- 
** fired protedtion." 

American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p, loi. 

It is juftice to General Burgoyne to obferve, that in 
his letter to Major General Gates, of Sept. 6, 1777, he 
fays, " Your intelligence, refpedting the cruelties of the 
** Indians, is falfe, except in the above inftance'* [of 
Mifs M*Rjea]. American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 457. 
The capitulation at Saratoga was Odt. 17, 1777. I do 
not find however that General Gates has retrafted any 
of the charges, which he brought againft General Bur- 
goyne. 

The proclamation^ drawn by the humane pen of Ge- 
neral BurgoynCy boafted " of the mejfengers of wrath 
" waiting his enemies in the field, devaftation, famine, 
^* and every concomitant horror.^* One Ihould fufpedfc 
that what is related oi Plato really happened to General 
Burgoyne^ that a fwarm of bees fixed on his lips in his 
cradle, as a prefage of the fweetnefs of his elocution. 
JHe fpeaks of ^* giving ftretch to the Indian forces un- 
** der his diredtion, and they amount to thoufands, to 
** overtake wherever they may lurk, &c. &c. &c.** In 
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th? " Speeches/* p. 3, it is faid, " the empl^ymeat 
** of them [the Indians^ was only juftifiablej when, by be^ 
** ing united to a r^lar army, they could be kept under 
^* comroul/' The Congrefs in the ^^ Addrefr.to the 
^* inhabitants of the United States of America, May 9, 
** 1778:" declare, " the rule of warfare {with the In- 
^* diam] is promifcuous carnage, who rejoice to mur- 
** der the infant finiling in its motl\er's arms, to in- 
^^ flift an their prifoners the moft excruciating tor- 
^^ mertts, and exhibit fcenes of horror froo^ which na- 
^^ tvJre recoilsi*^ Mn Wilkes was therefore jvftified 
when he declared, that the proclamation of Qeneral Bur- 
goyne was *' fliocking to a civilised and generous na- 
** tion, and, as a ftate paper, difgraced our country." 
Almqn's Parliament jjry Regifter, Vol. VIII. p. 10. And 
in a fubfcquent debate, that ^* no man, who has read 
^^ that proclamation, and Major General Gates's letter, 
^* will ih^d the tear of pity over the misfortunes of Mr. 
^^ Burgoyne,-' p. 135. General Burgoyne, in his 
Speeches, page 7, fays, *f His proclamation ferved to 
^* procure him refpeft arid acknowledgment whenever 
^'* h? afterwards travelled through the country." In 
the ff Addrefs of the Congrefs to the iphabitants of the 
*' United States of America," it is faid,^ ^^ A General, 
^^ whq calls himfelf a Cbrijlian, a follower of the mer-r 
f ^ ciful Jefus, bath dared to proclaim tq all the world 
^* his intention of letting ioofe againft us whole hoft^ 
^^ of fay ages, whofe rule of warfare is promifcuous cali- 
fs nage, &c. &c." In "Congrefs May 9/ 1778, Re- 
' folved, "That it be recommended to minifters of the 
f^ gofpel, of all denominations, to read, or caufe to bq 
1^ |:ead^ imi^ediat^ly afttr divine fervice, the^ above 
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*^ Addrefs to the inhabitants of the United States of 
^' America, in their refpeftive churches and chapels, 
^' and other places of religious worftiipV* Publiflied 
by order of Congrefs. 

' Charles Thomsoi^, Sec. 

Lord George Gcrmaine has informed mankind from 
whom the idea of making InSanfavagis ferve with the 
Britijb troops as fellow frldiers originated. General 
Burgoyne's'own nature is certainly mildncfe, huma- 
Qity, aiid courage ; but he has been in very bad com- 
pany. His fentiments, in February 177.5, ^^^^ ^^^ 
cxprefled by himfelf in the firft volume of the Parlia^ 
mentary Debates^ pages 250^^ 251 ; but fince I fufpedk 
that his peace of mind is departed, and his flumber$ 
aje often difturbed 

With fcreaming horror's funeral cry* Gray, 

He faid, ** Let every aftion of tu^ unhappy conflid 
*' be djredted and marked by that temper which evey 
^^ ought to difcriminate the corrreftion of the ftate 
" from the fudden and impetuous impulfe of paffion 
^' and • revenge/* He had not then been per/anally to 
his Majefiy in his clo/et, por humbly laid him/elf at his 
Uajejly's feet for^fush aflive employment as he might think 
him wmrthy ofj as h<5 mentions in hi^ letter of Jan. i, 
1777, he had (^ few days ago. Is it poflible that the 
fame man, wl^o was infpired with fuch jiqble fenti- 
mcQts in 1775, could ift .1777, in the King's name, 
iflue a proclamation^ penned^ by himfelf ^ in which he 
talks oi giving ajlret(h to the Indian forces, of executing 
/jfr^ VENOEANCB of tbejiat^^ of the meffengers of wrath, 
of d£vaJiatioHf f(tmine, an^ every concomitant horror f 
This Britiih General, however, declares himfelf a fe- 
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rbui^ good believer, aod makes a parade of his ean^. 
fciou/nefs a/ Chriftiamiyj and his Royal Majier's cle^ 
mtnay. The (lory of the prophet Elijba and Hazael 
muft furelyhavc affefted him. "And Hazael faid,. 
«* Why wecpcth my Lprd ? And he anfwered, Becaufe 
" I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the children 
•^ of Ifrael : tbiir ftrong holds wilt thou Jet on fire ^ and 
^^\their young men wilt thou /lay with the fword^ and will 
^^ dajh their children^ and rip up. their women with child.'* 
And Hazael faid, " But what, is thy fervant a dog, 
<* that he Ihould do this great thing ?'* 2 Kings, chap, 
Viii* V. 12, 13. 

If Mr, Burgoyne is to be tried by his own declara- 
tton^ip the fpeech of Feb, 27, 1775, let him furniih 
the evidence. He fay$, *' Let a pcrfuafion uniformly 
** prevail, that upon a review of our condu£k hereafter, 
** by our difpaffionate and impartial countrymen, our 
^^ bravery will be judged by the teft of our compaffion/* 
The public have a juft claim on him in a cafe where 
the national honour is fo deeply interefted. Why is 
his juftificatiou delayed ? He knew the fufpicions 
which were gone abroad even in 1 775. In that famous 
fpeech, he fays, *' in fome of the licentious prints of 
** the times there have not been wanting fuggejiions to 
f^ the public, that a fanguinary minijfter had chofen 
*^ the generals beft fitted by their inclinations to carry 
*^ havock and deftruftion through the continent of y 
^^ America/' The general was certainly well grounded 
in the fa<^, and the fuggejiions were thought to arife 
from the cruel outrages at Prejloft, of which he was 
Judicially convifted. His fituation in 1775 was effen- 
t^ally different from that in 1 777. He declared to the 
Jloyfe of Qonimons in February 1 775, *^ it might bei 
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'^ thought that I fought the fituation in which I am' 
*^ going to be employed, I publidkly declare I did 
not feek it/' But Jan. i, 1777, he writes, *^ I humbly 
" laid myfelf at his Majefty's feet for fuch aSive em^ 
^^ ploymenr as he might think me worthy of." The 
fa^ cannot be controverted, that Sir Guy Carleton's 
military command was in 1777 confined to the boun- 
daries of the Province of Quebec ; and even General 
Burgoyne, in the fpeech of May 26, 1778, mentions 
^^ the difappointment of Sir Guy Carleton, in not being 
^' employed to conduct the campaign of X777.*' ^re- 
neral Burgoyne was commander in chief the laft cam- 
paign in North America. It becomes him to juftify 
bis condudt againft the declaration of Congrefs of 
May 9, 1778. « The courfe of their armies is 
^^ marked by rapine and devaftation. Thoufands, with- 
*^ putdiftinftion of age or fex, have been driven from 
*^ their peaceful abodes, to encounter the rigours of 
*^ inclement feafons ; and the face of heaven hath been 
^^ infulted by the wanton conflagration ef defencelefs 
" towns- Their vidtories have been followed by the 
" cool murder of men no longer able to refift; and 
*^ thofe who efcaped from the firft aft of carnage have 
** been expofed by cold, hunger, and nakednefs, to 
** wear out a miferable exlftence in the tedious hours 
^^ of confinement, or to become the deftroyers of their 
^* coumrymep, of their friends, perhaps (dreadful 
^^ ide^) of their parents or children, &c. &c.'' The 
fapers which. General Burgoyne fay$, are now in pof- 
feffton bftbe Secretary cf State ^ page 2 of the fpeech on 
May 26, 1778, will undoubtedly be a full anfwer td 
the Congrefs^ fpr it is impoffible to conceive that the 
Qencral fcpuld be the only Engliflunaa who did not 
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fttl the force of his own beautiful words in the fpeech 
of Feb. 1 7, 1775, " There is a charm in the very 
^^ Wanderings and drean^s qf L4^$rty^ th^tdifarms an 
^^ EngUjhman's angirj' 

When General Burgoyne deelates^ ^* I cannot but 
'^ !ameni he [Lord George Germaine] di4 not pr^due^ 
*^ other letters of mine/* the GeneraPs lafneniathns 
cannot be very fincere, for he (hay produce his own 
letters when he pleafes. He fays, '^ in regard to fhe 
* *^ repofi made by myfelf, I acquit the King's Mj- 
*^ nifters of any blame in not yet having made it ptibkf^ 
^' becaufe it was fb vohiminOus that the papers could 
*^ not be digejled and copied, with the conftant labour 
^ of three clerks, before laft Saturday f Miy 43], 
^* when they were put into the hands of a noble Lord, 
** fecretary of ftate for the American department. 
•* But, I truft, that noble Lord will now loje no time te 
** make publie matters rffuch import ancej* Lord George 
Germaine has not yet made public: matters of this im* 
p)rtan€e^ which we find were digejied^ and delivered 
to him fo long ago as the 23d of May. The fufpicion 
is, that he never wiU ; but why does the General de- 
lay his juftification ? He ought to account to the na- 
tion for the lofe of an eritire Britifli army, which he 
commanded, in a country which he knew, where he 
had ferved the preceding year. The command was 
warmly folicited, and he fucceeded, to th& dif appoint-^ 
merit of that brave and experienced officer, the gallant 
defender of Quebec, Sir Guy Carieton, who nobly 
gave him every kind of affiftance. The plan of the 
campaign he had fettled with the King in his clofer. 
His reqmjitiane had in many inftanccs been exceeded ; 
the 8,000 regulars, rank and file, the immcnfe artil- 
4 kry. 
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Icry, the corps of watermen, the a,ooo Canadians, the 
i^ooo or more favages, &c. &c. &c. Let him then 
give folid.rcafons for the national difappoitftment, and 
he will more than ftand cxcufed. The feiAc tender 
compailion and pity, which }zxaes 11. experienced 
from the generous Engliih^ when he was brought back 
to Whitehall from Rochefter, and General Burgoyne 
found from the Americans after the capitulation at 
Saratoga to the hour of his embarkation for Europe, 
will infallibly be the never-failing attendants .on his 
cauie in England. Let him piead to the jurifdiftion 
of the public J and hot lofe himfcif in filly complaints of 
teing debar red J by aninteriti£lhn^ from the prtfenci ef bis 
Sovereign, page 27. He ought to dread the Kifig's 
chfeL Is there any one of the prefent Miniftcts would 
truft himfeif there, with only the Sovereign, on any' 
important bufinefs ? Poor Torkei lie ^a$ a man of^^ 
rUj fer he had ^ quick fenfe of fi>ami^ and death has re^ 
deemed his cbaraSer. General Burgoyne ought to have 
forefeen, that, if he was unfuccefsfiil, although he 
had exaftly fulfilled all the parts of his duty, he would 
experience every kind of bad treatment and injury from 
the moft treacherous court and adminiftrati^n in Eu- 
rbpe. He fays, that " he is an injured iikiividual,'* 
and, ^^ that he apprehends he is a marked viHim to bear 
*'^ the fins that do not belong to him," page 42. Let* 
him prove this, and the jullice of the people will be 
Ks.lhield. They will never fuffer him to be a v/^/«i 
for obedience to orders fix>m a man, who ought long ago 
to have been a vidim to military juftice for difrbedience 
of orders ; a' man reprobated by all the good and brave 
in Chriflrendom, but whom his King delighteth to bo-' 
nour. The nation ought to judge. In the two fpeeches 
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rflaft May to a venal majority in the Houfe of Com-*, 
mons, he did not fucceed in m^y one circumftance. 
Let him now appeal to the public^ or. return to Amc- 
rica, to ahide^ as he fays, the common fate of hU bre- 
tbren in the arwj ; and there let him endeavour to al- 
leviate the miferies of the meritorious foldier. 

Jt becomes daily more important for the General to 
juftify himfelf under the ftrong accufations of the 
Americans^ which are renewed on every occafion, la. 
a printed letter of Samuel Adams, £iq. as it is faid^ 
to the Britiih commiffioners, is the following paflage, 
*^ You have told the Congrefs, if after the time that 
*^ may be necejfary to eonjider this communication and tranf-. 
^ mt your anfwetj the horrors and devajiations of war ^ 
^^Jhwld continue y we call God and the world to witnefs, that 
•* tbe eviUy which mufi follow^ are not to be imputed to Great 
** Britain. I wilhyou had fpared your proteftation. Mat- 
*.* tcrs of this kind may appear to you in a trivial light, , 
** as mere ornamental flowers of rhetoric ; but they are ' 
** feripus, things regiftered in the high Chancery of 
** Heaven. Remember the awful abufe of words like thofe 
*^ by General Burgoyne, and remember his fate j[* page 
" 305. In Congrefs, Jan.. 8, 1778, it was " Re-. 
^* folved, that the charge made by Lieutenant Gc- 
'* neral Burgoyne, in his letter to Major General Gates, 
** of the 1 4th. of of November, of a breach of public 
^^ faith ^ on the part oif thefe States, is not warranted 
** by thejuft conftruftion of any article of the conven- 
«* tion of Saratoga ; that it is a ftrong indication of his 
" intentions, and affords juft ground of fear, that he 
** wilt avail himfelf of tbe convention in order to dif engage 
•* himfelf and the army under him, of the obligation 
*^ they arc under to thefe United States, and that the 
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'** fecurity which thefe States have had in bis perfinal 
** honour y is hereby dejlroyed.** American R^metu:- 
brancer, vol- VI. p. 64. The committee of the Coiv- 
grefs ftate this charge in very remarkable terms ; " thi^ 
. " charge of a breach oi public faith is of a moft ferious 
^* nature, pregnant with alarming confequcnces, and 
*' deferves greater attention, as it is not dropped in s 
*' hafty expreflion, diftated by fudden paffion, but is 
^* delivered as a deliberate zdc of judgment^ com- 
^^ mitted to writing, and fent to the General with whom 
/* he made the convention; and if credit is to begivea 
" to General Burgoyne's account of himfelf, in his let- 
" ter to General Heath of the 25th of November, he 
^* cannot be coniidered offo light a charaBer^ as to have 
^* adled^ in a ferious matter of ftate ^ upon a^ fudden impref^ 
^^fim^ General Burgoyne, in his difpatch to the Pre- 
fident of the Congrefs from Cambridge, Feb. 11, 
1778, iays, " I truft no words of fo harfli a nature 
" as to imply a diftruft of my perfonal honour will be 
" fuffered to remain in the Journals of Cpngrefs/' 
Will the General, for his own fake, inforln the publii:, 
whether words offo barfh a nature do remain in the^ Jou^- 
nals of the Congrefs ? and, for the fake of his country- 
men, will he tell the nation, what has been done in coa- 
fequence of a refolution of Congrefs fo long ago asj Jaa. 
8, 1778, " that the embarkation of Lieutenant Ge- 
^' neral Burgoyne, and the army under his con^mand, 
" be fufpended till a diftindt and explicit ratification qf 
" the convent iorf at Saratoga fhall be properly ratified by 
^^ the court of Great Britain to Congrefs ?'* It is to be 
feared, that by x^a^ proclamation General Burgoyne, to 
. ufe his own words, contrails a fiain that can never be 
' v;iped away. Trial of Colonel Henley, page 69. In 
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another dictate, Mr. Wilkes hinted at t\x6 only poftitid 
apology for the General. *' Burgoyne^s barbarous pro- 
•* clamation appears now to be only a confecjiience df 
•• his fanguinary infirufllonsJ* Almon's Parliarrtentdry 
Regifter, vol. VIIL p^e 429. It is impoffible th^^ 
a man of true bravery, like General Burgoyne, dan be 
in his nature cruel. To avoid an information ex officio ^ 
to be filed by a Scottilh Attorney General, and tried 
l)y a Scottifh Chief Juftice, I ihall give my opinion 
in the cautious words of General Burgoyne in his laft 
|niblication, " I fhall only remark, how little the ex*^ 
^ cnfc wotld benefit Colonel Henle5% who woild JiiU 
^remain a cruel agent of—\ will ufe no improper 
^ terms/*). Trial of Colonel Henley, page 64. * 

General Burgoyne, in the " Speeches,'* pages 8, 9, 
and lOy juftifies very fully from a military neceffity the 
letting fire ^tSarltoga to a dwelling-houfe, ftore-houfes, 
faw-mitls, &c. of General Schuyler ; and concludes, 
,** In this Generars houfe I remained during my whole 
•* ftay at Albany, with a table of more than 20 covers 
"*• for me and my friends, and every poffible demon- 
** ftration of hofpitality : a fituation, painful it is true 
^ in point of fenfibility at the time, but which I noW 
*' contemplate with fome fatisfadtlon, as carrying uri- 
** deniable teftimony how little I deferved the charges 
^* of the honourable gentleman [Mr. Wilkes] ; and I 
'^ leave it to his feelings, whether, after this explana- 
^ tion, £om<^ farther apology is not due to me.'* It does 
not appear that Mr. Wilkes has yet made any kind of 
'apology to Mr. Burgoyne. Surely it cannot be deemed 
*i apology what is faid in the *^ Speeches,*' page 34 
^ I agree with the honourable gentleman, who fe- 
^ c<^aded the motion, that all the condud refpedring 
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^' the inJian nations is a matter that ougtt td be 
•* thoroughly canvafled; and I look tipon hfe calling 
** upon me openly, and in my place, as fome reparation 
*^ for the very free, and not very generous comments 
" he madfe upon my conduft in my ahfence,'^ Does 
an Englilh Senator ftand in need of any apology for mai-^ 
ing very free comments on the conduft of a General, or AA^ 
miral, who may be iabfent from neceffity, of dcfign, fat 
many years together ? It is certain that Mr. Wilkes hai^^ 
not to this moment made the leaft apology to Mr; Bknr- 
goyne : bvu: I hold it as as derfaih', th'at he will, when 
he Ihall be Ihewn to have made any falfe, or not very 
generous^ comments en the conduit of that General, when 
the fafts alluded to have been difproved. 

Since adminiftration have not laid before Parliament 
^* fuch papers as are now in poffcffion of the Secretary 
** of State,** page 2, of the ** Speeches,*' why does not 
General Biirgoyne publish them ! He fays, ** thofe pa^- 
*^ pers are of thSe utmoft importance to the State , ta 
** Parliatneat, and to the public y' page 3, How can 
he aflertthat ^^ z parBanientury inveftigation is the only 
*^ poflible means of juftification that remains,'* page 28^ 
when the freedom of the prefs ftill exifls ? He may ap- 
peal to the moft impartial and awful of all tribunals, 
10 the public. His publications are unfair. A letter 
of General Waftiington, which is p^-haps the^^neft. 
compoiition of the age, we have firft piiblilhed by JVlr. 
.Burgoyne ; . but his letter, to which the other is an an- 
liver, does Siot appear. Too much cannot be faid in 
pxaife of'.Mr. Wafbington^ the beft patriot, and mqft 
* meritorious hero of our times; hut it is impoflible^ ^^9P* 
fome expreffions of the American general^ net to fv^f- 
ped that the firft letter, which drew forth the polite 
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fBfwer^ contained fulfome^ furfeiting compIimentSi A^ 
iniliar to thofe which, in General Burgoyne*s letter to 
Lord George Gcrmainc, of Jan. i, 1777, are pVoftituted 
on' one of the greatefl ftate criminals. It was treacherjr 
in Lord George, on no ground of neceflfity, or perfo- 
nal juftification, to give the Houfe of Commons that 
private, confidential letten His excufe in Parliament, 
that itjiippcd in by accident among the official papers y no 
xnan believes. Such an apology is an infult^ The au* 
tbor of the letter, however, is unpardonable. 

It may perhaps be amufing to confider the different 
portraits drawn of General Burgoyne in Europe and 
America. That of the great matter Junius is highly 
finilhed, but not a very beautiful pidture. ^* No mad 
** is more tender of his reputation* He is not only 
** nice, but perfeftly fore in every thing that touches 
** his honour. If any man, for example, were to accufc 
'* him of taking his ftand at a gaming-table, and watch-- 
^* ing with the fobereft attention, for a fair opportunity 
*^ of engaging a drunken young nobleman at piquet, 
*^ he would undoubtedly confider it as an infamous af- 
*^ periion upon his character, and refent it like a man 
** of Honour.— Acquitting him therefore c^ drawing a 
** regular aiid fplendid fubfiftence from any unworthy 
** praftices, either in his oWn houfe or elfewhere, let 
*^ me alfc your grace (the Duke of Grafton y the profligate 
^^ ASniJier c/1769) for what military merits you have 
*^ been pleafed to reward him with military govefn- 
*^ ment ? He had a regiment of dragoons, which, one 
** would imagine, was at leart an equivalent for any 
^' fervices he ever performed. Befides; he is but s 
*'* young of&cer confidering his prefefmeijt, and, except 
*' in bis aSlivity at Frejlon^ not very confpicuous in his 
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** profeffion. But it feems the fcale o( a civil etnploy- 
*^ ment was not fufficient, and military governments^ 
** wHich were intended for the fupport of worn-out 
^^ veterans^ muft be thrown into the fcale, to defray 
^^ the extenfiVe bribery of a contefted eleftion/^ Vol. IL 
page 24. Mr. Burgoyne, in the Speeches, page 41, fays, 
^^ that i think myfelf a perfecuted man, I avow.'* It 
was not at leaft at that time, nor by the Duke of Graf- 
ton, nor Lord Mansfield, that he vjz^^ perfecuted, Fot 
the military outrages at Prejion he was only fined by Lord 
Mansfield loool. not imprifonedj as General Smith was 
for inferior crimes at an eleftion; and the Duke of 
Grafton gave him, as an indemnification, by order of 
the King, the 3500I. for which he fold a patent place 
to Mr. Hine, &c. &c. &c* 

General Burgoyne's mjniature of himfelf is a little 
different from the picture of Junius. He boafts of 
" a warm and unfuj^icious heart," in page 18 of the 
Speeches. 

Monfteur St. Luc le Corner the Canadian, now in the 
Britilh fervice as a leader of the Indians^ who had 
^^ been formerly inftrumental in fcalping many hundred 
" Britilh foldiers/' Speeches, page 7, gives us a kind 
of /keleioHy in political anatomy y of General Burgoyne, 
** il eji brave y mats ileji lourd comme uh Allemandy* " be 
*' is brave J but heavy as a GermanJ"'-^! hope he did not 
mean heavy as — I hope Monfieur St. Luc UEvangeliJie 
was a better painter than Monfieur St. Luc Je Corner, 
Confidered as a portrait, it is not a flriking refem- 
blance, for of two leading features the German likenefs 
is miftaken. 

William Tudor, Efqi the Judge Advocate on the 
trial of Colonel David Menley,ihaU be our other Ame* 
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rican Painter. He moulds beauties in wax, like his 
countrywoman, the celebrated Mrs. Wright. . 

*^ l^he proceedings have acquired greater force from 
*^ the abilities of the ,profecutor .[Gfeneral Burgoyne^ 
^^; than from their real merits." — Trial of Colonel Hen- 
ley, page 139. " It is now my duty to ftate the izQis 
** as they rife from the evidence, flrinped of all that 
^* meretricious colouring which uncommon ingenuity and 
** refined eloquence have thrown upon it. — Itifinuations 
^^ of a general maffacre have been drefled out in all the 
*^ pomp which ^ttic language could give, ahd Wanted 
^* only truth to have made it felt." — Page 140. " The 
*^ General has argued with a knowledge and ingenuity 
^^ that would do credit to the ableft of my prof^ffioh; 
'^ but the doftrine does not apply, betaufe *tbere is no 
/^ proof, nor reafon to fuppofe, that the Oolbnel '^Men- 
^' ley] had given fuch orders, or ufed fuch influence,. 
*^ as to excite men to afts of violencje.^ — His written 
^^ orders indeed prove the direft contrary." page 143. 
^^ a caufe fupported by fo able an adtjocitte as Gfefteral 
^' BurgoyneJ^ ^z^t.v^c^. 

Not only different />^r/ra//j, but different c'ompgrifons 
have likewife been made of General Burgopie. Thttz 
is however nothing fo unlike as a modern conapatilxwi. 
Let US trace it only tjitough fhrec inftances fo fre- 
quently YnenticJned, the Kii^g, Lord Mansfield, - aAd 
General Burg^yne, The Sovereign ts too . often ccmi- 
pared to Charles L On account of that lovetoHdefpotic 
power, ahd fatal obftlnacy, ' wliich -t:ofl: the fecdiid 
Stuart the lofs of ^// his dominions, andhistifc* He 
confented however to the death of one man, jEoSd^iS/^- 
fordy with extreme 're/udtofO^'fend fegrfetted:?it^|>ub- 
• licly in his laft rhom^q.^; l^Hfe^f dcfes the iefeiKtbTantc 

\^ hold 



( :*9i ) 
, fipU ^ff,if^ pur preifent §qv©rq^"^ ? He has .Ja(l only 
. JChicteen .pcpvinces^ and^ th^k God ! is in perfed): 
ihealth. He '^us fi\^n ,himfelf 1191 o^ly the 4/ffn^ of 
our jJw^A^.t^wt.lifcewife o^oxvr Uhr-Ues, ai^^ given ^um- 
berle(s.prpofs of the utnpkoft.reafiifi^is.tocapiply with 
.j;he wiihes of his people, whopi,|ie^eij4eriy Ip^^es. Did 
he tifftify jthe leaft we^knefe.op the much'-l^ipented 
death.of the Chancellor Torke? Tl^p^Qske of Qraftpn 
has npt yet fp^-gpttesn tb? vfittj .fiT^ile, or the mwnora^ 
ble wprds, 'tS^ f^or4^,ptiL -^y -kill ii^e , next F^ncy your/df; 
but when J^us .fays, ^* ijke phad but ibat ir^nt vailed 
" the tears away^ *ipbu;h overcame Mr . Yorke^^ doyes it 
appear that he ihed: any at the faid cataftrbphe of a ni^an 
of honoar frpin o^ upgwardUd fhpur at the Queep's 
Houfe.alpne wfth his Pfinqe.^ No-^rther purjpi€^eje- 
:SQai$ied to he anfwered by 

Uberrirais fempcr lachrymre, femperque paratis 

I«1latipne.ivj&, atque expedaptibus ilium 

-Quo jubeat manare modo. -Jt;ven al. 

3ut why are we tOrdvirelLpn the, cxr^o^ftance.jpf the 

death of i^ny p/ie-riiSyi, wheji it is. avowed ^l^at the liyes 

of thoufands of our fellow-fujyeflis.are by^, Stficjipati>y 

p^t^qghed by .dirty, yellpw drofs ? What; are the words 

^^f a fpe^ch from the Throjpe tp che prefentP.^rliarnent, 

,0a.ji7, 1775? " Amppg the unayp^dable ijllconfe- 

^^jqWiic?s,.Qf this rebellion, xxqsxq .iiffe,£fs me more Jinfibly 

"thjtA.the, extraordinary burthf,n Avhich it,ijiufl.. create 

" to W] f^'^^kf^^ P^j^^^'^ . How m^J^y faithfuljubj^fls 

.haye jioft jhcir lives^ ^% well as their f9rtunes, in this 

..d?ftru0:ivejjua.rrel; yet the Ipfs pf their,/(?r//^»^j is wljat 

. affeBs more fenfiUy ? J^/on fought the gol(ien- fiee^e^ ^apd 

cared little for the fheep. 
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tori Mansfield i% likewife frequently eotnparied to a 
foi^r Chief Jufticc, Jeffreys. No two charafters ap^ 
pear more diffimilar. Jeffr^s was deeply concerned in 
all the arbitrary proceedings of the reign rf James IL 
and diftinguiihed for a hatred to Juries. Lord Manf- 
field has never been a political judge. He has witb 
the utmoft caution avoided afpearing to take the lead 
part in any meafures of adminiftration^ which were not 
in the immediate line of his legal department, iis Chief 
Juftice of the firft court of criminal jurifdidion in the 
kingdom. His afTeftion to Juries has been marked on 
every trial.. He addreffes the twelve Jurymen in the 
fame mild manner his Majefty fpeaks to his twelve 
children. It was a regard to the honour and dignity 
oi Juries made the noble Earl flufh in the face, and cry 
out, Fafs bim by, when Mr. Benfon^s name was called. 
His Lordfliip indeed affigned no reafon, but it was well 
known that Mr. Benfon had lately been refradkory upon 
a former Jury^ and even doubted of Lord Mansfield's 
law. This was certainly a refledtion on the other eleven 
jurymeuy who'refigned their right of private judgment 
to the court, and therefore his Lordfhip, as ufual, paid 
his court to the Majority. 

General Burgoyne has alfo been compared to Cafar, 
and others. A great writer fays, '^ in hisopinion.Ge- 
^^ neral Burgoyne comes nearer to the charafter of 
^^ Alexander, for Alexander took tbeftreigbt road tofame^ 
** by braving misfortunes, difficulties, and dangers.^' 
General Burgoyne has undoubtedly braved misfortunes, 
difficulties, and dangers, when he took tbeftreigbt road 
Viot^o fame-^hut to Saratoga — yet how can he be com- 
pared either to Ca/ar, or Alexander f Thofe conquerors 
fubdued the old world. General Burgoyne of the new 
. . ' - world 



%orld |>olieircd not an acre, only the ground on which 
be flood, and in a more modeft ftyle than that of an info- 
lent viftor, zSkt^permiffionXo return from whence he came, 
on the exprefs promife o£ coming back' to America upon 
demand of the CongrifSy and ofrc-delivering uf> his per/on 
into their power. He has likewife been compared to' 
General Othello, more fpecioufly than folidly. After 
the pride and pomp of a glorious war, both Generals have 
indeed appeared in all the pride and pomp of tragedy, and 
fome^aflages h^ve indeed been fimilar,but on the whole 
the refemblance is faint. General Burgoyne talks ofdevaf- 
tation, faming, and we^y concomitant horror. ' The ftyle 
of General Othello is in the fame fpirit of meeknefs» 

Abandon all remorfe. 
On horror's head horrors accumulate. 
Do deeds to make he;aven weep, all earth amaz'd, 

. General Burgoyne fpcaks of the meffengers of wratb, 
and of himfelf ^s denouncing and executing the vengeance 
of thejlate. General Othello is only more poetical. 

A'rife, black vengeance, from thy hollow hell. 

Thcfe particulars may feem decifive, ^ut it muft be to 
a very fuperficial obferver. Two other circumftances 
refpefting the two Generals dtftroy all anolagy. Ge- 
neral Burgoyne is a fair-faced Chriftian. General Othello 
was a fwarthy Pagan. General Othello fays, 

I've done the ftate fome fervice, and they know it. 

But General Burgoyne will not affert that any man knows^ 
. what fervice he has done the ftate. 

The ianfwcrs given by General Burgoyne to the va* 
rious charges brought againft him, efpecially refpefting 
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the Indianfy whofe aHiance he ftrongly ttcx^tmmrtd^tAf 
and fettled with the King in the clofet, have not been 
fulEqieatly explicit or convincing. In Lord GeoFg& 
Germaine's letter to General Car leton^ dated White^ 
hall, March 26, 1777, it is faid, *^ As this plaii can^ 
^^ not be advantageoufly executed without the affiftance 
*^ of Canadians and Indians , his Majefty ftrongly recom- 
^*. mends it to your care, to furnifh both expedition^ 
** with good and fuflacient bodies of thofe men,'* Co- 
lonel* Butler declares that *^ he diftributed the King^/ 
*^ Ifounty among the favages^f' . The Congrefs only do* 
fired the neutrality of the favages, I an^ firmly per- 
fuaded, that General Burgoyne is, as he fays, ^j^ injured > 
individual^ " Speeches,'* page 28, and that he has been 
ill ufed by his dtnployfcrs, from not having given that 
kind of fatisfaftioii to them, which was expedled of 
him. Mis fituatioh is rerriarkaWe. Men» who juJfified 
^M applauded the maffacrc in St* George's Fidkfety who 
ikreeo^d and penfioned the rpwderers of the freehtil- 
ders at Brentford, thiftk he has dbiie tot little; but the 
friends of freedom and humanity are of ©pinion he has 
done too much. The bludgeons of the mercenaries at 
Brtntford, the tomohsiwks and fealpifig knives of 6tir 
jndian allies in North America, will dif^race ^he hjft 
tory of this sera* The fate 'of Mh Burgoyne has not 
been fingular in this reign* He has beefa bargaihed 
for, carefled, employed, difgraced^ bttriyed, and at kft 
ferfecuted. A fimilar fate may perhaps- await every 
man of high rank in the military line, who has en? 
gaged in the fervice of a defpotic adminiftratioh td 
carry on this unjvift and barbarous ciVit war. 1 really 
believe that Mr. Burgoyne has beyond forgivenefs of« 
fended both the King and Lprd George Gerrhai^e, by 
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not. l^eits^ fiifficientily fcv^re and vbdidbLve. on many 
occafion^, by orders not fayagc enough to the mejfsngers 
of njuxotth^ the generaFs and Kin^s mejfengers. When' 
the late Lord Harcburt attended the levee after the 
gallant exploit of his fon. Colonel Harcourt, in the 
making General Lee prifoner, the furrounding courtiers 
crowded on him with their compliments, and the fond 
father expefted from the Prince, as a perfeft judge of 
military merit, a few words of congratulation. The 
King was filen^i It was circulated in whifpers, that 
the Sovereign had hinted a diffatisfactiontofomeof the 
King^sfrieirukj ready to applaud even fuch a fentimeht, 
that .Gdonel HarcbuxtJbftd not put General Lee tp death. 
The father retired hro^en-hearted, and did no; long 
fyryiye. 

As tp the aauajl fitu^i;ion of Mr. Rurgoyoc^ it is bsft 
ftatf d in his pw.n words^ from a letter tp th§ Rr^fident 
of the Congrefs, da^ed F^b, ij, 1 775, '^ I \viU return 
"to. America uppji dem^.i;^ pf the CpAgrefe; and, 
*^ due notice givep, rez4ilkv^ «^ ?W H^J^n iniq their 
<^ pawer^ and abi^e th^, Cvmjjfon fate of my britkrm in 
** thk army.*' . - 

An^erican Remembrancer, Vol. VL p. 159. 

This rvijinpus war in ev^ry ppiqt of yipW ^n^ ftrike 
u§ >K^th hpfror. The fatal cpatcft vyitl) our breth?^n 
in America, the defccnd^flts of ]^i\gliihii>^n, ree^Hs.to 
my metnqry i\\t beautifuj wor^s pf Sabine, fh^ vyifQ pf 
one of thp Horatji, and the filter pf th^ Ciirifttii, in 
the fu^ljme Cofneille, 

Albe, oil j'ai commence de rcfpircr le jour, 
Albe, mon cher pays, et mpn premier ampur, 
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Xofqu' cntre nous €t toi jc vois la guerre ouverte, 
Jt cram notre viSoire autant que noire perte, 

Horace. 
The Editor. 



Votes of November 26, 1778. 

A motion was made by the honurable Charles Francis 
Greville, one of the commiflioners of trade and plan- 
tations^ member for Warwick, and feconded by Price 
Campbell, Efq. member' for Nairn and Cromartyfhires, 
** that an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
** to return his Majefty the thanks of this Houfe, for 
** his moft gracious fpeech from the throne; to ac- 
** knowledge his Majefty's paternal regard for the hap- 
•* pinefs of his people, in his earneft and uniform en- 
^* deavours to preferve the public tranquillity— that 
^' we cannot but feel concern and regret, that the mea- 
*^ fures taken by his Majefty, for difappointing thefe 
*' hoftile and malignant defigns, have not been attended 
** with all the fuccefs, which the juftice of the caufe, 
*' and the vigour of the exertions, feemed to promife 
'* —that it 'would have given his faithful Commons 
^^ the trucft happinefs to have received the communi- 
** cation from his Majefty,. that the juft and humane 
** purpofes of his Majefty and the Parliament, for qui- 
^* eting the minds of bis revolted fubjefts, had taken 
*^ the defired effed;, and had brought the troubles in 
' ^^ North America to a happy conclufion— to aflure his 
•' Majefty, that his Majefty may rely on the hearty 
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^^ and zealous condirrence and ai&ftance of his faithful 
^^ Commons, in enabling his Majefty to make the mod 
'^ a&ive and vigorous exertions by fea and land, &c. 

An amendment was move^ by the right honourable 
Thomas Townfend, member for Whitchurch, and fc- 
conded by the honourable Charles James Fox, member 
for Klalmelbury, ** to aiBui^e his Majefty, that with 
^* the trueft zeal for the honour of the Crown, and the 
** warmeft afiediion for his Majefty's perfon and fa- 
•* nity, we are ready to give the mpft ample fupport 
** to fuch meafures as may be thought neceflary for the 
^* defence of thefc kingdoms, or for fruftrating the 
*^ dcfigns of that reftlefs power, which has fo often 
^' difturbed the peace of Europe ; but that we think it 
** one of our moft important duties, in the prefent me- 
^^ lancholy pofture of affairs, to enquire by what fatal 
** counfels or unhappy ffjiems ef policy this country has been 
*^ reduced from that fplendid Jituationy which in the early 
«^ part of bis Majejl/s reign made her the envy of all Eu-- 
*^ ropey to fuch a dangerous Jiatey as that y wbieb has of 
^f late ealled forth our utmoft exertions withaU any ade- 
^^ quate benefits J* 

Mr. Wilkes faid, 

Mr. Speaker, ' 

I have given all the attention of which I am capable 
to the Speech delivered from the throne, and fince, ac- 
cording to our forms, twice read by you. Sir, to this 
Houfe, I am unhappy that I find myfelf obliged to 
remark, that there are fcarcely more than two parti- 
culars in the whole Speech y from which I am not forced 
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to withliotik my afibnt^ Titey. ane, tha« wo^ a^ aShd 
together ii^aooi^uiiAtMfo^ wbick demands o^t moft fe- 
rious acMitiors and that areftorackm oSthe bfeffisgs 
of P^j^^ ought to be our firft wifti, and the gFeat ob- 
jefft of eur eiKteavouPS. The oo^undture, S», muft 
indeed be allowed to be mod critical, and Reace h not 
only defirable new, as at all times, but in the prefent 
period apjpears of abfolute neceffity 'to feve this con- 
vtitfed ftate from impending rain. Thus for, I believe, * 
a Tta^ iinaftimity prevails; but kt me proceed. It is 
alked by iev<;ral gentleman, how is P-eace now- to >^* 
chained ? Can any man point out taiu a mode of re- ' 
ilorlng to us that bleifing > I Mrill hazard. Sir, ao opi- ^ 
nion, of wluch my own mind is fully convflK:ed* The 
meafiue appears tome the only poffibk way of falva- 
tion to this counti^y* in the prefent dreadful dilemma ; 
a dilemma into which we have been precipitated by 
MiHifkrs, whofe condud calls for. the ftri&eft enquiry, 
at!Kl the forfeit of whofe heads, if the guilt lies at their 
dooF, x>an he but a poor amends to a ruined nation. 
The pr«pe6ti)QA is indeed moR humiliating, but, if 
foimded in neceffity, the confequent national difgtace is 
folely to be attributed to thofe who created that ne- 
ceffity. I believe the acknowledgement of the inde- 
pendence of the revolted colonies is the only meafure, 
which can re-eftablilh a public tranquillity, l fin- 
cer^ly think .it .wauld both with America and France, 
and probably prevent, a fyture Spanifh.war. It would 
at this moment, perhaps, Ihut the tepiplc of Janus. 
Froipthptyr^ipny and mad condufl: of an incapable and 
wigked adminiftration, it is become the meafure of | 
fgtal Aeceffity, f f we are in earneft to prcferyein apy 
degree of profperity what 'remains, if we would fave 

our 
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dorcotftrtiy fwm tfre brink of rum, rf wt fcelc to avj^M' 
abfolute beggary and! bankruptcy. An' tlnire^fa^ dif-' 
COntenr now prevaib. The pe6pl'e have no confidence 
iiJ adminiftration. They are* dtteftfed by the nation, 
and therefore contirtaed in powe*. We figfr over Ame- 
rican affairs; and all paVtiesr ag;ice nr fementing that 
fo little has been done bf oirr fleets 'againtf France, 
after foch an amazing expenditure of the pubfic mo- 
iKy on the navy. 

The honotirablc gentleman, Sir, vAio moved the 
addrefe, told us, that tbe Antericans wert determmi to fe^ 
parate their rights from ourSy to Sff^lve att ceimcHiim^ 
bHween us. The h&, is truly ftated. Tfeey no longer 
confidrfr themfelves a^ embarked with w cm board the 
fmSittg vcffd of this ftate. They avoid us as a tyraa* 
ni<^I, unprincipled, rapac^tous, and milled natioa. 
Thdr only fear i«, that the lu^rury and profligacy of 
this coufttry fiiould gain th«l¥ p^opJe. It was a long 
p^ti^iice atld^forbearance they praftifed before the idea 
cf l)^ing diflevered from the mother country gained 
jground among the Americans, They were driven into 
it by our injuftice and violence* Repeated violations 
of their rights, accumulated injuries, wanton iniblts, 
and cruelties ihocking to humais nature, have brought 
about this wonderful revolution. Nozvit appears to me 
an impoffibility to bring back the Ameridaxts to any 
dependaace on this kingdom. Their firft ftcps. were- 
marked by temper and moderation^ They made the 
moft humble and dutiful {iappiloations to the throne, 
but at laft were told^ thtii no anfw^t would be given. 
From tikat moment their minds were totally alienated. 
At the beginning of their juflifiable refiftance they 
w^re aot in the kaft n^vxl&tdfxviformidine Martisy wheA 
....%. i .. only 
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only peactful mhabitants of the counti7^ ^ of ^CQx 
towns and villages. Since the declaration of Ind^^ 
pendente y firmnefs and .vigour have governed all the 
counfels of the Congre(s. ^hat declaration was made 
at a moment, which proved them ih'angers to fear^ 
and m their idea fuperior to all the effofits of which 
we were capable. It was in July 1776, immediately 
after the fafe arrival of the whole fleet oftranfportSy vie* 
tuallersy and Jlore-JhipSj without any lofs or feparathn, 
and after bis Mc^efifs. tr6&ps under the command ofGe* 
neral Howe bad been landed upon Staten ijland, without 
any oppofition or interruptionj as we were informed by 
our own Gazette.. From that fatal aera has the Con- 
grefs^ or any one of the Thirteen, United States, dif». 
covered the fainteft wilh of returning to the obedience, 
of our fovereign ? No man will be bold enough to af- 
fert it. On the contrary, the Americans have increafed 
in their hatred .of us, and averljon from the yoke of 
l^ondage, which we w^re^ preparing for .them, ^nce 
we have brought into the quarrel the merfcenaries of 
Germany, and the favages of America, fince plun* 
der and cruelty have marked the progrefs of the royal 
army and its allies. 

I will ftate our prefent fituation with refpeft to 
North America. Torrents of noble blood have al- 
ready flowed in this quarrel ; yet the few conquefts we 
made, we were obliged to abandon. Towards the 
clofe of the laft year, we congratulated ourfelves on 
the taking of Philadelphia, which was then called the 
moft important city of North America, the feat of the 
vagrant Congrefs, in the infulting language of admi- 
niftration. Before the prefent year is half expired, 
purfuant to bis Majefifs injlr unions y Sir Henry Clinton 
5 evacuated 
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tvacuaUd PbiJadelpbia at three o\loek In the mornitigj amd 
cfcaped through infinite diflGiculties to New York, very 
judicioUfly avoiding the diredtroad, where he knew 
the enemy was in force. The Congrefs returned in tri- 
umph to Philadelphia, and congratulated the inha- 
bitants of North America on the important viBary of 
Monmouth over the Britijb grand drrrrjf, and the evacua- 
tion of Philadelphia, as they had before done on the 
evacuation of Bofton by General Howe. They have 
bravely flood all the ftorms of adverfe fortune, and are 
now almoft fure of outriding the tempeft. Sir, the 
Americans have fuffered greatly t but their fufierings 
were fupported with temper and courage, for tlicy were 
in the caufe of public virtue. They bore adverfity like 
men of fixed principle and honour, engaged in a righ- 
teous caufe, and determined never to crouch to oppref. 
fion. The war on their fide was founded in the pri- 
, mary ideas of felf-defence and juftice. It is truly faid 
by the great Roman hiftorian, juftum bellum, quibus ne^ 
ceffariuniy et pta arma^ quibus nulla, niji in armis^ re* 
Unqwtur fpes. 

What is tbe]r prcfent fituation ? A powerful ally has 
declared in their favour. The French declaration 
goes much beyond what gentlemen feem to appre- 
hend. It is nientioned here only as acknowledging their 
independence y whereas the preliminaries announced at 
Paris on the i6th day of December to the American 
commiifioners by Monfieur Gerard, in the name of his 
moft Chriftian Majefty, aflerted, that he would fupport 
their independence by every means in bis power. After 
.this are we inearneft when we affirm, that there is any 
probability of their returning to our obedience, to un* 
conditional fubmifiGn, or to any fubmiffion ? It is an ob- 
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jtSt of belief too grofe for the fgadeft credulity, for 
ignorance made drunk. If, .before the capitulation at 
'Saratoga, they rejeded all our fpecious offers, are any 
offers now likely to be.accepted ? or can thfey be com- 
pelled? Will another Britilh ' army ever attempt to- 
march from Montreal to Albany •? Will the batteries 
on Sullivan^J ifland be again attacked? Will Sir Peter 
Tarkcr evter zgzxnjuiJ^e it advifable to, make an attempt 
upon Charles ^owu. South .Carolina f Will he promife 
that ;/ the tratop^ can co-operate in the ai tacky his Ma^ 
jefiy will again be in poffcffion of Sullivanls ijland? Will 
any Englilh general .command in America an arqiy 
better difciplined, better appointed, than Sir William 
Howe's? A feries of four years difgraces ^nd defeats 
are furcly Tufficient to convince us of the ahfolute im- 
,poffibility of conquering America by force, arid I fear 
the gentle, me^ns of perTuaTion have equally failed. We 
have, therefore, only the dernier refort of parting with 
our old friends, who can no longer be compelled, or 
perfuaded, today. Policy furely warns us not to do 
it in ^ manner to force them into the fchemes of our 
ancient. enemies, to weaken, perhaps ruin, the mother 
country. To me it appears equally unavailing and in- 
decent to bring a railing accufation againft the old foe 
of this .kingdom, to talk of the malignant 4ejigns of 
France. ^ 

No plan .of negociation, Sir, has been left untried, 

'but nothing has fucceeded, for we. find by the commif- 

fioners manifejlo cf Odober the third, that they re- 

folved on the dec five Jtcp of returning to 'England in a 

few weeks. 

After the fwoi'd and bayonet of honouraWe warfare 
had been lifted up ; afier the fcalping knife, and tonia- 
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hawk of out aflaffin allies liad been Sharpened ^gainft 
our feil^w-fubjcdts^ ^peace at laft was ,preaohed by our 
minifters, and a commiffion for reftoring the harmony 
Itod union between the two countries was determindd 
upon* To add weightand dignity to the meafure, the 
two houfes of Parliament were to g;ive up to this im- 
portant fery ice three of their own members, as heralds 
of peace, that the fanAion of a part of the legiflative 
body might create an additional awe and reverence. 
To grace the commiffion, to captivate the rude mem- 
bers of the Congrefs, and civilize the wild inhabitants 
of an unpoliflied country, a noble ipeer was very pro- 
perly appointed chief of the honourable embafly tt> 
the Congrefs*. His Lor'dihip, to the furprize and 
admiration of that part of the New World, carried 
with him 2l green r)bbandj thejgentle manners, winning 
behaviour, and (oft infinuatmg addrefs of a modefn 
man of quality, and a profefled coiirrier. The Mt^es 
andCfraCfes, Vitbagroup of little, langhing Lov^, 
were in his train> arid for the firft time crofied the At- 
lantic. The next in the commiffion was only 'diftin- 
.guilhed by a fet of principles wonderfully adapted to 
the fpirit of coercion and cruelty hitherto prevailipg, 
iht principles of penal law -j^. 1 bave onjiy- heard^of one 
other principle belonging to this gentleman, the-prih- 
ciple, as well as .praAice, of paffive obedience- in the 
northern department. -But, -Sir, this^gentlenito carried 
with him the real fecret of the negotiation, and j)er- 

Knight oft&e 'Tftiftle. 

f The Pririeipler of Penal L*w, a large (xSfevo, publifhod by White, io^^ieet- 
ftreet, was written by William Eden, l&fq.^iqSnfifRtl 15f*W^a!r<iar,'i tbrfi of 
Trade, one of the Under Secretaries of State for the N.rib<m Depmrtment, and 
Audkor, and oae of the DiiiSifi&mrof^Grwwiaii^Hbfpit^. 
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hap^ more cxtenfive powers than were given to hh col- 
leagues. He knew of the order to evacuate Philadel- 
phia, an order fo difgraceful to our arms, fo contrary 
to found policy, long before it was fufpedied by either 
of the other commiffioners ; but he would not truft 
them. The other commiffioner *, who wcilt from 
among us,, poffeffed a fuperior underftanding, an happy 
temper, and a thorough knowledge of bufinefs. If 
fuccefs had been attainable, I am perfuaded to his 
wifdom, prudence, and temperate conduft, England 
had been indebted for the rcftoration of the blefling of 
peace. But, alas ! Sir, all the fplendid* and unautbo' 
rized offers of the commiffioners were, without hefita- 
tion, rejefted. The happy moment was paffed. The 
honourable gentleman knows the real friendftiip I bear 
him, and the efteem I have of his rare and amiable 
qualities. In public life, I have always found him 
manly, firm, and * conliftent ; in private, engaging, (b- 
cial, and friendly. Through the whole of this bufi- 
nefs he has followed the ftrait path of duty, and held 
one uniform language to us and to the Americans. I 
have been fo ufed to fee him in the mincriiy here, that 
he will excufe me, if I figure to myfelf that in Ame- 
rica likewife he continued in a minority with the com- 
miffioners, and that many things were tranfafted which 
he difapproved, but to which he was obliged to fub- 
mit. He might think himfelf precluded, as we are 
liere by many ftrange Afts of the prefent majority of 
this Houfe. On that fuppofition I ihall not fcr^ple 
to treat the commiffioners with freedom, and hold my- 
felf fccurc of his indulgence. 

♦ GoYernor Johnftonff. 

I men- 
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i Mentioned, Sir, the unauthorifed offers made td 
Congrefs. The commiffioneri went exceedingly be- 
yond the powers given them by an aft of Parliament^ 
the only fource of their powers Did they. Sir, dare 
to accept fecret powers from the Crown more ample 
than thofe granted by the Legiflature? Their conduft 
is very fufpicious. I well remember fix propofitions 
were held out to Gongrefs by the commiffioners Letter 
of the 9th of June? The three firfl, to confent to a 
cefTation of hoftilities by fea and land, to reflore free 
intejrcourfe as well as to revive mutual afFeftipn, and 
to extend every freedom to trade that our refpeftive 
interefts can require, were founded in the authority of 
the aft of Parliament, which created the commiflion. 
The three lafl were a direft ufurpation on the rights of 
the legiflative body4 

An offer was madci by the commiffioners to concur 
in meafures calculated to difcharge the debts of Ame- 
rica, and to raifc the credit and value: of the paper cir- 
culation. It was artfully worded^ but perfeftly undef- 
ilood. Sir, both in America and at home^ that we were 
to take on our Ihoulders, already bowed down to thcf 
earth, the burthen of the American debts, of thp 
mighty fums raifed by Congrefs to. fight their battles 
againfl us* The debts of the two countries were to be 
confolidated into one enormous raafs, and. provided for 
by a complaifant Parliament in the fame manner. So 
extravagant an idea mufl fill every man with furprize 
and indignation. I give the country gentlemen joy on 
this occafion. They never flinch from their mafler,i 
however unrelenting he may prove to them, and to their 
country^* They will now furely acknowledge with gra-, 
litude the fairnefs, the fincerity, the great tendernefsy 
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and kindncfs of their favourite miniftcr. At the firft 
rumour of an American war, the noble Lord with the 
blue ribband expteflly held oiit to them a'folid and 
fubftantial revenue by the taxatidn of America, in aid 
of their l^nd tax, and other heavy burthens. Now, fo 
far from attempting to lighten their load, he offers 
America to throw on the Ihoulders of England the ad- 
ditional weight of all her accumulated taxes* The 
mod Ihort-lighted of all animals is undoubtedly our 
country gentleman of the true tory breed. He has 
fcarccly the fagacity of his pointer. Formerly he was 
very ftubborn, and reftiff, and could not be driven for- 
ward. Now he is perfcdtly tame, fawns on his feeder, 
and is eafily managed. Mr. Pitt firft feized him, and, 
after fome Httle ftruggling, plunged him over head and 
ears in the German war^ The noble Lord has gone 
further, and tranfported him, weary and exhaufted, 
beyond the Atlantick, where he is likely to continue 
much longer than he was in Germany. 

I'he commiffioners likcwife agreed that no military 
force ^ould be kept up in the different States of North 
America, without the confent of the General Congrefs, 
or particular affemblies. This was in effcdt making 
them a fovereign, independent ftate, if no military 
force is to compel the refractory, or quell the rebelli- 
ous. This conceffion is certainly not warranted by any 
claufe in the aft appointing commiffioners, and was a 
nianifeft, unneceCary ufurpation of the power of this 
pliant Parliament. 

The laft offer is a grofs affront to the Very being of 

Parliiament, and to the people, who alone can conftitute 

ti Houfe of Ccmmons. The commiffioners^ffer a re-. 

ciprocal deputation pf an agent or agents, from the dif- 
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ferent Stales^ whojhall haoe ih prhfJege efafiaf and 
voice in the Parliament of Great Britain i or if Cent from 
Britain^ ia that cafe to have a feat and voice in the af<* 
fentblies of the different States^ to which they may ;be 
deputed rcfpe^ively, in order t» attend the feverd in» 
terefts of thofe by whom they are deputed. In the 
three Conciliatory ads not a fyllable is to be found of 
any fuch intention in the Legiflature* Were agents 
from the different States of America to have a voice in this 
Houfe to tax Great Britain^ when by the ikmi^Concitia^ 
tory a&t they themfelvcs, and America could riot be 
taxed? 

It is poflible^ Sir, that the commiffioners might be 
as little in ^arneft to fecure efFedtually to the Ameri* 
cans what was offered, as they, were ^t the time to de- 
monftrate their good fait?h. They ventured, Sir^ to af* 
fure theGongrefs, that the three Conciliatory aSls paffed 
with^;i^«/i2r unanimity • The contrary is known to be 
fadl. I now, Sir, fee many gentlemen in their places^ 
who oppofed all the three bills* When a bill of great 
importance paffes with unanimity^ I believe. Sir, that 
■you think it your duty to give it a further weight by 
"the addition of nemine contradicente in the Votes. In the 
Votes, Sir, you have not given that fandtion to any of the 
three Conciliatory bills. By the wovdsjingular unanimity, an 
Englilhman would conclude that this was the Jingular 
iriftance of Unanimity thzt feffion, in refpeft to the three 
afts, which were considered' as one, and pafled on the 
'fame day. The learned Scottijh ficretary of the com- 
miffioners muft think dilFcrently, for I find eight in- 
ftances, and perhaps there are more, in the fame feffion, 
of refolutions and orders pafled, and entered in the Votes 
' nomine contradicente. Of this number are thpfe refped.* 
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ing the calling out the militia, the relieving the Rd^ 
man Catholic? from certain penalties and difabilities^ 
and Lord Chatham's annuity ad. With the fame re- 
gard to truth, he makes the commiffioners declare in 
their Proclatnation^ that the French Monarchy ever has 
been^ and in its conftitution ever mvji be, an enemy io all 
freedom of laws and religion. I own, Sir, I was furprized 
at fuch an affertion from a gentleman, who had acquired 
great reputation beyond the Tweed, zsprofeffor of moral 
fhilofophy in the Univerjity of Edinburgh. I thought that 
the French nation were formerly called Franks^ from the 
freedom of their conftiturion. I have read in the befl: 
* authors, that the people of France were wont to be 
bound by fuch laws only^ as they had publickly agreed 
to in their parliaments, . and that the people Were con- 
fulted about the heads of all new laws, and after they 
had given their confent, they fet their hands and feals 
to each article. Such was th^ power of the people, till 
the tyranny of their kings in later times fwallowed up 
all the rights of that nation. I beg pardon. Sir, for this 
digreflion at fo late an hour, but is was on a favourite 
topic,, ibe rights of the people. I return to that impor- 
tant Srate-paper, the letter of the commiflioners to the 
fcongrefs, on the 9th of June. The letter tells them, 
that notwithjianding the pretended date^ or pre/ent form 
of the French offers to North America, yet it is notorious, 
that the/e were made in confequence of the plans of accom^ 
modation previoufhf concerted in Great Britain, and with a 
view to prevent our reconciliation, and to prolong this de* 
Jlru3ive ivar. This f;i£t too is mis-ftaced. The Conci* 
liatory propofitlons Were not made by the noble Lord 

♦ Lord Molcfworth, who wrote the account o£ Denmark, tranllated an ex- 
c^Uent creaCife on this iubjei^ of the famous civilian, Francis Hotoqaaoy caUed 
Trumo'Gu Ilia, 
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With the blue ribband till the 19th of February, and 
the French treaty was aftually figned th6 6th.preced-^ 
ihg, and the preliminaries were agreed to December 1 6. 
The Parliament had been prorogued from the 10th of 
December to the 20th of January, notwithftanding the 
ftrong oppofition of the minority, for in that period 
peace might have been obtained. The truth of the 
cafe is, thdt France trifled with the Americans till af- 
ter the news- of the capitulation at Saratoga* There 
was much ill humour on both fides ; but it was not im- 
proved on our part, as it ought to have been. A Bri- 
ctilh general and an entire army becoming . prifoners, 
made her believe ferioufly in the independence of Ame- 
rica. Before that period, flie had treated it as vifionary, 
as a mere phailtom of a heated brain. The weak, infant 
connexion of France with America is at length 
grown into ftrength and maturity. Spain was more in 
earned', and from the beginning had cffedtually aflifted 
the Congrefs by vaft fupplies of every kind from the 
Havannah. The capitulation was figned at Saratoga 
on the 1 6th of Oftober. The news of that event came 
to Verfailles the^ firft week in December, and on the 
1 6th preliminary articles were adjufted. France on 
that occafion from a ftrange inadvertency fuffered a re- 
markable expreffion to be made public, that it was ma-- 
nifeftly the interejl of France^ that the power of England 
Jhouldbe diminijhed by the feparation of America from it. 
This was the language of found policy on her part. 
When the love of liberty in the French court was held 
forth in great parade, it became ridiculous in the ex- 
treme. We know that there is no. more love of liberty 
in the French court, than in our own ; but I rejoice 
that liberty will have a refting place^ a fure afylum in 
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America, from the perfecution of almoft ill'thc prin* 
CCS of the earth. 

The conduA of our minifters, Sir, has effcdked the 
feparatioh of America. She never will return, nor arc 
you equal to coercive meafures. By the attempt you 
will bring on an immediate certain French, and proba- 
bly a not diftant Spaniih wan I am alarmed for the 
confequences to tiiis country in its prefent cxhaufted 
' ftate. Will the firft minifter of Finance tell us, that 
he fees his way through it, even for the next four, or 
fix, years? I have fears even for our own honour and fe* 
mrityy mentioned in the J^eecby as calSng loudly uf^n ui^ 
when I confider our diftradted and difunited kingdom, 
and compare it with the condition of the French 
monarchy, and the aftive fpirit of a taation contaia- 
ing twenty-two milltoBs of perfons, united by aflS^on 
to one fovereign. England, in conjunction with Ame- 
rica, had nothmg to ft^an When fome cQciiderable 
merchants waited on the firft Lord of the Adniiralty, 
his Lordihip faid, / bavejbips enough y but want men* 
Can you provide them for me f The American refourcesiore 
g$ng. Without her refourccs, all her v^eight . even 
thrown into the oppofite fcale^ that fcale muft prepon- 
derate. Acknowledge the independence of Amcricz, 
you have a chance of detaching her from France, of 
forming perhaps with her a B;M>ft advantageous r^^/^m^- 
ci^l treaty zn^ feeder al union. J really think you might 
then avoid a general war. , Since th^ accefik)n of the 
prefent King, I know that the firft idea, the favoxirite 
pbjeftrof the Fieiich court, has fteadily been to briijg 
the finances of that kingdom into perfe<9: order; but 
the favourable moment of humbling her ancienr rivaly 
\i^ tlie American co^teftj^ was not to.be negle£i:cd» 
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France has fat;ally fueceeded. The faft cannot be dif-. 
fembled, nor difguifed* America is in my opinion ir* 
recoverably loft. It is indifferent to her, whether you 
think proper to acknowledge her independency, or to call 
her children yoxxx fubjeiis, and her provinces your cqIoA 
nies. The reft of the world will hear thofe appellations 
with derifion: You will not be able to enforce any 
one adt, except where ypur armies are quartered, and 
your fleets ftationed.. The very expence of thofe fleets 
and armies muft exhauft this country. You experi- 
enced this for four years with raw, undifciplined far-^ 
mers and countrymen. You are now to combat hardy, 
experienced foldicrs. Let pride therefore yield to pru- 
dence, withdraw your fleets and armies, give up this 
unjuft, barbarous, aod deftruftive war, and enquire who 
deluded you into this unhappy fyftem of policy. 

The honourable . gentleman, l^ir, who feconded the 
amendment, in a divine ftrain. of eloquence, fcarcely 
paralleled, never furpafled within thefe walls, has 
treated the fpeech with ruerited indignation. He pro- 
nounced It f/ilfey demonftrated it to be fo, and called it 
the King^s libel on Parliament. His was a moft abundant 
harveft. He has left me a very fmall gleaning ; only 
refpefting the ciandejiine fupply of arms faid to be given 
by the court of France to the Americans. Sir, it was 
not clandeftine. Frequent and confiderable fupplies 
^ere given in the moft public manner, in the face of 
day. I had the honour more than once of informing 
this Houfe, of feveral American armed veflels, and 
fcips of war, being fuppUed with cannon^ arms, pow^ 
der, ball^ and all warlike ftores, from the royal arfenals 
acid ftoie-houfes, both: on the oceaa, and in the Medi- 
tenrasKan. I gave the names of the fliips and the 
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other particulars at the time. W^l^ this 3, clandejtin^ 
Supply? . . 

Much mifcellancous matter has been produced, 2% 
ufual, on this firft day of the feffion. The honourable 
gentleman, who moved the amendment, has taken an 
opportunity of painting in their true colours the laft 
r^oe of our kings, whom he called the accurfed Stuart 
race, the bane $f England. I honour thofc genuine 
whiggifli principles, in which I believe him fincere and 
determined. No man, Sir, execrates the memory of 
thofe tyrants more than I do. Yet ojie remark in the 
prefent moment I cannot forbear. The Stuarts loft 
every thing for themfelves only, their crowns, or their 
lives. The empire remained entire, unbroken in every 
part. Nothing was \o&.for us. Under the third prince 
of the Brunfwic line, adminiftration has already loft us 
half the Britilh monarchy, and the reft feems moulder- 
ing away. Nothing appears ftable, or fecure, except 
the minifterial majority in this Houfe. In the late glo^- 
tious reign, the bounds of the empire were enlarged 
in every quarter of the world, under the aufpices of a 
brave, martial, humane, and heroic fovereign. We 
are now ignominioufty driven out, not only from fome 
of our late acquilitions, but from the greater part of 
our ancieTit poffeffions. The ^^j'tfiry .into this fad re- 
verfe is furely our duty as the grand inqueft of the na- 
tion. 

Some remarks. Sir, were made by the honourable 
gentleman, who feconded the amendment, on the late 
' publications from the families of two noble earls. He 
thought it clearly proved from the letter of the fon, 
that the father, fo long fnfpefted of guiding the mea- 
sures of the State^ no longer poffeffed any controuling 

power. 
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power, or eyen fccret influeacc. He avowed an un- 
bounded refpeft, and a kind of Family Regard ^ to the 
noble Lord* I have the misfortune of difiering in 
this inftance yery widely indeed with the honourable 
gentleman. I hold the public charadter of the noble 
Lord in utter abhorrence ; not from any perfonal in* 
jury, not from any national prejudice, but from his 
demerit as a Minifter. He made the inglorious peace 
of Paris. \ 

Ex illo flucre ac retro fublapfa referri 
Spes DanaOm •, fraftae vires. 

He boafted of that ^^^^^ in a great aflembly. I heard 
him declare, that he glc/ied in it, and wiflied it might 
be infcribed on his tomk-Jloney Here lies the man, wb9 
made the Peace of Paris. The expreffion was more 
ftriking than original'^; but the fpecies of pride, which 
is founded in deep criminality, muft be allowed to be 
of the firft caft. He loft us Newfoundland, paffed 
i;he odious excife on cyder and perry*; by which the 
excifeman got accefs into private houfes, violated the 

* * The original exprelTion belonged to anotlier Sect, a ThntasScot^ one of ths 
Tyrannkides, who w^s executed at Charing Croi3> 0£t 17, i66o- latbeCecood 
volume of the Statt Trials is an account of his trial and execution* 
• $ir Theophilus Biddolph fworn. 
CounciL Pray tell my lords and the jury what you have heard the prifoner lay, 
touching bhis bufinefs of putting tht King to duub. 

Sir Theophilus Biddolph. I did hear him confefs that be did fit as one of the 
Jiidgest>f the late King, and that he was/0/tr/roM rtftnting of the ad;^ that ho did 
dcfire, w^en he died, that a fmb-Jhne might be laid over him, wittx this infcrip- 
tion, Here lies T^omat Scot, who adjudged t§ death the Lua King, Page 33 1. 

At his execution the Sheriff interrupted hinu Mr. Scot iaid, IfiaUfiy m amv 
iuttbtt, f^^' '*' ^f ^ ^O ^'^^ ^^ ^^ '^fi ^^' ^^ "^ ^'^ '^ wrdt ff s dfitig 
matu Then he prayed, wherein he has this expreffion. I fiy ^gMg e^tbtfraifi 
of the fret grsce rf God, J kUft bis turn f, bibatb engmgtd «m in a 6AVtK KOT T« 
BE &IHBNTXD OF. I/^f IN A CAUSE NOT TO BS aSPSNTEO OF. BUpnyiW 

^iflg ended, lie was turned off. Page 409, 

national 
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. national faith with the kirig of Pruflia, was guilty of 
fcandalous profufion of the public money in negoci- 
ating the loan of three millions and a half for 1763^ 
znd advifed a cruel proclamation, by whicTi he perfe- 
cuted the brave free Corficans, as I believe he has fined 
done the Americans. Thefe, Sir, are the ground? of 
the hatred, which I have always avowed. I agree with 
a late great ftatefman, that, he has brought ihe King and 
Kingdom to ruin. As to his influence being at an end, 
would to Grod, Sir, it were ! Is the heir of that noble 
family being lately created an Englifh peer, a proof of 
the father's now retaining no influence ? Is the lieu- 
tenancy of a confiderable county, given to the feme no- 
Ueman, to be admitted as evidence that his power is 
extinguiilied ? I give no private anecdotes. I flate 
ptiblic fafts, from a paper, which in fuch things only 
can be trufted, the London Gazttte. I rejoiced,' Sir^ 
tiiat the heir of that noble family was created an Eng;- 
IHk pe«v foJ^ I thought that the young Lord's wn- 
Ipotted reputation, intrinfic merit, and great as well as 
amiable qualities, would refleft back more honour than 
he could receive frorti amodern peerage of this coun- 
try ; but I was perfuaded that he owed his Englifli peer- 
age no lefs than bis birth to his father. 

A brave, but unforrmrate General, Sir, urges u» to an 
en^fmwy into the caufes of the failure of the late expe- 
dition: tsndtr hts commafid, said hea&s ^parliaimmurjf 
hqueji. I am likewife for thai ent^uir). At the clofe 
of the kft feffion he nsade thei^meveqiieft,; which was 
refufe^ by the fame majority to whom he now prefers 
♦kis^ peckioik I have a hi^ efteem for a p^rliamenfarf 
)OifM^> 'but there is a higher tribfi&alv. fhai of the |^cu- 
ple, o|ir conflituents> ever ready to do juftrcc ro the 

oppreflfed 
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oppefled and injured. As an Engliihman^ let him ap« 
peal to the people^ and conffitute the Engliih nation 
the judges of his conduft and honour^ in every point 
in difpute between him and adminiflration^ or even 
royalty. He obferves, that the time will come for an 
inquiry. It will certainly come^ in this mode, whenevet 
he chu&s to publilh the papers^ which he fumifhed to, 
and ate now withheld by, Minifters, papers of the ut* 
moft importance y according to his declariation in this 
Houfe, to the State^ to the Parliament, and to the 
Tuilic. ^ 

The amendment made to the addrefs goes ftill far- 
ther, and takes larger ground, including, however^ 
that of the late American commander. It propofes to 
enquire 'into. 2X1 the ht^ fatal counfelsj which have 
brought * on a diimemberment , of the empire. The 
jufticeof the nation calls loudly for it, and therefore 
my feeble voice &all be for ^atwifc and a 
meafurc. * 
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Votes of March 10, i779» * 

Refolved, 

That this Houfe will, mmediafelyy refolve ttfelf 
into a committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of 
granting further relief to Pr^iflant dffentiug wmfter^ 

andfcbool-mafters, 

• m 



Ut. Wilkes {kid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

I rife not at this time to enter into the merits of fo 
important a queftion to religious liberty among us, but 
to anfwerthe objections of the honourable gentleman * 
n^r me, againft going into a committee for this con* 
ildefation. This early oppofition is more harfh than 
-well-ju4gecl. He thinks the queftion Ihould not noW 
be agitated, becaufe a time of tumult^ diftrefsj and war^ 
is a very improper feafon to make the leaft change in 
the ttatc of religion in any country. Did the worthy 
baronet forget that a juft relief was the very laft year 
granted to many oppreflfed loyal fubjcfts, to the Ro- 
man Catholics, and an important change made in their 
Etuation among us jc ? Yet, Sir, the laft year was 
equally a year o^umult, dijirefs, and war. Not the 
leaft inconvenience of any kind has arifen from the 
Aft of laft Seffion in favour of the Roman Catholicks, 
from fo great an alteration in our ecclefiaftcal police. 
On the contrary, the nation has more firmly attached 
to it by the ties of gratitude a very confiderable num- 
ber of ufeful fubjcfts. Not the leafl^ tumult or diftur- 
bance has been the confequence of that wife meafure. 
It is impoifible, Sir>. that toleration can create tumults 
and religious wars. Perfecution is, indeed, a moft 
aftive demon, delighting in human facrifices, has 

^ Sir William Baigot, Baronet, Member for Stn^fbrdfhire. 

f The Roman Catholicks aie fuppofed to be much more numerous thao they 
'leally are in England. 

** When the Earl of Radnor moved an the Houfe of Lords for an Enquiiy inta 
'* the number of Roman Catholicks in this kingdom* his Grace (Archbifliop 
•* Seeker) was very aflive in forwarding that meafMre. The return for his o^a 
** diocefe was no more than 271 ; that for all the diocefes in England and Wales did 
f jMK «i[ceed 63,000." Life of Seeker, prefixed to his Sermons, Svo, 1780. 
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drenched our fields, and dyed our fcaffolds, with tfas 
flaughter of the viftims of religious, rage ; but tbs 
fpirit of toleration is conciliating, heals divlfions,an4 
teaches men mutual forbearance, meeknefi, gentknefs, 
and univerfal benevolence. The worthy baronet, in 
the great compafs of his readingi will not give a fiigle 
proof of the mifchief evenof the moft unlimited tcL- 
ration; but he will find innumerable marks of the 
bloody footfteps of the revengeful and remorfdefi per- 
fecutor, lefs intent to lave than than to deftroy. 

Another objeftion, which the honourable geritlcqum 
has urged; is, that there is no petition before the 
Houfe from any body of the Proteftant diflenters, no 
complaint of perfecution, no mftance of feverity arainft 
any of the fefts which differ from the eftablilhment 
When the Houfe proceeded the laft year to give reli«^ 
to the Roman Catholics, war any petition previouflv 
prefented? Was a committee apppinted to ftat«jthl 
various fadts of perfecution, or even harih uksxi 
Were any cafes of that nature urged in proof 9 Nol 
Sir} the Houfe proceeded on the liberal idea <rf ^ 
moving all unjuft and impolitick reftraints, on the juf- 
tice of leaving the fubjeft free as to all opinions merelV 
religious, on the natural rights of every man to worfhip 
his Creator in the manner which he thinks moft ac- 
ceptable to the Deity. The Roman Catholicks had 
not been harraffed by any legal profecutions ; but 
the laws were unrepealed which put them in the 
power of every infamous informer. They were fuUc&i 
at any time to the moft rigorous penalties, at all times 
to the moft mortifying reftraints. The wifdom and 
equity of Pariiament at laft interpofed, and reftored 
them to feveral of their natural rights. Surely, Sir 

the 
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^ie Proteftaht di^aters have a muqh ftrohger claufi 
cm gowmmcnt. They have ftcadily fupported the 
canfe of freedom. They have aftcd on almoft every 
occafioa with fpirit and vigour againft thofe^ yrho have 
endeavoured to overthrow this free copftitution, and 
l>uiy liberty in its ruins. As the confequence and proof 
of their attachment to the canfe of liberty, they have 
been among the moA zealous for the fuccefSon in the 
prefent illuftrious family, a fucccflion often fecretly at- 
tempted to be undermined, and openly invaded by 
the to6ls of arbitrary power, both at home and abroad. 
At this hour, however, the Diflenters remain fubjeft 
tQ feverai barbarous and cruel laws, ena£):ed on the 
fpur of a prefent ncccflity, as it was thought, and 
therefore acquiefced in almoft without murmuring, 
but laws, which difgrace a thinking people, and are a 
€<mtradid:ion to every principle of found policy. 

The honourable gentleman near me has oppofed the 
Inotion on another ground, the danger of it to the 
^abHfhed church at this alarming period. He pa- 
j^hetically laments the progrefs ojf Atheifm, and the 
publication of many atheiftical books within the laft 
twenty years. I think this accufation on our country 
ill founded. I believe. Sir, I have read more books 
of religious controverfy than the worthy baronet, and 
I deny the publication of the numerous atheiftical 
works, which have engaged the public attention, in 
this country, even for the laft half century. I might 
tail for the proof of a fingle atheiftical book, of the 
fcaft note, publiftied in the eighteen years of this pi* 
ous, if not glorious, reign. Deifm indeed, §ir, found, 
• pure Deifm, has made a rapid progrefs, not only in this 
ifland, but in every part of the continent. It is al- 

moil 
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l^ft become the religion of Europe *• Atheiftn is 
certainly not the prevailing, fafliionable error of this 
enlightened age or country, but every year adds to the 
number of* the difciples of Deifm. I have hot heard of 
any outrages or violent perfecutions among the Deifts, 
dthough certainly they are greatly multiplied of late ; 
liut we have to lament the uncharitable fpirit of moft 
(tSts of Chnftiany, and ev^en of not a fmall number of 
the cftabliihed church of our own country, of which' 
I am a member as well as my good neighbour. The 
honourable gentleman is not well informed. It is a 
miftake to impute all the late publications againft the 
received fyflem of the Chriftian religion to the Proteli:- 
ant diflenters of any denomination. The £a6t is, that 
the authors of the greater part are members of the 
eftablifhed church of England* 

As the laws now ftand, a Diflenting preacher is 6b- 
liged, in order to avoid fevere penalties, and to enjoy the 
benefit of the Ad: of Toleration, to fubfcribc the 39 
articles of the church of England, that is of another 
church, except the. 34th, 35 th, and 36 th, and a pare 
of the. 20th article, I • hope we Ihall go into a com- 
mittee to confider of the repeal of fb unjuft and/ua^ 
charitable a fyflem of laws, I will not now. Sir, exa- 
jiiine the orthodoxy, or abfurdity, of the dodtrinal jj^rts 
pf the. 39 articles ; but I defire toproteft againft any 
man^s being compelled to fubfcribe theni, becaufe they 
mifitate againft the firft great principle of Chriftian 
ijharity- Iti tlie 8th article we find, '^ that the three 
*^ cjreeds, Nicene creed, Athanaftus's cre;ed, and^ thaf 

# L'adoration piire de I'Ecre fuprdme eammence ^ 4tre ait|ourd'huL lar^igioa 
4e tbus les honnW $eu$ ] et bient6t elle defc^n^ dans uoe partieTaLad.du pen- 
^^jRitoe. V X«e l>iaer du Compte de BouiainyilUers, page 51. 
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*' which IS commonly called the Jpojiles* creed, ou^C 
•* tlioioughly to be received and believed ; for th«y 
*^ may be proved by moft certain warrants of Holy 
** Scripture." Now, Sir, one article of faith in tha 
AtbMnafian creed is, that " except every one do keep 
** whole and undefiled the Catholick faith, as fet forth 
** in that creed, without doubt he Jhall prijh everlaft-' 
'* i^ify" I want words. Sir, to exprefs my horror at 
the total want of Chriftian charity, the indecency, the 
foolilh prejudice, and even infolence of fuch a decla- 
tioh.. A much higher church authority than St. Atha- 
nafius, the Apoftle Peter, alTures us, that '^ in every 
nation he that fearetb God, and worketb rigbteoufncfs^ 
is accepted with him ;" and the great Apoftle of the 
Gentiles, St. Paul, feems to hold a very different doc- 
trine; for he tells us of three beautiful lifters, the 
three Chriftian Graces, F^^//A, Hopey and Charity, which 
abide, thefs three, but he adds, the greateft ofthefeit 
Charity. I hope the committee Will exempt the Pro* 
teftant diffenting minifters and fchool-mafters from be- 
ing called upon to fubfcribe thi<> monftrous propofition 
of St. Athanafius. I think it our duty, for thefe con^ 
fiderations belong direftly to the jurifdidtion of Par- 
liament. By the V£ry writs of eleftion, we are calleii 
together to confider of certain arduous and urgent af* 
fairs concerning the State and the Church. The moment 
likewife appears to be happily chofen,^ for the bandagie 
is at laft fallen from the eyes of fupcrftition, and per- 
fecution drops her irdn rod# 

I am not ftruck by the dread of die danger to the 

Church, with which fome gentlemen feem alarmed^ 

. On the contrary, I think it would do honour to our 

Church to treat with tendernefs all thofe, who are uni 



happy enough not to be in her bofom. I Admire the 
temper with which the late indulgences to the Roman 
Catholicks were received, and moft certainly a Re- 
formed Church mufi be fiill more kindly difpofed to 
their Proteftant brethren. Our Matter has told us, in 
the largeft and mod ge^ral terms, ikaf where two 
or three are gathered together in his name^ he was in the 
midfi of them. 

Sir, I honour the ingenuity of the worthy * Baronet, 
who made the motion, ih contriving to oblige us to 
hear many pages of a fermon, by reading them as part 
of his fpeech. It was happily imagined, for I underftood 
on a late occafion that not one member of this Houfe 
attended you, Sir, to Sti Margaret's; and I believe the 
Chancellor likewife on that day was left without a fin- 
ale Lord. Surely, Sir, it is then high timfc to difcon- 
tinue the obfervanee of that annual fall for the death of a 
tyi^t. Many other fei?raOni have this day been^uoted by 
gentlemen; but the proof arifingfrom them only «goes to 
fehe private fentiments of the preacher, or of the few 
who hear, or read, and approve thofe fermonst. i really 
think the general opinion of the clergy at this day 
is for a liberal toleration, and I truft that a majority even 
of the epifcopal order will now affent. They have acqui* 
efced in the juftice done to the Roman Catholics, and 
I hope the prefenc relief intended to the Proteftant 
diffenting minifters and fchoolmafters will not be given 
with reludtance, nor in the leaft delayed, but cordially 
adopted both by clergy and laity, and that the Houji 
will immediately refolve i tf elf into a committee of the whole 
Houfij to conjider of granting further relief to Protejlarit 
diffenting mimfters andfchoolmijfiers. 

* Sir Henxy Hoghtoxii Baronet, Member for Fr<ftofi. 
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Votes of March 15, 1779. 

The * Lord Advocate for Scotland having taken his 
feat for the firft time this feflion, , 

Mr. Wilkes faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

• I am glad to fee now in his placd the fir'ft law officer of 
the crown for Scotland. I have a real refyeft for his 
very fupcrior abilities, and am always charmed with his 
manly eloquence.' I waited with impatience for his ar- 
rival to call upon him to make good his promife laft 
year to the Houfe, to bring in a bill this feflion for the 
relief of the Roman Catholics in the northern parts of 
this ifland* I remember his obfervation the laft feflion, 
that the penal laws of that part of the united kingdom 
againft the Roman Catholics had been ena&ed previ* 
ous to the Union, and were of fo complicated a nature, 
that it would require a good deal of time fully to invef- 
tigate them, in order to frame a bill for their total, or 
partial, repeal. He therefore declared it advifeable to 
defer the relief of the Scottilh Roman Catholics till the 
next feflion of Parliament,, when he pledged himfelf to 
the Houfe that he would have a bill ready for that pur- 
pofe. The idea was approved by both fides of the Houfe, 

♦ Henry Duadas, Efqj Member for £dinburghlhire. 

and 
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Sh^ warmly recommended to the hohourabie gentle* 
rtian's peculiar attention. So much of the prefent fef- 
lion is already elapfed, that I think it my duty on his 
lirft appearance to remind him of that parliamentary 
engagement, which I doubt riot he is ready inimedi- 
ately to fulfil* 

The L(^d AivVtaU thdii wdnt into a detail of th6 
peculiar cif cuniftances of his fituation, of the late tu- 
mults at Edinburgh and Glafgow, and concluded that 
he believi^d the Scottifh Roman Catholics rather wiihed 
the bufinefs to be deferred. , 

Mr* Wilkes then added> . 

Mr. Speakeir, 
i think it is now apparent that the hbtiotir and inde-* 
jpendency of this Hoiifehave been meanly facrificed by the 
friends of adminiftration to the fedit ious populace in Scot- 
land. An example of a fatal nature has been given by the 
mobs of Edinburgh and Glafgow to the mobs of London 
and Weftminfter to rife, and endeavour by fimilar out* 
tages to prevent any matter of moment difpleafing to 
them from ever being brought into Parliament.* The 
magiftrates of Edinburgh appear to have been apprized 
of the intended riot fonie days before. They at leaft 
connived at the tumult. If the accounts publilhed there 
are to be credited, they aftually aided and abetted the* 
rioters. They faw with pleafure the various cruelties 
exercifed by a liawlefs banditti. They exerted theit 
authority only againft thofe, who endeavoured to quell 
the rioc *. By a proclamation in their name, four days 

afte^^ 

♦ la the pamphlet puUiflicd by Coghlao) it is faid, '< The Duke of Buccleugh 
* ar»d his officers ▼: re Ihocked at what they (aW goiiig on, and exprcffed their in-* 
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after the, riot, they fcem to plead guilty, for th^ de- 
clare, ** after this public affurance, the Lord Provoji-^ndi 
" magiflrates will take the moft vigorous meafufc^ fof 
^* repreffing any tumultuous or riotous meetings of the 
** populace, which may hereafter arife; being fatisfied 
** that zny future diforders will proceed only from the 
** wicked views of had and dejigning men," a very hand- 
{f)ft\t, although iodir^, compliment to the good^iews 
of the &ri^r ^eli^iearfirfg Rioters* . A iblemn promifff 
had been made in the nam^ of government to the mob 
by ch^ « Lord Jujilee CHeriy that no bili in fevoor of 

the 

** dignatlon in the ftrongeil terms ; and as the i^ aA had beeir read fome time be^ 
*' fore, only waited Lord Provoft's (H^aiitr Hmmkm**) otdan to Mpd force by force^ 
*' and favc the Houfe. 

** When his Grace faw what the mo& was 'mtendingi he defir^ the Lard frtv^ft 
** to give him leave to a£)i with the neceflary vigooTy and undertook, if he was al- 
<<i«m'ed| to prevent aE fiitore mifchiirfr btit thisfebw bsmg regi9f<sd, he ruOied 
^* among the mob, and took five prlfoners ^'ah his o%vn hami, whom he dejivered t» 
" his men, but the Lord Prvucft immediarely defitfed they might be releafed. Uport 
«^his bis gryce replied, that being there as a miUtafy man, under itie command ol 
**fiv6 civil n^ilrate, he wpuki noff&leaik (hem without ex)>i«i^ offdersr Tho<t 
" orders bis Lordjhp immediately gave, and tlie prlfoners were releafecL 

'« Hay, ftraw, tar barrets, and other combuftibte matter, wHSch^ the mob had al-' 
<< ready prepared* were fet on fire in diiSei*ent parts of the Ifoo^ r which^ wheff 
** Major Sir James Johnfton perceived, he immediately ordered ibmc of his men t* 
" force their way into the Houfe, and extinguilh the f^mes. This they chearfiiUy 
'< did, and in a Ihort time had almoft gtit tlie fire uikler ;^but t6e Pfvi^^ieeing this^ 
<< defired Sir James to recaU bis men. The Major expi'eifed his ut«u>lt furpriae at 
'* fuch orders, and rcfiifed to recall them, unlefs hit Lordjbip (hoiild give him pofitjve* 
*' orders to do fo. The m'ders were immediately given, the men were withdrawn,! 
** the flames foon prevailed^ and m a fhort time tlie whole houfe was reduced to 
** aihes, with the beft part of the furniture of five families who dwelt in it.'' Pages 
»*> *3> 24' 

A I>ey of Algiers ofl^rtetl to burn his capital for-haf the ftim, lyhich t^c.Bom^ 
bardmcnt of it by Louis XIV. would coft j but a Lord Prttmjf of Edinburgh i» thfls' 
firft Chriflian raagilh^te who gave direaions, as an incendiary, for the progi efs 
of devouring flames in his capit.il. If a Lord Mayor of London had a^ed in this 
manner, he would mofl alfuredly iiav« held up hit hapd at tlie Old Baily, and bec% 
capitally conviftcd. 

♦ By the Right Hon. Lord Jufiice CUrk, Edinburgh, Feb. 12, 177^. 

This day a letter was received from L-rd nfioimi fTiymouth, his Majcf^'s Princi- 
pal Secretary f)fSute for the Soxuhern department^ dated St, Jajncs's, Feb. 8, 1779, 

Shidrell«d 
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the Scdttiih Roman Catholics fiiould be brought mto 
fhe Houfe of Commons this feffion. Is it polfible, Sir^ 
to imagine a more ignominious furrcnder of the dtg- 
liity of Parliament, or a more pcrfedfe annihilation df 
iour legilhtive rights ? A Britifli Parliament is con- 
trolled in their proceedings by an Edinburgh mob, and 
we are forbid even begiiimtig an a<^ of juftice and hu- 
manily hy ail i^s^raiit ktiA infofent mbb, by a mad and 
iawlcfs rabble. The public faith, pledged in the moft 
folemn manner hy government to the I^oman Catholics 
pf Scotland, is groffly violated- The Attorney General 
was proceeding capitally againft Tome rioters, who, in 
^he general joy for the triumph of virtue and bravery 
over malice and perfecution, had broken windows in 
this metropolis ; yet the mob of Edinburgh, who had 
pulled down ind fet fire to houfes, and totally ruined 
.{bme itmoeent individuals^ are uaoociced by the law o^ 
ficers of the Crown. Inftead of puniihment, they meet 
;^p{5latt& ; they obtain |the obyedt for which they had 
riotoufly affembled. England, Sir, has relaxed her pe- 
pal law's againft the Roman Catholics. Ireland has re- 
laxed her penal laws; Wiiit Scotland obftinately refufes, 
although her penal laws are much more barbarous than 
thofe of the other two kingdoms *. It becomes then 

the 

A<Wreflfeil to t»rd jujlice Clerk, in which, after infbrming him of the indifpofition of 
fhe Earl of Suflfolk, to whom, as Secretary of State for the Northern aepartment, 
Lwd Jufiite C'erk't letters had been addreffc*!, and after cxprefling great concern for 
the alarms which had been raifed in the minds of the people of Scotland, upon tae 
fubjei5t of an intended repeal o( the laws againft Papifts, his Lordftiip giv s the m Jl 
ptfuive itjfurance, that no fucb biilis intended t9 be brought into Parliament bj any wum^ 
ber 0/ Government, or by any other perfon known to his Lordihip, and defires Lord 
Jufttce Oak immediately to take fuch courfe as he (hall judge moft expedieiu to 
<liuct the minds of all ranks of jieople on that fubjedl. Tho. Miller. 

* The kirk of Scotland appears to be a cenforious, ill-bred, abufive, perfecuting 
pruile, wlio can give nobot^y a good word. She is always talking againft her fifter 
«f England, a fobcr, decent matron, whom ihe reviles for wearing clean white 
4incn, and liftcning to the ^refane organ. But the greatcft objeft of her rage is a 
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trhe wifdom and juftice of Parliament in this crifis to 
aft with fpirit. The condudl of adminiftration appears 
to me highly criminal^ and the legiilatyre ought there- 
fore to imerftre. Every government owes proteftion 
to its ful^jedh, or forfeits their allegiance. When I am 
informed that the peaceable and loyal Roman Catho- 
Jics of Scotland find no fecurity even in their capital for 
their lives and property, I do not hefitate to affert that 
th?ye is ^ diflblution of all Gpyermn?nt. 



Votes of April 20, 1779. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the 
whole Houfe upon the Bill for the further relief of Pro- 
tejlant dijfenting minifters and fchoolmajters. 

Frederick Montague, Efq; member for Higham 
Ferrers, took the chair of the committee. 

Mn Wilkes f^d, 

Mr. Montague, 

I am a fteady friend to religious liberty and the right 
of private judgmental and therefore \ hope to fee this 
l>ill go through the committee, unclogged by either of 
the tefls propofed by the noble * Lord in the blue rib- 
fc4u4> 9^^ ^lic hqnourable -f gentleman i^ear him. Nei* 

llaunting Itsilian lady, with whom Ihe is in a real ftatc of war&re. She woiil4 not 
pnly tear all the fine cloaths from her back, but (he would tear the latly herfclf timb 
fcooi limb. She delights in the fbuleft and moll opprobrious exprefiions, and on fc^ 
}emn occaTionS} a$ weU as in common •oaverfation,, calls her Wborcy and the Wbvr^ 
^Babylon. 

♦ Lord North. 

:fc Slf Henry Ho^hton^ Baronet, Member for Preftoot 
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ther of them has advanced a fyllable to prove the claiii3ir 
of the civil magiftrate to interpofe in matters of pri- 
vate opinion,^ to qvef-rule the rights of confcience, or 
to didtate a creed for the reft of the community. I deny 
that the civil magiftrate has the leaft concern with the 
falvation of fouls, or that any power of that nature is 
delegated to him. Men affemble in fociety only for 
the fecurity of their civil rights, for the prefervation and 
poffeflion of Ijfe, liberty, houfes, goods, eScGts, all 
kinds of property. The magiftrate is therefore armed 
with the whole force of the ftate to affift the weak 
^gainft the violence of the ftrong. Here his power 
ends. It need not, it cannot be carried further. My 
faith, whether robuft or feeble, muft depend on the 
perfuafion of my own mind, on the ftrength or Weak* 
ncfs of my ynderftariding, on the convifStion, which 
reafoning may operate. A perfpn cannot be privileged 
to think and examine matters of faith to be believed 
by another. So far only as I know, can I giv^ a full 
•flent. Some gentleman near me are miftaken, when 
they talk in fo confidential a ftrain of the fincerity and 
certainty of their faith, for no man could ever adtually 
believe every thing in the 39 articles, becaufe no man 
cver>could underftand* the whole. In eyery unintelli- 
gible propofition, it is impoffible to decide as to the 
truth or falfehood. Vain felf-love makes a bigot think 
any opinion different from his own to be herefy, but 
every man is undoubtedly orthodox to himfelf. The 
power of compulfion in points of faith wpujd lead to 
the enacting of error no lefs than of truth. Such a 
.claim is attended with this plain abfurdityj, that th^ci- 
yil magiftrate muft every wheye have the fame jurifdic- 
;io^, and that the Tole right of judging muft be in him. 
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I ihall th^tdhtc be comnianiied at London to fub&nib^ 
the QU and New Tejiament; but if I were born in the 
latitude of Conftantinoplc, the Mufiy might equally 
Qlaim. my belief of the Koran. If I were a native of 
Indofian^ the Veidam^ the Gentoo creed, apd the OrcUnd- 
thns (^ the Pundits, muft be acknowledged of di- 
vine authority; but in the north, ^11 the various na- 
tions of the old Scandinavia^ would have held out to me 
the infpired Edda, ox Jyfiem af Runic mythology *. Thq 
civil magiftr^e can clearly have no right to prefcribe 
error ; and we fee how infinitely it varies, while trutli is 
fimple as well as uniform. It cannot then depend on 
the magiftrate to enaft truth, for we find how fallible 
he is, that he often enacts error, and no man will afifert 
that I ought to be compelled to embrace error. But, 
Sir, no other nian can think and determine for me in 
matters of confcience. The fame ^rgqment, which 
brings cqnvidlion to the mind of onp man, often ope- 
rates very feebly on another, Jf I am not convinced, 
can I fairly aflent or believe ? Or am I to be compelle4 
to the declaration of a falihood^ Theportion of realbn 
which God has ^\v^n every man, qan alone decide for 
-him OB the truth or Falfhood of any propofition held 
out to him by another. By his own reafon alone can" 
he judge, and will he be judged. 

* An impudent Frenchman has caUcU the eftahlilhed religion, of. every country-j 

Voltaiie has placed this in a ftroi^g point of ridicple in his Epitn su J?ei de hr 
Chine. ' '■ '...:' ^ . .;. ..i;.v ;. . . . . ; . ... it 

Quand la troupe ecarlate a Rome a £ait un choix> 
L'eluy fut-ii un fct^ eft <i^s-]brs infaillible. '♦ 

Paris rinde le Veidam, et dans Londres la Bible, ^ 
A I'hopital des fbiis ont'toge plus d'efprits, 
(jue Gf izel n*a troqv^ iiJe dupes a Paris, 

lam 
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♦ I nm tt a lofs to guefs on what prcteite,* tecept th6 
fujft of power, in fome countries the civil msfgiftiratfe 
has ufurped the claim of decreeing articles of fiith for 
the reft of the community. If I am a good fubjeft of 
fhe State, loyal to the Prince and zealous for the wel- 
fare o£ my country, is not the great end of my affoci- 
ating in civil fociety fully anfwered? 1 have ftlpu- 
lated for proteftion to my perfbn and property from the 
laws, and the return is obedience to them. I am to defend 
the Stale, which defends me; but has this the leaft 
connexion with my believing the religion of another 
man, with any mode of faith ? In all cafes where the 
public weal is not interefted, I preferve my natural li- 
berty. Four or five French wits fome years ago facri- 
ficed a g6at to Bacchus, They had a right to make a 
purnt-ofFeringof their own ^(7ii^ to whom they pleafed; 
to eat any part of it themfelves, and confume the reft, 
Recording to their private caprice. But if a man 
ihould attempt to facrifice his fon to Molock, the ci- 
vil magiftrate ought to interpofe, and punilh not the 
Sacrifice, but the foul murder. The diftindion is clear 
and founded in reafon. The one is a foolifli, but harn> 
3efs aft, not attended by injury to any perfon. The 
other is a l^orrid breach of the neceffary police of every 
ftate, a violation of a moft important law. The great 
Locke puts a iRmilar cafe : "If any people congre- 
** gated 43pon account of religion, ihould be defirous to 
^* facrifice a calf, I deny that they ought to be prohibited 
" by a law. Melibc^uSy whofe calf it is, may lawfully 
^' kill his calf at home, and burn any part of it he 
f * thinks fit. For no injury is done to any one, no 
^* prejudice to another man's goods. And for the fame 
If reafon he may kill his calf alfo in a religious man- 
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^^ ner. But if the intercft of the commonwealth 'r^ 
^^ quired all flaughtcr of beafts fliouM be forborn for 
*^ fomc time, in order to the encreafing of the ftock of 
^^ cattle, that had been deftroyed by fome extraordi- 
^* nary murrain ; who fees not that the magiftrate, in 
<* fuch a cafe, may forbid all his fubjeds to kill any 
^* calves for any ufe whatfoever ?'* 

Such, Sir, are the found principles of toleration; and 
yet Locke was fo alarmed by the bigotry and ran- 
corous oppofition of the Oxford Tories, ihen too in high 
credit, that he did not venture to fpeak out, and to ar- 
gue with all the powers of his enlarged underftanding. 
He fays, that he would tolerate the idolater, not the 
Atheift, I cannot affign any caufe of difference, fup- 
pofing each to be equally a peaceable fubjedt, Wai 
David Hume,, the profeffed Atheift, one of the moft 
humane of our fpccies, an irreproachable denizen, not 
to be allowed to refide quietly in his own Houfe? 
Could fuch a profcription come from a Locke ? Can a 
man forfeit all his franchiles for a miftaken point of 
fpeculation? As to the Atheift being admitted into 
places of truft or profit, ibat is a further confideration, 
Locke argues, *^ that promiffs, covenants, and oaths, 
*^ which are the bonds of human fociety, can have no 
*^ hold upon an Atheift." I admit the obfervation as 
to oa^hs, moft Ihockingly multiplied among us on every 
occafion. Perhaps penalties of a heavy nature might 
be as efFedtual with mankind in general. The reafori- 
ing does not hold good as to promifes and covenants. 
This is the doftrine of mere violence. I would not. 
Sir, perfecute even the Atheift *V I think he has a 

i* There is a beauiiful palTagc in the fccond book of Efdras, ch. I. ver. 22, '23. 
Thus faith the Almighty Lord, When je toere in tbt wiUerne/tf in the river of* tbf 
j^pffiriUi, htirg atbrrfif atid bh/pbemitifr my nasuc^ I gave you uo$ fir» fur your ^hfpU" 
ai(itfi| bui^C0/l a tru in tkt v«Mr, §Md mad$ the river J%ueet. 

right; 
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right to toleration, and, for jny dwn part, I pity him, 
for J:ie wants the confolation, which I enjoy *, 

I would fupport the fublime dome of St. Paul's, but 
I would pot deftroy ^ beautiful Fantbeon, I wiih to 
fee rifing in the neighbourhood of a Chriftian cathe- 
dral, near its gothic towers, the minaret of a Turkilh 
mofque, a Ghinefe pagoda, and Jewiih fynagpgue; 
with a temple of the fuq, if any PerCans could be found 
to inhabit this ifland, and worlhip in this gloomy cli- 
mate, the God of their idolatry. The fole bufinefs of the 
magiftrate is to take care that they did not perfecute one 
another, iov priejls of qll religions are the fame. I fpeak 
not individually, but generally, as too fond of power, 
ambitious, grafping at wealth, honours, and preferment, 
luxurious, indolentj^ intolerant. Even the toleration a£l 
appears to me incomplete, and in a degree to breathe 
the fpirit of perfecution. I agree with the honourably 
'f' gentleman who fppke laft, that ic has gre^t need of 
amendment. Ther^' is an abfqrd intolerance remaining 
even in that aft, as if nothing human could be perfeft,. 
as aftronomers remark fpots in the fun. One of the 
plaufes enafts, that it Jhall fjot extend to give any eafe, 
kenefiy or advantage, to any perfon that fl^all deny, in his 
preaching or writing, the doSrine of the hlejfed Trinity , as 
ft is declared in the aforefaid articles, that is, the thirty- 

* Voltaire fayfi in a letter to a fiiendy Nov. io> 1770, Je yous fais bien bat 
gre dc r^proiwer I'^tbtifme, ct d'aimer ce vers, 

Si Dieu n'exiflait pas^ il faudr^t i'inventer. 
Je fuis rarement content de mes vers^ mais j'avoue que j'ai une tendreiTe de p^ 
pour celui-la. 

Les ennemis des caufes finales m'ont toikjours paru plus hardis que raifonnablec 
^'ils rencontrent des cheviUes et des. trous, lis ^vquent fans hefiter que les uoes ool 
^te £futes pour les ^itres^ et ils ne veulent pas que \e foleil foit £ut pour les pU* 
j^etes, &c. &c 

f Thomas Powys, EjRi. ^cn>ber for Northamptonihirc^ 
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fpfett attidei. NbW> Sir> iiiatty IdkhUi itiiil pious mi£|; 
have been of opinion^ thac th^ AlUdhAfiin ieStxiT^ of 
^he Trinity, ei^i^lMd to beWUevtd bjf the thirtj-nine 
i^iticles, is ^xxtOi polytheifm. It is ceirt^ii?Jy a fpfeciila- 
tive opinicm> uninterefting to the wdf^e of the torn- 
tinunity^ an4 therefore I oiigfait to be left at liberty to 
tefeft or a4opt it^ actbrdin^ to the ftrengch or weak- 
Mft of my private jedgmeht. NonjKthlliadcling the 
ptefem forbearance of the chuitH> which We are ndw 
Reminded of, we kriow fjrom iuch exarhplds as Wbiftf^n^ 
Clarkti and Hpadty^ that eren in this cehtitry good 
tod eiiemplary nfied have foflered per&fcuf ion on ac* 
covmt of this very doftrinej^ and various fpecies of pre* 
tended herefy^ who werfe prefefved merely by the iiih 
terpoiition of the hutnane tilers of the flace* 

According to the prefenc fyftem of laws^ there i^ 
ftot only a real perfecution of the Proteftant djflenting 
minifters, but a direft invafioti of the natural rights of 
the laity, of every man who has the happinefs of a 
father's name in this country. I fuppofe, Sir, it will 
be readily admitted, that the good education of chil- 
dren is the moft important duty of every parent^ I 
will then fuppofe, as I am told is actually the cafe of 
a noble Lord * diftinguiflied for his great political 
knowledge, and refined tarte in the polite arts, that a 
father is of opinion a certain Diflenting Clergyman 
will educate his fon better than any other perfon. It 
becomes then the duty of a father, under fuch a per- 
fuafion, to commit the education of his fon to that 
tutor. Is he then to fubjeft the Diflenting Clergyman 
fo the moft ridiculous, reftraints, not to come within fve 
miles of a city^ town corporate , or borough^ unkfs only in 

. * It is thous*^ that this alludes to Lord Shclburnc and Dr. Pneflley. 
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flitifing upon 4h^ foad^ ortmlefi r^quii^^'kxUg'^fmffi^f 
to mfrifonment withwJit bail or mainpriziSy or to he^v^ 
pcmdary penalkei? w i^ he l^vk^sjite tjt^ ftfongeft v^i 
jimaions of ijiatwe I I will ve»?vfe, Sir, to aiErm^ 
tjiat there are not in Ejfcirope men ^ n>9se lil^eM i4^5^ 
more general kuowiedge^ rnor-e ^tixa?^!^ underfead- 
ipg, and in all rej[pe6t$ i^n better c^Icn^ed to forpii 
the riiang gedei^tion, to give^ the ftate wj|e and vkti)r; 
ous citizenks, than the do&<;»:s Price^ Pned;l^yjL (uiiii 
Kippts* Yet the rod of p^pfeoution hi^gs over th^og^ 
by ^ fingle thread, if they do not fohAnPibe fbirty^^fifi^ 
articles and a, half pf ouf chuucfe, . A merc^na?y i^ 
former, or a Wind zealot,, n^y bring under the h&i of 
t}ie law, men, who do honour to the agie in which w^ ' 
l;ye, and the moil ^h^ndpned of our fpecies have i^i 
now in their power tO; perfccuto virtue and geniusi^' 
when exerted for the benefit of n^ai>)5iiiid. 

The noble JLord in the blue ribband, and tbi* 
honpurable gentleman near hipi, with a curious in«4 
coniiftency, are for aboliihing^ <s:te religious teft, an4 
Xubftituting between then> twp Pther5, for each prpn 
pofes a different teft to be added to this bill, I zw; 
againft the old teft ; and whqn we have gpt rid of tlw^j 
my voice will never be for freft Ihackles^ on tender coQrv 
fciences. 1 maintain the dodrine of the magiffrate noti 
havii)^ a ri^t to interfere, e^ept to preserve thft 
peace and order of fociety, and. to prpteft our civijfe 
rights. Are the thirty-nine articles counciSed as tgt 
doftrinal points with the civil duties or rights of th^ 
fiabjeiQ: ? Certainly not. Whence then can arife th© '^* 
right of compulfion to the fubfcription of them ? Th^^ 
are even heftile to civil liberty, and- therefpre unfit t« 
k impofed pn the fubjeds of a free ftate. The artich 
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which fenjoins the Homilies to be received as a gddty afid 
v)holefome doRrine will be confidercd as a libel on thlS 
free conftitution by every man who has read the lihinily 
againji reMliort. That Homily declares, (hat, for con- 
science fake, we jnuft fubmit to a *^ Caligula^ a Cldu-- 
'^ diiiSj or a Nero^ foolijh rulers ^ or moft cruel tyrants ^ 
Theft was the Revolution Unjuft. Is a free-born Eng- 
lilhman to be called upon t6 fubfciribe a doftrine, which 
Ho man in Turkey believes or afts upon ? Abfurditics 
will in vain be preached and enjoined. In every ex-^ 
treme cafe we find Nature! refumes her rights, and Juf- 
tice triumphs, in one country by the bow-Jiring^ in 
another by the axe. All points of fpeculative dodtrincJ 
ought to be equal to the civil magiftrate. Will it bd 
afferted that a perfon, who believes only in the Divine 
Unity, and whofe religious worfhijii is reftridted to the 
one fole felf-exifteiit Creator, may not be as faithful a 
fubjeft, as another who believes the Athanafiad doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and pays divine honours to in- 
ferior, to derived beings. They both may contribute! 
equally to the enormous taxes, which the noble Lord 
5s year after year enforcing for this iniquitous and ac- 
curfed American war. So far both ought to be held 
in the fame eftimation by our political rulers. Is a per- 
fon to be deemed faftious for not believing the fubjec- 
tion of every individual of the human race to everlaft-. 
ing damnation for a crime to whicih he was not con- 
fenting, committed before his exiftence ? May I not 
hold the univerfality and impartiality of the divine 
goodnefs, if I live peaceably, and obey the laws of mV 
country ? Surely, Sir, a good fubjeft may doubt that 
every man is of his own nature inclined to evil^ and that 
every perfon born into this world defervetb God's wrath 

and 
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4fid damnation. I may be zealous for the Proteltant fud- 
<!effion in the Houfe of Hanover, and yet nor believe 
that the laft fweet prince of that illuftrious line, the very 
young Oaavius, had in fo few days abode among 
us deferved God*s wrath and damnation. Upon my 
tvord. Sir, the' doftrine of fome, who call themfelves 
orthodox, and deal out damnation fo liberally, mafces^ 
an humane man tremble. Let us no longer think of 
impofing thefe, or aiiy other, articles of faith. Ilxpe- 
rience tells us, that terrors and rewards may create^ 
temporary profelytes and hypocrites, but reafon only 
can make a iGncere convert. It is high time to pro-' 
claim religious liberty in its. full extent to a people, 
who have long abjured the fpiritual tyranny of Rome. 
The honourable gentleman near the noble Lord fays, 
that he " is for the declaration againji Popery^ becaufe 
^^ it. is a civil teft, and as fuch it forms a claufe of the 
'^ bill on our table/* There is not. Sir, In that ^^r&.^ 
ration a fingle fyllable refpedting the civil rights of 
mankind. 'Tenets of religion only are laid down in' 
that declaration. The words of it are, ^* I do believe 
^^ that in the facrament of the Lord's Supper there is '" 
^^ not any tranfubftantiation of the elements of bread' 
^^ and wine into the body and blood of Chrlft, at or ' 
" after the confecration thereof by any perfon what- 
*^ foever ; and that the invocation or adoration of the 
** Virgin' Mary, or any other faint, and the facrifite' 
'^ of the mafs, as they are now \ifed in ^he church of 
^^ Rome, are fuperftitious and idolatrous." Thefe, Sir," 
are merely controverted paints of fpeculation, with which 
the magiftrate is not concerned, except as aa individual, 
as a private Chriftian, They cannot affedt the public 
peace, or fafety oftheftate. A Roman Catholic may bcf 
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ltev€ tbefe^ or |)urgitory, auricular contcffxoa, cxtieaiii 
un)6tk>o> and otker dofbrinal points; yet if he will tak^ 
what is really a civil tefi, the oath prcfcribed by the Ad 
cif laJOt year, that '* he denies tl>c pope, or any othei^ 
^ foreign prince having any temporal or civil jurif- 
•* diftion, powct^ fuperiority, or pre^-eminence, di- 
•* rc£Uy or indireftly, within the reahn,. and that he 
^ will be faithful^ and bear true allegiance,*' which 
the moft refpoftable Roman CatlM>lics have donei 
be then has a claim to the fame civil immunities, 
with all other- fubjeds. I wifh not to bSend; but 
I declare that I ani forry the Roman Catholic has 
liQt the, enjoyment of every franchife which is claimed 
by his fellow-fubjefts, on the fame terms of alle-* 
gianfio,. and giving the fame fecurity to the ftate. Gen- 
ttfirtjen feem furprifed, but it appears to me, by thai 
qath -the Roman Catholic diredly abjures the imperiutA 
ininiperip^ gives fecurity for the public peace, and aV 
Iftws.the magiftrqtfi all the power, whichthe great pur-* 
ppifes of fpciety confer upon him. I plead his caufe,, 
hecaufe I think it that of religious liberty, and the 
rights of private confcience, no lefs than the caufe of 
all. Proteftant diffenters. I believe I may do it with- 
out fufpicion ; for no man, who ever .continued fo 
long at Rome and in Italy, was ever lefs fufpefted of 
bei^g tainted with the errors of Popery*. ReligioDL 
ibould teach us the moft refined humanity, and all her 
m^s &ould be peace. The bigot is feldom the vir^ 
tuous, the mcek^ the amiable, or the learned cha*- 
rafter ** 

• Oiir fathers muft have been amazed to find that tbe greateft fticklers for Che 
clAtt'ch in their times were Dr. SacbevenH and Nell Gttynn, wbofe luneral fer- 
mg», or rather paoegyrick, was preached by Tentfou, afterwards archbilhop 
of Canterbury. _ 
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The noble Lord in the blue ribband propofes another 
tcfty an oath of being a Chriftian, a Proteftant, and 
believing the Holy Scriptures, us fever ally received 
among ProteJiantSf to be the word of God* The fame 
objeftion lies to the compulfion of this, as of any other 
crcoi, becaufe it is acknowledging the ufurped power 
of the magiftrate. Is human authority to give the 
fandtion of a revelation from God to books of divine 
in{pir^tion ;? Are all Proteft^nt churches agreed as to 
the canon of Holy Scripture, as to the purity of the 
facred text ? In the Old Teftament are the Songs of So- 
lomon univerfally adopted as infpired writings by all 
Proteftants ? The exquifite poetry of them will always 
be admired ; but fome fober Chriftians have doubted 
whether the fpirit of godlinefs and true devotion was 
to be found in many of the, lux;urious wanton defcrip- 
tions in thp Eaftern ftyle. It has been objefted, that 
they rather fuggefted too fenfual ideas, and that the 
colouring was too warm. In the l^rjo Tejlameniy the 
epiftle of St. Jude has been doubted of as part of the 
infpired writings, from the account of Michael the 
archangel contending with the Devil about the body of 
Mofes. Are our own divines univerfally agreed about 
the -authenticity of all the books received as Holy 
Writ ? Have no doubts been entertained by them even 
of the Gofpel of St. Matthew, as we have it in the 
Greek ? We find then, that this propofition of the 
noble Lord is by no means, like his propofitions for 
taxes, clear and precife, to fubfcribe the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as received by Proteftants^ for it is not yet fet- 
tled which are the canonical books. If all Proteftants 
were agreed as to the authenticity of the volumes, 
yet another difficulty would occur* Is the text in fo 
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pure a (late that I am certain it was dldtated hf the 
wifcft and bcft of beings, that it is truly the word of 
God? We all know of the thirty thoufand various read- 
ings in the New Teftament, fome of them confeffedly 
important ; and moft of the Biihops have encouraged a 
learned Divine of our Church, Dr^ Kcnnicott, to ex- 
amine the various manufcripts of the Old Teftament, 
to reftorc the genuine reading of the Hebrew text* 
It is not therefore perfedt, and donfequently ought 
not to be impofcd as the faultlefs work of the Author 
of every good and perfedl gift. The indefatigable 
Doftor has already difcovered many thoufand various 
readings in the Hebrew, and it will be lucky if he 
does not double the number of the Greek. Our claf-* 
ficai Diocefan candidly confeffes the various imper- 
feftions, the corruptions^ the perhaps wilful^ miftakes of 
copyifts, the additions and interpolations of the Hebrew 
text, in his excellent kdures, DefacraPoeftHebra- 
crum, and in the judicious Dijfertation on Ifaiab ; nor 
docs he conline himfelf to that fublime prophet. The 
fame remarks are made on a great variety of paffages 
in almoft all the books of the O^d Teftament. We 
ought .not then to be called upon to fubfcribe every 
tuTor of a copyift, every interpolation of an ignorant 
writer, as the immediate infpiration of the Holy Ghoft.- 
, The idea of impofingthis teft, Sir, the noble Lord, 
probably as a complaifant chancellor, has adopted from 
the petition of the Univerfity of Oxford* Their coil- 
duft has ^been uniform, to abridge, on every occafion, 
as far as they could, both religious and civil liberty* 
The noble Lord is defervedly at their head. Their 
filler JJniverfity has more liberal and enlarged fenti- 
ixi^'wtii Cambridge refufed to petition againft a clear 
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Vight of their brethren ; but Oxford perfeveres in 
the fatal maxims of arbitrary power in church and 
ftate. The Oxford decree of 1683 ^^^1 remains un- 
repealed *. It is entered in ferpetuam ret memoriam in 
the regiftry of the convocation, and publickly affixed 
in the halls, libraries, and refedtories. It not only 
condemns every principle which can juftify the glo* 
rious Revolution y but tvtxi felfprefervationy as a funda- 
mental law of nature^ is declared to be a Propojition 
falfej feditiousj and impious. In 1685, the Univerfity 
of Oxford acknowledged, in a folemn recognition, 
James 11. to be fovereign, without any refiriElions or li- 
mitations. No wonder. Sir, that from this poifoned 
fource have flowed the moft polluted ftreams* Uncon* 
ditional fuhmijfton from our American brethren, is na- 
turally exafted by men who have been taught that a 
king of England is not a limited monarch, but a fo- 

* The Oxfisrd Detrti of 1683 ftill^ indeed^ remains unrcpuUJt but not unbumt 
by the comition hangman. 

EiCtraa from the " Journals of the Hoiife of Lords, voL XIX. page 122. 
Diejovis, 23^ Martii, 1709. 

The Houfe taking into confideratioa a judgement and dicrei of the Univerfity of 
Oxford f pafled in their Convocation, thei one and twentieth of July one thoufand 
fix hundred ami eighty-three, given in evidence by Doctor Henry ^achevereli at his 
Irial, upon the impeachment of the Houfe of Commons, and thereupon lately re- 
printed : It is refolvedy by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament af« 
fembledy That the faid judgement and dtcrte contains in it feveral^o/fr/om, contrary 
to the cmjlituiiom of this kingdom^ and dtflrit&ivt to the Prottjlant Jucctffion^ as by law 
eftibHOied. 

It is thenBupon Orpirid, by the Lor^s Spiritual and Tetopoi^al in Parliament 
a0erobled, that the faid judgement and decree, lately printed and puhliihed in a book 
or pamphlcty intituledi •* An ontire eoafutatiw of Mr. Hoadly's Bwk of the Original cf 
*' Govemmtntf taken front tbo London GamUte, publijhed by aufborky, L^rd^n, rt' 
*• printed in ibeyear i^io," Ihall be burnt by the hands of the common hangman, 
in the prefence of the Sheriffs of London and Middlefex, dt the fame time and 
place, when and where the fermoQ« of I>o6'tor Henry Sachtvercll are ordered to be 
burnt. ' 

Tothe SheriA- ot Londaa'^d Muldlffex* 
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vereign wUBout any rejlriiiions or timtations. It is 
lucky for England that all our generals and admirals 
were unable to enforce it in the new World. The Ox- 
ford petition on our table exprefsly complains, that 
4 be Bill does not provide that Minijlers and Schoolmajlers 
Jhall make any profej/ion whatever of their belief in the 
fundamental doHrines ofCbriJUanity, or even the authority 
of the Holy Scriptures^ and prays, that the BHl may not 
be permitted to pafs into a law m the unlimited form it tjoas 
at frft propofed. What the fundamental doilrines of 
Cbrijtianity are,, and what is the canoa of the Holy 
SeriptureSy the Univerfity left to their Chancellor*,, 
and bis majority in this Houfe to determine. The A A 
of lad year in favour of the Roman Catholics extended 
to " Papifts, or perfons profeffing the Popifli reli- 
" gion, and keeping fchool, or taking upon them- 
" felves the education, or govercment, or boarding 
^* of youth ;" and yet Oxford did not petition, al- 
though there was no religious teft, no fubfcription ta 
the Holy Scriptures impofed \>y that Adt. The pre- 
fent Aft is " for further relief of Proteftant diffenting 
^^ minifters and fchoolmafters," and a- teft is infifted 
upon for our Proteftant brethren. Whence this marked 
partiality and tendernefs to the Roman Catholics > 
this ungenerous treatment of Proteftant s ? Are the Ro- 
man Catholics thought fo generally tories, and the 
Diffenters vvhigs, that a political friendftiip at Oxford 
is formed with tiie firft, and an ill-diflembled rancour 
feems to prevail againft our Proteftant brethren ? 

A Bill- fimilar to this p'affed the Irilh- Parliament in 
1 7 19, a critical period, in which religious toleration 
was not fo well underftood as at prefent. The peace 

♦ Lord North is ChaaceUorof the Uuiverfity of Oxford. 
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of our neighbouring kingdom. was not endangered by 
chat relief given to a worthy body of men, nor in a 
courfe of fixty years has the lead inconvenience been 
fuggefted for an attempt at its repeal. Here then is 
a forcible argument from fad, that all the imaginary 
mifchiefs fuggefted by gentlemen againft the Church 
of England, as bemg again in danger from the Bill, 
deferve no attention. This Bill can afFeft neither the 
exiftence nor the profperity of the Church. It leaves 
all archbiihopricks, bifliopricks, fat deanries, and gol- 
den prebends, to their lucky poffeffors. It only fe- 
cures the Diflenters from perfecution. They do not 
afk for the fabrick of a fingle filver fhrine of D/'^»^. 
They acquiefce under the State patent granted to 
pthers. 

Sir, I contend for the moft general and unlimited tole- 
?ration, and I wifh the Bill ftill tndre extended, to take 
in all fefts and all religions. An univerfal toleration 
might, in a good degree, anfwer the important pur- 
pofes of a general naturalization till. It might recruit 
this unpeopled and impoverilhed empire. After the 
infinite drains of this American war, the prodigious 
wafte of blood and trcafure, and we are ftill bleeding 
at every vein, it might call under the mild proteftion 
of our laws numberlefs inhabitants from every part of 
the world. It might pour frefli vigour into a weak 
and feeble nation, nearly exhaufted,' and almoft fink- 
ing under a variety of opprefli6ns. The wifeft prince 
in Europe has found this theory confirmed by a long 
happy experience. The king of Praflia has faid, le 
faux zele eft un tyran qui depeuple les Provinces. La io^ 
lerance eft une tendre mere qui les rtndflorijf antes ^ Hol- 
land owes its rank among the firft ftates of Europe to 
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one finglc circumllancc, civil and religious liberty 
flouriihing fo greatly in the United Provinces. By 
this flie has rifen to an amazing height of power. in 
the worft climate, and under every natural difadvan- 
tage. In a commercial light let us be inftruded by 
the wary Hollander, that the direft road to popula- 
tion and wealth, is entire fecurity, and freedom of 
private judgement, to every peaceable inhabitant. I 
have obferved in fome parts of Europe, that divine fer- 
vice to the fame Deity is performed in the fame church 
by the Roman Catholics in the morning, and the Pro- 
teftants in the evening, and that they live together in 
perfedt harmony. Surely then. Sir, Proteftants of all 
denominations might be on equal te«ms of good-will 
and charity to each other. Peace on earth and good-will 
towards nien^ are the beft political maxims for fociety ; 
and if we go further^ we are told that the tares Jhould 
he fuffered to grow with the wheat till the harvejl,. 

The progrefs of knowledge in almoft every ^lation 
has foftened the rigour of their laws refpeftin^ reli- 
gious worlhip, or at leaft has, in a degree, fufpended 
their execution,, Scotland alone excepted, Sonie have 
adopted a general princip.le of toleration. France ha? 
a Proteftant at the head of her finances *, The laft 

* There is a remarkable circumftance with refpedl to the prefent ftate of the 
J*ws in France, related in the fecond volume of " Voyages en differens pays de 
Hl'Enrope en 1774, i775,.& 1776. A La Haye 1777," page 387. 

<* La feigneiirie de Picq\iigny, qui appartenoit auparavant au Due de Chaunes, 
** et qiii eft r-ne des plus confic^raWes terres de la France par les prerogatives qui 
** lui font attachces, par le nomhre d'habitans qu'elle contient, par la quantite de 
<•' paroiffes et de fiefs qui en relcvent, fipyartient aftucUement a un Juif Allenand 
" Venn de Holla nde, et le Sieur Cat-ncr^ qui ell cet heureux Hebreux, y exerce 
^' tons les droits qu'avoit exerce avant lui le Due de Chaunes : il confere, a qui boo 
'«'lni femble, les Cires qui en dependent, et il Qree des Chaaoines dans I'EgUfe Epif" 
*< co^iile d'Amient^^ dont il eil Vicomtc" 
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diet of Sweden, by the unanimous confent of all the 
orders, granted a full toleration. Even the clergy- 
preached it as found doftrin? no lefs of the Church 
than of the State. I hope a fpirit of wifdom will go-^ 
vern this Houf?, ^nd make us embrace the prefent 
aufpicious n^on^ent of cpnyincing all foreign nations, 
that this ifland will be the afylum of perfecuted re- 
ligion and virtue. Among our greateft glorjes let 
it be recorded, that every foreigner as well as native 
here, in full fecurity, enjoys all the natural rights of 
mankind, and the irieftimable privileges bf civil and 
religious liberty, unclogged by penal tefts* This BUI, 
fuppofing it to pafs without the tefts, is laying a folid 
foundation, on which a fair fuperftruftur^ may be 
raifed, and therefore I give it my hearty fupport *. 

# In cpnfeqi^ence of this Spee<;h Mr. Wilkes was, I[\9noure<l with the following 
thanks from the general body of Proteftant Diffentiug Miuifters. 

" By order of the general Body of Proteftant 'Piffcnting Minifters, affembled at 
*^ the Library, Red Crofs Street, the fecond iniVant, Dr. KippiS;^ Dr. Sten^et, Dr. 
" Harris, and Mr. Toller, wait on Mi:- Wilkes, v,'iih the unanimous th'nks of th^ 
" Body, for his kind attention to their Bill, ai^d his generous and adlrve zealinfup- 
<< port of the caufe of religious liberty.*' 

The following card was left at at Mi"' Wilkes's. houfe in Prince's Court, Weft- 
minfl;er, on the 13d of June" 1780, after the fupprellion of the riots in the Me-? 
tropolis. 

" Lord Petre, Sir Edward Swinburne, Mr. Stapleton, Mr. Willian^ Sheldon^ 
« and Mr. Homy hold, have been to wait upon Mr. Wilk s, to thank him fo^ h\^ 
♦< fupport ai\d prote^^gn*" 
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Votes of December lo, 1779* 

The Houfe being informed that 5*. Matthews j prinr 
ter of the news-paper intituled " The.Englifh Chro- 
^^ nick," (of which complaints were macje to this 
Houfe upon the ift and 3d dayj? of this inftant Decem- 
ber, for *^ groflly mifreprefenting ajpeefh, and refleftmg 
*^ on the qharafter, of a member of this Houfe, m 
*^ breach pf the privilege of this Houfe) had attended 
** the co^lIT^ittee of privileges, to whom the faid C9m- 
" plaints were referred, and had made fubmiffion to, 
^^ and aikqd pardon pf^ the f^id rpember for the faid of- 
^^ fence." . '■ 

Lord George Gordpn declared to the Houfe, tha^ 
be was fatisfied, and forgave the printer, 

Uv. Wilkes (^id, 

Mr. Speaker, 

I am exceedingly happy to find the pleafing eflTeft? 
of that humanity, which is fo ftriking and beautiful a 
feature in ;he noble Lord's charafter, extended to the^ 
poor printer. To his many other chriftian virtues his 
Lordftip has added that capital one of forgivenefs. J 
heartily approve and applaud fuch generous conduft. 
At the fame time will my noble friend permit me to 
fijggeft a hint, which^^ if attended to, may poflibly in 
futyre feye jhis Houfe and the comi^iittee' of privileges 
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much time and trouble ? The complaint has been of 
the mifreprefentation of a fpcech, and the remarks in 
iconfequence of that mifreprefentation. His Lordftiip 
brings this complaint before us, who are the party faid 
to be injured, that we may decide on the merits of our 
own caufe, and at our own option punilh the accufed* 
J think his Lordlhip ihould have fought a legal re- 
medy, and been fuperior to this partial, and evidently 
fufpicious, appeal. The courts of law are open, where 
redrefs may be reforted to for every injury oif moment, 
which would be afcertained by a Jury of our country- 
men. His Lordftiip has with much patience and can- 
dour heard thefe fentiments from me in private. I de- 
precated from him this attack, as I deem it, on the li- 
berty of the prefs in a very tyrannical, unfair, and un- 
conllitutional manner. It has given much pleafure to 
the enemies of freedom, to a majority among us^ whom 
his Lordftiip is not, I believe, anxious to pleafe. When 
the liberty of the prefs is invaded, it will be foon fol- 
lowed by an ufurpationonall our other rights. The prefs 
being once filenced, the firfl: great barrier againft def- 
potifm is taken, and all oppofition to a wicked minif- 
ter, or arbitrary monarch, would be faint and languid, 
perhaps inefFefti^al. Upon all occafions, in every fta- 
tion of life, and at the rifk of what I hold mofl: impor- 
tant, perfonal freedom, I will continue the ftrenuous 
defender of the liberty of thp prefs, the bulwark of all 
our liberties. I beg pardon, Mr. Speaker, for this di- 
greflion. I was going to remark, -that his Lordfllip's 
juftification to the public would have come more full 
and fatisfadtory by the publication of the genuine 
fpeech than by a complaint to this Houfe of tnifrepre' 
fentation^ or a profecution in -a court pf law. We have 
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often been charmed within thefe walls with the manly 
fentiments, the honeft effufions of the heart, which 
charadterife my noble friend's fpeeches. I therefore 
venture to fupplicate his Lordlhip to gratify the impa- 
tience of the public at large, as well as of his own con- 
Itituents, and the numerous and zealous fynods and 
prefbyteries of Scotland, with the permiflion of read- 
ing what you. Sir, and the Houfe heard with fo much 
pleafure. This will not only confute the wicked libel' 
krs of his Lordihip (for Matthews is not the only one, 
they are legion), but remain a weighty obligation on thq 
prefent age and pofterity. It' will furnifti a clear de- 
monftration that in thefe times, and in th,is Houfe, we 
poffefs one noble fenator from th^ north, who has told 
minifters the boldeft and m.oft unwelcome truths, with- 
out the fmalleft amendment hitherto in a fingle mem^ei: 
of adminiftration* 



P^e 84 of the Votes. 

** A petition of the freeholders of the county of Mid' 
" dlefex was prefented to the Houfe, and read; fetting 
" forth, that your petitioners, in juftice to them and the 
", eleftors of Great Britain^ &c. &c. &c." The petition 
is given at length in the Votes, After the petition had 
been read, Thomas Wood, Efq; one of the knights 
of the ihire for the county of Middlefex, moved, 
*^ that leave be given to bring in a bil,!: tp enable 
^^ members of the Houfe of Commpns to be eligible 
*^ to ferve in Parliament for any ot;her county, cfty, 
^* borough, town, or place/' 

• Mr. 
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My. mikes {^id,\ 

Mr. Speaker, 

The Houfe Is at prefent fo thin, that I fliall now 
content myfelf with little more than feconding the mo- 
tion. I referve to a future day the full difcufEon of. 
the neceffity of this meafure, to which the lat« fliame- 
ful tranfaftions in this county, the wanton and arbi- 
trary abufe of power in the miriifter, have given birth. 
. I underfland that the bringing in the bill will not Be 
oppofed. The proper feafon of debate will be the firft, 
or fecQiid, reading of the bill itfelf ; but I truft that it 
will be generally approved. I hope gentlemen will 
freely give their fentiments on this great conftitutional 
queftion, on the prefervation of our moft valuable fran* 
chife, and find a mode effeftually to prevent fimilar 
flagrant abufes of the power of the crown. > A perma* 
nent law Ihould be provided, in my opinion, for the lia- 
ble fecurity of our rights and privileges, and a certain 
equal rule be eftablifhed for vacating the feats of mem- 
bers chofen to reprefent the people in Parliiament. We 
cannot be too much on our guard againft fuch an 
arbitrary interference of minifters. It introduces a 
control and fpirit of party fubverfive of the free- 
dom of eledtion. It creates a power greatly liable to 
abufe, and unknown to the. conftitution. 

There is. Sir, anodier part of th^e Petition which 
claims the moft ferious attqntlon of the Houfe in the 
prefent critical moment, I mean an enquiry into the 
true caufe of thofe misfortunes which haye reduced this 
^ncc powerful and flourilhing empire to a ftate which 
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words cannot defcribc, and of which hiftory affords no 
example. This calamitous fituation we all feel, and it 
calls for a fpeedy and thorough enquiry. To give the 
greater weight to the enquiry, as foon as the prefent 
motion is difpofed of, I Ihall move for the call of the 
Houfe foon ^ter the holidays. 

The motion of Mr. Wood pafled without oppofi- 
tion; and Mr. Wood, Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Thomas Townf- 
hend, and Mr. Byng, were ordered to prepare and bring 
in the bill. 

Mr. Wilkes then moved^ 

** That the further confideration of the {aid petition 
<« be • adjourned till Thurfday the 3d day of February 
** next. 

** That this Houfe be called over upon Tucfday the 
" firft day of February next^ 

♦* That fuch members, as Ihall not then attend, be 
** fent for in cuftody of the ferjeant at arms attending 
** this Houfe. 

" That Mr. Speaker do write circular letters to the 
** Sheriffs and ftewards of the feveral counties of Great 
** Britain, requiring the attendance of the members of 
^* this Houfe upon Tuefday the firft day of February 
« next.^' 



Page 86 of the Votes. 

*^ The Houfe was moved, that the refoliationof this 
** Houfe, of the 26th day of November laft, That it 
** is a high infrirfgement of the liberties and privileges of 
** the Cojnmons of Great Britain, for any Lord of Parlia- 
*' mentf or any Lord Lieutenant of any county y to concern 
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*' tbemfelves in the eleSions of members fo fetve for ibt 
** Commont in Parliament ^^ might be read. 

** And the fame being, read accordingly ; 
^^ The honourable Temple Luttrell moved, 
" That it is highly criminal in any minifter or mi- 
*^ nifters, or other fervants under the Crown of Great 
**' Britain, diredly or indireftly, to ufe the powers of 
*^ office in the election of reprefentatives to ferve in 
^* Parliament; and an attempt at fuch influence will at 
^^ all times be refented by this Houfe, as aimed at it's 
own honour, dignity, and independence, as an in- 
fringement of the deareft rights of every fubje£t 
throughout the empire, and tending to fap the bafi& 
*^ of this free and happy conftitution." 

Ml. Wilkes fai<i> 

Mr. Speaker^ 

I rifp to fecond rhe motion of my honourable friend^ 
becaufe I think it is grounded in true conftitutional 
principles, and exprefled with his ufual cleamefe and 
energy. It is not the refult of a fine-fpun theory, or 
curious fpeculation, on the nice balance of the dif- 
ferent powers of the conilitution,.but grows out of fadts, 
ftrong fads of a very recent date. I think it. Sir, my 
{l^rticular duty to fecond this motion, for I am ia pof- 
feffionof proof that the prefent election for Hamplhire 
has produced feveral daring violations of the fttoding. 
order of this Houfe refpeding the free eleftions of the 
Commons. Very unconftitutional attacks were made \vk 
the late reign on.the freedom of eledion in that county, 
although not then direttij from the Croivn. At the prefent 
period the power of the crowa is direftly employed to 
2, ' control 
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control the freedom of eleftion in Hampfliife, and the 
rights of the Commons are invaded by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county, the Duke of Chandos. I will. Sir, 
with your permiffion, read to the Houfe a letter from 
his grace, figned Chandos, franked Chandos , fealed with 
the Ducal arms of Chandos, and dated from Chandos^ 
houfe. It is addreffed to a gentleman of fortune ia 
Hampfhire. 

"SIR, Ch2indoS'Hou/ey Nov. 23, i779» 

Sir Richard Worllcy having offered himfelf as a can- 
didate for the county of Southampton, in the room of 
the late Sir Simeon Stuart, I take the liberty to rcqueft 
ihefavoar of your fuf port jar him ; and you will greatly 
add to the obligation, if yourfelf and friends can attend 
the county meeting whenever it is fixed by the fhcrilT, 
as a numerous appearance on that occafion will be 
the moft likely means of preferving the peace of the 
county, I am. Sir, 

Your faithful, and 

obedient fervant> 

Chandos/^ 
1 beg the favour of you, Mr. Speaker, to direfl: the 
mode in which I may regularly bring before the Houfe 
this complaint againft the Duke of Cbandos, a Lord of 
Parliament, and Lord Lieutenant of Hampfliire, whom 
I accufe of concerning him/elfin the ek^lion of a member 
tofervefor the Commo?js in Parliament, and confequently 
of a high infringement of the liberties and privileges of the 
Commons of Great Britain. 

The motion of the honourable Temple' Luttrell paffcd 
withbut a divifion. 

The Speaker then obferved, that the regular mode of 
proceeding was to refer the matter of the complaint 
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lagainft tke Duke ofChandas to the committee of privi- 
leges, to examine, and report, with their opinion there- 
upon> to the Houfe. 

** Complaint being made to the Houfe [^by Mr. 
*^ Wifkes], that the Duke of Cbandos, a peer of Parlia- 
** ment, and Lord Lieutenant of the county of South- 
*^ ampton, had ligned a letter with his own hand, re- 
*^ fpedting the enfuing ^eledtion for the faid county, 
^ thereby concerning himfelf in the faid eledtion, in 
*^ breach of the privilege of this Houfe, and in in- 
** frifigement of the liberties and privileges of the Com- 
** mons of Great Britain ; 

^^ Refolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

*^ That it be referred to the confideration of the 
^^ committee of privileges, to examine the matter of 
*'* the faid complaint, and to report the fan^e, with their 
^^ opinion thereupon, to the Houfe." 



Votes of December 17, 1779. 

" Complaint being made to the Houfe [by Mr. 
*^ wakes'], that the Duke of ChandoSy a peer of Parlia- 
^* ment, and Lord Lieutenant of the county of South- 
** ampton, had figned feveral letters with his own hand, 
^* refpedting the enfuing eleftion for the faid county ; 
^^ which letters were direfted to the reverend Mr. Tay- 

" lor. 
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" lof, reftor of Crawley, Hants^ dated Decetribef 6^ 
*^ 1770; to the honourable and reverend Mn St. An- 
** drew St* John, Somerdy, Fordingbridge, Hants, 
" dated December 6, 1779 ; to the reverend Mn ToU^ 
•* vicar of Kingfclere, Hants, dated December 6, 1 779 ; 
'* to John Poor Efquire, Morton- Andover, Hants, 
'* dated November 23, 1 779 ; to Wadham Wyndhara, 
** Efquire, Hinton, Chrift-Church, Hants, dated No- 
** vember 23, 1779 ; and to Mr. William Woodward, 
^' Winchefter, dated November 23, 1779; thereby 
'* concerning himfelf in the faid ele&ion, in breach of 
** the privilege of this Houfe, and in infringement of 
*^ the liberties and privileges of the Commons of Great 
** Britain ; 

" Ordered, 

^* That it be referred to the confideration of the 
** committee of privileges, to examine the matter of 
** the faid complaint, and to report the fame, with their 
*' opinion thereupon, to the Houfe. 

" Ordered, 

^* That it be an iilftruftion to the faid committee,, 
** that they do fit upon Wednefday the 26th day of 
f^ January next, at twelve of the clock, and proceed 
*^ upon the fdveral matters referred to their confidera- 

tion. 
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VotEs of January 2^, i78o» 

Ordered, 

That the report from the committee of privileges, 
touching the feveral complaints made to the Houfe 
tiporl the loth and 17th days of December laft (that 
the Duke of C/jandos, a peer of Parliament, and Lord 
Lieutenant of the county of Southampton, had figned 
feveral letters with his own hand, refpedting the then 
enfuing eleftion for the faid county, thereby concern- 
ing himfelf in the faid eleftion, in breach of the privi- 
lege of this Houfe, and in infringement of the liberties 
and privileges of the Commons of Great Britain) be re- 
ceived upon Wednefday morning next. 

From the Journals of Feb. 2, 17 So, vol. 
XXXVII, page 557. 

Mr. Bacon, according to order, reported from th« 
committee of privileges, the matter, as it appeared ta 
them, touching the feveral complaints made to the 
Houfe, upon the tenth and feventeenth days of De* 
cember lafi (that the Duke of Chandos, a peer of Par* 
liament; and Lord Lieutenant of the county o£ South*, 
ampton, had figned feveral letters with his own hand re- 
fpefting the then enfuing eledion for the faid county, 
thereby concerning himfelf in the faid eleftion, in. 
breach of the privilege of this Houfe, and in infringe- 
ntent pf the liberties and privileges of the Commons of 

A a Gnat 
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Great Britain) together with the refolutions of the 
committee thereupon ; and he read the report in his 
place ; and afterwards de^livercd it in at the clerk's table; 
where the fame was read, and is as followeth ; viz. 

To prove what is alledged in the faid coq:iplaints, 
the feven letters mentioned therein, were delivered in 
to your committee ; and five of them being (hewn to 
the perfons to whom they were addreffed (the other 
two not attending the committee) four of the faid per- 
fons (aid they had received them by the poft, and the 
other perfbn.faid, he had received a letter to that pur- 
pofe ; but could not fay that was it, as it had been out 
of his cuftody, but he believed it was. 

The faid five letters were traced by your committee 
from the hands of the perfons to whom they wer« ad- 
drefled, into the hands of the member who delivered 
them into your committee. Then 

Mr. William Lawlefs, being called before your com-^ 
mittee, and the feveral letters mentioned in the com- 
plaints being {hewn him, faid, that he wrote. them all. 
himfelf, and faw the Duke of Cbandos fign them ; and 
that he had written 3 or 400 fuch letters, moft of which 
were figned in his prefence. 

^ Mr. Couljioriy infpector of the bye-days at the General 
Poft OfEce, being examined, faid, he had never feen 
the Duke write* Being Ihewn the fuperfcriptions of 
the letters, faid, he believed from the number he had 
feen, they were the Duke's hand-writing; that he had 
pafled them as franked; and that when .he law any 
which he fufpefted, he charged them. 

l*hen five of the faid letters were read, and a{)peared 
to relate to the faid eleftion. And the refoUition of. 
Ilie Houfe, upon the 25th day of November laft, 

"That^ 
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^' That it Is a high infringement of the liberties anA 
■^^ privileges of the Commons of Great Britain^ for any 
** Lord of Parliament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any 
*' county, to concern themfelves in the eleftions of 
*• members to ferve for the Commons in Parliament/* 
Was alfo read. 

Upon the whole, your committee came to the fol- 
lowing refolutions: - 

' Refolved, 

That it appears to this committee, thztjfames Bridges, 
Duke of Chandos, a peer of Parliament, and Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county oi Southampton^ has concerned him- 
felf in the late eleftion of a knight of the flxire for the 
faid county. 

Refolved, 

That it IS the opinion of this Committee, that James 
Bridges, Duke of Cbandos, a pefer of Parliament, and 
Lord Lieutenant of the county of Southampton, has been 
guilty of a breach of the privilege of this Houfe, and an 
infringement of the liberties and privileges of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain. 

And a motion being made, and the queftion being 
propofed, that the faid report be taken into further 
-confideration upon this day four months. 

The Houfe was moved, that the re{plution of thia 
Houfe, of the 26th day of November lall, " That it is 
" a high infri'ngement of the liberties and privileges of 
" the Commons of Great Britain, for any Lord of Par- 
^' liament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any county, to 
** concern themfelves in the eleftions of members to 

A a a ^* ferv« 
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^ " ferve for the Commons in Parliament/' might ho 
read. 

And the fame wa$ re^d accordingly. 

The Houfe was alfo moved, that the entry in th^ 
Journal of the Houfe, of the 1 8th day of November 
1702, of the proceedings of the Houfe, upon taking 
into confideration the complaint of Sir John Packingion^ 
againft the Lord Bifliop of Worcejler and Mr. Lioyi his 
fon, relating to the rights and privileges of th« Hpufc 
of Commons, might be read. 

. And the fame was re^d accordingly. 

Then the queftion being put, that the faid report be 
taken into further confideration upon this day four 
moths; 

The Houfe divided. 
The Yeas went forth. 

TeUers for the Yea^ ( ^'' l'""""^ ' ] 87 

\.Mx. Lovel Stanhope, j 

Tellers for the Noes i'Mr.AldermnSarobridgeA 

XSir Jo/epb Matffbey, ) ^ 

So it was refolved in the affirmative. 



Votes of November 27, 1780* 

A motion was made by Daniel Parker Coke, Efq;' 
member for Nottingham,. fecgnded by Lord L-ewifJi- 
S , ham, 
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ham, member for the county of Stafford, and after va- 
rious anaendments put by the Speaker in the following 
words, " That the thanks of this Houfe be given to 
" Sir Henry Clinton, knight of the moil honourable or- 
^^ der of the Bath, and commander in chief of bis Ma- 
** jeily's fcffcps in North America ; and to Vice- Admiral 
*^ Arbuthmt, commander in chief of his Msyeftfs fleet 
*/ in North America; and to the right honourable Lieu-. 
*/ tenant General C/jorles Earl Cornwailis; for tlieemi- 
^^f nent and very impo^rtant fervices performed by them 
*^ to bis Majefty acrf this country, particularly by the 
" x&dk\xQAOikQiCharleS''To'wn by the army aud navy un- 
*^ der the command of Sir Henry ClirMn and Vice- Ad- 
*^ miral Arbtuhnai^ and by the late moft glorious vic- 
*^ tory obtained by Lord C^mwallii at C^tmdenJ^ 

Very early in the debate Mr. Wilk^j faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

I rife to exprefs my hope, that the honourable gen-^ 
tkman, who made this motion, will eonfcnt to its 
being withdrawn, becaufe I think it is impoffible that the 
united efforts of the noble * Lord in the blue ribband, 
adad the feveral gentlemen, who have attempted it, 
Ihould fucceed to render it palatable to both fides of tlie 
"Houfe, and he has declared, that he hud richer itjhould 
be withdrawn, than meet a fingle negative. I think it. 
Sir, my duty to oppofe this motion, as originally in- 
tended, of which the notice was given, refpeding onfy 
\,oxA. Cornwallis as well as all the fubfequent amendments, 
becaufe in my idea every part of it conveys an appro- 

* Lord North, Chancellor of ihe Exchequer, and Member for Banbury. 
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bation of the American war ; a war unfounded in prln-^ 
ciple, and fatal in it's confequences to this country. I 
condemned it at the beginning, and have regularly op-r 
pofed it's progrefs in every ftage, both hi and out of 
parliament. The eminent and very important fervices ta 
bis Majefty and this country^ mentioned in the motion, I 
entirely difapproyc, and confequently fliall withhold 
the poor pittance of my thanks and gratitude, where I 
do not think them merited, in a war of glaring injuf- 
tice and wretched policy. I do not mean, Sir, to dero- 
gate from the high heroic courage, and fuperior mili-« 
tary virtues, of Lord Cornwallis. I admire the fplendor 
and brilliancy of thofe qualities, which dazzle in my 
countryman as they did in Julius Ca^far ; and I equally 
lament that they are called forth to aftion in the fame 
bad and mifchievous caufe, the attempt to overturn the 
liberties of his country. The Roman too poflefled, a^ 
the honourable gentlexnan fays of 'Lord Ccrnxvallisy nice 
and ifelicate fentiments of Honour and valoun He wa^ cer- 
tainly an accompliihed gentleman, perhaps the mod ac- 
Qompliflied of any in the hiftory of mankind; but he car- 
ried on df wicked w^r againft the conftitution of the free 
country ip which he was born., and therefore lay under 
the ftrcqjgeft obligation to fupport* In the fame light I 
confider the war now carrying on againft oyr brethren 
ip North Arnerica; and if an arbitrary, but incapable,. 
j^dniiniftratioA had fucceeded in the plan of dragooning 
the colonifts into unconditional fubmijiony I believe that 
ttie liberties of England would not long have furvived 
t]?ofe of America ; and the vital principle of freedom, 
which now prevades and animates this ifland, except 
perhaps a few clans very far North, muft have been ex-» 
tinguifhed. Every friend of the Conftitution faw early 
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in the ftipport of the Ainerican caufe a vindication of 
%h^ rights of Englilhmen^againfl: an old exploded uflir- 
patiori of the Stuarts, revived under the third prince of 
the Houfe of Brunfwick. 

Sir, I hpp^ to be forgiven. If I repeat at the begin* 
ning of this new parliament the ientiments, which I 
more than once, fubmitted to the laft, and even in the 
firft feflion of 1 774. I am ftill convinced that the war 
with America originated in tyranny and ufurpation, in 
the unjufl attempt of taking money from the fub- 
jedt in the colonies without his concurrence, in levying 
taxes on the people there againft their confent. This 
^as ever been a favourite maxim of defpotifm. In 
oppoficion to this illegal claim the immortal Hampden 
ihed his blood. Such an attempt agaiiift the funda- 
mental rights of the people fully warranted our virtu- 
ous and free anceftors. to begin the civil war, which 
brought the tyrant Charles to the fcaffold. The Ame- 
rican caufe therefore, I mean the primary caufe of this 
deftruftive civil war, is the caufe of every Engliihman, 
who values our excellent conftitution; a conftitution for 
feveral years in a decline, but which has of late received 
many ftabs in. its vital parts* This right of the peo- 
ple to withhold, or grant, their own money, this power 
of the purfe, which includes that of the fword, alone 
fecures thp extftence of Parliament, our annual meeting 
within thefe walls. This marks the difference between 
the limitec^ monarch of our ifland, iii a mixed govern- 
ment, and the eaftern defpot, or the arbitrary {ovc- 
reign$ of France and Spain. We then in a particular 
manner, with a fingular propriety, ought to Hand fortl) 
|:he. gua^rdian^ of this right to all the fubje£ts of this 
State. 
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Th^ fentkncntj. Sir, on the rights of our brethren 
in the Colonies, which I have now the honour of de- 
livering here, I imbibed from Lord CornwalUs^ who 
enforced them with great energy a few years ago in 
another Houfe of Parliament. His Lordfliip, in a fo- 
femn argument in the Houfe of Peers, in conjunftion 
with four * other refpedtable characters, ftrenuoufly 
denied any right we had to tax the Americans, while 
they continued unreprcfented in the'Britilh Senate. It 
was in the debate on the motion for the commitment 
of the Declanvory ASt. His Lordlhip*s opihion like- 
wife of the wifdutn of the meafure, after condemning 
the theory, may be gathered from his words in the 
examination before this Houfe in Way 1779, I never 
fazv a fironger country, or one better calculated for the 
defenji've. Mr. Pitt in this. Houfe, with a boldnefs of 
imagery and glow of colouring which his eloquence 
always gave, did juftice to the diftrnguifhed patriotifra 
of the band of the five illujlrious heroes ^ as he named 
the fmall number of peers, who, on occafion of the 
oppofition to the Declaratory A?, approved themfelves 
the friends of freedom. He did not forefee the flavigh- 
tcr of our fellow-fubje&s in the fame caufe by one of 
that band of illujirious heroes at the glorious v'lBory at Capi-- 
den. If there is any change of fentiment on this impor- 
tant q^ueftion in his Lordlhip*s mind, we have no parlia- 
mentary evidence on which it can be founded. It can only 
be furinifedfrom his Lordfhip's eagerly foliciting a com- 
mand againft the Americans at the firfl: breaking out of a 
war, which originated from the unworthy purpofes of 
paffion and party, and fince, endeavouring by fire and 

« The Ekrlit Poulet, C'rmvaJiisf and ShelbiiTW, Viftouiit TqiTington, and ' 
LordCamdfcn. 

fword. 
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fwofd, to enforce a taxation of the Colooids^ akhoog& 
as a member of the legiflative bocjy, he formerly did 
not hefitate to pronounce it equally iinfX)Utic and iaft- 
quitous. If arguments of great and irrefiftiWe weighs 
have been urged fpr fo total and wonderful a change^ 
they are carefully concealed. The aaotircs of convict 
tion, or rather of this miraculous convcriion^ are eaficr 
guefled than with delicacy explained. As a Peer, his 
Lordlhip fupports> American freedom, and votes againft 
an ignominious badge of bondage on the Colonifts ; as 
an officer, the fame Earl folicits a command in Ame- 
rica, to enforce that injuftice of whieh he complains, 
and is aftive to rivet the chains of flavcry on the frcp- 
born inhabitants of the new world, and the defcend- 
ant$ of Englilhmen. In fuch a caufe I will not give 
thanks to Genius and Courage united, but ill-dire<9:ed, 
produdtive of no good, but infinite mifchief. I will 
never fail. Sir, Jto exprefs my concern and anguifii, 
when I fee great military talents thus triumph over 
the fuperior civil virtues of the citizen, when I ob- 
ferve mere lawlefs force and violeace receive the aid 
of valour and diftinguilhed ability to overturn a fa- 
brick of freedom and juftice, cemented by the be* 
blood of our anceftors. Such military glory i$ put- 
chafed too dear. It is a kind <rf wretched Mii-dvic 
crown, which muft dilgrace the fanguinary brow of 
every unfeeling, unprincipled conqueror. A good 
man will indignant turn his eyes from laurels znd paiiu 
of vi(5tory ftained with the»bk)od of deferving fellow- 
fubjedts who have been facrificed to the fordid views, to 
the luft of power, to the rage of a tyrannical adminiftra- 
tion. ^ The palm of confiftency at leaft, the honourable 
gentleman.who made' the motion will, at all events, 

fcBrqely 
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icarcely think of offering to Lord CornwalKs. That 
will be wom^ and I hope long with the applaufe of 
his grateful country, by another noble Earl *, who rofc 
iuperior to the falfe glory to be acquired from his pro- 
feflion, when called upon in an unjuftifiable caufe^ 
who honourably preferred the line of duty to his coun- 
try and its confticution^ to the fame and renown of 
military atchieveqients^ which his natural ardour 
panted after* Lord Cormvallis^ Sir Henry Clinton j and 
Admiral Arhutbnoty I will not confent to thank, for I 
confider them as having drawn their fwords againil 
their innocent American fcUow-fubjefts, and without 
provocation bathed them in their blood. 

The noble Lord -f* who fpoke laft fays, that our 
thanks would come with great propriety to Lord Carn^ 
wallii, and the other two officers, becaufe the thanks 
of this Houfe were voted on the taking of Quebec, and 
the late fuccefs of the gallant Rodney* Does not the 
noble Lord obferve a ftriking difference in the three 
cafes? The furrender of Quebec was, perhaps, the 
moft important and brilliant triumph over France of 
all the fplendid viftories of the laft glorious war. It 
was the conqueft of the capital of the perfidious Gaul 
in the new world. Sir George Rodney's late defeat 
and capture of the Spanifh men of war at that critical 
moment, merited the warmeft thanksj and moft et 
teemed rewards of his country. In both cafes we were 
dcftroying the overgrown power of the houfe of Bourr» 
bon, the inveterate, avowed enemy of this nation. I 
think with Hannibal, bofiem qui feriet mibi irit Car^ 
ibaginimfn. I hold that man to be the beft Engliih^ 

* The Earl of EffinghaFn. 

^ Lord BeandKimp, Member for Orfard, Cofiferer cif bis Mdj)efty*s HovfelioUr 

man^ 
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man, whole efforts ihall be the boldeft, the moll: ipirtte4, 
and fuccefsful^ againft France and Spain3efpeciaUy againi^ 
their naval power, which by the criminal negligence of 
our Minifters has rilen to fuch an alarming greatnefs. I 
will from my heart thank that man. I will vote to decree 
bim every honour of the fenate and people. On the houlb 
of Bourbon ftould we call down all the thunder of the 
war. We ought. Sir, to blulh at the cruel ravaging and 
defolation of the country , and the mercilefs flaughter of 
the inhabitants of our Colonies, in a foolifh, angry 
quarrel, carefully fomented at laft to a bloody war, 
raifed on a bafelefs fabricky which, perhaps, in theend, 
may fcarcely leave a wreck behind. Our Generals and 
Admirals have already totally ruined fome of the moft 
flourilhing pari^ of j:his convulfed erppire, and deftroyed 
jiymberlefs induftrious, brave fellow-fubjefts, equally 
entitled with themfelves to the protection of the laws, 
and executive jpower. Are thefe. Sir, the eminent and 
ver^ important fervices to his Majejiy and this counirjy 
for which the honourable gentleman flattered himlelf 
with obtaining for our commanders the unanimwr 
thanks of this Houfe, of the reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple of England ? 

It has been faid. Sir, by the honourable gentlemaii 
who m^de this motion, that the Americans are now 
aQ:ually leagued with France and Spain againft this 
country. I do not doubt the exiftence of a trifle ka^ 
between America, Spain, and France; but I know 
the provocation, and I have good reafon to believe 
the alliance is only defenfive and temporary, I do not 
allude to commercial treaties. France and Spain now 
appear to the world as auxiliaries to the United Stales 
^ North America. The firft alliance with France was . 

made 
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ihrfe with great relu^bincc by Attterica on the fpuf of 
the prejfeM neccffity. It was not thought of until in 
our itemcftic quarrel we called yi foreign forces to cut 
their throats^ utitil the mercenary Gerriian/ or rather 
Cappadocian, Princes fold their fubje<9:s, like cattle, 
to an adminiftration expert in every fpecies of bribery 
and ruinous cOntraft, until long after our negotiation 
fbf Ruffian troops to be fent to North America had 
been rejeded in terms of contempt and horror. The 
late union between America and France is fo linna- 
fural, that I am farisfied, whenever you offer, with 
fincerky and cordiaKty, honourable terms^, accompa- 
nied with the fecuriry America wilt expeft, it will be 
rfiflbhred* Your conduft hitherto has drawn clofer 
every tie between them. If you iniprove the late mojl 
ghti^us lASory at Camden, to bring about this necef- 
fary peace with America, then will be the moment to 
rgoice, to join in f bank/giving for the fal vat ion of 
Great Britain, as w,eU as America. 

Sir, I will not thank for victories, which only tend 
tb protraft a deftru<flive war. 1 IhouM rather have 
laid for fome tranfitory, delufive gleams of fuccefs in 
this unjuft, gnd providentially unfortunate American 
conteft, this be'tlufnjtue hojie^ as fuch a ftate of arms 
Was defined by the ancients. Not a fingle FrenchniaQ 
dr Spaniard in arms againft us fell at this mofi gforiaus 
itiSory at Camden, but Romana mifcmt acies. Is it pro- 
bable, that this mofi glorious viftory will lead to an )io- 
nourable peace? If it does not, but is the caufe of 
continuing the war, I fhall deem it a public calamity. 
peace, peace with America only can lave this finking 
ffate, and give us permanent profperity. We are al- 
ready nearly exhaufted, yet continue bleeding at every 
^ , vein- 



C 3^5 > ' 

v^In. P^ce oughl to be had ou almoft any ^nos, (#rj 
from the eflimates on our table^ the expence o( ckh 
war conciatied a few year» lofiger^ will baokrupc thh 
nation^ the population/ commi&rce, aod navigation t>( 
which are vifibly decreafing. I confider peafe us. irf ab-* 
fblute neceiSty for ourielves, for the internal fta^ a&A 
pidep^ndenci of our own inland, in the prefent cri&s «C 
horror and almoft defpair. I would fubfcribe to almoft 
any conditions to obtain it, becaufc I b^Heve-tkcf 
North Americans would chen re^ilyq^it m \iimaiOiral 
alliance, ii^o which they hare been driven by our moi^ 
unnatural condtjft. NecefBty brought forward; tte 
new idea^ formed, figned, and has hitherto obfcfvai 
that ftrange treaty. America, detached from he<r pi«- 
ient conne<9;iona, and in a real union of interests and 
ftrength with Great Britain, is more than a matdi for 
the confederate houfe of Bourbon. In fuch a fituattoa 
the Family CompaSi would not dare to be avowed. The 
laft w^ gives us the proof in point. We had i^foir an 
able and enterpriixng Minifter, in full poffeffion of the 
moft adtive genius and vigour of mind, feconded fay: 
the whote ftrength of the Britiih nation and America,: 
What is our prefent profpefl:.^ America is at tbi$^ 
moment darown into the fcak of the houfe of Boorbixu: 
IJ^uft it not then weigh us down ? It furciy. Sir, bc^. 
con^ies Miniilers to lay afide all paffions and pre))udice9,' 
and endeavour to heal this unhappy breach betwedk- 
two powerful friends,* when every concefBon to Ame-* 
rica, either as a fubjedt, or an allj^ may win her to^ 
us, reftore the balance of poweir in our favour^ and 
compenfate the lofs of all our other allies. 

. The ind^ndencey Sir, of the Colonies has been fre-. 

(|iA^y jn)C$xti<yied in this debate, but with a pofitive: 

. decla« 
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declaration, that it is a point never to be cdfideded. Whe^ 
ther It is granted, or not, by a Britilh Parliament, di 
jurey (eems to me of little moment and avail. It 1^ mere-^ 
ly an amufing, curious theme of fpeculation among a fet 
of idle, liftlefs, loitering, lounging, ill-infdrmed gen- 
tlem^ at Weftminftcr, who remark the diforders o^ 
the ftate, to combat which they poflefs not vigour of 
mind or virtue, A country, much larger than our 
European empire, which we ftill love to call our co- 
lonies, does, and will, poflefs it de faSto^ notwith- 
Handing all the prefent delufive aflurances of Minifters 
trithin thefc walls, noltwithftanding the late exploits 
of a Cornwallis and Clintoriy notwithftanding all the 
former repeated vidkories of Gage and the Howes. It 
Js in this ifland only that perfons are found, who 
doubt that the prefent war will end in the acknow- 
ledging of American independence. 

The hiftory of this war warrants me, Sir, in the 
iufpicion that all thefe boafted fuccefles do not tend to 
any real emolument to our country, to bring nearer 
the wilhed-for moment of a re-union, and fincere re- 
conciliation with our alienated brethren in the Colo- 
nies. After the evacuation of Bofton, Rhode Ifland, 
and Philadelphia^ for the acquifition of which no 
thankSj I believe, were given by this Houfe, a fmall 
degree of fagacity might lead any man to fufpedt that 
t^ redu3ion of Charles-Town^ by the army and navy 
tender the command of Sir Henry Clinton^ and Vice Jd'-' 
miral Arbutbnot^ and the late moji glorious viHory ob^ 
tained by Lord Cornwallis at Camden^ will, in due time, 
be followed by the evacuation of Cbarles-Towny and the 
two Carolinas. A future Gazette will probably an- 
nounce it, to fcreen the Generals, in the (ame.tenns^ 
4 as 
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1^ with refpcft to Philadelphia, and with as mucK 
cold ihdiiference as any play or farce at either of our 
theatres, by bis Majeji'/s command. 
• Sir, I can never feparate in my mind the rotteti 
foundation on which the whole fyftem of the Ame- 
rican war is built, from fome fpecious parts of it, by 
which the unthinking are at the firft view allured and 
dazzled. As I reprobate the want of principle in its 
origin, I the more lament all the fpirited exertions of 
valour, and the wifdom of condudt, which in a good 
caufe I Ihould warmly applaud. Thinking as I do, I 
fee more matter of grief than of triumph, of bewailing 
than thanhfgivingj in this civil conteft, and the deluge ' 
of blood, which has overflowed America. Would to 
God, Sir, we could leave perfecuting, even to death, 
thofe of our own blood, who only defired to be re- 
ceived as friends and fellow-fubjedbs, to Ihare our 
fortunes, to fight our battles, as before, by our fide, 
and to enjoy at \\omt peace y liberty j zvAfafetyl Public 
thanks from this Houfe on the prefent occafion will ' 
only widen the breach, and demonftrate how far we 
are behind other nations in the knowledge of' true po- 
licy. The wifeft and mofl: poliftied nations pf anti- 
quity drew a thick, dark veil over the horror of civil 
commotion and bloodlhed. I will ^dmit for a mo- 
ment, merely for the argument, that ^11, which has 
been urged by the Noble Lord in the blue ribband, ' 
and the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe, is 
well founded, that the American war originated in juf- - 
tice and policy, and that the Colonies have rebelled : 
ftill I objedl to every motion like the prefent, becaufc 
I wilh to hide the nation's fear, and to forget all deeds 
of valour, not againft the common enemy, but our fel- 
low* 
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low^fubjefts, whoin I defire to fave and conciliateir 
The Romans, undoubtedly tbe firft people in th« 
univerfe, granted no triumphs for the viftories of their 
Generals in civil wars. They wiihed not to record 
and perpetuate, but to conceal and deliver to oblivion,. 
ib» oiemory of Rjomans falling by the fwords c^ |lo^ 
mans. They thought it tl>e direfl cStSL of the ven- 
geance of the incenfed Gods. Thai example of en*- 
lightened policy will, I truft, be adopted by the hG-» 
nourable gentkoian who made the motion. I an) 
fure, that no man feels more than he does for the 
preient calamities of both countries in this cruel^ 
civil conteft. I know the humanity and tendernefs of 
his nature, and thought it rather furprUang thai; he 
ihould chu& to bring himfelf into the uqpleaiing, 
awkwatd (ituatioo of Burr us in Tacitus, et mar ens 
Burnis ac lauiam. Such a conilid of different paffiom 
is highly diflreffing. I will endeavour to extricate 
hinn by the moft earned fupplication, that he would 
withdraw a motion^ from every part of which I find it 
royduty to diffent> while I deeply lament that the 
luilre of fuch fplendid vi^ories is obfcured and dark- 
ened by the want of a good caufe, without which no 
war^ in the eye of truth and reafon, before God or manj 
canbejuftified. 

^Xtradl from the London Courant, Morning Chro- 
nicle, and other Newspapers. 

At a Meeting of the IVeJtminJIer Cmmittee. of 4Jfockfiion^, 

King^s Arms Tavern, Palace Yard, Nov. jo, 1 780. 

- Refolved, 

That the Thanks of this Committee be given, to il4r* ' 
Witkesy and fuch other friends to public liberty as joined 
* ^ .in 
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ifl oppofing the Vote of Thaoks to General Clinton and 
Lord Comwallis, upon Monday laft, on the ground 
that fuccefs in the American war would be the ruin 
of the liberties both of America and England. ' 

Cn J. Fox, Chairman. 



Votes of April 5^ 178 1. 

A motion was made, and the queftion put, That 
the refolution of this Houfe, of the 17 th of February;, 
1769, ** TtiRt John Wilkes, Efquire, having been, in 
** this Seffion of Parliament, expelled this Houfe, was 
** and is incapable of being ele(^ed a Member to ferve 
** in this prefent Parliament," be expunged from the 
Journals of this Houfe, as being fubverfivc of the 
rights of the whole body of ele&ors of this- kingdom : 

Mr. Speaker, 

I do not .rife to put the patience of the Houfe to 
the fevere trial of hearing from me a long and tedious 
recapitulation of all the arguments which I have fub- 
mkted to the candour of gentlemen for feveral years, in 
the great caufe of the rights of the elcftors of Middle- 
fex in 1769. I am truly grateful for die indulgence,, 
which I have fo often experienced. It would be a 
very ill return indeed in me to weary the patient ear of 
the Houfe with the qipre than thrice-tpld tale of the 

S b injufticc 
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injuftiGc done a private geatleman, the infult oflfered- 
to a moft refpeftable body of freeholders, and the out- 
rages committed againft all the ele&ors in the king- 
dom. I find no difficulty in freely coxjfeffing, that 
even on a fubjeft in itfelf fo animating, to me fo pe- 
culiarly interefting, I have not a new idea to prefent to 
your confideration. I might even doubt whether there 
is a fingle cafe relative to the whole bufinefs, which 
has not been brought to public view, and fcrupuloufty 
examined. No frefh matter has arifen from the trial 
of the various petitions, which many different com- 
mittees of eleftion have gone through and reported 
upon to the Houfe in the prefent Seffion. Almoft every 
man in the kingdom has been informed and convinced, 
of the goodnefs of a caufe, which deeply interefts the 
deareft rights of the people, and every friend of the con* 
ftitution has been alarmed at the fatal precedent, which 
to our difgrace (till remains on the Journals of this 
Houfe. If, however, any objedtion, which has not been 
already made and fully anfwered, can be now ftarted in 
this much-agitated queftion, I claim the indulgence 
always given to the firft mover of referving myfelf for 
the reply. 

It is true, Sir, that we are now in a new Parlia- 
ment, with feveral new members among us ; yet, I am 
inclined to thinlc, there is not a fingle gentleman 
in the Houfe^ to whom any thing new on this quef- 
tion can be offered. Perhaps there is not any im- 
portant conftitiitional point, on which more has been 
laid, written, and publifhed. 

The noble Lord * with the blue ribband, has made 
us all perfedt in arithmetic, and accuftomcd us to the 

* Lord Northj Chancellor of the Excheqiicr.^ 

cal- 
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calculation of many millions, which he has raifed on 
a diftrefled and impoveriflied people. We are be>^ 
fides fo lately come from cafting up our profits, or what 
is called without doors the wages of corruption, from 
the late fcandalous hariy that I fuppofe it mull now be a 
clear propolition in. the Houfe, that 1143 is morethaa 
•296. I might then venture to draw the corollary, 
that fuch a majority of legal votes had given a feat 
in Parliament to the reprefentative of the freeholders 
of Middlefex, although their rights, witli thofe of the 
people at large, were facrificed by a bought majority 
of Borough Members in a former Houfe of Commons, 
It is, Mr. Speaker, a very pleafing confideration to 
me, and I truft, a good omen, that a queftion of this 
magnitude will be decided under your happy aufpices. 
The noble Lord * who moved to call you to the chair. 
Sir, was warm in his commendation of you, from 
your perfeft knowledge of the conftitution, your zeal 
for the fupport of it, your regard for the laws of the 
land and the law of Parliament, and above all your 
attachment to the rights of the people. No particular 
piention, indeed, was made of the > fpiritcd fupport 
which you. Sir, as a private Member of the Houfe of 
Common's, through a courfe of many years,' gave tQ 
the very motion in my band, but it was perfedly un- 
derftood, and the noble Secretary himfelf had always 
voted with us in that queftion for the people. The 
prefent majority muft certainly have intended your ele- 
vation to the chair as the reward of your confiftent pa- 
triotic condudt in the conftitutional caufc of the free- 
holders of Middlefex, a condudt ftill remembered by 
them with afiedlion and gratitude. I ihould, there- 

^ Lord George Gerroaine> Secretary of State for ;be Aro«riQaa P^partment. 

B h 2 for^, 
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fore, believing b the fteadinefs of the vmority, hop6 
for unanimity on this robmefltous eccafion^ and that I 
ihall very foon congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on the pe- 
culiar pleafure you will feel in declaring from the Chair^ 
that this favourite motion of yours has met with the 
tiniverfal concurrence of every gentleman on both fides 
of the Houfe. With extreme fatisfaAion I semark, 
that every day iince you have prende4 among us ha& 
afforded a frefli proof of your meriting the noble Lord's 
encomium, by an upright and impartial line of con- 
duft, in defiance of in^uence of every kind^ by fup- 
porting the rights of our cpnftituents, and th^ moft 
tender regard to every petition of the people. But 
while I am feebly endeavouring, Sir, to do juftice to 
that merit, which is too confpicuous to want, and too 
fuperior to any praife I can give, I am delaying youjr 
enjoyment of the heart-felt pleafure you cannot fail of 
receiving this day, and therefore I ftiall, in compli- 
ance with our forms, only defire the clerk to read the 
refolution of the 17th of February 1769, and then 
move, *■* That the refolution of this Houfe of the 
" 17th of February 1769, That John WUkei, Efquire^ 
** having been in this S^ffi.n of 'Parliament expelled this. 
^^ Houfe y was and is incapable of being eleSfed a Member 
** ioferve in this prefent Parliament^ be expunged froni 
*^ the Journals of this Houfe, as being fubverfive of 
** the rights of the whole body of eledors of this 
" kingdom/* 
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Votes of May 3, lyS^* 

The Ifenfe was moved, that the entry in the Joumsd 
of the Hoofc, of the.iTth d^y oi February^ 1769, of the 
ircfotetion, " that Juhn Wilkes^ Efquite, having been 
*^ in this Seffion of Parliament expelled this Houfe, 
** was tmd is incapable of being eleftcd a member to 
^* ferve in this prefent Parliament," mighf be read. 

And the fame being read accordingly; 

Refolved, 

That the faid refolution be expunged from the Jour^ 
tials of this Houfe, as being fubverfivc of the rights of 
the whole body of elcdors of this kingdom* 

And the fame was expunged, by the clerk, at the ta^ 
ble, accordingly. 

Of^red, 

That all the declarations, orders, and refolutiom, of 
tliis Houfe, refpedting the eledkiofi of John fVdkes^ 
Efquite^ for the county of Middle fexj as a void ^leAiofii 
the due and legal eledion of Hem'y Latves LuHteH^ 
Efquire, into Parliament for the faid county, and tht 
incapacity oi John Wilkes, ^ Efquire, to be elected a them* 
ber to ferve in the laid Parliament, be expui^ed frpm. 
tiie Journals criFthis Houfe, as being fubverfive of the 
rights 6f the whole body of eledors of this kingdom. 
' B b 3^ An4 
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And the fame were expunged, by the clerk at the 
table, accordingly. 

Mr. Wilkes fkid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

I think myfelf peculiarly happy at the prefent mo- 
inent, that I have the honour of fubmitting to the 
,Houfe' an important national queftion refpedking the 
rights of eleftion, when the .friends and favourites of 
the people enjoy, with the fmiles of our Sovereign, the 
^ofEces of truft and power in the ftate, accompanied 
with that fair influence, which is neceflarily created by 
great ability, perfeft integrity, the pureft poV\^tical vir- 
tue, and'the remembrance tif their former upright con- 
du£t in the caufe of the people. If the people ofi Eng- 
land, Sir, haye at any period explicitly and fully de- 
clared an* opinion refpefting a momentous conftitv^- 
tional queftion, it has been in regard to the Middlefe^ 
cledtion in* 1768, and the fubfequent moft profligate 
proceedings of an adminiftratibn, hoftile by fyftem to 
the rights of this country, and every part of the Britifli 
empire. An inftance cannot be found in oyr hiftDry of 
a more general concurrence of feotiment arnong ,the 
Freeholders of England, and they wf re joined by almoft 
every borough and corporation in the fouthcrn part of 
the ifland. I am fatisfied therefore th^t 1 now. fliall 
lind the real friends of the people determined and zea? 
lous'in the fupport of their juft claims and undoubted 
privileges. 

I J^itherto, Sir, every attempt for the recovery of this 

i^^valuable franchife has been rendered fruiUefs by the 

J -- arts 
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arts and machinations of power in the hands of wicked 
men; and I may with truth affert, that the body of the 
people long addreffed, petitioned, and remonftrated 
' with manly firmaefs and perfeverance, but without the 
lead cfkSt, or even impreffion. The full redrefs de- 
manded by this injured nation feems referved to diftin- 
guifh the prefent propitious asra of public liberty 
among the early and blooming honours of an adminif- 
tration, which poflefles the confidence, and daily con- 
ciliates the aiFedtions, of a brave and fenfible peoplci^ 
Their voice . was never heard in a rnore clear and dif* 
tindt manner than on this point of the firft magnitude 
for all the electors of the kingdom, and I truft will 
now be heard favourably. The general refentment and 
indignation ran fo high againft the Houfe of Com- 
mons, which committed the outrage, that their imme- 
diate diffolution became the prayer of numberlefs peti- 
tions to the throne. No man fcrupled tp declare them 
unworthy to exift in their politicar capacity. The 
public pronounced them guilty of facrificing and be- 
traying the rights, which they were called upon by 
every tie of juftice and duty to defend. The noble 
fpirit of the freeholders of Middlefex, prefevering in the 
beft of caufes, undaunted by all the menaces of power, 
was the fubjedt of the moft general applaufe and admi- 
ration. The voice of the people was then in the 
harfh and Iharp tone of paffion and anger againft mi- 
nifters. It will, I am perfuaded, foon be in the foft 
and pleafmg -^ccents of joy and thankfulnefs to our de- 
liverers. . ; 

It is fcarcely poffible, Sir, to ftatea queftion in which 
the people of this free country are more materially in- 
.terefted than in the right of eledion, for it is thefhare, 

B b 4 which 
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which they have refervcd to theoifelves in thekgiila« 
turc. When it was wrefted from tJicm by riolence, the . 
conftitution was torn up by the roots. I have now the 
happinefe of feeing the Treafuty Bench filled with the 
friends of the Conftitutioa^ the guardians and lovers of 
liberty, who have been unwearied and uniform ihdxe 
defence of ail our rights, and in particular of this in- 
valuable franchife* I halt the preient aufpicious mo- 
ment, and with impatience expe£t the completion of 
what I have long and fervently defired for my friends 
and country, for the pfefent age, and a free pofterity. 
The former conduct of th<^ now in power affords mo 
the moft fanguine hopes of this day feeing juftice done 
to a people, to whom they have fo frequ^rftly appdaled^ ^ 
who now look up to them with ardent expe^ation,^ 
with pleafure and efteem. Confiftency, Sir, baa drawa 
the'right line of their political conduft to this period. 
It will now point out th^ fame path of public virtue 
and honour. May I be indulged in a hint, which I 
mean to extend much beyond the bufinefs of the day, 
when I fay that confiftency will be attended with that 
ftability arid perfeft fecurity which are the otgedfcs of 
every good man*s wiflics fDr them ? They have given 
us a feir earneft of rfieir reverence for the Conftitution 
by thcit fupport of two bills^ cflfeittially neceffary to 
reftere the piurity and independency of Parliament; I 
mean, %ht Bill/or prevenfir^ centra&srsJittiHg in the Hmft 
^ Commons ^ and the BUlfordifabUng officers ^fibeReaenue 
from voting at ekSions^ — 

Mr. ff^ilies was here interrupted by a meflage by 
Sir Francis Mbfyneux, gendeman uflier of the BUH:k R$d^ 
defirlng the immediate attendance of the Houfe Cjf Com- 
XBon^ in the Houfe <?f l^QTdsu 
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The Speaker thoa wane up te tW H^fe ^f PedTs i 
aad afteF hU t^mn w^ report of wbjfct kad j^iObd ; 

. Mr. miAes fiiid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

• I return my thanks to the Black Rod for fo luckily in- 
terpofing in favour of this Houfe> when I might poffi- 
bly have again tired them with the important, however 
ftale, cafe of the Middle/ex eledion, which tirflr patient 
ear has for feveral years with much good-nature fuf- 
fcred. i will now make fome tatufn to their indul* 
genctj, h!r jffolStmg by the cifcumftano? of this happy 
}tten*i:tptioti, atid not faiying a fitigle Word abotit Walpole 
or WoUoprij G&ke or Btackftone. I will not detain thrf 
ttoufe longer than by obferving the parliamentary form 
6? deftrifig the cierk to read the refolution of the 1 7th 
of February, 1)69, which Ilhall then move to he ex- 
punged frotn (be Journals of this Houfe^ as being fubver- 
jke of the Tights of the ivbole body of eleBors of this hing^ 
^iw, ai3id afterWatds propofe tbe neceffary Orders^ 



Votes of December ^,17 83, 

^' A motioa was made by th/e right htfn^i^hlo 
^^ Charles Javies Fox, meixAer for Wefts^infter,, Se6re«t 
^^ tary of State fbr foreign aSairs^ and ieconded by the 
<< right honowabLe Lt^d N^tb^ waxj0khw iot Banbury, 

<^ ScQjreury 
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'* Secretary of State for the home department, that the 
*^ order of the day for the third reading of the Sill 
" (now engroffed) for vefiing the affairs of the Eafi-bi* 
'^ dia Company in the hands of pertain Commiffioners for 
•^ the benefit of the proprietors and the pubtiCy be now 
^^read/* 

Mr. Wilkes faid, * 

Mr. Speaker, 

I rife with the deepeft anxiety to endeavour to pre- 
vent the further progrefs of this Billj becaufe in my 
opinion it deftroys the ancient, eftablilhed forms of all 
parliamentary proceedings in this Hpufe, violates the 
national faith, fubverts every principle of juftice and 
equity, and gives a mortal flab to this fjree conftitu- 
tion. Sir, the forms of proceeding in this Houfe were 
wifely eftablilhed by our anceftors, aftfer the moft ma^ 
ture deliberation, as a guard againft furpri^e by any 
ihinifters, and to give our conftiiuents timely informa* 
tion of what was doing in Parliament, that the coUedted 
wifdom of the nation might be appealed to and known 
on eyety occafion of moment. This accounts for the 
llownefs of our proceedings compared with the mode of 
paffing bills in the other Houfe of Parliament. Their 
Lordfhips have no conftituents, whom it is a duty to 
confult. In the progrefs of this Billy the invariable 
rules and orders of the Houfe have been fet afide with- 
out-the' lefift" IhadoW' bf neceffity, almoft without xh^ 
flighteft pretence; and the Bill continues to be hurried 
OttAvith indecent haAe. When the right honourable 
Secr^ury rnoved for leave to bring in a -BiV/ for the bet- 
\ - ' ' ter 
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t«r regulation of the Eaft-India Company y he ftated the 
defperate condition of the Company's finances as the folc 
ground on which he flood. He reprefented it as a cafe 
of abfolute and immediate neceffity for the interpo* 
fition of the Legiflature. He expreflly difclaimed 
every other motive, although he invidioufly went at 
large into every fuppofed delinquency of Mr. Hafi^ 
ings'^y arid almoft every other fervant of the Cam" 
party, for maiiy years. He did not indeed in terms af- 
<fert that the Cmpany were in a ftate of bankruptcy; but 
he declared that they ow§d five millions mpre than they 
were able to pay, and went into a variety of accounts 

S i 

* IVarren Hafl'ingty Efq. the ifioft conftiit^mate politician of tjiis age, wJtJO made 
the various, complicated, and difcordant interefts of the many Princes and States df ' 
JWM-Xend to one common centre, the advantage and profperity of his country. 
While the Britifli empire was mouldering away in America and Europe, while 
©ur Generals and Armies were laying dovin their arms, and becoming prifoners of 
war, he not only preferved our Afiatic teiritories, but conquered evei*y French 
and Dutch fettlement upon the continent of Hindofion^ exc^t CuddaUrty which wat 
heiieged, with Bufffs araiy, at the time of th^ laft peace. Lord North, in the 
Hcfufe of Commons, frequently dwelt on Mr. Haftings's vigour and aoiiiiies j but, 
to gratify the rancour of fome members of the Ccal'nio/i, his Lordfhip never once 
mentioned that fpotlefs integrity and tender humanity, which are iU'iking and beau- • 
tiful features in that gentleman's charatfler. On his return to Europe, after having 
been more than thirty-three yeai*s in confiderable offices, and more than twelve 
governor-General of Benga/, he received the unanimous thanks of his conftituents^ tl|e 
Eajl India Company, for his important, faithful, and fuccefsfiil fervicesj and indeed bo. 
him the Company owed its exiftence. By the nation at large he was honoured with 
general and high applaufe ; biitthe fame envious faction which recalled the brave J{o^. 
ney in tlie moment of vidlory, dared not only to calumniate, but to treat the fortunate 
Hnjlings, as a delinquent of the firft clafs, and to purfue him with unexampled vi- 
rjilence:. Ho muft certainly have been weaiicd with wading threugh the vaft, 
heterogeneous mafs of crude and indigeHed materials, which) under the nam^ of 
charges, were exhibited againft him in the Houfe of Commons,Jand the many folio 
pages of the trifling, incooclufive, and inconfiiient evidence taken before the Com- 
inittee. The calm and ferene philofophy of his mind however^ an happy tetnpeo 
and confcious virtue, ke^t him firom being ruffied a fmgle moment. He pitied the 
extravagance and madnefs of party and faction, and looked forwards to the day o£ 
juftice^ if not of gratitude, from US| and pf full approbation from an impartial pof- 
terity. 

without 
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' without any attempt at the fmalteft proof €^ what he 
advanced, or calling for a fingle paper, in fo great a 
variety of matter. He pledged himfelf for this moft 
fi;rupulous accuracyi yet in the very mx>t3ne!it foi^t to 
give the Company credit for an immenfe floating pro«> 
perty^ for all their (lores, goods and cnerchaodizes in 
the warehoufes at Calciatta, Beacookn, Bomb a y, Fort 
Sc« George, and other faftoriee in the Eaft. An omif^ 
fion of this importance could not. proceed frdn^ igno* 
ranee, where infinite pains were taken to examine intd 
the moft minute particulars, nor from (iarelefinefs, 
where no trace of a heedlefs inattention, or forgetful- 
nefs, was ever obferved. It argued a total want of 
goodfaitb^ a deliberate refolution of taking the Houfe 
t>y furprize ; and it fucceeded with ^ weary, pu2&led, 
tind embarrajQTed audience. Leave was given to bring \ix 
the BilL 

Siry I not oiJy complain of an omiffion of this miag- 
nitude on the credit fide of this pretended account of 
the Eaft'hHlia Company's affairs, but likewtfe of the 
iuppreflSon of fome interefting fafts, which ought to 
have been brought forward, and placed in a ftrong and 
foil light* It appears by the printed accounts cf the 
^* general flate of the affairs of the EafUndia Com^ 
♦* pany,'" publiftied by order of the general court, tbtn 
the arriDals have been put fo miuh out of their ordinary 
twrfgy thai only thhrttenftHps arrivid m ibeftufon i^Sa, 
pnd tttven in thefeafon 1783, while f if rty-J^ve are left to 
jfirrivf in l^%M ^S^de$ ten um^^ which are nm» ahrtfad, 
^msi ^iH be ktp in India, fa as it arrive in 1 785, at tM 
fame time with mq/l ofthofe new under d^paioh from hMHm 
Was itj SirjCOftfiftent with candour, or evenjoffitge, 
to fupprefs fadts of this moment, in a long and la- 
boured 
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tt»e firft com^vrcial cpf^pwy ia tht w^W ? The Tea- 
f<lA b^w^yer h glaring- The property, which thcfc 
Ihip^ will bring home, cjmm>c h\l of pigging ithe finao^ 
ces 0{ Che Qoma^njoy oe «$ folid a fouAdation as the 
luoft imercfteii proprietor could wifti, or the imoft avari- 
cioftis aad grafpiag mini&er defire ; but alas J it is a 
diftanc dny, land the moajipiit is preffing, b^ with rhc 
f«e of milliters. Needy dependents grow importu- 
T)»Xfi atad clamorous, as being ufed not to give but to 
/#i^ eredii:. P.refent plunder is preferred to future gddea 
dreams of all thie treaiumsof the Eaft^ and wich confmn- 
mate prudence, j?^d all th^ finances and changes of this 
political nuinifterial life. It w$$ artf^il to keep back, and 
out of fight, the reibuTces of the Company , and enlarge 
only oi;x )their present difficulties, whicii were brought 
on by the late war, and the reftraints laid by ParUa- 
inent itfdf on their power of extricating themfelves by 
cxtisuding their credit in the circulation of bonds to a 
iQPderate amount. The unfairnefs of the whole pro- 
Qceding onfift ftrike every man. A noble Lord * near . 
tne^ with an honeft zeal, has called the Bill an infamous 
Bill* No epithet can in my opinion reach the enormity 
«f its guilt ; and therefore I Ihall content myfelf with 
qalling it a fwlndUng Bill; drawn ^ndprefint^d by th« 
n^gjht bonpurable Secretary to obtain mpn^y on ^^. 

A lawypr ^ on the flopr, who fyoke laft, ha^ tpld us, 
that the Camfmy are aftually hankrupUy becavife ifcey 
h^^ not paid th^r debt;^ mr c^n they ^t preipoic* {s 
th$P &fsjf mv^ who does not, or cannot, at a pavti<* 

•# 4jatt Mahoa, Member for Chipping Wycombf^ 
•t 1*1 lU^M^ a% If enUr fiac-Aiec0^tar. 
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cular time, pay every legal demand, a bankrupt ^ Hta 
the worthy member no more tendernefs and delicacy 
for the chara&ers of fo many illuftrious perfons aU 
around him ? I refpedk the honour of the majority here 
too highly to fuffer them to be called bankrupts^ Such an 
afiertionfhall not go forth to the world uncontradicted* 
1$ the learned gentleman yet to be taught the dif* 
ference between bankruptcy znA infolvencf f The right 
honourable Secretary was more cautious. He did not 
pronounce the Company bankrupt. He only endeavoured 
to make them out tnfolvent at prefent to the amount 
of five millions, with little chance of a future day of 
payment without his generous affiftance. 

The fame lawyer affures us, that the prefent Bill is 
neither a Bill of confifcation^ nor disfranchifement. He 
will excufe me for ftating to the Houfe my reafons for 
believing it both. What is the idea of confifcation ? Is 
it not the feizing by violence the property of one in- 
dividual, and transferring it to another ? It is impof- 
fible for this to take efFeft in a fuller and clearer man- 
ner than is dlrefted by the Eajl India Bill. I defy any 
lawyer to fhew me an a^ of confifcation more forcibly and 
explicitly drawn* The words of the fourth claufe of this 
Bill are, The directors of the faid united company, and 
all other officers and minijlers, andfervants thereof, are 
hereby enjoined, immediately upon the requijiiion of the faid 
commiffionen, ftgnified under their hands and feals, to de- 
liver up to them [the new commiffioners], or tofucb 
perfon or perfons as they fhall for that purpofe appoint, 
atljueb lands, tenements, boufes, wareboufes, buildings, 
books, records, documents, charters, a&s, infirumints, 
papers, fhips, veffels, goods, wares, and merchandizes^ 
money, fecurities for nwney, and sU other effells wbat^. 

foever^ 
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fiever. Imagination is at a lofs even to guefs at the moflj 
Infignificant trifle, which has here efcaped the harpy claws 
of the hungry apd ravenous Coalition. One idea, indeed, 
generally precedes the word confif cation ^ and that is a 
prefumption of guilt. In the prefent inftance no crime 
' whatever has been alledged. The argument of thef right 
honourable Secretary for the Bill was only the adtual po- 
verty and defperate condition of the Company \ but the 
real motive we all know is the certainty of the prefent 
fpoils, with future accruing wealth, and immehfe pa- 
tronage, to enrich an Indian heptarchy of his creation, 
and,- through his tame viceroys, the 7r/»c«/(? viceroy 
of Alia. • 

In the Billy Sir, as drawn and prefinted to the 
Houfe by the right honourable Secretary, there is no 
. claufe inferted of any truji created for the benefit of 
the proprietors. In the Committee, indeed, the words 
have been added, in trufi for, and for the benefit of the 
proprietors ; but, in cafe of the grofTeft abufe of trufl, 
to whom is the appeal > To the proprietors ? No, Sir, 
they are to have no further concern with their own 
property. Is* it not then confifcated? The appeal is to 
a majority in either Houfe of Parliament, which the 
moft drivelling Minifler could not fail to fecure with 
a patronage of above two millions flerling given him 
by this very Bill. 

Sir, xh&Bill is likewife faid not to be a Bill of disfran- 
cbifementy becaufe it does not take from the proprietors 
their right to an exclufive trade, or monopoly. Was 
this monopoly the only franchife of the proprietors ? 
There is property in this kingdom to which zfranchi/e 
is annexed. Tht franchife may be taken away, yet the 
property remain. To a freehold, for inftance, is an- 
nexed 
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oexed a right ^ votiog for members of parlia.me{|jt« 
We have feea that francbift taken away^^ a^d fU ^ 
freehold remained uutoudied ; bvit i^ fpirkad free^ 
holder of Middloiexi ai;id the nation at large, ioi^dly 
atnd juiUy complained of the dhfrmfH^mgnt. Tfef 
cafe is parallel a$ £o Eafi-bidi^ Jiock. Perfo9$ pofiefiM 
oifi^ck to a certaip amount ^re entki^ to VQte foj ik» 
9ppoijQtment of their own j(ervant^ h(Hh at home and 
attfoad, tamwage their .own pfopeirtyjjjiiwhii^h theyibrt 
ckar^fighted »;K>ugh; and to dired^ ^ fuperisitend ail 
theJir comcnercial concerns, with a geoaral power ^ 
xonttoul. Thi? fureljr i$ ^ moft s^\\^\^ frauHS^- ^ 
was underftood to be purchafed with the flocks ThiP 
purchaferuiOBey w^s more conilderable from t^is in* 
. crinfic value, whic;h it was fwpppjf^d to poff^fi. This 
franchtf& is to be <aken gway by the Bilip mid yet of» 
gentleinao aix^oog u$ cai^ afTcrt that tljie E^fi^lti^ pro^ 
pri(t(fn will not be iisframhfed. God forbid the pe9i- 
ple of }Lq^laAd ft<>.uld h^ive many fuch {defenders p^ 
t\i6t]^ frMchifes aiid liherties Iq a Houfe of Con^kOjiOAS ! 
If the Houfe, Sir, will attend to wh^ .has pa^4 
fince die intrpduftion of this Bill anaopg us, they ^11 
fee .tl>at ^ we i^^iean to preferve our ancient parli^o^SS- 
t^y fojttis of preceding, we c^mnpt f\iflfer dbije fv^hcy 
prpgrejfs irf fwch a Bill. Wbeiji leave was i«pvi5^ ^ 
its introduftion, the right honourable ScpreWf ^ ^% thp 
fo]^ OHi^tbr.e of his QGa;kdyi3:, gave ^ ^iarmj^ acpp^pt 
of the de^erate jCtate of the finances pf the Comf^^ 
He painted In the darjceft colours the ftate of their 
(ki)t^ j»nd incumbrances, »irhich he nii^de an^punt xg 
feyf raJ j»iUion$. A worthy menAer ^ tl>is fipufe ^, . 
a Pif^^QT of .the ^aft India Company, flatly po^^ca* 

* Samuel Smith. Efq. Member for Ikhefter. 
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^lAed the aflertions of the Secretary, and pledged 
himfelf to prove the unfairnefs of all his calculations. 
The Company have fince given to the public a very dif* 
ferent ftate of their affairs. It comes authenticated by 
every proper authority, Nathaniel Smithy Efq. Chairman 
6f the Eaft^Indic^Companyj John Annis, jiudit or of Indian 
Jccompts, and Samuel Nicholl, Accountant. Thefe ac- 
irompts we may examine at our leifure, and fcrutinizc 
with the moft minute exaftnefs. We have a clear 
*^ Statement of the debts, credits, and effects of the 
^* Eaft-India Company," carried up to December i, 
1783. But where is the account of the right honourr 
able Secretary to be found ? That does not admit of 
fuch a fcrutiny : that is authenticated by no fignature, 
nor proved by any paper on our table. No two per« 
(bns in this Houfe agree to-day in the particulars of 
the long, laboured harangue of yefterday, but there is 
a precifion in what is thrown on paper. It is, how- 
ever, liable to detection, and even feems to invite an 
acute exsfmination, which may ill fuit the purpofe of 
a Minifter. Here then, Sir, the honour and juftice 
of this Houfe are deeply concerned. One member 
brings forward a bold aflertion of various fafts, on the 
truth of which he alks leave to bring in a very harfli 
and fevere BiHj to ufe no more violent expreffionS. 
Another member, more immediately concerned, hav- 
ing the proofs daily under his eye, denies the truth of 
every propofition advanced by the member who moved 
for the Billy and dares him to the proof at your bar. 
The cafe does not admit any fraud, fallacy, or decep- 
tion. The challenge is perfeftly fair, for no demon- 
ftration can be fuperior to that drawn from figures ; 
yet the challenge is declined. No proof of any kind 
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is hitherto offered in fupport of the Bill. The cafe 
then is at ifiue, and every principle of juftice fori^ids 
us to proceed, till the fa6t« are afccrtftinfid, till we 
know whether a real o^ece^y e%ifts, or whe^r it if 
only made the pretence to CQlmt a (kisprl^id pjiao of 
embition, wealth, and pow^r* Th^ fori»:S of Parlia- 
ment are &r& to he ikcrific^^ a^d ch^n tts m^ 
|>eadency. 

This Bill, Sir, appears to me to vioUte the naf iopal 
faith in a high degree, for it ajinihilates the Ch^ter ^ 
4be Eajirlndia Company, a charter purch^i^d of the 
public, and fecured by the fanftjon of P^^rli^jnwrt. 
The yioiation of the Amfitifm Cburtexs, which ht^ 
been followed by tlie lofi> of our eoipir^e i^ th^s Wieft^ 
would have deterried any Minivers }efs ralji, l^fc 
impetuous, from this dangerous expieriiwent of tanx- 
peringwith Charters. Not ^ Coyporg^ipr^ IQ th^ kii?g- 
dom, not a Charter^ not thu Qrcflt ChMrifr q( our Li*- 
berties, not a Deed, not a Contr^ft, n^ 4 Pocu«i=ie^f^ 
not a fecurity, bo fpecies of property, can be fafe 
iagainft bold, violeat, ut^priHcipIed men adii^ thu^s 
in the plenitwle and wantonnefe of powj^r^ This C^4r- 
ter did not owe its birth to thq foolifh paeons ^^ 
prepoflefjipns, or tlie mad prodigfility, of .any of the 
PlantagcBets, Tudors, or Stuarts, in favour of a 
crouching, fervile courtier, or knavifc, intercfted xie- 
pendent. It was a fair purchafe made of the public, 
an equal compad: for reciprocal advantages betwepn 
the nation at large and the body of tlie proprietors. 
The purchafe money has been aftually received by the 
public, and confequently the proprietors liavje a juft 
claim to what was ftipulated in their favour. I agjcpe, 
Sir^ that there is no Charter which may not be for- 
7 feired 



( 387 ) 

feit^d by deliaquency, but the Charters of the City 
o/l^ondon, for they are excepted by an exprefs Aff of 
our glorious Deliverer, from the neceffity of preferv- 
ing the peace of the capital ; but no delinquency of 
any kind is now made a charge againfl the Eaft'India 
Pireftors, proprietors, or any of their fervants. . The 
diflrefs .of their circumftances alone was alledged as 
warranting fuch a BilL I am very ready to admit, that 
fome particular fervants of the Company have been 
guilty of enormous crimes in the Eaft. Is that a rea- 
fon for puniftiing the Directors and Proprietors in 
Le^dfi^hall-ftreet ? Has the leaft degree of guilt been 
imputed to them ? I wilh rather to add to their powers 
over their o^yn fervants ; and then I am fatisfied, that 
guilt of the deepefl: dye would, fpeedily be followed 
with the moft exemplary puniftiment. I fee no ob- 
jedtion to giving the Direftors moft of the powers of 
this Billy but think that it would be highly politic. 
Let me ftate to the recoUedion of the Houfe, a recent 
tranfadioiT, in which the interefts of the Company, and 
the national honour, were deeply wounded. When^ 
after every poflfible. delay, the authors of the late re- 
volution at Madrafs, and the fubfequent murder of 
Lord PigPt, were brought. into an Englilh court of 
juftice, and a jury pronounced them guilty, what was 
the fentence ? A trifling muldl, and not an hour's im- 
prifonment. The fine, which they paid in court, was 
fcarcely a fiftieth part of the fpoils of a wicked ufur- 
patioa of the fupreme government, both civil and mi- 
litary, followed by the murder of the Governor. The 
public were infulted, even in the hour of trial, by a 
vain oftentation of what the criminals were prepared 
to have difgorged, before the fears of their troubled 
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confciences were quieted by a folemn mockery of juftlce. 
Such a condudt marked the partial and feeble hand of 
the law at home ; for furely^ Sir^ fuch crimes called 
for (evcrityagainft the daring perpetrators, as well as 
to deter future delinquents. They may from this le» 
nity learn with perfeft fafety, and immenfe profit, to 
perpetrate the trifling crimes of mutiny,' rebellion, and • 
murder, difgorging only a fmall portion of their ill- 
gotten wealth. 

I have no objcftion, I confefs, to reftraining the 
Eafi'India Company to the primary obje£t of their G&^r- 
ter, to their original views of commerce, with a pro- 
per power over their own fervants. I little relifli the 
idea of a few merchants governing, as fovereigns, the 
three powerful dates of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. 
It is inconfiftent with political order, and the fubordi- 
nation of Britifti fubjefts. The Jefuits were juftly ex- 
pelled from almoft every government in the old and 
new world, not from a fyftem of filly tenets, which 
not one in an hundred of them believed or cared about, 
but from their attempting to eftablifh the irfiperium in 
imperioy which no date ever fufFered with impunity. 
I venerate the wife maxim of a commercial policy, 
that, while it is adding to the national wealth, forms 
an invincible bulwark by the ftrength of a powerful 
navy ; but I deteft a fcandalous, heterogeneous traffic 
of war and trade, plunder and commerce, pcculatioo and 
murder, extortion, rapine, and corruption. The na- 
tional charafter has been loft in Hindoftan. Provinces 
and kingdoms have been bought and fold by the 
Afiatic Generals and Governors of the Company^ againft 
the ftrongeft orders ct the Directors and Proprietors, 
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and the lives of fome of the moft hartnlefs princes, who 
have ever reigned, fet to fale. The mifchief foon gains 
Europe ; and we experience at home all the calamities, 
which Rome fufFered in the declenfion of her empire, 
and frorti the fame quarter, from the. Elafl. We are 
ruined by the luxury and venality of our own wretched, 
defpicable offspring, and all the vices of the Eaft, 
which they propagate here too fuccefsfuUy, when they 
return to purchafe proteftipn and indemnity for their 
crimes, or a feat in this Houfe for fale to a corrupt 
Minifter. I therefore, Sir, highly approve a Bill for 
the government of the territorial poffeffions and reve- 
nues of India, which ought to depend on the Hate, but 
the regulation of all commercial concerns I ihall ever 
think ought to reft with the .Proprietors and Direc- 
tors. This is their province ; and to this they are as com- 
petent as they are inadequate to dominion and the rule 
of empires. 

Sir, I look upon this Bill as the bitter fruits of the 
Coalition. After the fatal confequences of the noble 
Lord's attack on the American Cbarters, I cannot think 
he would have ventured oh this direft violation of the 
franchifes and property of a great Company y if he had not 
been in impious league with fo daring a colleague. Not 
a man, who hears me, can believe that fuch a Bill had 
ever appeared, if the wordy war had gone on between 
the two Secretaries. The noble lord indeed had made 
fome former faint attempts, and for a good while caft 
a longing eye on the fair prey, but he* dreaded his op- 
ponent. When he had fecured a fit accomplice, the 
plan and Ihare of the plunder was adjufted, and then 
the robbing of the Eajl-India Company refolved. The 
Duumviri, auro, argento^ are, not Jiando, otferiundo^ 
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but rapiundo, mtaAt to proceed by this Bill to the fcw 
zure and confifGation of all monies^ fecurities for momy^ 
goodly zi;ares^ merchandizesy &c. &g. &c. with as lictlc 
icruple as in elder times any triutnijirate^ oi^ deamvirau, 
ever ufed. 

I proteft. Sir, I do not feel the leaft peffonality 
againft either of the chief nietobers of the GoaHHon 5 but 
Idread the monftrous, unnatural union of fudh incon*- 
gruous, difcordant J)articksy becaufe they could only be 
brought to coaltjce for the divifion of the^ public fpoils, 
and the Iharing of all power among themfelves, to the 
deftruftion of the public liberty, and the independency 
of this Houfe. I believe that the noble Lord poffeflfe 
perfeft perfonal integrity. His own probity is unble- 
mifhed ; but a lufl of power, and an unhappy indolence 
of temper, combined to make him through the courfe 
pf the taft war connive at almoft every man in every de- 
partment fleecing the public beyond the example of all 
former times. His own hands were clean i not fo 
thofe of the whole tribe of his contractors and depen- 
dents. The noble Lord has a rich vein of pi,»re, elegant, 
claflical wit, the moft eafy manners, and unafi'edkeki 
good -nature, with every aniiable and cocnpanionable 
quality. He is formed to be admired and beloved as 
a private nobleman. Would to heayen I could com- 
mend his reverence for the co^ftit\ition^ his love of li- 
berty, and his zeal for the prefervation of thofe noble 
privileges and franchifes, which are the birthright of 
Englilhmen ! With his coUeague I have afted againft 
his lordfiiip for many years, I fought by .his fide 
through the whole American war, and in all the fpirit- 
ed ftruggles againft the too great power of tbe crown. 
I have frequently been ii^ raptu,res from the jftrains of 
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his manly eloquence, the force of his reafoning, and 
th^ twreirt of his oratory. So perfeft a parltamentary 
'^bafer this Houfe ha:s never Ifndwn, I grieve when I 
tecMYtSt liow umvailing all our tedtous^ ftrtsiggles Have 
been, and that fo large a part of th€ ertipire has been 
torn frofti m ; but I ttm indignant wheti I fee the no- 
ble hoi^A fti oi^ of the Iwgbeft offices^ of the fta-t«/ 
Voiigbt back to poij^tty and cafi^effed by the very m^, 
triSo irtidaft:6bk ta impeadb bim, as the gr^st crimiml df 
fbejaie, fbe eatnipfer of PurHanient^ the attihw and eon-^ 
tfhifi^ ^fmit ruin. He protefted that he could not frnft 
Mm/if tf in Ih^fitme reom ivifhhim. At another time be 
f«id, bi e^nfsntedlo'fafsfbr the fn^fiinfamom man in thhj 
^ anj c&itfitry, if etet he tmide part &f an admmfirati^n 
H^ith the noble Lord in the Hue ribhdnd. 1 do rtot forget, 
Sir^ attending my S6vereigft the laft ycaf, by the corri- 
mated cjf the Freeholders of Middkfex, to fhmk his Ma- 
J^fiyfi^ having removed from his counfelsy men, under 
iifbBp adminiflraticm calamtiesifo many and fo great ^ have 
befdlkn this kingdom, and for appointing miniflers, in wboin 
this country had, and ate willing to ba*ue, thefulleft edit- 
Jidence. That confidence ccajSA never have been loft, but 
by the dereliiftion of every principle, and every pro- 
mife. The right honourable Secretary affured us in 
the firft W^ck after h?s accefKon to power, that he ' 
found every thing much worfe than he couM have fuf- 
pefted. Has he inftituted the leaft enquiry into the 
caufeS'of the difmemberment of the empire, and of the 
difgnfces of the Britifh fleet during fo great a part of 
the laft war, for which he has fo often folemnly pledged 
himfcif > In breach of repeated public engagements, 
and arlfftoft daily pompous profeflions, he has joined the. 
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enemy of America, by which be has loft the confidence, 
of every man on the other fide of the Atlantick, whicb 
he had acquired in fqme degree, and might have made, 
ufcful to this country. 

Sir, another ftrong objeftion to this Bill arifes from 
the enormous power, in the end necefiarily to aconie 
to the crown, and perhaps diredly by collufion with a 
minifter. It is, 3ir, a patronage of above two mil* 
lion? fterling a year, of which the Company will be 
deprived. Wherever fuch a patronage falls, it cannot 
. fail to overturn the balance of power in this well-poized 
conftitution. All the Governor Generals, Lieutepant* 
Governors, Counfellors, Prefidents, Council of Com- 
merce, Faftors, Writers, every thing civil and mili- 
tary, from^ the General to the Subaltern, in the various 
eftablilhments throughout Afia, and at home every 
thing of profit in Leadenhall-Street, to the very ware- 
houfemen, clerks and porters of the Houfe, are in- 
cluded. Such an influence in this age of corruption 
could never be withftood. I confoled myfelf. Sir, un- 
der the lofs of America, becaufe as the firft objed of 
my«wiihes was the immortality of the liberties of my 
country, a.nd I had always thought that the inftumce of 
th^ crown had increafed, was increafing^ and ought io be 
diminifriedy thr^e propofitions regularly fupported by one 
half of the Coalition, and regularly oppofed by the other 
half, I imagined that the confiderable diminution oCre- 
gal power by the lofs of the appointment of thirteen 
Governors, thirteen Lieutenant Governors, Chief Juf- 
tices, Judges, Attorney and Solicitor-Generals, Re- 
ceivers, Colledors, Comptrollers, Cuftom-houfe Qu- 
eers, &c. &c. &c. with the military government -of 

Minorca, 



( 393 ) • 
Minorca^* and the two Floridas, no longer rendered tte 
Crown an objcdt of terror. If, however, the immenfc 
patronage of Afia is to be given to the Crown, its over- 
grown power muft foon fwallow up the two other 
branches of the legiflature, aud the fovereign of En- 
gland will become as perfect a defpot as the monarch of 
France, Spain, or Pruflia. If it is to be feized by a 
Minifter at the head of a proud and hateful ariftocracy^ 
both the Sovereign and the people will be the Haves of 
a faftion. One only refource will remain in the great 
revolution of human events, which the womb of time 
may bring forth, a circumftance not to be regretted, 
perhaps to be wiflied, by the real friends of humanity. 
It is an event poffibly not very diftant, that the French, 
Dutch, and Portuguefe, as well as the Engliih, may 
be entirely fwept away from the countries in the Eaft, 
which they have cruelly laid wafte, and made the the- 
atre of the moft jfiagitious enormities. The peaceful 
natives will then be at reft, happy under the mild go- 
vernment of their own princes. Commerce will then 
no longer be fettered by a monopoly, but fpread its 
fwelling fails as freely over the Gulph of Bengal and 
the Indian feas, as on the coaft of China and Japan, on 
the Atlantic, or the Mediterranean. 

May I beg the indulgence of the Houfe for a very 
few more words ? We have an Aft to prevent officers 
of the Cuftoms and Excife from voting at eleftions of 
members to ferve in Parliament, a truly wife and ex- 
cellent regulation, diftated by the fpirit of liberty. 
Should this Bill pafs into a law, I will move the fame 
kind of reftraint with refpedt to every man employed 
under the intended Eaft-India commijjion^ to diminilh 
in fome degree the incredible weight of influence, 
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which it will create. I will bfing to the teft the con- 
£ktocy cf the great Whig familiei^ of wliofe Bappott 
tf e have heard ib much frovn the right bononraUe 
Secretary ; and I doubt not of the dSbOixal affifkance 
of every independent cfaata£ter in the Honfe* i do 
not, hofwever, defpair of the total rdjedlbli of the pr6- 
lent Bill. I will only add, that kf we do iiot flrangie 
the monfter in its birth, it will deftroy the frecdoli^ 
. both of the Farliament and people* 
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APPENDIX. 
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ThM protest a# 
THE EARL OF ABlNODOlff, 

Entered February 24, 1777, 

On the Journals of the Houfe of Lords* 

Diffentient, 

Jf* I R 9 T, Becaufe I look upon this Bill, not only 
us a part of that fyfteni of Colony-Government, fo ini- 
micfil to Civil Liberty, fo repugnant to the firft and 
fundamental principles of the Conftitution, fo ruinoits 
in its meafurcs, fo Ibockinjj to humanity, and fb 
averfe from that now exploded virtue of univerfal 
benevolence J but becaufe I fee herein that fyftem com- 
ing home to ourselves, and with hafty fteps poind- 
ing its dangers, even towards the heart of the king- 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, Becaufe the Bill itfelf is attended with 
powers fubverfive of and unknown to the laws of the 
Ian4i by apprehending perfons, it may be, on ground* 
lefs SUSPICION, by imprifoning perhaps the innocent, 
without the ufual and neceflary form of a fingle oath ; 
and not too in the comn:K>n gaol of the county, but in 
whatever part of the realm, be it ever fo diftant, that 
perfecution ihall think fit to adopt. 

Thirdly, Becaufe, although the ryder, which has 
been added by the other Houfe, does in fome degree 
abate the rigour of this harih and alarming Bill, yet it 
does not fufficiently provide /or the fecurity of his Ma- 
jefty*s loyal fubjedts, the inhabitants of the Weft India 
Iflands under its baneful operation; nay, even any in- 
dividual of this country, who fhall venture on the High 
Seas, if only to make the tour of the Hebrides, may 
become the objedk of fufpicion, and the vidtim of ven- 
geance. 

Llftly, Becaufe the hour is come, if from mo- 
tives of policy only, that coercion to lenity fhould give 
way. (Signed) ABINGDON*. 

^ This noble Earl has been one of the moft fteady and intrepid aflertors of libeity 
m this age. England has eftential obligations to the (kmilf of the Earl 9/ jtkhgdon, 
Wlieu the prince of Orange was at Exeter in great difficulties foon after his landing, 
when, ** both the clergy and magiflrates of Exeter were very fearful, and very back- 
** ward, when the Biftiop and the Dean ran away, and the Clcx^gy ftood off/' as 
Biihop Burnet fays. Lor J Abingdon came in and joined our glorious deliverer. The 
fame ardour for freedom glows in the breaft of his noble defcendant, with an almoft 
unexampled fpirit and aftivity. The citizens of Geneva, as well as the people ofJEng- 
land, dwe^ with pleafure on the praife of a peer, who has made the moft generous 
efforts for both in the caufc of public liberty, and ofteii facrificed the*pleafures and 
enjoyments of focial life to their interefls. No gentleman was ever more formed to 
l^leafe and captivate in private life than the prefent Lord AhingdomySir has been more 
ilefervedly, more generally efleemed and beloved. He poflefTes true honour in the 
higheft degree, with generous fentiments of friendfhip. To fnperior manly foiife 
he joins eafy wit, with an amiable gaiety of temper, which diffufes imiverJal chear- ' 
fulnefs. It is impolTible not to be charmed with the happy prodigality of nsture in 
bisfavevHT, but every confi.'eration yields with him to a warm attacliment to the 
4avt's and conftitution of England. 
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The PROTEST of the LORDS, 

On the 1 6th of April, 1777. 

Diffentienf, 

For the reafons contained in the amendment pro- 
poied and rejefted, viz. in lieu of the Addrefs, to 
fubftitute the following : 

To affure his Majefty of the inviolable affedion and 
loyalty of this Houfe ; and that it is with the fincereft 
affliftion we find our duty to his Majefty, and our 
country, entirely incompatible . with our compliance 
with the requeft made to us in his Majefty's name. 

That at a time when the increafe of Public Debt, 
attended with a decreafe of the Britilh empire, mani- 
feftly required the utmoft occonomy in the manage- 
ment of the Revenues of the Crown, we cannot be- 
hold, without aftonilhment and indignation, a profu- 
fion in your Majefty^s rainifters, which the greateft 
profperity of our affairs could fcarcely excufe. 

That thi^ Houfe, with the moft zealous devotion 
to your Majefty 's true interefts, beg leave to reprefent 
to your Majefty, that we humbly apprehend the clear 
revenue of 800,000 L a year, which fupported the go- 
vernment 
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vcrnment and court of your Majefty's grandfather of 
happy memory, in great authority and magnificence, 
is fully fufficient (if managed by your Majefty's fer- 
vants with the fame integrity and oeconomy) to main* 
tain alfo the honour and dignity of your Majefty's 
Crown, in that reverence in which we wifti, as much 
at leaft as thofe who have fquandered away your re- 
venups, to fpe'it always fvpported- 

Parliament has already, in confideration (we fuppofe) 
of fome expences ^t the h^gitinipg of ypur Majefty's 
reign, difcharged the debts and incumbrances on the 
Civil Lift to a very great amount. Agai<l to exceed 
the revenue granted by Parliament, without its au- 
tlioi-ity, and to abule its indulgence in paying one 
Idcbt, by conti^fting, in fo Ihort a time, another, and 
a greater, is, on the firft view, a CFiminat aS:. Yo«f 
Majefty's minifters ought to have laid fome matter be- 
fore this Hpufe, jeoding to ftiew that your Majefty'3 
jgovernment cpuld not "be reputably fupported on the 
provifion made by Parliament ; whereas they have only 
laid before us the heads' on which they have exceeded, 
withput zny thing which can tend either to juftify or 
excufe' tlxe excefs ; and the only reafon given to us for 
"paying that debt is, that your Majefty's minifters havjJ 
incurred it» 

With regard to th^ further increafe of your Majefty*^ 
XivU Lift revenues, we muft decliiie any concurrence 
therein, not folely from motives of oeeononiy (though at 
no time more ftridtly rccjuired), but from a dread aifp of 
tli^ effeft of fuch an augmentation on the honour and in- 
tegrity of Parliament, by vefting fuch large fums with- 
out account in the hands of minifters. When an opi- 
nion 
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nion is known to prevail, and which we l\ave no means 
of contradidting, that your Majefty's Civil Lift reve- 
nues are employed in creating an undue influence in 
Parliament, it would be extremely unbecoming of us to 
vote, without manifeft reafon, great fums out of the 
property of your Majefty's fubjedts, which are fup- 
pofed to be applied to our private emolument. It is 
our duty to* attend to the reputation of Parliament ; 
and we beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that a 
further increafe of the prefent overgrown influence of 
the Crown would be a treacherous gift from Parlia- 
ment even to the Crown itfelf, as it wiit enable tjic 
ininifters to carry on thofe delufive fyftems which have 
h^m ht^lly adxjpjted, and which, if purfu^, muft 
k^ to the ruin, as tliey have already produced cIhi 
diftrs^ftion of this once gr^at empir/e. 



AtJtNGDO»N, 

Aberoavenny, 

AitCH£R, 

Kino, 

Thanet, 
tojirikgton, 

fbfAM¥09.D, 



Effisoiiam, 
Portland, 
R1CHMOK0, 
Rockingham, 

FiTZWILLIAM, 

DfivoNSffiRj:, 

Manchester. 
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the PROTEST of the Earl of RADNORi 
On the firft of May, 1777. 

Dijfentienty 

Becaufe, though I admit, anfl zealoufly contend, that 
the fplcndorand dignity of the Crown of Great Britain j 
and the credit of the royal houfehold, ought, for his 
Majefty's perfonal fatisfaftion, no lefs than for the ho- 
nour of the nation, to be maintained by liberal grants 
of Parliament (liberal beyond the charge of parfimony^ 
or a minute calculation of the demands on govern- 
ment) ; yet, when no conlideration is had, and no ac- 
count whatever given in of various produftive funds, 
of which his Majefty's fervants are in the receipt, and 
which are never accounted for in Parliament, I muft 
infift that all calculations of a deficiency in the affumed 
fum of 800,600 1. only> are fallacious and abfurd, 

Becaufe thefe funds produce eitlier the exadt fum of 

78,0001. or more, or lefs. If they produce that fum, 

he produce more than liquidates the prefent ftated 

lebt. If they produce lefs, but yet producing fome- 

hing, the accounts upon the table cannot be true; 

)r fuch produce would then either have been accounted 

)r in diminution of tiiis debt, or fuch produce is ftill 
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In hincl, and the means of difchargmg fuch debt re- 
main; or there has been fome fecret expenditure to 
which it has been applied, and which adminiftration 
have not thought fit to mention. If they produce, as 
I cannot but think they do produce, confiderably more, 
it furely refts upon minifters to (hew the application, 
rather than becomes the credulity of Parliament to ac- 
cept thefe accounts as complete, or its generofity to 
fupply with fuch readinefs, and confequently encou- 
rage the wantonnefs of their profufion, as to the 
amount, and perhaps their criminality in the deftina- 
tion of the fums. 

And becaufe, when (exclufive of the enormous fums 
ftated to be lodged with certain perfons who are mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons, for fecret and fpecial 
fervices, words calculated to perplex and not inform) 
the extravagant amount of falaries and acknowledged 
penfions (to which parliamentary jealoufy claims a 
right of making a large addition on account of the 
general belief, amounting with many perfons to an in-* 
temal convidion of confiderable difburfements for fe- 
cret and unacknowledged purpofes) is confidered ; I 
liold it my duty, as a member of the legiflature, to 
withhold the additional means, afforded by this bill, 
of corrupting the integrity of Parliament. 

RADNOR. 
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Eitraft from " A report from the Cdmmittee ag-' 
*^ pointed (upon the 27th. diiy of March 1771I); tp 
*^ exami^ne into the feveralfa^s and'circum(!ances 
" relative to the late obftruftibns tq the execution 
*^' of the orders of this Houfe; and to confiij^r vybaf 
** further proceedings, may be requifite tp. ^fpi^ce a 
"^due obedience thereto; and tp report their. Rr^ 
•^ ceedings, together with their opinion, - fr^ni tioiP 
" to time, to the Hbufe/' 

The Committee appoited' to examine inta- the fgyeral 
; fedb an4 circumftances relative- to the late^obfttug^ 
. tions,ta.the ejcecution of the orders of' this Hbufe^ 
. ajad to .confider. what further proceedings may be re^ 
quiiite toenfiMTce aduo obedience thereto, and* to re- 
port their pmceediiigs, togetlier with their opjoiPn^ 
; from time to time, to-the Houfe, have, in obedience 
to .the order of the Houfe, begun by examining in- 
to the fa6ts and circumftances retatiag to the late 
' obftru£t4on& to-the orders of the Houfe ; and, in or- 
der thereto, called before them^ 

JVilliam Whiibanij one of the meffengers attending 
this Houfe; who'faid, " That he had had no other 
*• warrant but that for taking. J. Miller into cuftody^ 
" on the i5thof A&r^A, 177 1 : it was direfted to Mr^ 
*' Bonfo'j^ Mr* CUmentfonyZvA himfelf, with wders to 

•* go 
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^^ gp ajjd t^ Millejf: into cuftody ;. and htr proceededi 
'^^ aiid'C3iBetx>Mr/ii?rV hQufe about a o'clock,- and.' he 
*^ aifeed> if At/ifer was: at home,, a^d was^ infermed he 
" was abova.fteirs^ aad.would be down in^a.liixlettme; 
^ that he wair^. abou0 a Quarter. o£ ani hour^ when 
^^ Holler came down, and went into* hi* compting- 
*' houfe ; that he (Wbitham^ followed him, and told 
*' him, he hoped be would not be furprized, that he 
** had. the Sgoaker^s warr<wit for taking- him into cuf* 
^^ tody;, and oSered to Ihew the warrant to him;, and 
** that he (:Miller)]\x^ call his eye upon it, and faid, 
*^ that.thi^ moiibnger had no- authority to take him, 
^ and he Ihould. take no notice of it;, whereupon he 
** (the meffenger) laid his: hand upon Mller's arm, and 
" told him. he was his prifoner,, and that he muft go 
^' with, him. Miller faid, that he had aiTaulted him in 
*'- his own houfe.; and thereupon told one of the per- 
'^^ fons, prefent to go and fetch fuch a one, but does 
^ not remember the name.of the conftable, who came 
*^ iaa:few minutes,, and Miller charged the conftable 
•* with him for the. affault,. and required the conftable 
** tgi carry him before the-fitting alderman.; that as he 
*^ (WMtham) was. going into the court where Miller 
^Mives, he faw a man, whom he takes to be the con^ 
** flable, come out of Miller's houfe, and go into a 
** houfe near the opening into the court ; and, by the 
*' ihortnefs of the time, which was about three or four 
•* minutes, he judged the conftable might come from* 
*' that houfe; that the conftable came into the compt- 
**'ing;houfe, znd Miller charged him to take the mef- 
'* froger (Wbitham) into cuftody j the conftable charged 
*' allpirefent to affift him, and the meflenger gave the 
** like charge to. all prefent on his behalf; that, he is 
D d 2 " not 



( 404 ) 
^^ not fure the conftable laid his hands on him ; but, 
*^ finding they were determined to arreft him, he made 
** no refiftance ; that he apprehends a coach was ready 
** by order, as there was not time to call one from the 
** ftand : and one Clarke^ and Msller, and he (the mef^ 
** fenger), went into the coach, which was ordered to 
'^ drive to Guildhall, and did fo. 

" That,- when they arrived at Guildball, they went 
"up ftairs, and were informed that the fitting AI- 
*' derman was gone ; that ^s foon as they arrived at 
** Guildhall, Clarke went for Mr. Clement/on ; that he 
** did not hear any one in particular diredted to go to 
^' the Man/ion Hou/e; but that feveral perfons followed 
^^. Miller to Guildhall; and in about a quarter of an 
** hour, word was brought that the fitting Alderman 
*^ was at the Man/ton Hou/e; whereupon they went thi- 
** ther, and weretaken into the room where bufinefs is 
** ufually done : they (laid there about a quarter of an 
^' hour, when word was brought that he (Miller) could 
" not be exa,mtned till fix o'clock : — that he (Whitbam) 
*^ defired he might not be examined before Mr, C/f- 
*' mentfon came ; that they ftaid a fhort time, when a 
' " gentleman came and defired Mtller and him to follow 
** him, who Ihcwed them into a room where people 
" were dining; . they dined, and then went into another 
" room, where he and Miller ftaid till they were called 
" to the Lord Mayor, who was in his bed-chamber 
*^ with Aldermen Oliver and Wilkes, and feveral other 
*^ perfons ; that he met Mr. Clement/on as he was going 
*^ into the room to the Lord Mayor. The Lord Mayor 
*' began by afking Miller concerning his being taken 
^* into cuftody by the meffenger, and Miller gave an 
*^ account of it ; then the Lord Mayor afkcd him (the 
• 2 ' ' - " mellenger) 



( 40S ) 

** meflenger) by what authority he took Milkr? He 
" anfwered by the authority of the Speaker^s warrant, 
*' which the Lord Mayor ordered him to produce ; he 
^' did fo, and was ordered by Mr. C/ementfon, to read it, 
*^ but not to deliver it out of his hands ; that as he was 
^^ going to read it, the Lord Mayor faid, he niuft have 
^^ the infpedtion of it, or no notice could be taken of 
" it; that he then delivered it to the Lord Mayor upon 
^' his promife it Ihould be reftored to him ; that the 
*^ Lord Mayor took and read it ; and he or Mr. Mor- 
^^ rity hut rather thinks the latter, ordered a copy to 
*^ be taken of it, and a copy was taken accordingly;— 
^^ that the Lord Mayor aiked him, if he had applied to 
^' any Civil Magiftrate to back the warranty or whethet 
^^ he was a peace-officer ? To both which he anfwered 
^' in the negative : — the Lord Mayor then afked, by 
** what authority he could take a citizen into cuftody ? 
*^ That he (the meffenger) anfwered, by the Speaker** 
*' warrant, which he thought fufficient ; and the Lord 
*^ Mayor then faid, he had no authority to take up any 
** one in the City, without his or the authority of fome 
^^ city magiftrate. 

*' Then three witncfles were fworn to the fads which 
^^ puffed at Mller's^ and that thereupon Mr. Clement/on 
" informed the Lord Mayor, that he was come by the 
^' Speaker's order to demand the meffenger and his pri- 
-" foner : h^e does not recolleft the anfwer which was 
*' given to this demand ; but fome arguments paffed, 
^* and Mr. Morris fpoke a good deal : then the Lord 
*^ Mayor faid, that he (the meffenger) muft be com- 
** mitted to the Compter, and Miller muft be difcharged; 
^' and ordered a Mittimus to be drawn, and that he faw 
-f ^ the Lord Mayor, fign it : that Mr. Morris then faid, 

D d 3 " it 



*^ it .would be pro|>cr -that aht foriior two Afilesmm 
'^ ihould '%n it, who ^did \ib in the pinfeinee ef rfaim 
** the moffenger : the .Iicnnd MBy^r xhstiiEiidy)htfAiA 
** not dcfire them to be concerned, init'.wnuld tike It 
** upon hirafelf : that, before nhe warrant was .'quitse 
*^ compktedp the Lord Mayor or Mr..Aforrijdiid,fthere 
** was bail in the room, ifnt wasJiteflocrf;; andione 
*^ Mr. Hurfordj Mr, Wi^h^ iand,Mn iStapioIdsiaai mot- 
*' ney, offered totbebail, ibcforeithe Lord Moyo.nrflid, 
.^^ I n^Uft give bail.; thdt he ^tiiaiiked them, bin: drd 
*' not ^cacjw whether he fliDulii havE«aaafton for it ; 
** and faid that'he never had applied to fliemibrtt. 
. *' That he declined .giving bail, Mx^'CbntffHtfmXsiy- 
<* ing it -was not proper-; and ^he ^w^rwitt was Qg&^d 
*^ andXeaied.: Mr. iHemsntfon ^hen fold, Ithjft ^he'was 
** ready to give hail ; whereupon the ^lior^ ^Mayor gtew 
*^ warm, and faid he was trifled <w ith;. and -^hat bfethen 
*^ faid, that he, ;or we, would 'not ♦then take bftil, or 
*^ words 'to that . purpofe ; upon ^whidh ihere '<fM«s ^foiile 
'^ noifeiand clapping of hands :in the iroom.; and^lbere 
*/ followed fdme difcourfe ibetween the Lrfrd Mayor, 
** Mr. Clement joriy and Mr. Uiorrh ; andrhcirhinks, hi 
** confequ^neiE^ it was agreed to tafce^bail; aad Hwr^ 
^^ford and i^///4y: gave bail, anfliMt.C/fJiwV/tf^liaigtted 
** to it. 

*^ That Mr. Clemen f fin and he » (the meffengBr) were. 
f' afterwards fent back ifrjora^the Speaker's i:0 the. ifa||- 
^} Jim Houfe^ for a copy of the warrant of coraniitmcnt ; 
" ai^d were refufdd it, beir^g told, .it ^was jppt Ito be 
*' ffiOMid, 'but, if it Ihould, they might Ibave it in thet 
\^ morning.-— That he (the mcflenger) wentaibcDnd 
\^ and third time; and was told the laft time,.hE might 
V have a copy of the Recognizance a little before the 

1' Qji^^^ 



( ^4»7 ) 

•'^iQUirtt^-Seffion,^ he^d^^ biat^tRat the cbpy 

'^•■^Jfthte^Warrtotw^ts df no ufe after^bail was given/' 

The Gomttifrree thieh proceeded to examine Mr. 

^GiBmmiJhn the ©eptity Serjeant at arilis,-^who faid, 

^*^ l*hat'he WJtit to'the'Spea^ker^s 'hoiife on friday the 

'^ i-5th df'Marc/j 'to fee if the warrant Was figned for 

"**'tfakingiJM///?r into ctiftody; that the Speaker's fecre- 

^'tarjr had prepared it, and the Spestker figned it, and 

•^^-ddrv^ered it to him (Ckmentjbn) who gave it to the 

'" meSen^r, and told him, thltif'hefound any dif- 

-•^'ficuhy, to=f(ind for him, who -Ihbuld be at home, — 

•^^ T|i^t be^heard nothing more, till half an hour paft 

•* lehfee -o'clock; then a perfon came to him, and told 

'^^ him, ihe-muft come, for that thfe meflenger was 

^^ taken up by a'conftable, and charged with an affault, 

^^. — That be went to the Speaker's, and told him of it, 

^^ who gave -him direftjons to go and demand the mef- 

^^ fenger, and his prifoner; and -that If bail was necef* 

-^^ fary, \^t ^muft give it ; but that he muft fee him 

'^ :committed .firft.— That Ke went firft to Guildhall, 

*^ about five o'clock, 'but -found nobody thdre, and was 

"itdldr, ^he ihould Sh^ar <jf them at the Man/ton Houfe, 

"*— That he went there, and was introduced to the 

^^ Lord Mayor, in his bed-chiamber.--That he told the 

*^ Lord Mayor, he underftood, that the meflenger, to 

" whom the warrant was direded for apprehending 

^* Miller^ was taken up by. a conftable, ,and charged 

:^' with an aflault; that he therefore defired to know, 

/* if the meflenger had been brought before him.-**- 

. *^ That the Lord Mayor faid, he had been told, that \ 

♦^ pepfon, who was called a meflenger of the Houfe of 

•^^ Commons, had been brought there^ and charged 

^VwilU aa affauU-7— That he (Ctemntfon) waited in ^ 

P d 4* ^^ aati- 
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^^ anti-room till fix o'clock.— That the tnejQTenger th«\ 
" came, and Miller and a Conftable (^John Downs), 
*^ and a large concourfe of people, — Then they went 
" in, to the Lord Mayor ; Alderman WUkes and At 
^^ derman Oliver were there with him, — The Lord 
*' Mayor afked, what was the purpofe of their coming 
*^ thither ? Mil/cr faid, he charged Whiiham, the mef- 
** fenger, with an aflault. On this Mr. Robert Morris 
^^ appeared, and faid he was counfel for Miller the 
** profecutor.— He faid, that Miller had been violently 
^' affaulted, and falfely imprifoned, by an illegal war- 
** rant, — D.omne, the Conftable (who was aiked ifor by 
** the . Lord Mayor) f^id, MilUr l>ad applied to him, 
^* about one or two o'clock, and had complained of an 
** affault on him, in his own houfe, by the meffenger, 
** and charged him to take the meffenger into cuftody;, 
f * he therefore took him into cuftody, in order to carry 
^* him before a proper magiftrate, 

*^ Miller was then called upon ; who faid, That a 

*' perfon who called himfelf a meffenger of the Houfe 

^' of Commons came to him, and took him into.cuf- 

/* tody, by virtue of a pretended warrant. — That 

" Miller was then (worn by the Lord Mayor, and faid 

*' upon his oath, , that Vhat he had before faid was 

*^ true.. He went on, and faid, he had refufed to 

*^ go with the perfon. — That the perfon had ufed vi- 

'^ oience, and had feized Jiold of him, and was pulling 

/* him along. — That the Lord Mayor afked the mef- 

" fenger, what offence Miller had committed, or what 

f * authority he had for affaulting Milkr in this man- 

f^ ner ? The meffenger faid, he had the Speaker's 

f^ warrant, diredted to him, to take Miller into cuf- 

f* tody. The Lord Mayor afked where the warrant 

was ? 
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^^ was ? That he (Clementfon) told Wf)itham to open It,' 
^* and read it himfelft— ^That the Lord . Mayor or Mr, 
^* Morris (he can't fay which) faid it muft be proV 
^^ duced. — That he (' lementfon) objedted to it for fomc 
^^ time ; but the. Lord Mayor faying it could not be 
^* taken notice of, if not produced, he delivered it to 
^^ the Lord Mayor, on his promifing to deliver it back 
^* to him ; that he waited till this time, to fee the na- 
*^ tureof theaffault charged on fFbitham; and finding 
^^ that it was for executing the warrant for taking 
^* AiiUer into cuftody, he then told th€t Lord Mayor,' 
^* th^t he appeared before him as Deputy Serjeant at 
^* Arms of the Houfe of Commons ; that he came 
f* there by the Speaker's directions, and had his com- 
^' mands to demand not only tV hit ham the meffenger, 
f* but likewife Miller his prifoner ; and he made that 
^* demand in the moft folemn manner he was able. — ^ 
^* That Mr. Afimx, on this, defired he (Glementfon) 
^^ might be fworn as an evidence :— But he (Clemenfjbn) 
f* declared he would not be fworn, and faid, he did not 
^^ come as an evidence, but as an officer of the Houfe 
^^ of Commons, to execute the commands given him 
^' by the Speaker.— rThe Lord Mayor faid, he could 
*^ not take notice of any thing in his magifterial ca- 
^* pacity, that was not given upon oath. — That he 
^^ was then alked by Morris, if he refufed to be ex- 
** aminedtoany of thefadts or circumftances within his 
^* knowledge.T-That he doubted at firft what anfwer 
^* to give to that ; but, on recolleQiion, he faid, if 
^^ there was the leaft doubt either of the warrant being 
5* figned by the Speaker, or of his ( Clement/on^ s) hav- 
^* ing the Speaker's commands to demand Whitham the 
^^ meffcnger, and Miller his prifoner, he was ready to 
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*' be .fwom to tte tcuth o^thofe'Ittitanls:; Ijuf^wbtild 
not be fwdrn generally.— -Finding tbat ct) be this te- 
** folutron^ Mr. Alorrls declined {Wearing hito us A.x> 
*^thofe -matters; but he CC/^i3W?»//&iz;) tagain repowid, 
"that if there wffs any doubt as to thnfeimatieis, ^t 
^* .was ready to fwear to them, 

" That the^ Lord Mayor alked^^*/Vi&ii^;iif:hc was a 
^* Peace^OfBoer or a Conffaibie ? he'faid,Jhetwas'not •^— 
if he had i^pplied to any City. Magiftnate tto b&ck 
hiB warrant ; he faid, he ihad »not r-^Uponihis, Khie 
Lord Mayor declared^ That it 'wasverytejttmordi- 
naiy for any Citizen to be tdken'up;m the Oby df 
*^ London, without the 4cnowledge»or authdrity of tthe 
** Lord M^yor, or ibme other m^giftratetof'the»Qit}^; 
"and if this was permitted to 'be >the<cbfe, iu: would 
** be trampHiig on ihe laws, and there wopld heiat^ 
" end of the conftiiution of this country. 

^ Then Milhr )wa6 ^e«amined,, as to his being a Lr? 
** veryman of tihe City of L*w/w,**-Th]e/Lord Mayor 
** faid, it was ;his qpinioD, that no warrant, but fitoit^ 
^^ rhim or fame other magiftrate of the city, was ^od 
^^ and valid 'to take up any citizen:; that he thought 
" himfelf Abound, tfb long fes;he Md ih?:gr^Pt<Office 
" of Ghidf Magiftrate of flhc City oi L^nckn^ tto take 
^* notice of aiproceeding df^tbis fort ; and that it wa^ 
"his duty to" defend theCitizieas, and their Riglits 
<* and Liberties, to the laft extr0mity,~vtle faid, hfi 
^^ was pf opinion, Ae meffenger*had no tight totak^ 
"** up MUkr^ who was a Citizen, indt being chafge^ 
^^ with any Felony, Trefpafs, or Breadh of the Peace, 
'" That Mr. iWdrw then tpok'four<)V^eQ:ions to the 
"^< Ayarrant. 



( 4n ) 

*^* TJrft, that the words '[^^'Hbufe of Commoui**'] 
" w^s ndt a fuiEcieiit defcription of the power^whiicl^ 
^'•h^d -pdfl'ed the Vote. — Thac h fliould have been 
[". the Houfe of Commons in Parliament afleitibiecll**3 

" Secondly, That [" 7. Millsr''} was no Tufiicicct 
^* defcription of tihe perfon. 

^* Thirdly, Th^ the offence was not inferted ; and 
" therefore that it was illegal, .and without colour of 
^*law, 

** iFourthly/That it did ndt. appear, that [" FUuher 
^^ ^Norton, ^Speaker,'*] who figued the warran;, was 
^' the Sir Flsuber Norton^ who as Speaker of .the Hou& 
^ of Commops. 

^' That .the Lord Mayor aiked Whiihaniy whether 
^* .he .intended to carry Miller away as his ^prifoner > 
'^^WhUham {aid, he did.-^The Lord Mayor then fatd, 
f* he thought the warrant w^s illegal; and .therefore 
*^ he difcharged Miller out of the cufto4y pf themef- 
^^fenger; and ftid at the fame time, l^his Citizen, 
^^ comes 'here to claim a citizen's protedtion of me, 
^* and l^hirik*he is entitled to it. 

" That then the Lord Mayor proceeded on the aC- 
^^ fault, — Millar proved ihditWbitbam had laid hold of 
'^his arm and pulled him; and that about five mi-. 
*^ nutes afterwards .the conftable came. After thisj^ 
f Three p^rfons were produced to prove the affault. 

** Henry Page, of Newgaie-Streetj Printer. 

'^^ John Topping, of the Old Bailey, Printer. 

V Robert Page, of Uewgate-Street , Printer. 

'^ They proved. That mitbam laid hold, of M7/^r'^ 
^^ arm, and faid, he was his prifoner, and that Mtlkr 
f* faid, he Ihould not .go, or did not chufe to go. 
\^. f hat Whitbam faid, YcjjU muft go; and Miller faid, 

^«ho 
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^^ he fliould not ; and then Wbitham charged every 
** body prefent to affift him. After this^ the Confia^ 
^* ble was brought ; and the Conftable charged all 
" prefent to affift him. 

** That the Lord Mayor, on this, gave it as his 
'^ opifiiion, that the aflault was fully proved ; and that 
** Whifbam muft give fecurity to appear at the next 
** Seffion for the City of London^ to anfwer fuch iq- 
" diftments as fliould be then found againft him for 
" the affault and falfe imprifonment, himfelf in Forty 
** Pounds, and Two Securities in Twenty Pounds 
** each ; and that Miller was to be bound to appear 
•^ and make out the charge. — Mr.' Morris and many 
*' others prefent were ready to be bail for fVhitham : 
** That Wbitham was very much frightened, and was 
*^ ready to offer ball ; but he (Clement/on) infifted he 
^ fliould not give bail.— The Lord Mayor defired it 
•' might be noticed that bail was offered; but not acr 
f* cepted by» Whtiham. 

^' Then the Lord Mayor direfted a warrant to be 
*^ made out ; and the perfon who had thefe direftions 
^' he faw fill up what he fuppofed was the warrant ; 
f ' and the Lord Mayor declared, it was a warrant iat 
** committing IVhiiham to x\\t Compter. •^T\\2iX. he faw 
•* the Lord Mayor fign that paper. — On this, Mr. 
*^ Morris defired the other two Aldermen might fign 
f* the warrant, as well as his Lordftiip ; elfe .it might 
f* be fuppofed, that they did not concur in opinion 
** with his Locdffijp.— The Lord Mayor faid^ he did 
^\ not defire any body elfe to fign it, though the two 
'* Aldermen declared themfelves ready tp do it ; and 
^^ he particularly f^id to Alderman Wilkes, t think yon 
f f have enough upon your ba?ids already. — The warrant 

" however 
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^' however was direfted to be altered vby the Clerk into 
^^ the plural number ; and he faw that paper figned by 
^* the other two Aldermen, Wilkes and Oliver. — That 
'* he aiked the Lord Mayor if it was figned by them 
*^ all ; and he faid, it was ; and directions were given 
** by the Lord" Mayor, and Mr. fVilkeSy to the Con- 
*' ftable, that be (IVbitbam) might be ufed kindly in prt- 
'* /on. — That juft before they were going to take him 
•* away, he thought that, this being a Commitment, 
*^ he had gone far enough ; and then he oiFered bail.— 
*^ That the Lord Mayor grew warm at this, and faid, 
*^ that he found that this proceeding meant to exag- 
*^ gerate the Offence or Bufinefs, or the Proceeding; he 
** could not recolledk exaftly the word he made tafe of. 
• ** That, after this was done, he came back immedi- 
*' ately to the Speaker ; and upon his relating what had 
** happened, he defired him to go back and try to get a 
** copy of the warrant of Commitment. — The Lord 
*^ Mayor faid, he could not tell where to find it then, 
** every body being gone away ; but that if it was not 
*^ deftroyed, being now of no ufe, be fhould have a 
** copy ; but that I knew he had figned it alone firft, 
** and that afterwards Alderman fVilkes and Alderman 
** Oliver defired to fign it too ; and that he and Alder- 
" man Oliver ftiould, in their places in the Houfe of 
** Commons, admit their having figned fuch a war- 
*'rant; but that he fliould have a copy of it in the 
morning if it could be found. — That he applied 
again on Saturday morning to the Lord Mayor for 
a copy of the warrant ; he faid he could not yet find 
it; that fome of them had taken it away, arid he, 
^^ knew not where it was ; but that if it could b^^ 
^^ found, fVhitbam Ihould have a copy of it; 'that it 
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'* didr not fignifyv for thjtt. ha <Jid- xiots miia. tioh deiiy 
^^ what had been done^ or make uia^o^.any/fubter&ige? 
** and that tfaU w^ all:tiiat he {Ckn^mifM) had dopei-^ 
*^ That he did nob ^ tp-awqute/tbcj viOTrant htftofeJF; 
^^ and that it was not i^ed. 

^^ And he further added this circnmiiafic^^ that! he 
** necoUefts^ when, the Lord Mayor had figoed: the 
^* Mittimusy and he the Deputy Seijeant^ had offered 
** Bail> the Lord Mayor grew warm,, and mad&^uib.o^ 
^' (bme «xpre(fion^, that he Ihould not take Bail thrn^ 
^* or words to that purpefe ;. faying^ that this? pro* 
** ceeding meant tOr ex-aggerate the q£fef>cei or wiord* 
'^ to that efSbdb; but ha foon aftervmrdSi iiud^ he muft 
" take balh 

" That he endeavoured to fwwM^h^ order of the 
" Uoufe on .}> WhM^ ; aijd went oo T^^fkiy^ the 2r8tb 
** QS,Eeim^r\y^ to his- (WhabhU) fliop, an^ ^oqiiiired/foi^ 
^ hiin^; and. the fer^aati (aidji he was; opf^a& hprne^* hue 
** would he in anr lv>ur/s time.;, that. he o^ledagwn^ 
^' and^reoeivedfthe^faaie snafwer ;r-that hp -o^ltd again^ 
« aiuLwataf^Avorad by^ a.lad-in the.ih^iy^j mi^ fmd;hi» 
^^'was. aoragpreoiilGe^, that> he w^s noi* at hpme^, \mvi% 
*' gpncr tx> thi? oihen end. of th(S town.; and<that bin 
^^ oaaftes:. had. waited. aU th^ day before^ .e&pei;3:in^ hinK. 
•^ —That \^j(Chmentfan)thmS^i^, that be.would. calk 
** a^ln ia.sin hour, and bid him. tell his mailer*— —i^ 
** That he^ did C).;,aad was told; he (fffMh) had» 
** been in,, aodwas gpne out again.;, but if he.wouli 
^ lerhira know where hc^(.ClemeMt/m)migj^tht,fDuad^ 
*^ he would wait on him.— That.he. wentto a.CofFeftr 
** houfe, and waited^ then called agfiin,, and. was tokl>* 
^^WbMe was- cxpci^Jted to dinnecat three Q!clock*—*^ 
'* That he csjled at Jialf anhour paft three, and waa toli 
n " that 
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**-that Wh'ibUt was^not at homcj but would Be foon. — 
*^' Th^ he calltd^agfirin at four and five o'clock, and re- 
^ oeived^thc ftme- answers. — That he left word he w^s 
^ (die Deputy Sferjeant at Arms, and' would be there 
"^again^aitihdfian hour paft nine in~the morning; which 
^^•ha acicordingly wsas, and. was- told by the fame per- 
** fim^ lAxaxrWheblt wa^ not at home, but faid, he had 
*^ deltvered'tfae meflkgs he had left with him, and that 
** his .mai^.fatd, he was very forry he was obliged to go 
*^ QUt^.and he Idft no word when he would be at home. — 
^' That hir.callfcd- again at elibven* o'clock, and' he was 
*^ not at home ; but was anfwered*, he might be in, in 
•*^ half an houfi-^That he went* again on Saturday at 
" ten o'dook, and' the apprentice faid, he was not at 
"home^. butt would be in- tlie- afternoon; and faid" it 
^^ witli a fmil6^ as if laughing at ray frequent calling^ 
"and faid, ifhe.would leave word where he might be 
^^ {fmfA^ w© will fend you word vrfien he is atleifpre. 
^^---^Tiiat' ho (Clmentfon) faid, he would* be there at 
" fevcn o'clock, which He accordingly was^. burwas 
*' tojd, ha> (WJxiii) w^s^ not at home^ and had' fem; 
** for his^Iinen^ and thefefore was nos expefted tiU 

'^ That hfc did* not go ta Tbompfon till Friday the 
** ffirfcof Mwxb, beoaufe there were two R. fbmfjfins, 
" Oi>e: Ricbardi the other /t^^^/.-^Tbat he found; at 
^^'tbe^ St9mp*Offidcj tYiztl^rnpfdrtYisiA been fummoned 
•* befoi^ ribiet GofiDnsiifioners to give-fecuritj^, and faid 
." .i>i»ii»mr was Robtrt: — That he fent^a meflfeBger to 
•* enquire in the neighbourhood, and found there, was 
-" but o]iie.:--^That hewent to Tbompfon^s houle, and; was 
^^ told by a man he was not at home, nor could tell 
•* wljen he would bej or whether he was in town; thjit 
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*' he had feen him two or three days before ; that 66- 
^ body knew rnore about Tbomp/on than himfelf, and if 
** he (Clement/on) would leave a meffage, he would de- 
/* liver it: — That fVilliams the meffenger then faid^ 
** you know our bufinefs ; to which he made no an- 
*^ fwer : — That he went again at eleven o'clock; and 
*' the fervant faid, ^bonipfon was not at home ; for he 
*' had not feen him, and nobody knew better than he; 
** and faid, that if he (Clement/on) had bufinefs with 
'^ Tbomp/on, it was ufually left with him firft, and that 
** no time was more likely to meet with him than that 
*' day or to-morrow. 

" That he (Clement/on) went again on Saturday \ and 
** the fame perfon told him Tbompfon was not.at home, 
*' but would be in half an hour, but had no reafon for 
" thinking fo : — That he went twice* afterwards, and 
'** he was not at home, nor had b^n,- and that he did 
** not know when he would be :— That he (Ckmentfon) 
^^ faid. Then he will not fee me; and received for 
** anfwer, he could not tell," 

And he farther faid, "That there had been one 
*' more attempt fince, to execute the warrants on Wbe^ 
^^ ble and Tbompfon ; that Mr. Speaker had made an al* 
y teration in the direftion of the warrants, by infert- 
** ing the name of ^<ooJ the meffenger; that Wood 
*^ took the warrant, ai;id he (CleinentJon)io)\o^tA^htv^ 
\** to endeavour to find Whe^le^ znd Tbomp/on; that he 
^^ (Clement/on) waited at a coffee-houfe* in fVbeWs 
*^ neighbourhood ; that Wood went and endeavoured to 
5* find them, but without effedt." . . j ; 

Your Committee then proceeded tp. ejgamine Charles 

Wtlliams the meffenger; who faid, " he attended the 

' *^ Serjeant, in endeavouring to ferve the warrants . on 

; ^ ''Wbeble 
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^* Whehle and '%hompfon^ on Tburfday the twenty-eighth 
" day of February : — lliat he went fix or feven times 
*^ to WhibU^s houfe ; that he did not find htm at home, 
" but was told he would be at home fiDon. 

" That he went to Thompfon^s feveral times, and re- 
*^ ceived the fame fort of anfwer ; that the bufinefs 
*^ they came upon was known at both places; and that 
*^ he had read Mr. ClementfotCs minutes at the time, 
*^ which he foun4 were right*** 

The Committee then proceeded to examine Guy 
WoodxSxt meffenger; who faid, *Mie had the Speaker's 
**^ warrant, about the tenth or eleventh of March ^ to 
^* airreft Thompfon and IVheble; that he received it from 
'^ the Deputy Serjeant ; that his (WoocPsJ name was 
^* infertcd in the warrant ; that he went with one Mr. 
** Lee to TbompfirCs houfe ; that Lee went in add en- 
*' quired for Tbomp/on; thzt they had agreed, that, if 
*' Lee flaid above a minute, he ffVood) was to come in 
^* after him J but Lee not finding him- at home, came 
" out immediately* 

* * That they went from thence to fFhcble*s, and pro- 
*^ ceeded in the fame manner. Lee went in, and was 
^' told Wheble was gone into the country : they then 
•^ went to the Green Dragon in Fleet Street^ where Whe- 
*^ ble*s evening papers are delivered, and ftaid fome 
** time, to try if they could fee him come after his pa- 
** pers, or about his bufinefs, but could fee nothing of 
" him : that they have made feveral enquiries fince, 
•^ and can hear nothing of him." *• - \ '"u v 

Your Committee having thus dated the evidence of 
the fafts and circumffences relative to the late pbftruc- 
tions to the execution of the orders of this Houfe, as 
it appeared before them, &c. 

E c . ' ' K« 
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Votes of May 7, 17.77. 

Ordered, Nemin^ eontradicenU, 

That Mr. Speaker be defired to print tlic Spcedb 
made by him to His Majefty, in the Houfe of Pcers^ 
this day, upon his prefenting to His Majefty the Bill 
for the better fupport of His Majefty's houfehold, and 
of the honour and dignity of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, which then received the Royal Affent* 

The SPEECH of the Speaker of the Houfe of Coov 
mons. Sir Fletcher Norton. 

** Mhjl Gracious Scvereign^ 

^^ The fern which it is now my duty to prefcnt ta 
" your Majefty, is intituled. An A£lfor the better /up-- 
^^ port of bis Majejtfs hcufebold^ and nf the honour and 
^* dignity of the crown of Great Britain : to which your 
** Commons humbly beg your Royal Aflent* , 

** By this Bill^ Sir,, and the rei|>^ft^ circumftaiices 
** which preceded and accompanied it^.your Commons 
*Miave given the fuUeft and.clearcft proof of their, 
*/ zeal and affeftion for your Majefty. For in a time 
*^ of puWic diftrefs, full of difficulty: and danger, their 
^^ conjlituents labouring under burthens almqfi too heavy to 

^' bt 
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*^ be hortiBy your faithful Commons poftponed all other 
** bufiaefs ; and, with ^ rftuch difpatch as the nature 
*^ of their proceedings would admit, have not only 
•* granted to your Majefty a large prcfent fupply, but 
•* alfo very great additional revenue i—great beyond 
** ewmpU ; 'great ^ befmdyour Majejly^s bigbeft expmce. 
*^ But all this. Sir, they have done, in a well- 
" grounded confidence^ that you will apply toifely 
*** what they have granted liberally; and feeling, what 
'* evety good fubjeft muft feel with the grcateft fttif- 
*' fa&ion, that, under the diredlion'of your Majcfty's 
** wifdom^ the affluence and grandeur of the Sovereign 
" will refleft dignity and honour upon his people.'* 



Votes of May 9, 1777* 

kerolved. 

That the speaker of this Houfe, in his Speech to His 
Majcfty, at thle bar of the Houfe of Peers on Wednef- 
day laft, and which was difired, Nemme c^ntradicente^ 
by this Houfe, to be.frinted, did exprefs, ^ith jtft 
and proper energy, the zeal of this Houfe, for thfe Sup- 
port of the honour and dignity of the Crown, ifi cii*- 
cumftances of ^xeat public charge. 

Ordered, 

That the thanks rf ;this Houfe bfc retumied to Mr. 
Speaker for his faid Speech to His Majefty. 

Ee 2 . N* 
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PROOFS 

' O F T H" E 

MARRIAGES 

Of their Royal Highnesses 

THE D U K E S OF 

GLOUCESTER and CUMBERLAND* 



(COP Y.) 

At the Court at St. James's the 21ft day of May, 

1773- 
P R E , S E N T, 
The KING'S moft Excellent Majesty 
ArchbiChop of Canterbury Earl of Dartmouth 



Lord Chancellor 
Duke of N^wcaftle 
Lord Chamberlain 
Earl of Denbigh 
Earl of Sandwich 
Earlof Rochford 



EarlofBriftol 
Vifcount Townflicnd 
- Vifcount- Falmouth 
Vifcount Howe 
Vifcount Hinchinbrook 
Biihop of London. 

WHEREAS 
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Makriage.-, TT7 H E R E A S application has 
prderfafthcArth- V V ' ' bccn jnad* to his. Mwefty, by 

bifliep of Canterbu- , . _ , t t- . <• « r-* » /. i-. « 

fy.Lord oumcrtior, his Royai Hignnels the. Duke of Glou- 
?lStot^ire cefter,rcqueftingthathis Majpfty would 
'^^^'^^t be pleafed to.give fuch.dire^ions as to 
RoyaiHigtoeffesthe his Maieftv Ihall feem meet, that the 

Dukes of Glooceiier -^ r ' 

aud Cumberland, marriage of his Royal Highnefs the 
Diike of Gloticefter may be duly and properly authen- 
ticated, as the time of the delivery of the Duchefs of 
Gloucelter draws near. His Majefty having taken the 
fame into his royai confideration, and beii^ difpofed to 
comply/ with his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Glou- 
cefter's reqiicft, to caufe his Royal Highnefs's faid mar- 
riage to be authenticated as foon as poffible, is pleafed, 
with the advice of the Privy Council, to order (an4 it 
is hereby accordingly ordered) that the moft.Rcverend 
Father in God Frederick Lord Archbiihop.of Canter- 
bury, the Right Honourable Henry Lord Apfley^ Lord 
High Chancdlor of Great Britain, and the Right Re- 
verend Father in God Richard Lord Bifhop of Lon- 
don, do forthwith make enquiry into the legality of 
the faid marriage of hi^ Royal Highnefs the Duke qf 
Gloucefter ; and do certify to his Majefty at this board 
their opinion thereupon, together with the feveral proofe 
of the faid naarriage, in order that the fame n^ay be re- 
corded in the CounciUbooks. 

And his Majefty is alfo further pleafed to order (as 
it is hereby acpordingly ordered) that the moft Revere44 
Father in God Frederick Lord Archbiftiop of Cancer- 
bury, the Right Honourable Henry Lord Apljey, 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, and the Right 
Reverend Father in God Richard Lord Bifliop of 
Lonc^Qn, do alfo make the like enquiry into the legality 

E e ^ of 
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of the marriage of his Royal Higbpeft the Duke of 
Cumberland, and do certify at the fame time to hi^ 
Majefty at this board their opinioti thereupciiij togethei: 
with the fbvera) pipofi of the faid marriage, Uk or^ 
der that the fame may \^ rpcor4e4 in the CounciU 
books. 

T^p KING'* moft i:?ceU(?ot Majesty in 
Cqpncil. 

in obecUeoce to your Majefly^s command fignifie^ 
by your order in Couucit, beai^ing dat^ the tHweDtyr£i0 
of this inftant, direding us forthwith to make ehq^iq& 
into the legality of the j^narriage of his l(oyal Highneft 
the Du|(:e of Gloqceft^, and ta certify to your ^n 
jefty In Coujicil our opit^ion thereupQn> together witH 
the feveral proofs of the faid marriage, in or^ ih2& 
the fame mi^y be recorded in the Councdt-boek&i VQ 
did on the (wenty-fecond of this inftapt attend hi^ 
Royal Highaefs the Duke of Glouc^fter, at GJoucefter*t 
Houfe, at ievm o'clock in the afternoon j;a«d do there* 
upon humbly report to your Majefty, that it does ap^ 
pear to us by the feveral proofs whicH h*ve been laic) 
Wore us (which proofs, in purfuance pf your Majefty'^ 
faid order in Council, we have hereunto^" annexed) tjhaf 
a marriage was fplemnized on the fi^j:hdaiy df Septem-^ 
ber, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, be- 
tween his faid Royal Highnefs Williani Henry Ehike 
of GloMc^fter, and Maria Countefs Dowager of WaK 
dcgrave, 

And in further obedience to your Majefty's faicj or- 
der in Council of the twenty*firft of this inftant, diredtr 
ing us to make the like enquiry into the legaJity of the 
niarriage of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumber- 
land, 
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land, atxJ to certify at tb« fame tifioc ta j'Qur Majefty 
in Council our opiniQn thereupon^ together with the 
feveral proofs of the f^ marriage, in order that the 
fame may be recorded in the Councilrbobks ; we did 
Attend his Royal Highncfs the Duke of Cumberland at 
Cumberland-Houfe, on the twenty-third qf this inftant, 
at two o'clock in the afternoon; and do further hum- 
bly report to your Majefty, that it does appear^ to us, 
from the feveral proofs which have been laid before US 
(which proofs are alfo hereunto annexed) that a mar- 
riage was folemnized between his faid Royal Highneft 
Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, and the Ho* 
pourablc Anne Horton, widow, on the fecond day of 
Oftober, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one. 

(Signed) Fred- Cant* 

]May 26, Apsley, C. 

1 773^ Ric. London. 

At Glouceiler Houfe. 

gaturd^y the zzd of May, 1773. 
Seven in the Evening, 

His IVfejefty having been pleafed, by his order Jn 
0dvincil of yefterday's date, fpecially to appoint the 
moft Reverend Fatl^er iji God Frederick Lord Arch>- 
biihop of Canteffai^ry, the Right Honourable Henry 
l^ord Apiley, Lord Hfgh Chancellor of Great Britain, 
and the Ri^ht Rf verpnd. Farther in God Richard Lord 
!^iJSio^ of London, 6)rttwith tq make enquiry into the 
legality of the marri^g^ of his Royal Highnefs the 
D^ke of Qloucefter^ and to certify to his Majefty in 

E e 4 Council 
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Council their opinion thereupon, together with the fe- 
veral proofs of the faid marriage ; their Lordihips did 
this attemoon attend his Royal Highnefs at Gioucefter 
Houfe, nt fevcn o'clock ; and his Royal Highnefs b^ 
ipg aiked. feveJral queftions by their Lordihips,, he gave 
^;>fwer and iigned a declaration thereof in writing, and 
depofed the iame upon oath as foUoweth : 

;,.I WILLIAM HENRY, Duke of Gioucef- 
ter, do . declare moft folemnly, that I was married to 
Maria Countefs Dowager of Waldegrave, on the fixth 
of September, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
fix, between the hours of feven and nine in the even- 
ing, at her houfe in Pall-mall, by Robert Morton (fince 
deceafed), one of her domeftic chaplains, according to 
the form of the church of England ; and that no other 
pcrfon was prefent. 

(Signed) WILLIAM HENRY. 

Several queftions being likewife put to her Royal 
Highnefs the Dutchefs of Gioucefter by their, Lord- 
ihips; fhe gave anfwer, and figned a declaration 
thereof in writing, and depofed the fame upon oath as 
followeth. 

I MARIA, Dutchefs of Gioucefter, do folemnly 
declare, that I was married to his Royal Highnefs Wil- 
liam Henry .Duke of Gioucefter, on the fixth of Sep- 
tember,' one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fiic, at 
my hbufe in Pali-mall, between' the hours of feven and 
nine in the evening, by Robert Morton (Tmce deceafed), 
'one of my domeftic chaplains,* kdcOrding to the forms 
'and ceremonies of the church of England : no other 
perfons being prefepr. (Signed) MARIA. 

/ " Charles 



A ' Ch ARtES RAiNSFdRB, Lieutenant Colonel in the 
r 

.Coldftream tegiment of foot guards, doth dcpofe upoct 

' his Qfkhy and faith, that hisr Royal Highnefs the Duke 

.• , .qjf ,Oioucefter did^, on Saturday the nineteenth of 0£bo- 

;%' •?S>er, one thoufand feven hundred and fevcnty-one, at 

Vv. Leghorn, declare, fuppofmg hinvfelf to be ^ipon his 

death-bed, that he was married to Maria Countefe 

Dgwager of Waldegrave, with orders in cafe of his 

jdeatK to go immediately to England, and communicate 

',;;-ipie faid marriage to his Majefty. 

L (Signed) Charles Rainsforp; 

Frederick; LjM'.wfhfi)? of Exeter doth depofc 

• v^fP^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ana a^9^e, that on Sunday, March the 

:. -firft, one .th6j?&nxf Te^^ hundred and feventy-two, he 

^_ Ws induced' to utik ^^ Wayegrave^ whether ihe was 

./.,-,;;',.' .married t«^.4iis R?)y^l^tjig^ers the DuTce of Glou- 

cefier? She ackhowfed^!jff-^jp.the faid Lord Bifhopof 

^ . Exeter, that ihe .was . married to his Royal Highnefs 

; My.. . . , 'the Duke of Glfiuceftei:, .at her houfe in Pall-mall,' on 

K • the fix-th ,of. .Sep^teber; ^ne thoufand feven hundred 

and (ixtV-Kix, bfetw^i?a the hours of feven and nine In 

I , the evening. But gJttiled»<;q|ty Op^h her acknowledge 

y \ ihg her m'afriage lKe»'^XB^I^g||f eat anxiety of mind, 

> •^*', declaring fhe had prqmi^' MS •Royal Highnefs th? 

i|i.*« Duke,* never to reveal her.mvnUge till flie had his ap* 

%• probation for fo doing; and' on the twenty-fourth of 

• '•the fame month of March, Ihe told tl^jfaid Lord 

• - Bilhop of Exeter that Ihe was married ^y^^S"* Morton 

i (fince dfe^6jM§^.)r, whom the BiftiopjjRew tS 6e one of 

her dbmeft^r.^'ipiiaplains ; and tl^^9Kpl"e Were no wit- 

n^fles preieiit..- • . ;; /-.(Signed^ / '*F:'£x^ter. 



. .. It 
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Jt ippt^fiAg by t^ iforf going <feQhHt¥)ix o£ their 
Hoyal tjighndfles the I?i)ke and Puchef$ oi G\o^cc^kr, 
{that the qlergym^n who performed the ma^rruge cej^ 
ipony w^s dec^fikii wi ths^t no othier pef£9n w.4$. pt^ 
{fifitzt the mvri^o; the Arqhbiihpp of Cai\t«buf y> . 
|he Lidrd Chtnceljor, «id theBUhop of Lofrfp^^ thoi^ht 
^ advifeable to take the two aforegoing d^poGtioQs oC 
I-.ieuttnant Coloivel Charles Rwnsford, and of Frede-r 
lick Ij.ord Bifhop of fxeter^ as a coAfir^atiou of thj^ 
above declarations of their Royad Hi^Mieffi^ %l^ P^ .: 
jKidi P\{c]j,e|$ of Qloucefter^ 

At CuoiberUoil I^ufo* 

Sunday the 23d of May, 1773^ * 

fwo in AtrjAiteTnoo^v 
• ^» • 

His M^efty having been pleafed^. by his orde; ii| ; 
Council of the twenty-firll of this infta^t, fpecially tq ^ 
appoint the moft Reverend FatBer in God Frederick 
Lord Archbiihop.of Caqter))tiry,. the Right Hooour- 
able Henry Lord •'Ai)fl0y\»«t,(k'd;Hig^ Ch^C^Uor ojF 
Great Britain, a»d1:lie%$?S|^t*Re.vereo4 Father ia God * yV 
Richard Loi:d Biihdj^ of London, forthwith to m^ke */• 
•enqvury into the legality of the H>arriage of his Roya^^ * 
Highiiefs the Duke of Cumberland, and to certify t(J \ 
his Majeft^pja Council their opinion there^pon^ toge- 
ther with tlfelJ^r^^l proofs of the- faid marriage; their 
Lordihip;? did tl^^t^rnoon sitterxd hi^^oyal Higlinefe 
at Cumbei^land hjfljile, at two o'clock ; aad hl^ Royal 
Highnefs being afi^od feveril'flUeiliOQ^by their Lord- 
Ihips, he gave anfvv&r, and*fepe.4 .^^declara^ thereof. 
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f n wt\u»^^ 9f^ ^m^!^ ^ (fm ^»<*ft vfk ^ M^ 

I HENKYFR,EDERIGI^puIccofCum^^^ 
land, dq (bleipnly deqlare, tlut J w^ wai^ried to the H<h 
nauraWe Anpe; Horton, widow, on the feqond 4ay of 
papber, Qhe thoufa^id feven hpndredl and feventy-one^ 
fp the afterhqon^ between the hovirs qf fiic and eight, 
athprhoufe in Hertford-ftrcet, by WiUiaoi SterenSj^ 
qlerk, fellow of St, John's college in Cambridge., ac- 
cording to the rites and cerenxonies of the church qt 
^England, in th^ preftnce of t;he Hojiourable Mift Eliza-* 
l^eth lyifttreU : no other perfon bt^ing prefent, 

(Signed) H[ENRY/ 

Several qvieftions he^ng like^wifc: put to h^r R^jr^ 
l^ighnefs the pvtchefs of Cumberland by their Lqrd^ 
|hip5; ihe.^ve artfwer and figaed a dedaratioA ttiereol^ 
iu writing, and depqled the faaite upon oathasfoU 
joweth; 

I ANNE, Dutchefs of Cumiberland, do folemnly 
(Jeclare^ that I was niarried to his Roy^U Highoefii 
l^enry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland, on the fecond 
day of 0<5tober, one thoufand (even hundred and fevem* 
ty-one, in the afternoon, between the hours of fix and 
pight^ at my houfe in Hertford-ftreet, by William Ste^ 
vens, cl^plf , fellow of St, John's college in Cambridge, 
Recording to the rites and ceremonies of the church 
pf England in the prefence-of the Honourable Mifi 
Uliz^berh Luttrell : no other perfon being prefent. 

(Signed) ANNE, 

William 



%ifcote o f t» pf o- ^ '^ tttd iit the board, t fep&ct fr oni 
SJSii7*StoS the tti6tt Reviettnd Fither in God Frc> 
SE^foide^eJ ^«J^ Lblfd Archbilhbiy tof Gatitterbufy, 
£*2S^*S^S ^^ '^^ H6hotirtb!iHttify Lt>h! Apf- 
bMbctt twokT fey , Lwd ChAcKieBorbf Great Britain, iiid 
the Right Reverend Father ill God Richatd X^rd Biibbp 
tif London, upon ehquiry by thertt niade (tn p^iffuante 
tf his Majefty'^ Ofdtef ift Gouncll> beiiring datte the 
Wrenty-firft of this inftaht) into the legality of the mar- 
riage of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Curaterlandi 
which report is in the words following : 

^ to the KING'S moll exceltent MAjfiitV m 
CounciK 

*^ In obedience to your Majefty's command, fignified 
** by your ofder in CbUncil, btaritig date the twenty- 
*^ firftof this inftant^ direfting us forthwith to make en- 
** quiry into the legality of the marriage of his Royal 
" Highnefs the Duke of Gloueefteri tttid to certify to 
•* ytnjt Ms^efty in Couhtil our opinidh thertup'ohi tA- 
** gether with the feteral proofs of &it' Cud ihkftiag^, 
•* in ordtet thatth^ feme may be reeoMed in th^^?«iA- 
" cil books; we did oA the twenty-fefeohd ef this itt- 
•' ftant attend hii Royial Highnefs thi* Duke of (53*^- 
•^ setter, at dl6\Tceftel'^Houfe, at fctWsi o'tlotk ifi the 
*^ aftcJUoon J and do thetfeupon humbly report t6 fo^r 
" Majefty, that it doe'^ appear td m by tke feveril 
•^ proofs which ha^elicren laid before us (#hi€h ^rOdft, 
** in ^utfuwnee of your Majefty's faid €f#d^ in Cknuici!, 
" we have hereunto annexed) that k&i^itik^msSi'Sx- 
'* lemnized on the fixth day of September, one thou.- 
4 . , " *'fand 
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** fackl fcVen hundred and fixty-fix, between his faid 
*^ Royal Highnefs William Henry Duke of Glou- 
•^ cefter, and Maria Countefs Dowager of Walde^ 
^^ grave. . 

*^ And, in further obedience to your Majefty's faid 
^* order in Council of the twenty- firft of this inftint, 
^ diredting us to tnake the like enquiry into the le- 
•* gality of the marriage of his Royal Highnefs the 
** Duke of Cumberland, and to certify at the famt 
** time to your Majefty in Council our opinion there- 
•^ upon, together with the feveral proofs of the faid 
** marriage, in order that the fame may be recorded in 
" the Council Books ; we did attend his Royal 
•^ Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland at Cumberland 
** Houfe, on the twenty-third of this inftant, at two 
'^ o'clock in the afternoon ; and do further humbly 
** report to your Majefty, that it dbes appeal to us^ 
^ from the feveral proofs which have been laidbefwe 
** ui (which proofs are alfo hereunto annexed), that a 
** marriage was folemniied between his faid Royal 
** Highheis Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberlatid, 
** and the Honourable Anne Horton Widow, oU 
*^ the fecohd day of Odober, one thoufand feven 
^ hundred ahd fevfenty-one. 

" (Signed) 

" Fa«]>. Cant. 
May 26, *^ Apsley, C* 

1773. " Ric. London/* 

• /i 

His Majefty having taken the faid Repdk into coh- 

flderatidtt, atid thd feveral declarktiotts, depofi.ti6ns,~ 

and proofs of the f^id marriages of their Royal High- 

neflfes having been' te^d in Council, was pleafed^ with' 

^ the 
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iht advice of his Privy Council, to order that the faid 
report of the Moft Reverend Father in God Frederick 
Lord Archbiihop of Canterbury, the Right HoiK>ura* 
ble Lord Apiley, Lord High Chancellor of Greats 
Britain, and the Right Reverend Father in God Ri- 
chard Loj^d Bifhop of London, together with the 
whole of their proceedings in making the aforefaid en* 
quiry into the legality of the faid marriages, and the 
jCbveral declarations, depofitions, and proofs of the 
fame, be entered and recorded in the books of the 
Council 0$ce. 

(Council Whitehall Council Office, 27 May, 177'?- 

took,folia .t , 

X07.) half pait 1 2 o clock. , 

SIR, 

Marriack. I am ordered by the Lords of the 
letter, tranfmitting Council to tranfmit the inclofed packet 

Copy of the whole . ' 

of the above Pro- to his Royal Highncft the Duke of 

ceedingstothe Dake ^_, .^ , « r- i 

frfGkwicsfter. Glouceftcr ; and am to defire that yo\i 
will be pleafed to prefent the fame to his Royal High- 
nefs accordingly. 

^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Steph. Cottrelu. 

To 

Lieut. Colonel Charles Rainsford, 
at Glouceftcr Houfe. 

(focoios.) Memorandxjm. The papers contained in the 
above-mentioned packet to his Royal Highnefs -tjie 
Duke of Gloucetfer, were a duplicate of his Majefty's 
order in Council, of the 21ft of this Inftatnt, dire£t- 
ijig the Archbiihop of Canterbury, the Lord. Chan-. 
t celior. 



( 433 ) 

ticllor, itid the Bilhbp of London. i6 m?^ke enquiry 
ijnto the legality of the Marriages of their Royal High- 
nefles the Duke of Gloucefter and thfe Duke of Cum- 
berland ; A copy of their Lordlhips* report in purfu- 
-JUnce of their faid order ; A copy of the proceedings at 
Gloucefter Houfe and Cumberland Houfe ; and like- 
Wife a Duplicate of thef afordgoing order of his Ma- 
jefty in Council, of the l6th of this inftant, direfting 
the whole of the faid proceeding^ td be entered and 
recorded in the books of the Council Office; 

MARRiAbE. Like letter with the foregoing was 

Letter, tranfmitting fent to Licut. CoL Dcakcn at Cumber- 
of^th^ "above Vo-^ ^^^d Houfe> With a packet for his Royal 
ScSkL'c?''^' Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, con- 
taining the fame papers with thofe in the 
aforementioned packet to his Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Gloucefter; 

A true copy froni the original papers and minutes, 
pireferved in the Council Book, Whitehall (beginning 
I ft Jan; 1773^ and ending 29th April, 1774, indorfed 
Geo. III. N*' 10.)^ examined in the prefcnce of his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Gloucefter, who acknow- 
ledged the fignature to his own declaration. And 
tlie Rev. Mr. Philip Duval attending at this Exami- 
nation^ and viewing the feveral fignatures, did declare, 
that he was prefcnt and did fee their Royal Highneffes 
the Dukes and Dutcheffes of Gloucefter and Cumber- 
land, the Bilhop of Exeter, Cliarles Rainsfbrd, Efq. 
the Rev. Mr. William Stevens, and the Honourable 
Mifs Elizabeth Luttrell, fign the faid original papers, 
to which their names are refpeftively fubforibed. The 

F f whole 
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whole examined by rae, and filled at the bottom of 
each paget with the initials of my oame and office^ 
this ioth Day of April, 1 775. 
(Signed) 

Isaac Hea&d, Norroy. 

The preceding, from page i to page z^, incln* 
iively, is faithfully copied from theRegifter, 5 D. 14^ 
jin the Colkge of Arms, this iid of Odbber, 1778, by 

Fra*. Townshend, 
Rouge-Croix, m waiting* 



nis 



( ^s 1 



hlis Rbyai Highnefs William Henry, Duke of 

Gloucester. 

WiLtiAM Henry, third±= MARtA Walpole, Conn- 



$on of Frederick, late priilce of 
Wales, and brother to his Ma- 
jcfty, born 14 Ndv, 1 743» in 
L, Houfe, in the parim of St. 
Anne, Weftminfter, and bap- 
tized die 25th of the faidmonth. 
£le£i:ed knight of the moft no- 
ble ordfcr of the Garter, 27 May, 
1762. Inftalled 22 September 
following* Created by patent, 
dated 19 Nov* 1764, Duke of 
Glougefter and Edinburgh in 
Great Britain; and E. ofCon- 
tiaught in Ireland, to him and 
the heits male of his body. 



tcjfg Dowager Waldegrave, re- 
lift of James W. Earl Wald. 
knight of the moft noble order 
of the Garter. 

Married to his Roysd High- 
nefs the Bth day of Sept. i 766, 
at her houfe in PaU*mall, by 
the reverend Mr. Robert Mor-- 
ton, her domeitic chaplain. 



r 



.>^- 



1 Sophia Matilda, eldeft 
daughter, born in Gloucefter 
Houfe, in the parifli of St. 
George, Hanover-fquare, 29 
May, 1773, baptized 26 June 
following. 



2* Carolina Augusta 
Maria, ad daughter, born ia 
Gloucefter Houfe ^forelkid, 
qi4th June, 1774, baptized zui 
July following ,* died 14th 
March, 1775, buried 22d of 
the faid month, m the choir of 
the chapel of St, George, at 
Windfor, in tlie county of 
Berks* 



This pedigree proved before the committee of privileges in tjie 
Houff o/Lordsy nth of April, 1775. 

ISAAC HEARD, Norrqy. 

At the fame time delivered into the Houfe the proof$ of t}ie 
marriages of their Royal Highnefles the Dukes of Gloucefter a^ct 
Cumberland, .which I examined in the pre fence of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Gloucefter, with the originals in the 
books of the Privy Council, Whitehall. 



ISAAC HEARD, Norroy, 
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N* VIL 



To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of* thd 
County of Middlefex. 

Gentlemen^ 

* I moft heartily congratulate you on the fuccefs of 
your fteady, fpirited, and generous efforts, in a caufe 
of the firft confequence to every eleftor in this king- 
dom, the caufe of the right of election, fo Ipng de- 
|>ending between you and a former Houfe of Com-' 
mons. After many years unavailing ftruggles againft 
a defpotic adminiftration, and a corrupt majority in 
parliament, your public virtue has, by perfeverancc 
and unremitting energy, at laft brought a queftion of 
infinite moment to a final decifion in favour of liberty. 
We have now obtained a direft and unequivocal vin- 
dication of our moft effential rights, rights coeval with 
the Englijh conftitution, that perfedtion of human wif* 
dom, that nobleft work of man. You have the high 
fatisfadtion of obferving an upright fenate aflert the 
privileges of an injured people againft the encroach- 
ments of power, and decide in favour of their fair and 
juft clatim to a fliare in the legiflature. The proceed 
ings bf this Houfe of Commons I Ihatl with rapture 
tranfcribe from their Votes *• You will, I am fure, ac- 
^pt;. of them as the only atonement which could be 

* The fotet are printed in the former pai^t of chii ^olumek 

made 
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ttitAi tinder a good government for the viblatlon of 

your franchifes, and die injuries of former flagitious 

adminiftrations. This branch of our conftitution is 

BOW reftored to its original form, and eftabliihed on a 

foundation not to be jfhaken. No precedent can now 

be drawn from the injuftice and violence of arbitrary 

minifters. An incapacity, for the exprefs purpofe of 

defeating your declared intentions, will not be again 

created by a vindidtive and venal majority in one part 

only of the legiflature. A minifter will not again no* 

minate the reprefentative for this refpedkable county 

to the great council of the nation. The man of your 

free choice will have the diftinguifhed honour of re- 

prelenting you, and the glory is yours of having fe^ 

cured the fame invaluable frarichife to every eleftor in 

the ifland. Not the leaft trace will now remain of the 

various deep laid plans of fraud and violence, of fub- 

tie infinuarion, alarming menace, and diredt infult, to 

which your calm and undaunted fpirit always rofe fu- 

perior. The hiftorian's page will, however,' record 

the wickednefs and infamy of your enemies, the public* 

robbers of the rights of freemen, and will hold up 

the fteady virtue of the freeholders of Middle/ex as an 

objeft of imitation to all future ages. 

My excellent colleague Mr. Byng *^ feconded and 

iup- 

i - - " ' 

* This gentleman afterwarJs forgot his duty to his conftituents. He refofcd, 
m 1784, to prefent to the King, in conjuofStion with h]» colkague^ the MJnfs o£ 
the County of MiUdlefex, notwithftanding the orders of ^ very Urgt and re^tfiakk 
tiumbei'of the Freeholders. He was in coofequence fet afide by the County at the 
ttifuing general ele^itoik 

(COPY) 
S i R ^, 
In purfuance of ^he dir'eftions of a very Urgg ttnd nffeBahk meeting of the Fitc- 
lyders held Uft Saturday jL UacKsej:, we have the honour to i»dofi| 19 you tlw 

Reprc^ 
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■^p^rtwi my motion with the zeal, which always ani-. 
mates hkn in your fervice, and the caufc of his country- 
Give liife leave. Gentlemen, to ftate a circumftance 
withtefpea to a bufinefs of this weight and moment, 
which I am fure will add to the pleafure you receive 
ia this triumph of liberty. The vidory was gained 
i>y the moft honourable means, means worthy the good- 
nefs of the caufe. No unfair method was taken to fe- 
cure a majority, nor minifterial manoeuvre praftifed; 
No letter from die Treafury, no iriandate from any fe- 
x:retary, iffued to enforce attendance. The llightelt 
felicitation was not urged by any man in power, nor 
a fingle emiffary fent on the wing to colled fcattered 
mercenaries^ troops long kept up for the worft of pur- 
pofes, but ndw happily di(banded; Every man was 
tft to follow the diaates of his confeience, which in- 
fured our fiiccefs. The minifters gave you only the 
lame fupport as individuals this year^ which they have 
re«njlatly fince 1768, with an alacrity manifefting a 
fettled detetmmatioh to uphold and fupport the tights 
of eleaionj which they have reitored. 

I am happy, Gentlemen, to acquaint-you, that the 
iippointment faf a committee, to e:tamine into the prer 
fent ftate of the reprefentation of the Commons of 
GtMt Britain, is on the eve of being moved in the 
JJoufe of Commonsby a gentleman of as great abilities, 
matured even in youth, a» this country has at any time 



Iteprefentatfves in Pariiamertt «n Aidrefs to hisMaJtfty, ^ch they diroa yon, 

^Senttemcn^ to preftot forthwith. . . , - ' .\a 

t/. :..-^ - ■ - • -=Wr'are; Sirs,- tnth- great relpect, 

Your moft obedient humWe fcrvantsj 

Barnaid Turner, Ishcriffl. 
* Thomas 5kumer,iS 

worg^'^yns, Ei4» produced. 
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produced^ You long ago fuggefted the idea of the 
propriety of fuch a meafure, and in purfaanoe of your 
inftrudions I had the honour, in March 1 776^ of mov- 
ing the Houfe of Commons for leave to bring in a Bill 
for ajuft and equal reprefeniation of the people of England 
in parliament^ but without fuccgfs« The folemn en- 
gagement between us in 1774, at a numerous county 
meetings in relation to dus and ^h(er eflential ol^e&s^^ 
I have never loft fight of, and Ihall ever hold facred. 
Some of the more important particulars of that engage- 
m/CQUy refpefting the fair and equal reprefentastion df 
the people in the Hou& of CommoBS|, and the ihMMtt- 
ing the duration of parliaments, are among the grand 
objedl;s, the ftriking features, of the intended enquiry. 
You will always find me, Gentlemen, uniformly pur^ 
foi^g the noUe plan of liberty, which you early masked 
pi^t for my conduft, and above all i^ndeavouruig to m^ 
force the clear right pf the ipeopie to the free afid fi»h 
q^ueA( choice of their repr^&ntaQv^s* 

I am. Gentlemen, 

With much refpeft and gratitude. 

Your faithful, and obedient h^mUe ier^^a^^, . 

JOHN W I L K E«. 

iPrince^s-^urty Weftminjler. ^ ^'^ ' 

Monday.^ May (i^ \1%x^ ' ^ 



■• y\i 
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February 28, 1784. 

Mr. Chamberlain WsHes adminiftcred at Grocers- 
Hall to Mr. Pits the oath ufually taken by all perfons 
admitted to the Freedom of the City of London, zftet 
which he added : 

SIR, 

Ipve you joy *, and I congratulate the City of London 
•oa the important acquifition it has this day made. I 
-lieckon it. Sir, among the moft fortunate events of my 
life, that I have tlie honour of being direfted by the 
unanimous refolution of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen^ 
and Common-Council, to enroll your name in the 
Archives of this Metropolis among thofe Princes and 
Heroes who have been the benefaftors of our Country^ 
and the friend? of Mankind, with the glorious De- 
liverer of this Nation, with the Hero of Cullodeii^ 
with the illuftrious Statefinan from whom you derive- 
your defcent. The City of London, Sir, with pride 
and exultation, now behold revived in the Son 
thofe folid Virtues, thofe ihining Talents^ and power* 
fyl Eloquence, which they long admired in the Fa- 

^ After the oath is adminifteredi by the cuftom of Londcxi^ the Chamberlaiii 
Xives the xiew Citizen the rjgk hamd cf/eUm/hlp, that is| takes his Hgbt bandi. and 
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iSiGti Imt Sbovfe all that generous Lovcif ouf CldniS^ 
try^cand its di>^nfe Conftitution^ fuperior to the grovel^ 
iQg,' fordid Views of private felf-intereffy^ or perlbn^ 

,ttmbitioii. You have. Sir, thus early in your Minify 
terial Career commanded the efteem\ and admit'atiqia 
of diis City and Nation, by a noble A£t of Di(intereil-> 
edndJB in favout of the public, for Which I believe 

.you fcarcely could find a precedent^ nor I fear will 
you be imitated by any future Minifter. 

We look Up, Sir, to that fuperior ability, dnd pti- 
tity of Public Virtue, which diftiiiguilh you, for the 
refonriation 6f many abufes,.^as well as the fteady prd^ 
tedion of our Chartered Rights, Property and Frcc- 
dom, ^Hfc Adniinlftrdtiori of yotir Ndble Father gaver 
las fecurity at Home, carried the Glory of this Natioft 
to the utmoft Height Abroad, and extended the bounds 
of tbfe Empire to Countries where the Roiti^h Eagld 
never flew; A kte Adqpiiniftratloii undert09k an uii- 
juft and wicked War, which difmcmbered the Eiinpire 
by depriving lis (if Qtir'moft Valuable G^lomies/an^ 
laas almoft brought us to the brink of Bankmptify. 
To .reftdre this kiingdoni to any degree of prc^perity 

, and greatnefs, demands the utmoft exertions c^ Virtue 

. and Ability, With every fupport both of (he Cn^tk 
Utid People at large; I hope you will meet with both, 
and I know hoW high you Q^ind in th^ Cddfidenee of' 
the Public; Much is to bte done ; Jbut you hite 
Youth *, Capacity, and Firttmefs; It is the chif ac- 
teriftic of a true Patriot, nevet io defpair j find W€i haye 
a Well-grounded hope of your maktog us again a gr^ftt^ 
pcrwerfuJ, happy, and united People> by a fteady^ 

^ AdohfGf&i gratis fenili jtidu$6, ^k. |tp f. Sextio. 
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4»mfojni, vf\£^p.Vid dtfinfiereftcd oondnd; Your Nplife 
I'l^her, Sirt aanUiilated Party ; m4 1 %ppe yiNitlvQii 
in the end beat down gnd conqu^ tlie Hydra' iiffiic* 
tion, which now fears its hvfndfed heads agaittft JCK^^ 
I remofnber His fiiying^ thufarfht^ml^^lfcl^affk 
be d^red to hfik tie pr9^deJl.€om€SmitiftbU<lmi^ 
$0 fie Face^ I mift that the ian|e %irit anian^ Itii 
,.9on^ and as he ha& the fame Support cf the Cwmn 
and the People^ I am ftrmly peifuaded tl^t th* fintte 
. Succcfe vfiH follow* 
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Mr. P I T T^s iVN S WEA 

T Q 
^f, qHAMZl^%l.At^ ^ I L K £ 9. 

SIR, ? 

; .. I he^ to Tetum you my beft Thanks Iwr y&at ^iiery 
QbHgipg Expreftons. Nothing can lie nmtf enoowT 

*.^S^% tp .me> :in the difcharge cf my Pobjtc ^D^ty^ 
i^han the eounteaance of thoCb, whom, fn>m liits Day, 
h»^y hare the i^c|nqi|r of caiiing my FeUow^Cttiaxw;. 
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